
          

Elata Street, Donvale       

Phone: 03-9842 3373      

 Email: Donvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au   

                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

OPEN DAY: Thank you to the many parents who were able to join us during our Open Day today. It 

is such a great opportunity to gather our community together to celebrate our wonderful school. As I 

conduct school tours, I am very much reminded of just how amazing our school is. Our school grounds 

are extensive, our teachers are outstanding, our programs are exemplary…our school really is a great 

place for our children to learn and grow. I was very fortunate to have our school captain, Zhalia, join us 

on our school tour this morning. I know I am biased when I shout out how wonderful our school is, but 

when I see our student leader also shout out just how proud she is of her school, then I know that we 

truly have something special. It really did leave me feeling very proud of all that we do at our school. 

Staff, Students and Parents…all working together to achieve excellence.  

Our school is open again this evening from 5.00 - 7.00pm with another school tour taking place at 

5.30pm. Performances have been organised by our specialist team, Mrs Keep and Mr Kho, so we hope 

that you will be able to join us this evening.   

 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE:  Our wonderful Parents Association will be providing a BBQ sausage sizzle 

during the evening opening so don’t worry about having to prepare dinner…we have it all sorted for you. 

Cold drinks and coffee / tea will also be available.  

 

OUR PA AT WORK: Our amazing Parents Association seized the opportunity at last Saturday’s 

Federal election and put on a bumper sausage sizzle and cake stall for all the community to enjoy. The 

amount raised was just over $700. A huge thank you to Cathy Farrell (PA President) and the many     

parents and community members that pitched in and helped out on the day. Thank you also to the many 

families who contributed to our cake stall. We had a huge amount of support with this with all the cakes 

being sold! It was a brilliant effort by everyone and as a result, our students and school will benefit. The      

children have specifically asked for some new board games for them to play with during wet day        

timetables…a great suggestion by our students. They have also asked for some new line markings to be 

placed around the school so that they may enjoy some added play and fun activities to their outdoor   
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time. Another great suggestion which we are already looking to make happen.  

Thank you for your support! 

NEW SEATING:  Yet another example of school fundraising making difference, is the recent 

installation of new benches and seating on the senior side of the school. The funds to purchase this    

seating came from the money raised during last term’s Color Fun Run.  It shows how much of a          

difference a community can make to a school when it works together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT HELPERS: It has been a long time since we’ve been able to invite parent helpers into 

the school. Thankfully now that the restrictions have eased up, we can welcome a return to our parents 

who support us at the school in so many ways. This includes helping out in the classroom, canteen,     

excursions / incursions, sports events and all the other many varied tasks around the school. Whilst we 

can welcome parents back, we are still, however, very much bound by Government restrictions which 

include that all parent helpers / volunteers must be triple vaccinated against Covid 19 and also hold a 

current Working with Children Clearance Card. A reminder to all our wonderful parent helpers that you 

must evidence this at the office before you can come into the school to help out. Thank you again for all 

your support.  

For further information, please refer to: 

COVID-19 Vaccinations – Visitors and Volunteers on School Sites 

 

Our School’s Annual Report to the Community is available for your viewing on our website and by    

clicking the following link.  

2021-Donvale-Primary-School-4961-Annual-Report-to-the-Community.pdf (donvaleps.vic.edu.au) 

 

Lena Clark 
 

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/covid-19-vaccinations-visitors-volunteers/policy
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdonvaleps.vic.edu.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F07%2F2021-Donvale-Primary-School-4961-Annual-Report-to-the-Community.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CWendy.Cheesman%40education.vic.gov.au%7C06bf181d580f4


REMINDERS: 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY  

FRIDAY JUNE 10TH – STUDENT FREE DAY 

 

WORKING BEE 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE     9.00 -1.00pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Add this day to your diary. Bring the family, get involved and enjoy a 

BBQ lunch with our community. 

We would love to see you there!   



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVALE P S  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

The power of saying yes to kids 

by Michael Grose 

Saying no is part of the deal when you’re a parent. 

With some age groups, (yes, two year olds and fourteen year olds, I’m talking about you) it can seem as if 

no is on automatic recording. It’s exhausting, not to mention personally disappointing to continually     

refuse a child’s requests. 

Before you had kids you probably swore that you would not be that person who always says no! But no is 

okay, as long as you say yes as well. 

No is born of good intentions (you want kids to stay safe so ‘No you can’t stay out late’ is reasonable in 

the right circumstances.) 

No is born of teaching kids to fit in (‘You can’t lock yourself in your bedroom when we have family and 

friends around.’) 

No is born from strength (I said no to your request yesterday, it’s no today, and it will be no tomorrow) 

but can be worn down by continuous pestering. 

There is a power to saying yes. 

Being a parent places you in a position of power. It’s easy to use that power to say no. It’s harder, but 

more effective in the long run to seek a balance between no and yes, and in doing so, develop greater   

autonomy in kids. 

 

Yes, gives your no’s some legitimacy. If you never say yes, then no becomes tiring for kids to hear. 

Yes, can develop many wonderful qualities in kids and promote real autonomy as long as yes is used   

wisely. Here’s how. 

“Yes, when –” develops responsibility 

A sense of personal responsibility is a wonderful character trait to develop in children and young people. 

A simple way of promoting responsibility is to add a condition to your yes. Adding ‘when’ teaches kids 

that good things in life generally come with a condition attached. 

Yes, you can stay out until after dark when you show me you can behave responsibly when you are with 

your friends. 

Yes, you can play with your toys when you pack up the last lot you got out. 

“Yes, if –” promotes good decision-making 

Independent kids are able to make their own decisions and also wear the consequences of their choices. 

Encourage them to make their own decisions with the word “if” judiciously added to a yes to their      

request. 

Yes, you can go out to play if you think you can be home on time. 

Yes, you can have that toy if you are willing to pay for it. 

Note: You need to make sure kids wear the consequences of a poor choice if this strategy is to be effec-

tive. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/5-ways-to-resist-childrens-pester-power/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/creating-momentum-for-positive-change/


“Yes, and –” promotes a benefit mindset 

In this current era of high consumption it can be challenging developing a sense of generosity in kids. At 

Parenting Ideas we encourage parents as much as possible to develop a benefit mindset from an early age 

so that kids think in terms of how can they contribute to the wellbeing of others. Adding an ‘and’ to your 

yes helps to teach kids to think ‘we’ not ‘me’. 

Yes, you can go to your friend’s house and you can drop your little brother off at his mate’s house along 

the way. 

Yes, you can have some cake and you can cut a piece for your mum as well. 

Use your parenting power wisely 

Being a parent places you in a position of power. It’s easy to use that power to say no. It’s harder, but 

more effective in the long run to seek a balance between no and yes, and in doing so, develop greater au-

tonomy in kids. 

 

 



May 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2.00-.300: 5/6 Gymnastics 

All day:  Grade 3/4 Imax and 

Museum Excursion 

2 

All day:  Grade 5/6 Winter 

round robin 

2.30-3.15:  Step Into Prep 

Program 

3 

All day:  Grade 1/2 Melbourne 

City Excursion 

6 

2.00-.300: Foundation 

Gym 

7 

Division Cross Country 

8 

2.00-.300: Grade 5/6 Gym 

9 10 

CURRICULUM DAY:  Student 

Free Day 

13 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY   

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

14 15 

2.00-.300: Grade 5/6 Gym 

16 17 

9.00am:  Parent’s Association 

meeting 

20 

2.00-.300: Foundation 

Gym 

21 22 

3.50-8.00pm:  Parent/

Teacher Interviews 

23 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

24 

LAST DAY TERM 2:                

2.30 Dismissal 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

23 

EDUCATION WEEK 

 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

OPEN DAY:  9.30-10.30 and 

5.00-7.00 

School tours:  9.30 and 5.30 

27 

All day:  District Cross Country at 

Ruffey Lake Park for students in 

grade 3-6 

30 

2.00-.300: Foundation 

Gym 

31    

June 



QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

GENERAL 

Kenshi Candles 

We still have candles in stock.  Candles are selling for $20.  Each candle funds 6 packs of 

pasta – 24 meals for disadvantaged people here in Melbourne.  

We are very proud to be helping feed hundreds of disadvantaged people in our commu-

nity by selling the inspiring Kenshi Life-Changing candles.  

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The students of DPS are doing a mighty job with their reading challenge. 75 students have now finished 

the challenge and over 4000 books have been read.  Congratulations to Hannah B from 5/6R who won 

the Reading award last week at assembly. Big shout out to our Reading Champs Mitch, Noah, Enoch & 

Jake who are doing a  fabulous job of promoting the challenge at our whole school assemblies. 

DONVALE PS  

                           WORKING BEE 

                        SUNDAY JUNE 5TH, 2022  

9.00am – 1.00pm  

Come along with the whole family and spend the morning helping make our school grounds even more 

beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as mowers, whipper snippers, shovels, blowers,       

pressure guns, garden gloves, pruning shears, hedge trimmers etc.  

A delicious BBQ lunch will be provided by our Parents Association.  

Hope to see you there. 

Building and Grounds Committee 

 

For catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you please let your child’s class teacher know by 

Wednesday 1st June 2022 the number of family members that will be attending. Thank you.  



WHAT’S HAPPENNING IN 5/6? 

By Leanna, Grace, Adeeba & Sofia 

Pen Pals 

On the 16th May our pen pal letters arrived at school all the way from Hawthorndene Primary School in 

Adelaide! It was so exciting! Children from this school who are our age wrote us a letter telling us a bit 

about themselves. We have since written a letter back to them. We are looking forward to getting      

another letter soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers’ Day 

A couple of weeks ago we celebrated Mothers’ Day. Mothers’ day is an amazing day to celebrate any    

special and important woman in your life like your mum, aunt or grandmother. By giving her a present 

and breakfast in bed, or a sweet card will make her heart melt. Your special person will feel special and 

will not want her day to end.  

 

Gymnastics  

“Believe that you can” 

All the 5/6s go to gymnastics this term. They go to a gym called BTYC. The gymnastics stadium is located 

behind the oval and we walk there from school 

We are split into 5 groups and rotate through activities. We do activities including beam, the foam pit, the 

bars, vault, rings, tumbling and climbing a rope. It is so much fun and the teachers are so nice. 

That’s all for gymnastics in the 5/6 area! 

 



Girls’ Footy Day 

Girls’ footy was held on the 24th of May and I was fortunately able to make it to the day. Mr. Hogg and a 

group of girls went on the bus to go and play some really fun games. Mr. Hogg was saying it was all just 

for good fun, but I thought winning was the only thing that mattered. I’m sure a few girls did too! But   

after we lost almost all of our games I realised I was more focused on getting a goal than winning, but   

every game was so intense and interesting. I loved every game but my favourite was the one we actually 

won. Somehow it was my favourite even though I was out for the second half. Being out wasn’t fun      

especially when you’re still so full of energy. We only won one game but it was so good to be working 

with another group of girls I’ve never really worked with before. We had great teamwork and some   

awesome strategies. But the worst part was these annoying mouthguards. Goodness I don’t understand 

how the real AFL footy teams can do this for hours non-stop! 

The next time we’ll be able to do this is the last week of term in four weeks. I can not wait! I’m so 

pumped and excited. I thought I would be really scared the first time there was tackling but once we lost 

our first game I realised it’s not scary! The only thing I’ve really done close to tackling was trying to get 

the ball in netball. The day was done, and when I came back to school the day after I can’t tell you how 

much I was aching! 

This was such a good day and I had such a good time doing girls footy. I really feel like this was a good 

experience for me and a great opportunity for other girls who haven’t done footy before just like me. 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

Cross Country 

After a false start the week prior, we managed to hold our annual House Cross Country Carnival on-site 

at Donvale Primary School two weeks ago. Unfortunately, we had some pretty miserable weather on the 

day we held it, but we got through the day as a school with some fantastic efforts by children in all year 

levels. 

A big congratulations must go out to all students in Grevillea, who for the third year in a row, have won 

the shield! 

A massive thank you must go out to a number of parents who assisted in the miserable conditions on the 

day. Without your help, the carnival would not have run as smooth as it did. 

We will now progress to the District Cross Country Carnival, which will be held this Friday. By the time 

you read this, the results may be in.  

On Tuesday after school, we had a very successful training session with 29 students turning up at Ruffey 

Lake Park for a practice run around the track. It is fantastic to see everyone displaying such a positive   

attitude with it, and it was rewarding seeing all the kids’ hard work in PE classes being put into practice. 

Thank you to all parents who were willing to drive their children and stay while we practiced! 

 Birthday Wishes To 
Adeeba H, You Xun F, Eva C, Olivia S, Austin B, Parham A, Murphy M, Javid 

K, Maya P 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 27th May to 9th June 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 

 

 

Another busy few weeks coming up and we desperately need helpers, so 

please jump onto sign up zone and help anyway you can! 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra  

  

 

 

Board Game Stocktake 

Before we purchase new games we 

need to check what we’ve already 

got, which games are missing pieces 

etc. if you’ve got time to spare 

Monday at 9:00 please meet in the 

library.  

 

 

Election Day BBQ and Cake Stall 

Thanks to bakers and BBQers. All cakes 

were sold by about 1:00. The money 

raised will go towards new board 

games for the classroom which will be 

great for wet day timetables  
 

Also a BIG thank you to Mauro Bros at 

Tunstall Square for supporting the BBQ  

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS 

Juice, hot chocolates, cookies and popcorn.  

$1 each 

 

                      

Sign up zone 

We really need help for the Open 

Night BBQ—please jump onto 

sign up and see how you can 

help and as always, lots of other 

Looking forward to seeing more of you this term around the school and hopefully at 
our next meeting. To help with our crazy schedules, our next meeting will be onsite 

Friday 17th June 9:00am at school 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  




