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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

New Child Safe Standards start in Victoria on 1 July 2022 to better   

protect children 

The Victorian Government has announced that the new Standards will commence on 1 July 2022, giving 

our school and other organisations time to plan, prepare and comply.  

The eleven new Standards will replace Victoria’s current seven standards and principles. 

Key changes include new requirements: 

• to involve families and communities in organisations’ efforts to keep children and young people safe 

• for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and young people 

• to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments 

• for greater clarity on the governance, systems and processes to keep children and young people 

safe. 

Changes have been made to support greater national consistency, reflecting the National Principles for a 

Child Safe Organisation developed following the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. 

There will be some unique features in the new Standards. A new standard focuses on cultural safety for 

Aboriginal children and young people and was recommended by Justin Mohamed, Commissioner for   

Aboriginal Children and Young People, after undertaking an Aboriginal-led development process. 

‘Creating organisations that properly include Aboriginal children, young people and their families, and that 

acknowledge and appreciate the strengths of Aboriginal culture, can make such a difference.               

Organisations will have requirements to ensure racism within the organisation is identified, confronted 

and not tolerated. We know that if Aboriginal children and young people feel safe to be themselves in an 

organisation, this better protects them from child abuse’ reflected Justin Mohamed, Commissioner for 

Aboriginal Children and Young People. 

The new Standards provide greater clarity for our school and other organisations on actions required to 

meet minimum standards. Victoria has over five years’ experience of mandatory Child Safe Standards, so 

our school already has well developed child safety frameworks. 

Our work now is to get to know the new Standards, identify what changes we need to make and plan to 

comply by 1 July 2022. Until then, we will continue complying with the current Standards. 

9th June 2022 

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/the-seven-standards-and-the-child-safe-principles-2/


School Leadership and School Council are currently working together in ensuring our school’s           

compliance to the new Standards. I will continue to consult and inform our community as we begin our 

work in fully implementing these new Standards in our school.  

For more information in understanding the new Standards, please go to the following link.   

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/assets/resources/New-CSS/New-Child-Safe-Standards-Information-Sheet.pdf 

 

Professional Practice Day: A reminder that tomorrow is a student free day. Our teachers will be 

spending the day planning their Term 3 teaching and learning programs.  

Wishing you all a very safe and warm extra long weekend.  

 

Lena Clark 

REMINDER 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY 

TOMORROW – FRIDAY 10TH JUNE – STUDENT FREE DAY 

--------- 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

MONDAY 13TH JUNE 

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/assets/resources/New-CSS/New-Child-Safe-Standards-Information-Sheet.pdf


FROM THE  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

On the 31st May we were fortunate to run the G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. Maths and Science program for selected 

students. It was such an engaging day with lots of new learning for the students. We are looking forward 

to the G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. Language and Literature program on the 26th July.  

Alexis Low: I liked the Brain Teaser. You had to use numbers 1 to 9 to do maths equations. There was a 

plus, minus and a times and you can’t use the same numbers twice 

Cameron: I liked the Science experiments and Maths. I got to make a thermometer. We used a straw, 

blutack, a liquid and hot water to make it rise! 

JB: I enjoyed the Science and Maths at GATEWAYS. The science experiments were my favourite because 

they were really cool. In Maths I like the brain teaser because it was actually teasing my brain a bit! We 

could only use one number once! 

Selene: The best bit was making a cloud in Science. In Maths I learned about Venn diagrams. 

Alex S: I liked the brain teaser. It was challenging and I like being challenged. 

Ethan: The Science part was the best! I got to see cool things happening, like the mixture going up and 

down. We made clouds in a bottle.  It was so cool! 

Anton: I loved GATEWAYS. The best bit was when we got to make an explosion. Jesse (presenter) got a bike 

pump and a wine opener and make clouds in a bottle. It was so strong it exploded! 

Eugenie: GATEWAYS was great. My favourite part was doing the experiments and doing the Venn diagrams 

with symbols.  

Zacharia: I liked the experiments. I enjoyed making a cloud in a bottle. There was pressure in the bottle which 

makes a cloud. 

Elias: Making the thermometer was the best. I learned that heat makes the water and chemicals push up. In 

Maths the Venn diagrams were good because I learned interesting words and symbols. 



Aidan: Learning about different genetic combinations you get from 2 parents was interesting. 

Toby: I liked the Science bit the most. It’s stuff I’ve never learnt before – genotypes, phenotypes and 

blood types. 

Emily: GATEWAYS was really good. It was quite different from regular Maths that we do. We used    

networks and worked out how to traverse paths with going over them multiple times. 

Aliya: I enjoyed GATEWAYS and I enjoyed the hands-on projects. It was fun learning all about the       

different blood types. I also liked the mini presentation that JZ created, describing his pretend family. 

They had “roo-kanga” syndrome and we had to figure out if it was a recessive gene or dominant gene.  

Kingsley Li: I liked learning about the blood types in Science. It was quite fascinating to learn how         

different blood types react differently to other blood types. 

Kingsley Leong: I really liked the 7 Bridges of Konisberg. The task was to cross every single bridge only 

once, to get to a certain point. 

Jasper: I liked learning about the blood types. We used milk that was dyed red, to represent blood. We 

had to test the blood to find out which types were A and B (some had vinegar in it). Then we had to find 

which person had which set of parents.  

Caleb: I really liked the Science because although I know the basics I learned a lot more about recessive 

and dominant genes.  

Aloysius: I like the Science part because we did the pedigree charts. We found out about conditions that 

can pass through a family.  

JZ: I feel like GATWAYS was pretty good. Even though it was about learning Maths and science they did 

it in a real fun way. I enjoyed doing the Science part where we got different blood types and we got to 

identify different blood types. The Maths bit was good too because doing the networks was fun. Trying to 

find different solutions was a little challenging.  



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVALE P S  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

WIN KIDS’ COOPERATION, DON’T DEMAND IT 

Parenting is fun when kids are cooperative, but a nightmare when kids refuse to behave the way you wish 

they would. 

Normally, we would expect kids to cooperate with their parents. 

After all, fitting in with the expectations of their family is the start of an important socialisation process. 

I’m not talking about blind obedience, but a desire on the child’s part to fit in with the expressed needs of 

their parents and teachers. 

But we know from experience things don’t always work out that way. 

So let’s take a closer look at the factors that may be driving their unruly behaviour. 

The language has changed 

When I grew up, my parents spoke more about obedience than cooperation. 

In fact, my Grade 2 school report even had a section about Obedience. (Yep, I got a tick for Obedience 

that year!) 

Developing a relationship with kids before adolescence is like money in the bank: you’ve got lots of   

goodwill to draw on when normal teen-parent conflict occurs. 

Adults demanded obedience from kids back then…and generally got it. 

Corporal punishment was in vogue, which helped keep the troublemakers in line. 

But we also lived in a hierarchical society where men were paid more than women, certain races were 

discriminated against all over the world, and corporal punishment in schools was the order of the day. 

Kids were expected to show their elders respect…or else. 

These days, thankfully, our society is far less rigid. 

All voices are considered equal and mutual respect is an expected social norm. 

Adults (parents, teachers, sports coaches, grandparents and others) now must win cooperation from 

kids, rather than demand obedience. 

The question then becomes, what steps can we take to win their cooperation? 

Build a relationship first 

Co-operation is more likely to be won if you have a healthy, strong relationship with your kids. 

In fact, parents of teenagers will know that a strong relationship gives them leverage. 

Developing a relationship with kids before adolescence is like money in the bank: you’ve got lots of good-

will to draw on when normal teen-parent conflict occurs. 

But it’s not just with teenagers that your relationship matters. 

Kids in primary school are more likely to side with you when your relationship is strong. 

Invite cooperation 

Cooperation is usually invited in families. 

For instance, if grandma comes to visit you can either tell your kids what to do, or you can invite them to 

actively participate in the occasion. 

“Grandma is coming to stay next weekend. How can we make her visit more fun?” 

Inviting kids to cooperate encourages them to voluntarily contribute, while keeping your expectations 

clear. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


Kids that usually rebel against their parents’ demands (those stubborn “Make me” kids), will often happily 

cooperate when they are invited rather than told what to do. 

Inviting cooperation rather than demanding compliance works gangbusters with young power-seekers 

and control freaks. 

My successful behaviour management book One Step Ahead was based on the premise that parents can 

work successfully with kids who insist on having their own way as long as they developed a new set of 

behaviour management skills based on cooperation rather than obedience. 

Use the language of cooperation 

In the days when obedience ruled parents generally relied on the language of coercion to get kids to help 

out or do the right thing. “Do this now please!” “Jeremy, I want you to help your sister with her      

homework.” 

There is still a place for coercive language in families, but it won’t generally work with kids who like to 

have their own way. 

For those kids, cooperative language works far better because they get to feel like they are calling the 

shots. It’s also more respectful as well. 

Cooperative language is different than coercive language in both tone of delivery and choice of words. 

Cooperative language is generally more friendly, and delivered using an ‘adult voice’ rather than in the 

‘demanding parent’, or ‘whining child’ voice. 

Here are three types of cooperative language you can use to get more cooperation: 

Give a choice of two actions: “If you are going to make a racket play outside; if you want to stay     

inside please play quietly. What would you like to do?” Giving kids a choice of what to do, or how   

something will be done will get you cooperation 90% of the time. 

Ask, don’t tell: “Can you give me a hand with dinner during the advertisement break?” A little         

consideration goes a long way. 

Focus on you, not them: “I’ll put the meal on the table when you’ve set the table.” Focusing on what 

you will do, rather than on what they should do, is the absolute kicker when it comes to winning        

cooperation from tough nuts and ‘you-can’t-make-me’ kids. 

From my experience mums, are more likely to use the language of cooperation than dads. Regardless of 

gender, when you switch to a more collaborative, cooperative tone with your children, you will generally 

experience far more success getting your kids on your side, and enjoy better quality relationships too. 

What’s more, you are also teaching your kids, by example, how to gain the cooperation of their own kids 

when they become parents someday. 

Such is the long-term impact of our parenting. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/one-step-ahead/


June 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE  DAY 

FOR STAFF:  Student Free Day 

13 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY   

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

14 15 

2.00-.300: Grade 5/6 Gym 

16 17 

9.00am:  Parent’s Association 

meeting 

3.15-3.45:  2nd Hand Uniform 

sale 

20 

2.00-.300: Foundation 

Gym 

21 22 

3.50-8.00pm:  Parent/

Teacher Interviews 

23 

Meal Deal Day 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

24 

LAST DAY TERM 2:                

2.30 Dismissal 



QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

GENERAL 

Term 3 

Term 3 starts Monday 11th July. 

Student Absence 

A reminder to please enter your child’s absence on Compass or ring the school and leave a message on 

our absence line. 

Lost Camera 

A camera was found on the school grounds.  If it is yours, please contact the office. 

Enrolments  

If you have a child starting school next year, please get the enrolment in ASAP. 

2nd Hand Uniform Sale 

We will be having a 2nd hand uniform sale on Friday 17th from 3.15-3.45.  So, if you want to top up your 

child’s Winter uniform, pop down to the 2nd hand uniform shop located opposite the Before and After 

School Care Room. 

The closing date for Camps Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) applications is 24 June 2022. 

If you are a holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) 

please complete the attached paper work and you may be eligible for an annual payment of $125 for each 

child in primary school.  This payment is paid directly to the school to be used towards camps, sports 

and/or excursion expenses for your child.  

A reminder too that we have State Schools Relief available for uniform assistance for those families in 

need.  This applies across all year levels and they also offer a special Prep package. Please see the         

attached order form.  You do not need to have a Health Care Card to access this service. 

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Bryant –                                

sandra.bryant@education.vic.gov.au  

 

mailto:sandra.bryant@education.vic.gov.au


GARDEN CLUB 

Worm farm incursion  

It was wonderful to welcome back Bunnings to our school on Friday 20 May, to deliver a worm farm   

incursion for our Environmental leaders. The children enjoyed holding the worms and learning all about 

setting up a worm farm, making worm tea, what food and materials can go into the worm farm, how 

much food they require and how to use the worm tea. The children have been busy with the ongoing 

care of this new addition to our garden. 

 

We would like to thank Courtney and Leanne from Bunnings Doncaster, for donating the worm farm, 

including the worms and for delivering the very  interactive and engaging incursion.  Bunnings have been a 

wonderful support for our school’s sustainable garden and we look forward to the next activity in Term 

3.  

 

If you would like to come and join us in the garden on a Tuesday 

lunchtime at 1pm please contact Michelle Bishop on 0423 028 155 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Our senior students have been learning to play ukuleles, keyboards and also having fun with chair     

drumming! Over the next two weeks they will put these skills to use performing a song with their friends.  



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 This term’s meal deal is being finalised.  

Watch out for Compass updates and the 

order form coming your way. It will be, 

once again, the last week of term! 

 

Open night Day BBQ  

 

This was a huge and unexpected 

succuss, given our unpredictable  

Melbourne weather. 

We sold out, which has never       

happened before. 

A huge Thank you to the helpers on 

the night! 

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS 

Back next Friday! 
Juice, hot chocolate, cookies and popcorn.  

$1 each 

 

                      

Sign up zone 

please jump onto sign up and 

see how you can help and as  

always, lots of other times and 

events to help 

Looking forward to seeing more of you this term around the school and hopefully 
at our next meeting. To help with our crazy schedules, our next meeting will be  

onsite Friday 17th June 9:00am at school 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986








 Birthday Wishes To 
                    Lily M, Eugenie L, Alexia T, Isaac T, Pierre M, Selene H, Ryan S, 

Ben B, Siena E, Elroy S, Amelya K, Samantha M,  

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 10th to the 23rd June 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  














