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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 
Changes to current Pandemic Orders: As you would be aware, following advice from the Acting 

Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government recently announced changes to the pandemic orders. 

There will no longer be a mandated vaccination requirement for staff working in mainstream schools. 

This change will come in from 11.59pm Friday 24 June, so in effect from the start of Term 3 2022. 

With almost 100% of school staff now vaccinated across Victoria, this will cause little change to our 

school. 

As part of the changes, from 11.59pm Friday 24 June 2022, parents and carers who have COVID-19 can 

transport their non-COVID-19 children via private vehicle to their primary or secondary school when an 

alternative person is not available to assist. This will include school holiday programs held on school 

grounds. 

This means that parents and carers will be able to leave COVID self-isolation to take their non-COVID-

19 child to school or school holiday programs via a private vehicle. 

The parent or carer must travel directly to and from the school only. They must remain in the vehicle at 

all times, unless it is reasonably necessary to leave the vehicle to walk the child to and from the entrance 

of the school safely. They must wear a face mask at all times. 

Family members are asked to continue reporting positive COVID-19 cases to both the Department of 

Health and our own testing portal. 

You must also let the school know if your child is a close contact. Students who are close contacts and 

want to attend should still take 5 RATs over 7 days and wear a face mask whilst indoors if they are aged 

8 years or over. 

Students should continue to stay home if they are unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT. 

Thank you for your support as we continue to make these adjustments. 

 

Updated and New School Policies: I would like to bring your attention to our new and updated 

school policies. Each of these policies are directly linked to and comply with  the new Child Safe Standards 

which will apply from 1st July 2022. 

DPS-CSS-Yard-Duty-Supervision-Policy-2022.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

DPS-CSS-Complaints-Policy-20221.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

DPS-CSS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2022.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

DPS-CSS-Child-Safety-and-Wellbeing-Policy-20221.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

ChildSafety-RespondingandReportingObligationsPolicyandProcedures-template-Apr-2022 

(donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

23rd June 2022 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Yard-Duty-Supervision-Policy-2022.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Complaints-Policy-20221.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2022.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Child-Safety-and-Wellbeing-Policy-20221.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Child-Safety-Responding-and-Reporting-Obligations-Policy-and-Procedures-2022.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-CSS-Child-Safety-Responding-and-Reporting-Obligations-Policy-and-Procedures-2022.pdf


These policies are now  also available on our school's website.  

Donvale Primary School » Policies (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

 

School Council will continue to develop further policies that are required for our school to achieve full 

compliance to the new Standards. Once ready and available, I will also bring these to your attention.  

 

You are invited to provide feedback to any of these policies. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries regarding our policies or new Child 

Safe Standards.  

 

We Won!! I am very proudly sharing with you the news that Donvale PS has won the recent World 

Environment Day Display competition held at The Pines Shopping Centre in Templestowe.  For having 

been voted unanimously the best display, our school will receive $1000. Congratulations to Mrs           

De Stefanis and the 3/4 art students for their fabulous effort in creating the winning display. We are very, 

very proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OshClub Parent Survey: School Council is currently in the process of reviewing our school’s out of 

hours care program, OSHClub. It would be greatly appreciated if you were able to respond to our quick 

survey with your feedback on our current program… whether you use the program or not. For parents 

who do not use the program, we would particularly like to know why not and / or how we could        

improve the service / program so that you would be happy to access the program for your child/ren. We 

are always aiming to provide the best opportunities to our students and community; your feedback will 

support us in doing this.  

Please use this link to access the survey: 

https://forms.gle/mShNqSq7Py2rydDb6 

 

DPS Child and Family Wellbeing program: Donvale PS is very excited to share the news that we 

have teamed with Uniting Services to provide a Child and Family Wellbeing program to our community. 

https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/ 

Commencing in Term 3, child and wellbeing practitioners will be at our school every week to assist with: 

· Practical parenting advice 

· Child anxiety and return to school post COVID 

· Linkages to support services 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/school-info/policies/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FmShNqSq7Py2rydDb6&data=05%7C01%7CLena.Clark%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2e7c2c3eb018417d161a08da54abfa40%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637915394866892916%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/


· NDIS assistance 

· Individual and group-based support 

· Parenting peer support group 

· Education sessions.  

Appointments and drop-ins will be available. 

This is a fully funded program with no cost to members of our community. 

More information will be shared in Term 3.  

I will look forward to welcoming you all back to school after the term br  ak.  

Kind Regards  

Lena Clark 

 

REMINDER 

END TERM 2 

2.30PM EARLY DISMISSAL  

TERM 3 COMMENCES 

MONDAY 11TH JULY  



FROM THE  ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

Writers’ Festival 

Next term Donvale Primary School will be hosting our biennial Writers’ Festival. The topic for this year 

is “My Special Place”. 

All students, from Foundation to Grade 6, will be creating a piece on this topic. Staff will be teaching    

different writing strategies to help students write an engaging, thoughtful piece about their special place. 

All writing will be on display at our Writers’ Festival from Wednesday 14th September. In the past, this 

event has been held in the GP room. This year we will be combining our Writers’ Festival with the Art 

Show.  

Over the school holidays, your child may visit their special place. If possible, it would be a great if        

students could take some photos of their special place. This will be used as a visual prompt to help them 

with their writing.  

 

Wishing you a safe and healthy term break, 

Mrs Rassias and the Literacy Team.  
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LAST DAY TERM 2:                

2.30 Dismissal 

Term 3 

Starts Monday 11th July 

 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

GENERAL 

2023 Enrolments 

All enrolments for Foundation 2023 need to be in by the 12th August 2022. 

If you have a child who is starting next year, please get their enrolment in ASAP. 

If you need an enrolment form sent home, please ring the school or you can pick up a form from the  

office. 

Dear Families, 

Just a reminder that we have Teeth On Wheels visiting our 

school for dental visits starting on the 12th of July.  Please click on the link to complete your child’s     

consent form.  https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-forms/consent-eform/  

Complete your form today and the Teeth On Wheels team will be in contact to schedule your child’s  

appointment and notify you on your eligibility. If you are not eligible, Teeth On Wheels will offer 

you a special deal of $99 for the full check-up, clean, fluoride treatment and any x-rays if           

required (this can be claimed back through your private health insurance). 

For any further questions, please contact the Teeth On Wheels team on (03) 9338 1191. 

Cut off date for completing your child’s form is 12th July. 

https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-forms/consent-eform/


UNIFORM SHOP – RHSPORTS RINGWOOD 

A quick note to let you know we will be closing our retail stores on the 27/6 and reopening on     

Friday 1/7 (first week of school holidays).  

In this time we will be undertaking our yearly stock take at all our locations.  

This will not effect the website operation, it will however impact our ability to provide a walk-in service 

to anyone who comes to the stores in this time.  

We are unable to trade whilst our warehouse are in stocktake mode, this is to limit stock movement to 

ensure we can get an accurate count and overall result with our stocktake.  

Once completed we will fulfill any online orders and be back to normal service.  



How to Take Back Control of Your Kids’ Devices 

Published 8 June 2022 by Kelly Kenyon 

Step-by-Step Instructions 

The type of devices you have in your household will dictate how you set up 

controls for your children or the entire house.  

Apple devices may be more expensive, but they do offer parents a lot more control. Most other devices 

can be controlled through your internet system settings. 

 

Apple iPad/iPhone 

Most people set these up for their children using their own Apple ID. However, the easier way to do this 

which is better, in the long run, is to set up a Family Sharing account.  

I stumbled onto this handy trick during one of the 2021 lockdowns and the instant control I took back 

from the constant iPad drain was amazing! Setting up this way does take a little bit of time, but it’s worth 

it. 

 

How to set up a Family Sharing account on your own Apple device: 

1 Go to Settings  

2 Click on your name which will take you to your Apple ID information 

3 Click on Family Sharing 

4 Follow these instructions and create an Apple ID for each of your children. 

Once each of your children has their Apple ID, then use it as the main Apple ID for each device. They 

will feel in control of their device, but secretly, you have more! 

5 Add limits and controls to your children’s devices by going to Settings > Screentime.  

6 Click on each of your children’s names to make personalised rules for each Apple ID. These rules can 

be easily changed as and when it’s needed. 

The controls you will now have over your child’s iPhone or iPad include: 

Setting a Downtime; schedules when the devices can be used so during the hours you schedule, the 

apps will not be able to be opened unless you add them to the Always Allowed apps. I used this to turn 

off the apps at shower time to stop my kids from getting up early and going straight onto games before 

the sun rises. 

Creating App Limits; time limits are set for certain apps or bulk app types like games. I set an hour 

limit on gaming per day and once it is up, my kids are locked out of those apps and have to ask for more 

time, which I can deny or approve for a set time. 

Managing Communication Limits; allows you to see and accept the contacts for your children. You 

can be in control of all contacts or allow them to control these as they get older. 

Setting the Always Allowed Apps; these are the apps that can be always accessed even when the 

Downtime is enabled. I have enabled messaging, phone calls and maps for my children as safety measures, 

and I add a couple of apps to this list during the school holidays, which are then removed again during 

term time. 

Content & Privacy Restrictions; this is where you can set rules around how they use the device. You 

can apply rules to App Store purchases, the Apple Apps they are allowed, location sharing settings, 

passcode and account changes, Background app activities, and a few more essential services. This gives  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.apple.com%2Fen-nz%2FHT201088&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Cheesman%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10d542cff0064663f2aa08da4f1eb94f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637909290617465769%7CUn


you control over what they can do and put on the device. 

Setting a Screentime Password; this is a passcode for you to access the Screentime settings and can 

be different from your phone passcode. It also can be used on children’s devices to allow more time so 

make sure it is one that only you know. I have set this separately from my phone passcode as my kids 

know my phone passcode in case of emergency.  

Another great setting to control is which apps they can purchase on the App Store. Go 

to Settings > Apple ID (click your name) > Family Sharing > Ask to Buy and turn it on for each 

child.   

With this on, each time my children want to download an app, they have to ask first and I get a           

notification on my phone to accept or deny this. This has been amazing for stopping my youngest from 

loading his iPad with useless apps. 

Internet Control Apps  

Internet control applications can be the best way to keep control of the internet flow throughout your 

home. The first step is to log in to your internet service provider’s router if you haven’t already.          

Instructions to do this should be in or on the box or your ISP website.  

Most router logins will allow you to change the password on the WiFi access and the name you call your 

home WiFi. Many also allow you to see the devices that are connected to the internet and you can    

manage or remove these from here. This is great for when your teenager is grounded and you don’t 

want them to have WiFi access. Some systems will also let you set times when the internet is available 

for certain devices. 

The next steps from here do require a bit of investment. Upgrading to a Mesh system not only gives you 

greater internet coverage but most come with a handy app that you can track the usage of your      

household internet. Some of these are Deco, Nest, Orbi, and Ero, to name a few.  

I have an Orbi system in my home and can turn individual devices’ internet off with the swipe of my    

finger on my phone. Additionally, you can add parental apps to some of these systems to give you even 

more control over your kid’s devices, but these do come with the extra cost of a monthly subscription. 

It is worth spending the time to look at what will work for your home.  

Another way to add parental control without upgrading the whole system is to use a parental control 

product like Intego, FamilyZone, Norton Parental Controls, MSpy, Kaspersky, or BullGuard, to name a 

few. These are subscription products that allow you to manage the activity of your children on the     

internet and set limits. 

A little bit of time now looking for the best options for your home will give you peace of mind later. 

Messenger Kids 

For those of you who are not yet up with this, Messenger has created a kids’ version, Messenger Kids 

that can be monitored by parents. Follow the instructions here to set this up for your children 

through your Facebook account.  

Messenger Kids has extra controls around sharing photos and links, setting time limits, seeing and       

approving the contacts of your children, seeing the number of messages they are sending, and seeing   

every photo posted to or from your children. Because it is linked to your Facebook account, you get a 

message each time your child changes major settings or adds new contacts. My 10 year old loves being 

able to contact his friends that have moved to other schools. 

Remember, you don’t need to be a tech wizard to keep control of your kids’ devices, you just need to 

have the right tools and information.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhelp%2Fmessenger-app%2F213724335832452&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Cheesman%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10d542cff0064663f2aa08da4f1eb94f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63


MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter 

As Numeracy co-ordinator at Donvale PS, I was very excited to see the huge number of students keen to 

participate in our first maths competition of the year, the Kangourou Sans Frontieres (KSF). 

Those students who participated would attest as to how tricky this competition was. This was a          

nation- wide competition, with many thousands of students trying their luck. They were searching for the 

best of the best, so by nature, it was not going to be easy! That said, it was very exciting for our students 

to pit themselves up against the best and see how well they fared. 

Of course, as with any competition, the results were mixed. Regardless of results, we were very proud of 

all the students who had a go. 

In around 8 weeks’ time, the next of the competitions will take place.  

This one is the Australian Maths Competition (AMC), and it takes place between Wednesday 3rd August 

and Friday 5th August. These dates are flexible to allow us to fit it in with our own time schedules.  

If your child participated in the recent KSF competition, they are automatically entered into the upcoming 

AMC competition as well. No extra payment, no forms to fill out… nothing.  

(If they don’t want to participate, that’s fine… they just don’t show up!) 

If your child didn’t participate in the KSF competition, they can still apply for the AMC competition. The 

competition is open to ANY students from grade 3 – 6 who want to have a go. Cost for this competition 

is $7.50. Once we have final numbers, we will send out payment details via Compass to all participating 

families. If your child is keen to participate, please see their classroom teacher for an ‘expression of      

interest’ form. We need these so we can get an idea of how many students will be involved. 

In the meantime, the people at Problemo are sending out practice questions each week to help prepare 

the students. These questions will give a good indication of the types of questions which will be asked, 

and how hard they will be. In the senior school, Mr Reiter will be coordinating this, and in the 3/4 area Ms 

Thomas will be taking care of things. If your son or daughter would like to have a look at the practice 

questions to get an idea of what sorts of questions might be asked, please speak to the relevant teacher, 

and we will set it up for you. 

Good luck to all the participating students! 

 



COMING IN TERM 3 TO DONVALE P S ... 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS 

Juice, hot chocolate, cookies, popcorn and Freddo Frogs 

              $1 each 

 

Thank You! 
A big thankyou to the Mums and Dad who assisted today in making sure that students got 

their pizzas for lunch. 

 Birthday Wishes To 
Samantha M, Sofie C, Insiya M, Lachlan M-V, Samuel O, Shuyuan W, Samanyu L, Zahlia G,    

Brodie L, Evanna S-O, Kody V, Kingsely L, Tilly B, Ava M, Burhan M, Sofia M, Jess K, Sebby S, 

Kayden F, Oliver P, Nathan B 

                   

              

         Who are celebrating birthdays from the 23rd June to the 14th July 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  






