
          

Elata Street, Donvale       

Phone: 03-9842 3373      

 Email: Donvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au   

                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

State Schools Spectacular: This year, we have seventeen of our students preparing for their part 

in next month’s State School Spectacular. Thank you to Mr Reiter, who each year, enthusiastically works 

with our students in preparing them for our school’s part in the mass choir. We are also very fortunate 

to have supporting us again this year, Mrs Kerry Gerraty, who provides to us her high level of knowledge 

and expertise of the arts and in particular, the States Schools Spectacular. The Spectacular is scheduled to 

take place on Saturday September 10, 2022. Bookings can be made online. I encourage you to attend this 

very special event.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/spectacular.aspx 

https://johncainarena.com.au/event/victorian-state-schools-spectacular-2022/ 

 

About the Spectacular 

The annual Victorian State Schools Spectacular program is an invaluable performing arts opportunity for 

Victoria’s government primary and secondary school students. 

The program showcases and unites government school communities through working towards a       

common goal of more students reaching the highest level of achievement in the arts, ensuring kids are 

happy, healthy and resilient, and building pride in our schools. 

The Spectacular has become an invaluable rite of passage for Victoria’s top young talent, and a cherished, 

memorable education experience for all participants. 

28th July 2022 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/spectacular.aspx
https://johncainarena.com.au/event/victorian-state-schools-spectacular-2022/


Shade Shelter:  Our fully funded DET shade shelter has finally started to be built. Trenches for the 

posts have been dug and concrete poured. I have been informed that it should all be ready for us to use 

by end of August…just in time for the warmer weather. The new shade shelter, situated on the senior 

side of the school adjacent to the GP building, will provide both our students and community with a   

wonderful shelter to enjoy in so many ways. I know that the PA are looking forward to using it as a    

shelter for our BBQ and other events.  

 

Neigbour complaint:  We have recently received a complaint from one of our neighbours stating 

that parents are continually blocking her driveway during pick up times. A reminder to please be consid-

erate of our neighbours and always follow the general road rules. Thank you. 

 

Enrolments for 2023:  If your child is attending Donvale PS in 2023 and you are yet to enrol, please 

ensure that you do so promptly. I will shortly be commencing planning for staffing, classes and grade 

structures for next year.  

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.  

 

Lena Clark 



August 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 

All day:  House Athletics at Bill 

Sewart Track for Grades 3-6  

2.00-3.00:  Gr 1/2 Gymnastics 

2 

All day:  Gr 5/6 Excursion to 

Immigration Museum 

All day:  Foundation Excursion to 

Scienceworks 

3 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 3/4 Gymnastics 

4 

Maths Competition 

5 

Foundation ‘100 Days of 

School’ 

8 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 1/2 Gymnastics 

9 

 

10 

Multicultural Day 

11 12 

Curriculum Day 

15 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 1/2 Gymnastics 

Book Fair 

 

 

16 

Book Fair 

Book Week Production: 

9am:  Foundation to Gr 2 

11.10am:  Gr 3-6 

17 

Book Fair 

All day:  SSS rehearsal at the 

Town Hall 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 3/4 Gymnastics 

18 

Book Fair 

All day:  Gr 5/6 Hooptime 

 

 

19 

22 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 1/2 Gymnastics 

Book Week 

23 

Book Week Activity Day 

24 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 3/4 Gymnastics 

 

 

25 26 

29 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 1/2 Gymnastics 

30 

All day:  Gr 1/2 Science Incursion 

Gr 3/4 Celebration/Festival 

31 

2.00-3.00:  Gr 3/4 Gymnastics 

  



GENERAL 

Absence Notification 

Please check if your child has any unexplained absences on Compass. 

• Go to your Compass page for your child and check under attendance if there are any 'unexplained' 

absences.  If there are, please update with an explained absence or ring the school. 

• You might not see the absence from your phone.  You have to log in using your laptop or         

computer. 

We really appreciate your assistance regarding this.  It is a DET requirement that all absences are        

accounted for. 

Thank you. 

SRC – Gratitude 

On Tuesday the 26th, at Recess and Lunch, the eager school pupils gathered around the two empty   

whiteboards, curiously.  Slowly, little by little, words crept onto the whiteboards.  These weren’t just any 

words.  These were grateful words. 

This activity was to express words of gratitude.  We all know the five school values and this task was a 

reminder to celebrate the first school value of Gratitude.   

Every week, the SRC will run activities with the students about one of our values. Stay tuned to hear 

more about what our amazing SRC has planned. 

 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge  

The reading challenge has just over 7 weeks left. We have read a massive 5000 books and 95 DPS       

students have completed the challenge. We are encouraging all the students to keep reading and         

recording what they have read, so that they can also finish the challenge.  

Here are some of our new ‘Reading Champions’ who will be 

helping to promote the challenge around the school. Jimmy, 

Catherine, Harry, Marcus, Sienna and Abe are pictured with a 

PRC book of their choice. These books will be available in the 

library for the teachers to read to their class over the coming 

weeks.  

Happy reading everyone!  



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 5/6 ! 

By Aliya, Laura, Alexis, Anran & Jasmine 

GATEWAYS 

On Tuesday a group of students got to participate in the GATEWAYS Language & Literature Program. 

Here are two snapshots from the day… 

My favourite activity about Gateways was writing a bush ballad about a wombat who started fires. I also 

enjoyed writing a comedy play and a tragic speech. I loved Gateways and would definitely do it again. 

Gateways was a fun program! My favourite activity was when we had to write our own scripts for plays 

about Ancient Greece. We also learnt about some famous poems such as ‘The Man from Snowy River’ 

by Banjo Patterson. 

 

State Schools Spectacular 

On the 20th July, the State School Spectacular singers went to the city to have a rehearsal at the         

Melbourne Town Hall. Many schools from far and near gathered together to sing. Some schools travelled 

for more than 3 hours to join us. We met the leading conductor named Susanna and in total, we sang for 

around 4 hours. It was a super fun experience and because we had great behaviour, we got ice-cream 

from McDonalds! I’m sure we are all very excited for the next trip to the city. 

Today I was so excited because we were going to the Melbourne Town Hall to sing with all the other 

schools. All the Donvale people met up at Maggs Street in Blackburn and then we took the bus to the 

city. We had 3 breaks throughout the day; morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. We also learned a new 

song and rehearsed it with our main mass choir instructor, Susan. Afterwards we took the bus again back 

home and met our parents at 4.20pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we are giving the students at DPS the opportunity to    
enter the Respect Stories Competition! 
 

The Australian Government’s Stop it at the Start campaign is calling for students aged 10-14 years old to 

enter the 2022 Respect Stories competition. 

To enter, students must produce a short story, poem or essay - in less than 1,000 words – or an        

illustration exploring what respect means to them.  

This is a great opportunity for students to reflect on, and share their own understanding of respect 

which is one of our school values. It will also give parents and teachers the opportunity to have open, 

ongoing and proactive conversations on this important issue. Remember, every little talk you have shapes 

them. When we bring up respect with our kids, respect grows.  

Eight written and two illustrative winning entries will be published in a national Respect Stories book. 

The winners will also take home a $500 VISA gift card for themselves and one for their school. 

Entries are now open and close on Sunday 14 August 2022 (AEST). 

For more information about the Respect Stories competition, please visit respect.gov.au/RespectStories.  

For more information on the Stop it at the Start campaign, as well as tools and resources to help you talk 

about respect, check out respect.gov.au.   

https://www.respect.gov.au/respectstories/
https://www.respect.gov.au/


FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

House Athletics Carnival 

On Monday the 1st of August all students from Grades 3 to 6 will head via a bus to the Bill Sewart      

Athletics Track in Nunawading to participate in the Donvale Primary School House Athletics Carnival. 

Students will participate in a number of different athletic events such as sprints, hurdles and long jump in 

their respective age and gender groups. The students with the best results will qualify for the District 

Athletics Carnival, which takes place on the 6th of September at the Doncaster Athletics Track. 

Students are invited to wear their house colours on the day to celebrate their houses.  

Parents are welcome to assist on the day. I have had a number of parents already come      forward to 

help, and I am very thankful for this. If you are able and willing to help, and have an up to day Working 

With Children Clearance, please let me know. 

There are also a small number of students that have not paid and given consent yet, please check     

Compass if you are unsure. 

 

Senior Hooptime 

The Grade 5 and 6 students are heading to Nunawading Basketball Courts on the 18th of August to     

participate in the annual Hooptime day. 

Information will soon be given on Compass in regards to payment for the day. 

We are on the lookout for some parents to help coach some of the basketball teams on the day. If you 

are willing and able, and have an interest in basketball, please let me know. 

The Grade 3/4 Hooptime day will be held on the Friday of Week 9. Training sessions will be locked in, in 

the coming weeks. 

Kind regards, 

Michael Hogg 



MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho 

              

 

           Date: Wednesday 10 August  

*Dress up for staff and students (Any cultural outfits) 

 

*Student activities: 2 sets of 2 different activities for all levels 

How to run: After recess, rotation of 2 sessions for 45 mins sessions with 5 mins change over time, remaining in 

their buildings unless students are required to go out for outdoor activities. 

Finale of the Day: 4 Performances by Sori Group: 

     Hand Drum Dance / Sanjo Fan Dance / Samul nori- Korean Traditional Percussion 

     Quartet / Nanta – Modern Group Drumming 

Activities: 

* Parents are welcome to join us if performances are outside, weather permitting.  This will be confirmed 

either on the day or closer to the day. 

 

Happy Multicultural Day, everyone!  

P1 9-9.50 am Normal sessions after individual or classroom photos 

P2 9.50-10.40 

  10.40 -11.10 Recess 

P3 11.10 – 11.55 Rotation 1 

Break 11.55 am-12.05 pm Fruit break in classroom 

P4 12.05 -12.50 pm Rotation 2 

  12.50-1.50 Lunch 

Gathering 1.50-2.00 Gather in senior building 

P5 2.00-2.40 Finale of the Day – Performances by Sori 

P6 2.40 -3.30 Reflection and sharing of the day 

  Foundation G1/2 G3/4 G5/6 

Rotation 1 Russian Babush-
ka dolls with 
paper cups or 
papers 

Watching a Chinese animation 
‘Bao’ and learn how to draw 
the character: Young/Old Bao 

Chinese Dragon Boat 
Making related to the 
Dragon Boat Festival 

Make Disney Pixar Bao with 
air dried clay (Watching ‘Bao’ 
is optional) 

Rotation 2 Catch the tail 
game – outside 
activity 

Learn Baby Shark Dance/Song 
& Baby shark folding paper 

  

Play Korean knuckles 
(Jackstones) & hack 
sacks 

Chinese/Korean/Japanese 
Chopsticks games 

Optional 

  

Multicultural Hands Wreath Tiger Corner Bookmarks Making - Easy origami corner 
bookmarks 

2022 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Some exciting events this 

term, keep a look out for: 

Canteen, Book Fair, Meal 

Deal Day, Father’s Day stall.  

Sign up zone  

please jump onto it and sign up NOW  

WE REALLY NEED SOME HELP  

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS  

Juice, hot chocolates, cookies and popcorn.  

$1 each  

Looking forward to seeing more of you this term around the 
school and hopefully at our next meeting. Our next meeting 

Friday 19th August 9:05 at school  

ALERT ! 

SAVE THE DATE  

86 sleeps to go  

Bunnings BBQ 23rd October 

We will need all hands on deck, 

so watch out for sign up zone . 

Contact Cathy on 0412 968 899 or 

add your name to sign up zone.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


 Birthday Wishes To 
Coco W-B, Hazel B, Fyn P, Toby S, Charlotte Y, Thomas J, Adele L, Sigi W, Anastasia B,     

Charlotte L, Omisha R, Tathianna P, Andrew C 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 29th July to 11th August 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  




