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                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

Welcome back! I hope that you were able to have some time over the recent two-week break to relax 

and have some fun with your family. I had a good break and particularly enjoyed the change of seasons 

which has brought us some very welcome mild and sunny weather.  It has been wonderful catching up 

with the children again and hearing their holiday stories. Particularly wonderful to hear stories of travel 

again especially after the very challenging times of the last two years. Marvellous to have this behind us 

now. I’m so amazed at how much the children have grown since I last saw them! Obviously something 

very magical happens at this time of the year where we see the children really blossoming and getting 

ready for their move up to their next year level. They all look great!  

We have had a very smooth start to the final term of the year which is shaping up to be yet another busy 

but exciting term for the students of Donvale PS. A highlight each year for our students is the school 

camping program. Our Year 5/6 students are readying themselves for their five day bush camp in     

Coonawarra coming up in week 4 and our Year 3/4 students will be attending their three day beach 

camp at Philip  Island during week 8. The Year 1 / 2 students experience a fun filled camping program on 

the school site whilst our foundation students enjoy a wonderful start to the day by coming to school in 

their pyjamas, having some breakfast and then readying themselves for school.  I know that there is much 

excitement for this. Of course, the teachers have again worked hard and planned some wonderful     

learning for their students throughout the term. Please keep an eye out for all the communication from 

your child’s class teacher where the term’s learning and activities will be outlined for you.  

Facility updates: Over the break, we have had some minor facility updates take place. This includes 

new signage on our Performing and Visual Arts building and some much need painting touch ups around 

the school. Our school is such a beautiful school and these little things all help to keep our school envi-

ronment inviting, welcoming and safe for our students and community in general. We are still waiting for 

our new shade shelter adjacent to the GP building to be completed. As this is a DET funded project, we 

are in their hands and so we will continue to do what we can to ensure that we get this project complet-

ed asap. As the weather is warming up, an addition to our school such as this will be most welcome and 

much needed. I will be sure to keep you informed on the progress of this work…shouldn’t be too far 

away now.    

 

6th October 2022 



Fundraising spending: We are always so grateful for the fundraising that the school gains from the 

various fundraising efforts across the school each year. The money raised always goes towards the      

purchase of much needed resources such as student take home books and facility upgrades. Recently, we 

utilised some of the fundraising to install new seating around the school and update our line markings; all 

terrific additions to our school grounds which provide further opportunities for student and community 

engagement.  At the end of last term, a number of ‘Robots’ were purchased for the year 3 /4 area. These 

Robots enable the students to further develop their STEM (Science, Technology, Maths) knowledge in an 

extremely creative and collaborative way…and a lot of fun! Further purchases yet to come are an       

upgrade to the take home readers in the junior school and new board games for the senior students. A 

very big thank you to our community for your ongoing support with our fundraising; always very much 

appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations for 2022 Student Placement:  We will shortly begin working on the 2023 class 

structure and student placement.  The placement of students for the coming year is a complex process 

where Leadership and teachers take great thought and sensitivity into this planning. Decisions of student 

placement is discussed, reflected upon and reviewed over a period of time. When developing individual 

classes each year, a number of factors are considered including academic ability, special skills and talents, 

social competencies, gender, students who work well together, those who may not work well together 

and friendship groupings. While the students are consulted about current friendships, it is only one of the 

criteria considered because building new relationships is also part of our education process and an im-

portant skill for students to develop. Please note that friendship groupings will be considered only when 

we know that the children would benefit from them.  We do not guarantee that all students will be 

placed with a friend or friends however we certainly will aim for students to be placed with a friend / 

friends who influence them positively. 

 

Parent input, based on student learning and / or social needs, is also considered. If students have any 

learning and/or social needs to be considered when placing them in classes for 2022, parents are invited 

to write to me use the google doc (see link below) stating their needs and requests for consideration. If 

parents have written requests in previous years, we do not retain these as student needs and friendships 

change from year to year. If the consideration from a previous year is still important, a new letter/email 

should be written and submitted via this google doc.  

The request opportunity can be accessed via this link.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCMsYnfuuJk8d3ujsXw-TDGXPp-sAakNisLEFindFoIxwjDg/

viewform?usp=sf_link 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScCMsYnfuuJk8d3ujsXw-TDGXPp-sAakNisLEFindFoIxwjDg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C01%7CLena.Clark%40education.vic.gov.au%7C47ccff6dbd7c4070a27608da
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScCMsYnfuuJk8d3ujsXw-TDGXPp-sAakNisLEFindFoIxwjDg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=05%7C01%7CLena.Clark%40education.vic.gov.au%7C47ccff6dbd7c4070a27608da


Parents often place requests for certain teachers to be their child’s class teacher. Following through with 

such requests can severely limit our ability to compile class lists based on the factors outlined earlier:   

academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who work well together 

and those who may not work well together.   Because of these reasons and for the possibility that     

teachers may leave the school, they may be deployed to other roles in the school and /or they may teach 

in a different area next year, parents requesting certain teachers for their child/ren will not be          

considered.  

The closing date for parents to forward through their letters of consideration is Friday 28th October. 

Please note that we will not consider information received after this date. I ask that you appreciate the 

complexity of this task and understand that changes, after classes have been developed, are extremely  

difficult to make.  

The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal.  I can assure you of 

my commitment to a most comprehensive and professional process with decisions made in the best     

interest of our students.   

As is our usual practice, your child will be informed of their class for 2022 towards the end of term 4 this 

year. An intra-school transition program will take place in December so that students will spend time with 

their teacher and classmates for the following year. Sometimes, however, it is difficult to provide that   

confirmed information as teacher movement can occur right up until the end of the year and even into 

the beginning of the following year.  If you have any queries regarding our student placement process for 

2023, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

2023 Planning:  If you know that your child will not be returning to Donvale PS in 2023, please contact 

the school immediately so that we can plan for this. Thank you.  

Welcome Mona Yan:  This week, we welcomed Mona Yan to our school as our Mandarin 

teacher. Ms Yan will be replacing Mr Koh for 12 months whilst he takes leave. I know that you will all join 

me in welcoming Ms Yan to our school.  

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 

 

 

REMINDER 
Monday 31st October and Friday 2nd December are Curriculum Days (students do not attend school on 

this day) 

Tuesday 2nd November – Melbourne Cup Public holiday 



FROM THE  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

Welcome back to term 4! I hope that everyone had a safe and restful break to recharge for the final term 

of the 2022 school year.  

SunSmart 

Just a gentle reminder that ALL students need to wear their school hats this term. As we are 

a SunSmart school, we take very seriously the need to be sun smart.                              

This includes 

• Wearing the approved broad-brimmed Donvale school hat outside 

• If students do not wear or have a hat, they will be restricted to play in the designated shade areas 

• Encouraging students to come to school wearing the a broad-spectrum water resistant sunscreen 

(30+) and to reapply it during the day 

 

 

 

Our SunSmart Policy can be found on our school website. 

Writers’ Festival and Art Show 

We celebrated our Writers’ festival and Art Show in the final week of term 3. It was so wonderful to see 

the brilliant writing and art work on display.  

I know both the students and the teachers worked very hard to bring us this event to life, after a very 

busy term.  

Each teacher nominated 2 students from their grade to achieve a Writers’ Festival Award – Best Writer 

and Most Improved Writer. The award winners were 

Foundation F -   Insiya M and Joshua C 

Foundation V -   Elsa S and Tahlia E 

Grade 1N -   Shuyuan W and Ava M 

Grade 1W -   Olivia Sand Amelia C 

Grade 1/2 M -   William S and Charlotte L 

Grade 2M -   Tyla P and Selene H 

Grade 2N -   Ayana N and CJ P 

Grade 3/4C -   Lucinda V and Tyson C 

Grade 3/4F -   Lyla H and Jasmine B 

Grade 3/4M -   JZ T and Jonathan L 

Grade 3/4T -   Tilly B and Cody N 

Grade 5/6H -   Jason S and Grace P 

Grade 5/6R -   Neve C and Kizito O 

Grade 5/6T -   Xavier S and Zayd E 





 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVALE P S  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Staying relevant in your child’s digital world 

As technology continues to advance at breakneck speed and our lives become more deeply immersed in 

the digital world, the challenges faced by parents in this uncharted territory can often feel overwhelming. 

As a parent, worrying comes naturally. We hear so much about the dangers of the digital age: the      

predators, the pornography, the paedophiles, the gaming obsessions, the screen addictions and the cyber 

bullying. 

We hear so much about the pitfalls and dangers of the connected world, we often overlook the vast   

possibilities digital technology can offer.  Through digital devices, we now have countless amazing ways 

to connect and collaborate, raise awareness, create, learn and share. For young minds, this is a            

tremendous opportunity, and making full use of these tools can give them a big lead in today’s competitive 

world. 

So how can we ensure that our kids can reap the very best of what technology has to offer, while at the 

same time protecting them from those negative elements? 

Make time to talk 

One of the best ways we can help kids make the most of these opportunities is to stay relevant. But how 

do we do that in a world that seems to move faster every day? How do we keep up when our kids      

already seem to know so much? 

We start by taking the time to get to know the kind of world they are growing up in. We try to          

understand the challenges they face. Because even if it seems they know a lot, kids do face challenges, and 

they will make mistakes. As parents, we need to ensure that those mistakes are ones they can recover 

from, and learn from. 

Be their guide 

Kids may well have a lot of knowledge when it comes to all things digital. But they are not necessarily as 

wise as their parents. Generally speaking, parents have a much deeper understanding of the world, the 

intricacies of different interactions, relationships and the complexities of human behaviour than kids do. 

Our kids are interacting and connecting with others in a world that is often beyond what they are        

developmentally and emotionally ready for. We need to help them cope with that. 

Play and interact more 

Sure, we all love the babysitting power of an iPad to ensure we can finish our coffee while its hot, or get 

dinner cooked without any interruptions. But if we also take the time to play with our kids and their    

devices, and take an interest in their digital playground, we can get a whole new perspective about what 

they enjoy. We get the bonus of staying current with interactive technology, as well as time to bond with 

them and enjoy some family time together. We also put ourselves in a much better position to set      

relevant boundaries and help kids understand those boundaries. 

Listen to others, and listen to your child 

If your friend’s child is playing a certain game, has a social media account or enjoys certain websites, then 

there is a good chance your child does too. Just as we would play at the park or hang out at the milk bar 

where our friends were when we were young, so too our kids will hang out where their mates are    

playing.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


So listen to those parents in the playground. Listen in to which popular apps and games are being talked 

about in the media.  Listen to your child. Ask them what they like to do. Ask them about their        

concerns and their challenges. You may never keep up with every single app or site that your child visits, 

but if you have a good understanding of the ways kids are using technology and the sorts of things      

technology is capable of, then you are in a much better position to help them use it safely and smartly. 

Be open and honest about what’s out there 

While there are times we get nostalgic about the good old days when screens and social media were not 

such an integral part of our lives, we can’t afford to live in denial about the role technology is playing and 

will continue to play in the lives of our children.  So rather than ignoring it completely or trying to 

avoid it, we need to be ready to have conversations that we may prefer not to have. We need to face the 

fact that the average age a child first sees pornography is about 11, and understand that this is a very real 

possibility for our children. So how do we prepare them for that? What conversations would we need to 

have if we suspect this has happened? Because we want to make sure that the education they are getting 

comes from us, and not from some random online source that we have no way of checking. 

So seek out knowledge. Take an interest in current tech trends. Talk to your kids, make them feel secure 

enough to discuss difficult topics with you, and put yourself in the best position to remain relevant to 

your child’s world. Be the one they come to should things go wrong. Be the one they come to share the 

positive experiences they have online. 

Our role as parents is not to shut down the internet accounts and take away the screens, but rather to 

ensure we are giving them the skills, the support, the understanding and the critical thinking skills to 

make the very best decisions every time they go online. 

 

Take an interest in current tech trends. Talk to your kids, make them feel    
secure enough to discuss difficult topics with you, and put yourself in the 
best position to remain relevant to your child’s world. Be the one they come 
to should things go wrong. Be the one they come to share the positive       
experiences they have online. 
By Martine Oglethrope 

 
Martine Oglethorpe 

Martine Oglethorpe is an accredited speaker with the Office of the eSafety Commissioner and has      

presented to numerous parent groups, schools and teachers. She is a speaker, counsellor and educator 

with a passion for building resilient kids in a digital world. Contact details:                                           

info@martineoglethorpe.com.au, themodernparent.net, facebook.com/themodernparent 

 

 



October 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    7 

9.00am:  PA meeting 

10 11 12 13 14 

17 18 19 20 21 

All day:  Environmental     

Leaders at Currawong Bush 

Park 

24 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

25 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

26 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

27 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

9.15-10.15/2.00-3.00:  2023 

Foundation Transition 

28 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

31 

Curriculum Day - Student 

Free Day 

    

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 

Melbourne Cup Holiday 

2 

7.00pm:  Gr 3/4 Camp Info 

Night 

3 

 

4 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

All day:  Gr 3/4 Zoo Excursion 

10 

9.15-10.15/2.00-3.00:  2023 

Foundation Transition 

11 

 

14 15 16 17 18 

21 

All day:  Gr 1/2 Werribee 

Zoo Excursion 

 

22 

 

23 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

 

 

24 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

9.15-10.15/2.00-3.00:  2023 

Foundation Transition 

25 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

 

 

28 29 30   

November 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Foundation: 

Our Foundation students will be learning about FORM and STYLE in music. They will create soundscapes 

to accompany pictures then mid-term we will begin looking at Music For Different Occasions. A variety 

of Christmas songs and musical play-a-longs will prepare us for an end of year performance. 

 

Year 1/2: 

This term will see the year 1 and 2 students learning about Music All Around Us (music from different 

times, from different lands, for different purposes.) As this level’s integration topic is “Our Wild World” 

students will sing several songs about Mini Beasts. Towards the end of the year we will learn a range of 

Christmas songs, hear the story and music of “The Nutcracker Ballet” and prepare for our end of year 

concert. 

 

Year 3/4: 

“Endangered Animals” is the integration topic this term so students will begin to explore how to use the 

GarageBand app to record sounds and write a song about their chosen animal. In addition they will     

explore PITCH and PATTERN and how to embrace different kinds of SOUNDS in music such as sound 

words, vocal and atmospheric sounds. Planning and preparing items for our end of year Christmas    

Concert will form the remainder of our lessons this term. 

 

Year 5/6: 

To complete this semester students in our Senior School will explore two kinds of musical styles: Reggae 

and Celtic. They will also learn some drama techniques such as improvisation and confidence building. 

Expanding their skills on the marimbas and ukuleles will form part of their preparation for our end of 

year concert. They will assist with the planning of this performance. During the final weeks our year 6 

students will be able to select some of their favourite activities for the whole class to enjoy. 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

The Art Room  

This term will see all year levels participating in Media Arts in the art room. As an extension of the Visual 

Arts, students will use media technology, consider how image and sound are used to tell stories, how 

people and communities are represented and how viewpoints can be manipulated. The tasks will range 

from making audio story recordings with sound effects, photography and stop motion movies.  

The Foundation students will also be exploring some textile techniques. Whilst the Year 5 students will 

make a felt toy to gift to their Buddy next year. As for the Year 6 students, they will finally be making the 

highly anticipated Graduation Bears. The excitement and emotional significant of these bears is quite   

special for our soon to be graduating students. 

All year levels will commence the term by taking part in the 1000 Hearts Kindness project. Please find 

further details in this newsletter.  

Art Show 

At the end of last term, we held our joint Writers’ Festival and Art 

Show Exhibition. It was a hub of    colourful creativity. Students were 

so proud of their pieces and it was wonderful to see so many families 

admiring the work. Thank you to everyone who visited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let the fun and creativity flow! 

Ms. De Stefanis 

 



DPS IS JOINING THE KINDNESS COMMUNITY 

1000 Hearts is a community project building on the incredible power of simple acts of 

kindness. Started in Australia in 2016, it involves making and sharing hand-stitched pocket 

hearts. Since its conception, many others have joined in, individually and in groups. The 

hearts are offered anywhere kindness is needed (and it’s needed everywhere). 

1000 Hearts believe that kindness can change the world. Here at Donvale we agree and 

this is why we have become a Heartist school. Over the coming weeks students across all 

levels will delve into ‘kindness’, how it looks, how it feels and how we can do more.  Then 

we will commence stitching our felt hearts to be dispersed into the wider community,    

including such places as local aged care facilities. 

 

YOUR FAMILY CAN JOIN IN TOO 

Shortly we will have 1000 Hearts Kits containing pre-cut felt hearts, thread and stuffing 

ready for you to collect and stitch whilst sharing thoughts of kindness with your families. 

When your completed hearts are returned to school we will send them off to our chosen 

community locations.  

 

I so look forward to seeing the kindness grow. 

Ms. De Stefanis 





MANDARIN - Miss Yan 

LOTE                                   

Mandarin                            

Chinese  

Nihao, hello, Everyone! 

Welcome back to Term 4! This term, students will continue their journey of learning Mandarin, having a 

lot of fun doing many new Mandarin activities from new topics as under.   

FOUNDATION:  

In Term 4, students will be introduced to a new topic of ‘Fruit’ by developing their 

colour words and expressions learned in Term 3. They will continuously develop their 

oral and conversational skills through this new topic. This term a new Chinese song 

called ‘the Fruit Song’ associated with the topic will be taught to help students learn 

fruit words. Memory and matching games will be played as well as jackstones as part 

of outdoor activities. 

 

 Grade 1/2:  

Students will be focused on developing their conversational skills this term. They will 

be introduced to a topic of ‘Telling the time and my daily life’ for Term 4. Students 

will also develop their Chinese grammatical knowledge and vocabulary learned      

previously in combination with new transport words. Memory and matching games 

will be played as well as making a paper clock as part of classroom activities. 

 

 Grade 3/4: 

Students will be introduced to a new topic of ‘Transport’ by developing their Chinese 

grammatical knowledge and vocabulary learned previously. Ten different types of 

transport will be introduced, and students will learn the usage of these words in    

sentence form, being able to say and understand them. Short role plays will be done 

in class and students will have an opportunity to look into the public transport      

system of China. 

 

Grade 5/6: 

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Sports’. They will be learning new            

vocabulary and expressions from both ball and non-ball sports, focusing on developing 

their conversational speaking ability this term. Students will also have a chance to   

investigate the different sports being played between Australia and Asian countries 

including China. Memory and matching games will be played as well as jackstones and 

Chinese hacky sack as part of outdoor activities. 
 

                                              



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Learning Specialist 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Market- 26th November 

If you would like to book a market spot 

or help with organising please contact 

Cathy on 0412 968 899 or Cathy         

Farrell02@gmail.com  

 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra  

Our next Meeting on Friday 7th        

October at 9:00 

It would be great to see some new 

people, toddlers/preschoolers  

ALL welcome  

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS 

A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT TO THE WEEKLY HELPERS 

THIS YEAR.  CANTEEN TAKES A LOT OF WORK. 

Thank you!! 

Juice, icy poles, cookies and popcorn. $1 each 

                    

 

Sign up zone 

please jump onto sign up 

NOW 

WE REALLY NEED EVERYONES 

HELP 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986






 Birthday Wishes To 
      Jayden H, Enzo P, Hannah R, Tyler B, Alethea S, Ella D, Lauren T, Noah G, 

Alexandra L, Sehra T, Noah C, Tripp M, Ruiqi L, Jayden L 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 9th to 20th October 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  








