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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 
Donvale PS Mobile Phones Policy: I’d like to bring to your attention our school’s Mobile Phones 

Policy. Please see link below. A reminder that personal mobile phones must not be used at the school 

during school hours including lunch times and recess unless an exception has been granted. At our 

school,  students are required to hand in their phone to the General Office at the beginning of the school 

day and collect it at the end. Our Office Manager, Wendy, will ensure that their phone is stored in the 

office security room. This includes smart watches and other communication devices. Unfortunately, I am     

compelled to send this reminder to our parent community as we have had several instances where the 

expectations within this policy have been breached. Our School Policy is in accordance with DET’s      

Ministerial policy which is formally issued by the Minister for Education under section 5.2.1(2)(b).  

Please see links.  

Mobile Phones — Student Use: Policy | education.vic.gov.au 

 DPS-Mobile-Phone-Policy-2020.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

If you need to contact your child, you are asked to do this via our Office. Conversely, if a message needs 

to be brought to you, this too will occur via the Office. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 

 

Twilight Working Bee: A reminder that our Twilight Working Bee is being held tomorrow         

afternoon from 4.00 – 6.00pm. With all the rain we have had in recent times, the weeds have certainly 

flourished and now it’s time for them to go! We also have some mulching to do and lots of tidying up. 

With such big school grounds, there is always so much to do to help keep our school in its best          

condition. Your help with this would be very much appreciated. If you are able to attend, please bring 

lawn mowers, whipper snippers, gardening tools, trimmers, blowers, brooms and lots of energy. Our 

wonderful Parents Association will be providing a delicious sausage sizzle for all the hard workers to   

enjoy. The weather forecast is looking promising so let’s get together for the final Working Bee for this 

year.  We hope that you can join us. 

 

Foundation Transition: The Foundation transition program to date, has welcomed our new      

Foundation 2023 students and their families to our school. Thank you to the teachers, Miss Farrington 

and Miss Valentine who are doing a wonderful job getting to know the newest members of our school 

community. We are now looking forward to the Parent Information evening to be held Wednesday 30th 

November. We know that this can be a stressful and overwhelming time particularly for first time school 

parents, so the team has worked hard to ensure that the transition program provides a welcoming and 

informative environment to enable both our parents and students a successful start to school life. A final 

get-together for the 2023 Foundation students this year will take place on Thursday 15th December from   

17th November 2022 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-using-mobile-phones/policy?Redirect=1
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Mobile-Phone-Policy-2020.pdf


3.45 – 4.15pm where a ‘Play date’ has been arranged for the students and their families. This is a terrific 

opportunity for the children and their parents to further connect with the school in a more relaxed and 

casual manner. We shall look forward to welcoming them all back again then.  

Election Day BBQ: With our school being a polling venue for next week’s State election, our PA are 

again offering a BBQ sausage sizzle and cake stall to all visitors to our school. There will also be several 

market stalls on the school grounds selling their wares. If you’re coming into the school to vote, I       

encourage you to spend some time enjoying the market atmosphere and perhaps make a purchase or 

two.  The PA’s call out for cake stall contributions will be out shortly. We had such a wonderful         

response of support with this earlier this year; I hope that our community can once again support us   

generously with this.  

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 

 

 

                          Diary Reminder: End of Term 4 – Tuesday 20th December       

                                                               1.30pm Dismissal 

 

 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVALE P S  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

I’d like to bring your attention to the following website: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

It is from the eSafety Commissioner and provides a plethora of supportive resources for parents and   

carers to learn the latest strategies for helping children stay safer online.   

Are they old enough? 
How to navigate key online milestones for your child. 

Parents and carers play a key role in guiding their children as they first 

encounter the online world and begin to learn through exploration, play 

and social interaction.  

When is your child old enough to take their first online steps and begin 

to explore on their own? How soon are they ready for smartphones and 

social media accounts?  

It is a good idea to protect younger children from online risks such as encountering harmful content,   

contact with strangers or missing out on physical activity. But it is up to you to decide when and how they 

take these first steps, and how best to support them as they begin their online journey.  

On this page: 

• Should your preschooler be using online devices? 

• Is your child old enough for a smartphone? 

• When are they ready for social media accounts? 

• Determine your child's readiness for social media 

• Resources for parents 

81% of parents with preschoolers say their children use the internet. 

Of these parents, 94% report that their child was using the internet by the age of 4. This might be via a 

tablet or iPad (92%), a smartphone (85%) or a computer (83%).  More digital parenting                         

research: supervising preschoolers online and digital families 

Should your preschooler be using online devices?  

Children often have access to connected devices like tablets and smartphones from a very young age. 

They might be watching a favourite program through streaming services, using educational apps or simply 

viewing photos with your family and friends.  

If you set some rules, manage access and stay involved, there is no reason why your preschooler should 

not enjoy the benefits of being online. You can also read our tips on online safety basics for preschoolers. 

How much time should my child spend online?  

There is no magic figure. The right amount of time that children should spend online is debated, 

with recent research suggesting the evidence of harm relating to screen time is overstated. Choosing the 

right amount of screen time for your preschooler will depend on the individual needs of your child and 

your family.  

  

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough#should-your-preschooler-be-using-online-devices
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough#is-your-child-old-enough-for-a-smartphone
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough#when-are-they-ready-for-social-media-accounts
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough#key-questions-to-help-determine-your-childs-readiness-for-social-media
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/are-they-old-enough#resources-for-parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/research/digital-parenting/supervising-preschoolers-online
https://www.esafety.gov.au/research/digital-parenting/digital-families
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/online-safety-basics
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/health-impacts-screen-time-guide-clinicians-parents


When deciding how much time your preschooler should spend online, consider the 
following factors  
• your child’s age and their maturity level  

• their individual learning needs   

• your family’s routine  

• your level of involvement and interaction with them while they are online  

• the quality and nature of what they are doing online  

• It can be easy to focus only on the amount of time spent online, but the quality of the online media 

they are engaging with, and your involvement and interaction with them while they are using online 

media, is just as important.   

For example, a five-year-old can get a lot out of spending 30 minutes creating an artwork on a screen   

together with you. An activity like this, involving the imaginative use of shape and colour, can help them 

to develop their fine motor and conversational skills.   

Our guide to screen time for parents and carers can help you work out a healthy balance across your 

child’s online and offline activities. It also includes the signs to watch out for if your child’s online activities 

may be having a negative impact on them.  

How do I choose age-appropriate content?  

Good-quality media can support your child’s learning, especially if it ties in with their interests or sparks 

their imagination.  

The following sites can help you make informed decisions about your family’s entertainment choices.  

• Check age ratings and consumer advice for apps and games on devices your children use via the 

App Store or Google Play. Visit the Australian Classification Board’s online database when         

reviewing movies and games. 

• Raising Children Network  has advice about choosing video games, online games and apps.  

• NetAware (UK) offers a guide to popular social media apps, sites and games, including risks, age          

recommendations and safety tips.  

• Children and Media Australia provides reviews of movies, apps and games, including gambling    

content   advice, searchable by age and platform.  

• Commonsense Media (US) offers a database of apps, games and websites searchable by age.  

Is your child old enough for a smartphone? 

A smartphone is about much more than making phone calls. It allows your child to spend time online  

using their own device, rather than a shared family tablet or computer. It literally puts the online world in 

their hands.  

For many parents and carers, giving a five year old their own smartphone may seem like it is a step too 

far. For others, it might offer them peace of mind and security to know they can keep in touch with their 

child – especially in an emergency.  

The right age for your child will depend on their level of maturity and your family routine. It is worth  

asking yourself the following questions before handing over a digital device.  

• Does my child have a good sense of responsibility?  

• Are they able to stick to the rules?  

• Do they show a good understanding of actions and consequences?  

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/screen-time
http://www.classification.gov.au/Pages/Search.aspx
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/media/video-games-apps
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://childrenandmedia.org.au/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews


• Do they come to me or another trusted adult when they are distressed or if they encounter prob-

lems?  

• What are the rules about when and where my child can use their smartphone? For example, will 

they  only be able to use it while they are away from the house, and not in their bedroom at night.  

For younger children it may be best to start with a mobile phone without internet access, and only      

introduce a smartphone when they demonstrate an appropriate level of maturity. There are a range of 

mobile devices available that allow you to control which tools or services your child has access to.   

Some younger children might argue that they are ready for a smartphone, especially if their friends      

already have one. But it is worth holding out until you feel confident that your child is mature enough.  

If you have a family online safety contract (see online safety basics), it would be a good idea to go through 

it carefully with your child in the context of the new responsibilities they are taking on with their own 

phone.  

When are they ready for social media accounts? 

Both the physical age of your child and their level of maturity and resilience can affect their ability to have 

positive experiences on social media.  

Each social media site and app has its own criteria for minimum age requirements. Most require users to 

be at least 13 years of age before they can register, although some sites are created especially for children 

under 13.   

Generally, the 13-year age requirement is not necessarily because the site is unsafe for children to use 

but to comply with a US law — the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (COPPA), which 

prevents collection and storage of personal information from children under 13 years of age.  

What are the benefits and risks of using social media?  
The eSafety Guide includes information about the different benefits and risks associated with how social 

media is used. These include: 

• anonymous communication 

• content sharing 

• encrypted communication 

• gaming 

• in-app or in-game purchasing  

• live steaming 

• location sharing 

• messaging/online chat 

• online relationships 

• photo/video sharing 

• voice chat 

• video calling 

Key questions to help determine your child’s readiness for social media  

We suggest considering these questions to determine whether your child is ready for social media.   

Does your child know how to deal with negative online experiences?  
If you think your child would be very upset by a negative experience online, you may need to guide them  

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/online-safety-basics
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/anonymous
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/content-sharing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/encrypted
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/gaming
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/in-app-purchasing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/live-streaming
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/location-sharing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/messaging-online-chat
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/online-relationships
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/photo-video-sharing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/voice-chat
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide/video-calling


closely if you allow them to establish a social media account.   

Look through online profiles and public feeds together, and talk about how some people behave           

differently online. Teach them how to filter abusive comments, block and report people.  

Does your child understand the importance of protecting their                              
personal information?   
Explaining to a child why privacy is important can be difficult. Start by describing what personal            

information is. Emphasise that it includes anything that can identify them, such as their mobile number, 

email address, photos, the name of their school, and any sporting clubs they belong to. Remind them that 

photos can contain information that could be used to identify them, such as a photo taken right outside 

your house or a photo of them in their school uniform.   

Let them know that if they share personal information online, it could mean that others, including 

strangers could use it in ways they may not have thought about. Someone could even post bullying     

messages or inappropriate photos on social media while pretending to be them.  

See privacy and your child for more tips on this.  

Does your child understand how privacy settings for social media work?  
Show your child how to view the privacy settings for each social media service you use. Talk about the 

settings you have selected for your accounts and why you chose them. You can find advice on privacy 

settings in The eSafety Guide. 

If you would like help with technology, including how to use social media services yourself, Be            

Connected provides step-by-step advice on the basics and more.  

Does your child understand what is safe to share online?  
If you are concerned your child may post personal information that allows people to identify and locate 

them – even after you have talked about  the dangers – then they may need your help to use social media 

sites.  

Discuss the risks of 'checking in', tagging people in photos, sharing nude or sexually suggestive pictures, 

meeting online friends in person, making offensive comments and other behaviour that is considered   

unacceptable.  

Does your child know how to report cyberbullying and other kinds of                   
abusive content?  
Although there are huge benefits to being connected through social media, your child may experience 

some form of online bullying or harassment. If this happens, it is important that they know how to     

manage and report this behaviour. 

Together with your child, check the safety resources for individual social media services and look for    

information about how to block and report other users.  Read The eSafety Guide for more online safety 

advice including how to report inappropriate content on different platforms. 

You can also report online harm to eSafety. We can help you with:  

• Cyberbullying – when someone uses online content or communication to seriously humiliate, seri-

ously harass, seriously intimidate or seriously threaten a child or young person under the age of 18. 

• Image-based abuse – when someone shares, or threatens to share, an intimate photo or video of a 

person without their consent, no matter what their age.  

• Child sexual abuse material – we prioritise the investigation of online child sexual abuse material 

and work with law enforcement to remove this content wherever it is hosted.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/privacy-child
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/topic-library/essentials/more-online-skills/socialising-online
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/topic-library/essentials/more-online-skills/socialising-online
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/cyberbullying
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/image-based-abuse
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/Illegal-restricted-content


Find out more about how to make a report to eSafety. 

Is your child willing to let you establish clear rules and supervise their social        
media activity?  
It is a good idea to supervise your child’s online activity, at least initially and certainly with younger      

children. Be clear on things like when and where online devices can be used and when they need to be 

switched off. The way a preschooler or younger child begins to use connected devices will instil good 

online habits from the start and help them transition to using social media later on.  

When your child first starts to use social media, talk with them about how to do this in a way that you 

are both comfortable with. Help them to understand why and how you would like to support them as 

they begin to explore. It may be tricky having this conversation, particularly with tweens and teens, but 

getting their agreement will keep the lines of communication open between you and ensure that they feel 

able to come to you for help if they encounter any problems. This is especially important so you can   

continue to support them.   

Talk with your child about which social media services they would like to use. 

Come to an agreement you are both comfortable with about how they can use these services. You might 

discuss the following:  

• Which types of content they can post – it is a good idea to look at examples together and discuss 

the pros and cons of different posts.  

• How often they should post.  

• How often you are comfortable with them checking social media.  

You can read more about creating a family online safety contract in online safety basics. 

Another strategy is to become their friend or follow their social media accounts. This will enable you to 

observe what they are doing online and support them to make safer choices about what they share and 

how they share it.  But be prepared to learn more than you might like about their friends and possibly 

about them.   

Try to resist talking about the specifics of their online activity unless, for example, you are worried about 

particular things they have posted – and keep your comments offline. It is much better to start the chat in 

person, one-on-one, and let them guide the discussion if specific issues come up, than it is to post online 

safety tips in comment form. If you intervene too much or comment publicly, it can embarrass them and 

break their trust. This may prompt them to use a separate profile without your knowledge or restrict 

what you can see by sharing to restricted groups of friends or followers, before you think they are ready 

to venture out on their own.  

Finding the right balance about how much to supervise your child’s online activity will depend on your 

family’s culture and the individual needs of your child. Be prepared for your child to need more support 

from you at particular times, and to resist your support at other times. Eventually they will be ready to 

explore on their own – but keep the lines of communication open so they can come to you with any   

concerns they may have.  

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/report/how-to-report-serious-online-abuse-illegal-restricted-content
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/issues-and-advice/online-safety-basics


FROM THE  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

Professional Learning and Irabina   

The staff at Donvale Primary School participate in various Professional Learning opportunities through out 

the year. This week and on our Curriculum Day on the 1st November, we engaged the services of Irabina 

and explored what Autism is, how it presents in mainstream students and how, as a school, we can      

further support students who are on the spectrum.  

Irabina is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to helping individuals and their families adapt and flourish 

as autistic individuals across the life span. Irabina also offers parent/carer workshops, available via         

teleconference and in person. These workshops aim to empower parents and carers with an expanded 

autism toolkit that maximises support for individuals on the spectrum. Please click on the link below for 

more information.   

Parent/Carer Workshops - Irabina Autism Services 

 

Past Student Successes 

It is so lovely to hear from past students about what is happening in their lives post Donvale Primary 

School. Jasmine Buszko, one of our past students and School Captain, entered into the Youth Alpaca 

show at the Royal Geelong Show and won the Preliminary Intermediate Showmanship and Stockmanship 

events, as well as Champion Parader.   

For the Showmanship event, Jasmine had to walk the alpaca (named Teddy), take the harness off and on, 

show the alpaca’s teeth and fleece and answer several grilling theory questions about alpacas and caring 

for alpacas. For the Stockmanship event, she had to lead the alpaca though a course of different surfaces 

and different activities.  She’s judged on her control and relationship with the alpaca. 

Congratulations Jasmine!   

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irabina.com%2Fparent-carer-workshops%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.rassias%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7a3dc67885184a6b790408dabe22cad5%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63803135389665


November 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

21 

All day:  Gr 1/2 Werribee 

Zoo Excursion 

 

22 

 

23 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

 

24 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

9.15-10.15/2.00-3.00:  2023 

Foundation Transition 

25 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

 

28 29 30   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

‘Elf on the shelf’ Incursion 

for Foundation to Gr 2 

Gr 1/2 Camp activities day 

Gr 2 Movie night 

2 

CURRICULUM DAY –Report writing 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

7 

Celebration concert and 

carols 

11.15 Gr 3-6  

2.15  Foundation-Gr 2 

8 

‘Meet the teacher’ session 

 

 

9 

Foundation breakfast 

Foundation camp day 

11.15:  Foundation to Gr 2 ‘Tim 

Credible Magic’ Incursion 

12 

Whole school swimming 

program 

13 

Whole school swimming 

program 

Year 7 Orientation Day 

14 

Whole school swimming 

program 

15 

Whole school swimming 

program 

Grade 6 Graduation Night 

16 

Whole school swimming program 

Gr 3/4 Pizza class party 

Gr 1/2 Pizza class party 

19 

 

 

20 

Last Day of Term: 

1.30 Dismissal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 





QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

GENERAL 

Classroom Cuisine 

Classroom Cuisine lunches are available on Monday and Wednesday.   

Order online until 8.30am on the day lunch is required.  Go to classroomcuisine.com.au 

Rapid Antigen Tests 

Please ask at the office if you are requiring more tests. 

Disc Carpark 

Parents please drive slowly through the Disc carpark.  It is a shared zone, student 

and parent safety is most important. 





The Grade 5/6 students created     

poppies for Remembrance Day 

RSPCA Pawsome Stories Finalists! 

Congratulations to Charlotte, Isabella, Zahlia, Maya and Adeeba who have been named finalists in the 

RSPCA’s Pawsome Stories Competition. What an amazing achievement. They each wrote a piece about 

‘The day I found out my pet has superpowers’ or about ‘How pets were important during COVID 19 

lockdowns’. 

They were selected as finalists out of hundreds of entrants. They have been invited to the awards        

ceremony in a couple of weeks where the winner will be announced. These super stars are already     

winners in our eyes! Here are the stories they wrote.  

Remembrance Day 



Crumpet the Hero 

By Maya F 



If your pet had a Superpower, what would it be? 

By: Isabella M 

Imagine if your pet had a superpower? Do you know what it is and why they have it? How do they use it, 

is it good or bad? 

Golden Retrievers are one of the most precious dogs in the world. One of the unique superpowers the 

puppy has is Empathy. They have the ability to understand and share the feelings of their owners. When 

you are down, miserable or depressed, who is there for you? 

A Golden Retriever is someone to comfort you, to dry up your tears. Someone to be there, to quiet 

your fears. A companion, a pal and a very best friend. Someone to trust and to love till the end. 

If you had a Golden Retriever they would always care to think about you. They would go on with their 

life day by day respecting you. If you notice one dog licking you after a dreadful day, they can feel you. 

I can picture coming home to the most beautiful and loving puppy in the world. I know I won’t have to 

worry about anything. Golden Retrievers will protect you, love you and give all their respect to you. 

Golden Retrievers have the best Superpower of all. Empathy!! 

 

How were dogs important during Covid-19 lockdown  

By Zahlia G 

Do you know the feeling of coming home on a rainy day to sunshine? 

A dog is a mysterious animal sent from god. Dogs bark and dance till night when they want to play but if 

their owner is sad they will ask for nothing but give you more. 

Covid lockdown is a depressing time where all you need is human interaction, but I would rather have a 

ball of joy to lick my face, make me smile and love me unconditionally. A dog is a reason to get up, a dog 

is a special personalised companion and a dog is an umbrella in the rain to help you throughout the day. 

It has been proven that for some owners during Covid lockdown it did increase stress levels because of 

finance issues but for me a dog is worth more than all the money in the world.  

“ I have found that when you are deeply troubled there are things you get from the silent devoted com-

panionship of a dog that you can get from no other source”- Daisy Day 

 

How pets were important during COVID-19 lockdown 

By Adeeba H 

Dogs helped so many people in the Covid-19 pandemic. Since so many people were depressed because 

most of their relatives died from coronavirus or caught coronavirus. This is where dogs come in. Studies 

shows that dogs/puppies have reduced anxiety, depression and mental health issues in peoples lives    

during the Covid-19 pandemic. Dogs make owners feel loved and accompanied. 

The loyalty from the dogs always make the owner feel joy in their soul. The owners always have to take 

their dogs on for walks. During the pandemic more than 10 million people never went outside during 

quarantine periods. Then they get used to staying inside which caused horrible habits. But dog owners 

get to go outside and make good habits from walking dogs everyday. This is all the ways that dogs helped 

humans during the pandemic. 

These fine animals helped humans everyday to persevere during the pandemic. They also make humans 

want to stay in this cruel world. Just remember dogs play an important role  in people’s emotional lives. 



The Investigator Cat 

By Charlotte B 

I used to think that I had a normal cat, like everyone else…Until..well..I found that my cat actually can 

talk. At first I thought I was going crazy but, somehow This is all real… I still can’t believe it to this day, 

that I have a talking sassy and posh cat.  

The day before I found out about my cat, I bought  a new brand of cat food from a new pet store that 

just opened up last Monday near my house. I did not think much about the new cat food because Henry, 

my cat, enjoyed it.  

When I woke up from a nap I saw my cat sitting on my chest staring at me and said in a posh voice, 

“hello mother, I would like to have my morning cat food”. I stood up in shock staring at the “innocent” 

eyes of the cat in front of me. Of course I thought I was going crazy, so I just bought food for my cat and 

went back to my room. 

 Before I could close the door, Kibble ran up to my bedroom door and said “thank you mother for my 

meal, I will be expecting my second meal of the day at exactly 12:45pm sharp”.  

I stood there in complete shock trying to understand what just happened. So I did what everyone else 

would do and said to my cat “wait…you can talk?! Since when?” My cat simply replied with “of course I 

can talk you silly human! After you fed me that new cat food it somehow made me talk your human lan-

guage”. “Can’t you just talk like a normal cat again?” “Yes I could, but I won’t “. 

“I want my lunch now mother, it's now 12:45pm! Hurry now! Chop chop!” I just stood there once again. 

Is this reality now? Am I going to live for the rest of my life with a cat that talks? Will people think I’m 

crazy? Am I going crazy? I need to know!  

I walked past  Henry and into the kitchen, I got a bowl of cat food and gave it to him. I then asked again, 

“are you real? Is this a dream?” Then kibble again simply replied with” ugh you silly human, of course this 

is not a dream. This is now reality. Get used to it already!” Then he simply ate his food without a care in 

the world and like nothing just happened. 

I stood up and said “I’m going to school now, I’ll be back soon”. The cat jumped up like he saw another 

cat “you are NOT going to school! We need to save the city!” “I’m sorry what?” 

And since that day my cat and I have been saving the city. We have stopped people 

from stealing pets from the fluffy pets pet store and little things like helping people find 

who stole their dogs pet collar. We are very popular around our city because of our 

investigation skills and how quickly we help people find their pets or belongings. 

 

 

 

 



At the end of Term 3, the Year 3/4s were lucky enough to purchase twelve extraordinary Dash Robots. 

The students got to name them as a whole cohort, deciding on some fantastic names, like Zip, Cash and 

Spot.  

So far this term, the students have had a great time learning how to use them using the apps, ‘Go,’ which 

allows them to drive the robots, and ‘Blockly,’ which controls them using block coding. It has been so 

much fun using this technology in Maths, where we attempted to make accurate turns during our Angles 

unit. We are looking forward to continuing our learning adventure with these robots as the term       

progresses. 

CODING With The Yr 3/4 Students 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Sign up sign up—we need YOUR help for  

Market day  

Jump on Signup now  

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra  

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS  

A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT TO THE WEEKLY HELPERS THIS YEAR. CANTEEN TAKES A LOT 

OF WORK. Thank you!!  

 

Juice, icy poles, cookies and popcorn. $1 each  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


 Birthday Wishes To 
       Patrick P, Nataliya-Grace K, Kingsley L, Rachel H, Lucy M, Alexis E, Jayden 

C, Hudson M, Chloe Q, ,Grace B, Jared S, Zara G, Angela N 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th to 30th November 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  




