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                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

Student Leadership Conference: Each year, I have the wonderful opportunity of taking our school 

captains into the city to attend a student leadership conference. The conference, held at the Melbourne 

Convention Centre, is attended by approximately 3000 students coming from all over the state of      

Victoria. The students spend the day involved in activities and discussions that support their leadership 

development with a focus on what they can do for their school to make it a better place. The students 

can mingle and chat with children from other schools and share in their different experiences. It really is 

a terrific day of learning and fun. I had a great day out with our Captains, Jasper, Neve, Harrison and   

Pella.  They are terrific representatives of Donvale PS…I am very proud of their achievements thus far. I 

know that they will continue to build on their leadership capabilities throughout this year and continue to 

be great role models for the students of Donvale PS.   

30th March 2023 



School Council 2023: Our School Council AGM and first meeting with our 2023 school         

councillors took place last Thursday 23rd March. During this meeting, our 2023 Office Bearers were 

elected. I welcome back to the School Council Presidency role, Sarah Rubython. Sarah has established 

herself as an extremely proactive School Councillor and I know she will be a strong support to the    

Acting Principal, Larissa Vesdrevanis, as will all our school councillors. We also welcome back parent 

members, Michelle Bishop, Craig Buszko and Louise Martin and DET members, Sarah Hodgson and     

Michael Hogg. 

Office Bearers 2023 are as follows…. 

President: Sarah Rubython 

Deputy President: Michelle Bishop 

Treasurer:  Craig Buszko 

Secretary:  Louise Martin 

This year, we have three Sub-Committees as follows: 

Sub-Committee members 

Finance: (Larissa Vesdrevanis – Leader) – Sandy Bryant (Convenor), Michelle Rassias, Sarah Rubython, 

Craig Buszko  

Education: (Michelle Rassias – Leader / Convenor) – Larissa Vesdrevanis, Sarah Hodgson, Michael Hogg, 

Sarah Rubython 

Buildings and Grounds: (Craig Cowley – Leader / Convenor) Larissa Vesdrevanis, Michael Hogg,    

Andrew Hurley, Louise Martin 

All information regarding our 2023 School Council is published on our school’s website.  

 

Working Bee:  A big thank you to all our wonderful families that attended our twilight Working Bee 

held on Thursday 16th March. We had a good amount of support with mainly gardening and tidying up 

jobs being undertaken.  Our hard workers were rewarded with a delicious BBQ dinner prepared by the 

Liz Szedlak and Derek. Thank you!  

  

Further thanks to the following families… deNiese, Cowley, Bishop, Hurley, Szedlak, Martini, Sprague, 

Hadi, Carlos and Cayla…and thank you to our Library technician, Mei Lun who attends all our Working 

Bees and always wears a big smile. Everyone’s support was greatly appreciated.  

 

School Review:  Day Two, Fieldwork Day, of our School Review took place last week with the Final 

Day taking place yesterday. With the Review now complete, we move forward with our new four-year 

Strategic Plan. With details of this plan yet to be approved by DET, the general gist is to continue with 

the positive direction and high level of school improvement the school is accustomed to. The Review, 

overall, was an absolute celebration of the school’s achievements over the previous four years. Our 

school’s high level of achievement was acknowledged by the Reviewer, Kevin Enright and Senior         

Education Improvement Leader, Carolyn Elliot. Thank you to the many students and parents who       

participated in the forums; your feedback was most valuable and has contributed to the development of 

our next strategic plan.  I am extremely proud of our school and of the very positive reputation it holds 

in the community. I know that the school will continue to thrive and provide the best learning            

opportunities for all the students.  Once approved, the 2022 – 2026 Strategic Plan will be published onto 

our website for your viewing. The school’s 2022 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) will also be updated 

to reflect the goals and targets of the Strategic Plan. This too will be published onto our website.  



State School Spectacular: I am most pleased to announce that our school will be participating in 

this year’s State School Spectacular. Our participation this year is due to the wonderful commitment our 

teachers have to their students in working above and beyond. Put simply, the teachers, particularly      

Mr Reiter, Mrs Keep, Mrs Hodgson, Ms Chebbou and Mr Ringin were united in supporting our schools 

participation this year.  I am very proud of their dedication and know that the students from Donvale PS 

who will be a part of the SSS will also be very grateful that they now can be a part of this wonderful    

experience. Thank you also to Kerry Gerraty, who has once again this year, offered her professional   

services to support our school. Kerry has been a great advocate for our school’s participation for many 

years. We are fortunate to have her support. Even though I will not be at Donvale PS in term 3 when the 

SSS presents, I will certainly be looking forward to attending the performance and cheering on our     

students.  

 

A Fond Farewell: After 11 years as Principal of Donvale PS, I now write my final Snippets         

newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the amazing privilege of allowing me 

to lead this beautiful school and welcoming me into your lives. It is rather bittersweet that I say my   

goodbyes. Whilst I am very much looking forward to sleep ins on cold winter mornings, long lunches 

with friends and quality time with my family, I will deeply miss the Donvale PS community which I have 

come to know as my ‘second family’. I have made lifelong friends at the school that will be with me     

forever. I have met many extraordinary children that have touched my heart and changed my life and I 

have met some of the most wonderful teachers and parents that ever exist. What a marvellous journey it 

has been! I am leaving with much pride knowing that the school is in such a good place and in very good 

hands. The new leadership team comprising of Mrs Vesdrevanis and Mrs Rassias and the exceptional staff 

will ensure that the school will continue to flourish. I will look forward to reconnecting during significant 

occasions at the school throughout this year and beyond. Thank you all for everything – I leave with the 

best memories anyone could wish for! 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

REMINDER: EARLY DISMISSAL THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 

2.30PM 

------------ 

Term 2 commences  

Monday 24th April 

----------- 

ANZAC DAY PUBIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 25th April 

 



FROM THE  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

What a bittersweet moment for our school, the retirement of Mrs Lena Clark.  After 40 years in        

Education, 11 of which have been here at Donvale Primary School, it is time for Lena to farewell the    

profession and spend some quality time with her family.  

 

Lena has made such an impact on the students, parents and staff here at Donvale Primary School. She has 

been instrumental in many changes here at the school….all for the better I might add. Lena changed our 

school uniform, modernised the facilities and brought about a sense of pride in the students and the   

community. Lena developed and continues to instill the school values of respect, responsibility, resilience, 

compassion and gratitude to our students, modelling these values every day. 

 

Lena has always prioritised students’ learning and wellbeing. Her belief that students thrive when the   

parents and the school work together is evident in her constant communication with families and her 

open door policy. Lena’s tireless efforts in supporting all students and their families was especially        

apparent during the pandemic.  

 

Staff have had the pleasure and opportunity to learn so much from Lena. Her leadership has helped us to 

achieve remarkable success, and her vision, wisdom and guidance has made our school what it is today, a 

school of excellence. 

 

On behalf of all the students, families and staff of Donvale Primary School, I would like to express our 

heartful gratitude to Mrs Clark for her commitment and dedication to Donvale Primary School. She has 

made our school a wonderful place to learn and work; a place where we all feel connected as a         

community. Lena will be greatly missed and she will always be remembered as an outstanding leader, 

mentor and friend. Wishing you health and happiness as you start this new chapter in your 

life…..retirement. 

 

Good Bye Tension, Hello Pension! 



March 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 

District Tennis (4 students) 

 

4 

Foundation Teddy Bear 

Picnic 

 

5  

All day:  Summer Round 

Robin - Gr 5/6 

6 

Last day Term 2 - 2.30   

dismissal 

 

24 

First day of Term 2 

 

25 

ANZAC DAY - Public holiday 

   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31 

All day:  Summer Round Robin 

- Grade 5/6 

Foundation Teddy Bear Picnic 

April 

Sunday 

2nd April 



FROM THE SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT ... 

Dear Lena 

As you prepare to take leave leading up to your retirement, I wanted to take the time to express our 

gratitude and appreciation for all you have done for our wonderful community at Donvale Primary 

School.   

Over the years, you have been an amazing leader and role model for all of us, truly inspiring us to       

celebrate excellence and be the best versions of ourselves.  You’ve created a supportive and inclusive 

environment where everyone feels valued and respected.  

It has always been so clear your top priority is our children and the evidence is shining bright in a school 

full of happy children who love being there every day.  

Your commitment to building a community where our children’s well-being is the foundation for their 

education has created a school where everyone knows they are part of something very special.   

As you begin this new chapter, please know you will be deeply missed, and that you leave behind a school 

we are all proud to be part of.  Thank you for everything you have done.  We hope your new adventures 

are filled with excitement and joy.   

 

Sarah Rubython 

School Council President 

 

School Council aims to represent our whole school community and we welcome conversation, ideas and 

discussion at any time. Please feel free to email the school at donvaleps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:donvaleps@education.vic.gov.au


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

GENERAL 

Anzac Day is on Tuesday the 25th April (which is the day after we return to Term 2).  

We have some merchandise on sale from the office. 

Badges $2 

Key rings $4 

Pens $5 

Bracelets $3  

The Donvale Dads Group 

The Donvale Dads group have organised a new event for this SUNDAY on April 2nd At 10.30am.  All   

Fathers and Fatherly-figures are welcome to bring your kids for some fun at the local BMX track in Park 

Orchards, followed by a free BBQ! 

For new Parents to the school, the group is all about creating fun between Dads and fatherly-figures and 

their kids in the school and local community. 

Bring your bikes and pack the footy or frisbee too, there is plenty of space on and around the track to 

ride! 

Please see the flyer for details and to RSVP using the WhatsApp QR code or click the following link 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/IldjvVmSCaD1d05YHGz76o. 

We hope to see you there! 

**Notes:  

Tips – To ensure a safe day, the local BMX club have recommended all riders wear long sleeve tops and 

long pants, gloves and closed toe shoes and don’t forget your properly fitted helmet. 

This event is weather dependent, however it’s looking ok for Sunday! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FIldjvVmSCaD1d05YHGz76o&data=05%7C01%7Cwendy.cheesman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfacc94ee22b043709ce408db3044b718%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63815684400035590


LITERACY NEWS ... 

                          Upcoming Writing Competitions 

 

If your child enjoys writing, then we’d encourage them to have a go at entering 

one of these writing competitions. Please use the links below to find out more  

details about each competition. If you’d like more information, please don’t      

hesitate to contact Sarah Hodgson (sarah.hodgson@education.vic.gov.au) 

 

Junior Journalist competition 

This free competition is run by Kids News for children in years 3-9.  They can write or record a news or 

sports story. The grand prize winner will be a guest on the Studio 10 Program hosted by Narelda Jacobs. 

Entries close on Thursday 6th April.  

For more details please visit the Kids News website - https://www.kidsnews.com.au/junior-journo 

 

The Author of Tomorrow 

This is a UK competition is run by the Wilbur Smith Foundation, and anyone from around the world can 

enter so long as they write in English. It is designed to find the adventure writers of the future.  

The categories include:  

11 years and under - write a 500 word piece 

12 years and older - write between 1500-5000 words 

 

The Wilbur Smith Foundation’s definition of adventure writing is: 

‘What are the essential ingredients of a great adventure story? An impossible quest? Action? Romance? 

Insurmountable odds? A pacy plot? Danger? A great adventure story often contains all these elements and 

many more besides, but the most important thing in any adventure story is the feeling of being on an epic 

journey.  

We expect a true adventure story, and all entries to the Wilbur Smith Adventure Writing Prize, to: 

• Take the reader on an epic journey, exploring new horizons – be they historical or geographical 

• Explore the themes of courage, endurance and resourcefulness 

• Allow readers to connect with a different reality or culture 

• Keep a reader turning the pages from the very start to finish not only due to the story, but also the     

excellent writing 

Entries close on Sunday 30th April. 

For more details and to enter please visit the Wilbur Smith Foundation website:  

https://www.wilbur-niso-smithfoundation.org/index.php/awards/author-of-tomorrow-2019/submissions 

 

https://www.kidsnews.com.au/junior-journo
https://www.wilbur-niso-smithfoundation.org/index.php/awards/author-of-tomorrow-2019/submissions


Laura Literary Awards for Prose 

This is a free writing competition open to all Australian students where a short story needs to be       

submitted. 

The categories include: 

Upper Primary (11-12 yrs) A short story up to 800 words, Prize $25 

Junior Primary (9-10 years) A short story up to 800 words, Prize $25 

 

Entries close on Friday 12th May. These entries must be mailed, there is no option to submit these     

electronically. 

For more details and to enter, please click on the link to go to their entry form - https://

rockyriverriters.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/lla_entry_form_2023.pdf 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

We have made a flying start to this year’s Reading Challenge with nearly 1500 books already read and 

enjoyed by our students. 

The Year 3/4 students are leading the way with many already having completed the challenge! They are 

also doing a fabulous job at writing reviews for the books that they have read. Well done 3/4 students & 

teachers! 

Happy Reading! 

https://rockyriverriters.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/lla_entry_form_2023.pdf
https://rockyriverriters.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/lla_entry_form_2023.pdf


5/6 News ... 

Harmony Week 

By Isabelle F 

Last week was Harmony week. We learnt about living in a multi-cultural society, racism and being a     

migrant. We did some activities about our culture and we created a hand that showed who we are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Books 

By 5/6H 

We work on a memory book whilst in the senior building. This book is where we write about any       

activities, special events and excursions that happen. At the end of Grade 6 we have a scrapbook full of 

special memories for us to keep. We share this book with our family and friends at graduation too. 

 

 

Stepping up to Leadership 

Our school leaders spent the day in the city with Mrs Clark on Tuesday at the ‘Stepping up to           

Leadership’ conference. The aim of the day was to further their leadership skills and knowledge.  

They all had a great time! Neve said that she enjoyed having the opportunity to go up on stage to try to 

recite the alphabet backwards. Jasper also liked going up onto stage to participate in a history quiz. Pella 

& Harry thought the loud noises activities were great because it gave them all the opportunity to      

communicate with others. They all enjoyed taking public transport to and from the city and are grateful 

for the opportunity. What superstars!  





 Birthday Wishes To 
Pella S, Marcus D, Holly L, Theresa L, Colbie E, Matthew R, J B T, Jimmy T, 

Sophia T, Emily D, Dominic C, Charlie M, Addy D, Keira M, Harry S, Max M, 

Sarah J, Luke S, Eleanor M, Luke Z, Dana H, Charlotte M 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 30th March to 26th 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its    

Management, and teachers do not endorse the products or services of any 

advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or          

undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or completeness of 

the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the 

advertisers.  





The Unicorn Festival is a magical and enchanting 
event. This festival celebrates the mythical creature 
of the Unicorn and offers visitors the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in a world of  fantasy and   
magic. Pre-book in advance and save 10% - Use 
code UNICORN10 at checkout.  Last year this event 
sold out, book now to avoid missing out! 

KRYAL CASTLE 


