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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
Welcome back! I hope that you all had the opportunity to have a relaxing break enjoying the time with
family and friends. With Easter and Anzac Day both falling during the term break, there was certainly
many opportunities for family gatherings.
It has been terrific chatting to our students this week hearing and reading about all their holiday activities.
Playing with friends, going to the movies, swimming, camping and eating lots of chocolate Easter eggs
were the most popular activities. It’s just terrific to be back at school with restrictions lessening and a
strong feeling that we are almost back to the way it used to be. The teachers have been very busy
planning and preparing for an exciting term of teaching and learning. It’s going to be a wonderful Term 2!
Parents Back Onsite:
As you are aware, our school has been most diligent in following
restrictions that have enabled us to operate in relative safe conditions with minimal disruptions. With the
Government now easing restrictions across the state, I feel very confident that the time is right for us to
also do the same. As such, from next Monday 2nd May, our school will be open for parents to drop off
and pick up their children onsite. You do not need to stand outside the school gates any longer!
I do ask, however, that you please remain outside during drop off pick and not enter the
buildings. Whilst there has been considerable easing of restrictions, Covid amongst other viruses, are
still very much circulating. Keeping the staff and our children free from illness is our big challenge and so
we will continue to ask you to follow some restrictions whilst onsite.
A reminder also please that if you need to drop off something to your child (e.g. forgotten lunch or
homework), you must go direct to the office. Please do not go to your child's classroom. Our office
staff will ensure that your child receives what it is you have dropped off.
Some of our junior classes will be welcoming back Parent Helpers from next week with other levels to
follow shortly. A further reminder that all parent helpers must be triple vaccinated and have a
current Working With Children's Check. This must be evidenced at the office prior to attending our
school as a parent helper. Further information on this will be distributed by your child's class teacher.
Open Day 2022:
Each year during Education Week, our school opens to our community to
showcase and celebrate the wonderful learning opportunities we offer to our students. We are very
much looking forward to celebrating our wonderful school this year with our Open Day 2022 planned
for Thursday 26th May. Please add this day to your diary and ensure that you make some time to come
and visit our school. We will be open during the day and evening so there will be plenty of opportunity
for you to pop by. More detailed information on this day is available in this newsletter.

Colour Fun Run:
A very big thank you to the PA and our community for helping us celebrate a
terrific term one. The Color Fun Run was the perfect way for our community to gather again and have
some fun. The children had such a wonderful time and it was a joy to watch them as they ran around
being squirted with colours and water. The event was also a fundraiser for the school and we managed
to raise around $2000. This money has already been spent where we have purchased four outdoor seats
for our students and community to use. Our senior school students have been given the task of
determining where to place this seating. They will double as ‘Buddy Benches’ as well as just being a great place to
sit and chat. Our Handyman is ready to install them as soon as the decision for their placement has been made. I’m
sure that the students will report this to you shortly.
Parent Newsletters: Year level Term 2 Parent Newsletters have gone home this week. Please be sure to read
them as they are full of information of events planned for the term with important dates that should be added to
your diaries. It’s going to be another busy term at Donvale PS!

Attitudes to Schools Survey: Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of
our school. The DET 2022 ‘Attitudes to School’ survey will be conducted with our Year 4, 5 and 6
students over the period of Monday 2nd May to Friday 10th June. The online anonymous survey is designed
to assist us in gaining an understanding of our students' perceptions and experience of school so that we
can continue to plan programs and activities to improve your child's experience at school. It provides us
with valuable data on our students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning and school in general. The
survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
A letter to parents of students in years 4, 5 & 6 will be going home shortly. This letter will provide
detailed information of the survey and provide parents the opportunity to have their child ‘opt out’ from
doing the survey if they so choose. If you have any questions about the survey, please do not hesitate to
contact either myself or your child’s teacher.
School upgrades: The building works in our Junior School and Art room continued over the
holidays. The work is almost complete and it looks fantastic. Certainly well worth the wait! A big thank
you to our junior school staff and students who put up with the incomplete works throughout all of term
one…very much appreciated.
Anzac Day:
Anzac Day is our National Day of Remembrance in Australia and New Zealand that
broadly commemorates all Australian and New Zealanders ‘who served and died in all wars, conflicts and
peacekeeping operations’ and ‘the contribution and suffering of all those who have served’. The day is
observed on 25th April each year and was originally devised to honour the members of the Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps who fought at Gallipoli against the Ottoman Empire during World War 1.
Anzac Day marks the anniversary of the first campaign that led to major casualties for Australian and
New Zealand forces during the First World War. The acronym ANZAC stands for Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps, whose soldiers were known as Anzacs. Anzac Day remains one of the most
important national occasions of both Australia and New Zealand.

Today, I had the privilege of taking our school Captains to the Templestowe Memorial Reserve where
they represented our school by attending the School’s Anzac Day service held by the Rotary Club of
Templestowe. They joined a large number of other local school students in honouring our lost servicemen. The School Captains participated in a moving ceremony and had the opportunity to lay a wreath on
behalf of our school. Our Captains, Maya and Zahlia represented our school proudly; they are wonderful

leaders and role models to their fellow students.

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.
Kind Regards

Lena Clark

Donvale Primary School Annual Report to the Community

Our school’s Annual Report to the Community is now available for viewing on our school’s website and
via the link below.

2021-Donvale-Primary-School-4961-Annual-Report-to-the-Community.pdf
(donvaleps.vic.edu.au)

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias
NAPLAN
Not long now until our Year 3 and Year 5 students sit the NAPLAN tests. NAPLAN is the national
literacy and numeracy assessment that students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit in May each year. As it is the
only national assessment all Australian students do, it allows parents and carers to see how their child is
progressing against national standards over time.
NAPLAN tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are
performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is only one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting;
they do not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about student performance.
This year the dates for NAPLAN are as follows:

Tuesday 10th May -

Writing

Wednesday 11th May - Reading and Conventions of Language
Thursday 12th May -

Numeracy

How to help prepare your child
You can help your child prepare for NAPLAN by reassuring them that the tests are just one part of their
school program and that they simply need to try their best on the day. Classroom teachers have and will
continue to provide opportunities for students to familiarise themselves with the tests, such as the types
of questions in the tests, and complete practise tests with the students.
Parents and students can also access practice tests by clicking on this link:

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
You do not need any codes or passwords. When you first open up the test it will ask/show some codes.
This is a demonstration site so you do not require a password - just click next a few times. Then you will
be able to select which test you would like to complete.
Requisites Needed for NAPLAN
During our Coordinated Practice Test (CPT) day which happened on Thursday 24th March, we asked all
children to have
•

A fully charged iPad

•

Headphones, earphones or earbuds

•

The latest version of the Locked Down Browser (LBD) installed on their device

•

An external keyboard (optional).

We will need these items on ALL of the NAPLAN testing days.
Exempting or withdrawing students from NAPLAN
Students are able to be exempt or withdrawn from completing NAPLAN under certain circumstances. If you
would like to discuss this further please get in touch with Mrs Clark or myself, Mrs Rassias, as soon as
possible.

G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S is back!
G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S is an enrichment and extension program, designed to meet the specific needs of gifted
and talented students.
In the past, pre-Covid, we have been fortunate to host the program here at our school. Run by external
providers, who are specialist educators in their field, students from other schools (including some of our
own), have participated in the various G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S programs.
This year G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S are offering individual schools whole day programs. We have decided to offer
two G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. programs to our students this term
•

Language and Literature

17th May

•

Maths and Science

31st May

Selected students in Grade 1 to Grade 6, have been nominated by their classroom teacher to participate
in the G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. extension program. Please look out for an information letter and email, notifying
you of your child’s selection.
If you would like your child to participate in this full day program, you can register your child by clicking
on the link in the email. Please note that there is a cost to participate in the program.

GENERAL
Lunch Option with Classroom Cuisine
Available on a Wednesday! Order online until 8.30am on the day lunch is required. Go to their website
at www.classroomcuisine.com.au to order.

PARENTING MATTERS ...

FINDING THE OFF SWITCH WHEN KIDS WORRY
BY MICHAEL GROSE

Rumination is the ruination of a peaceful mind.
If you’ve ever spent a sleepless night worrying then you’ll know how problems always seem bigger when
you keep tossing them around in your head.
It can seem like everything is stacked against you. When this happens you’ve got to find the off switch so
you can get away from your worries for a while. The same principle holds for children and teenagers
when they worry. Their problems just seem to get bigger and they need to turn them off or tone them
down so they can ease their anxiety.

There are eight easy-to-learn strategies that you can teach your kids to prevent them from ruminating –
going over the same thoughts and worries over and over again.
1. Broaden their vision
Kids get tunnel vision when they worry. They often can’t see the bigger picture. For instance, a young
person may fret over minor work matters such getting the exact font match for an assignment they are
working on, and neglect to get the sleep necessary for good learning the next day. Sometimes it takes a
wise adult to remind children and young people about what really is important to them.
2. Put their attention elsewhere
Placing attention away from worries is an age old technique for parents and teachers. Commonly known
as distraction, the act of focusing attention on something other than what causes them distress is vital for
good mental health. Examples of distractions include – going outside, playing a game, shooting some
basketball hoops or listening to music.
3. Give the worry a name
Somehow giving a worry a name makes it feel less scary and more manageable. My favourite picture
storybook for toddlers ‘There’s a Hippopotamus on our Roof‘ by Hazel Edwards personifies fear of the dark
as a friendly hippo. Much more friendly and easier to boss around if you’re a child.
4. Put your worries in a jar
Wouldn’t it be great to put all your worries into a safe and throw away the key? As an adult you may do
this when you take time out to watch your favourite TV show; or lose yourself wandering for hours
online. Children need something a little more practical. They can write their worries on some paper and
lock them in away in a jar by the side of the bed at the end of the day. It’s good to know that their
worries can’t get out because they are locked up tight.
5. Limit talking time
It’s good if kids can talk about what’s on their mind but talking needs to be contained to prevent their
worries from dominating their lives. Set aside ten minutes a day to talk about their worries and then put
worry time aside until tomorrow.
6. Normalise rather than lionise their anxiety
Anxious kids are very sensitive to their parents concerns and worries. One way we build their concerns
is by continually reassuring them that things will be fine. One reassurance should be sufficient most of the
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time followed by “I’ve already talked to you about that.” Continually going over old ground can allow
worries to linger longer than necessary.
7. Give him the tools to relax
My wife relaxes in front of the TV, which is sufficient for her to take her mind off her worries. Some
people need a bigger set of tools including mindfulness and exercise to help us neutralise our worries.
8. Move baby move
Get kids moving. Physical exercise is not only a great distraction but it release feel-good endorphins that
help children and young people feel better and more optimistic about the future.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 5/6! ...
By Jason, Emily, Neve & Anran
Data Exploration
Late last term the 5/6 students made data posters. It was so much fun! We were split into groups and had
to come up with a question to ask our classmates. Once we got our data, we all got a job to do, like a
person for the pie graph, surveyor, bar graph, geometry etc… After a lot of hard work, we finished our
posters. Just like that our magnificent looking posters are stuck up on the wall! If you get a chance to visit
the 5/6 building, glance up at the wall to see our awesome work!

Colour Run
On the last day of term 1 the parent committee set up a colour run for the whole school. We ran laps
and laps while we got sprayed with a hose and had chalk thrown at us. There were loads of different
colours that we had stuck on our shirts. The year 6’s ran with their buddies and everyone ran around
having so much fun.
We got icy poles after the colour run and some families got hot cross buns. The oval turned into a
colourful mess after the colour run. Some of the kids who didn’t get to do the colour run did one on the
holidays, so nobody missed out. We all got super colourful and we had an absolute blast.

Easter!
All around the world, people were celebrating…..EASTER! It’s a time to gather and celebrate (and eat
yummy chocolate eggs!) Everyone also enjoys having a nice break and sleeping in. Many people dress up in
bunny costumes or simply put some ears on their heads. Easter was in the middle of school holidays so
there was plenty of time to have fun and relax!

Chalk Art
In 5/6 we started off the term with a fun Maths activity. We had to make….CHALK ART! As well as
making art we estimated, counted and observed. The 5/6s had to divide a rectangle in to sections and
colour the sections bright colours! Almost the whole senior side is now covered with beautiful patterns.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS - Mrs Keep
Foundation:
This term our Foundation students will explore the musical elements of Dynamics, Rhythm, Pitch and
Tempo. They will also begin to learn to play some songs on our Marimbas and Xylophones.
Year 1 and 2:
Students in these levels will continue their exploration of Dynamics, Pitch/Melody and Beat/Rhythm. They
will learn how to recognize and draw their own pitch maps as well as developing their skills on our tuned
instruments.

Year 3 and 4:
As these classes are studying “Earth’s Rotations” this term it is an ideal time to introduce students to the
classical music of Vivaldi and The Four Seasons. During the term they will also begin or continue to play a
number of chords on the ukuleles. We have a full class set of these instruments. By the end of year 4 they
should be able to play at least 5 chords. (Ukuleles are a wonderful instrument for this age group – so if
you wish to purchase one for your child – from around $30 -they are welcome to bring it along to class
each week.)
Year 5 and 6:
The term will begin with playing percussion music on Boomwhackers, Cups and Buckets.
A review of ukulele chords will be covered and then students will be given the
opportunity to learn some basic keyboard chords and chair drumming. Groups will then
plan and perform to the class, playing on these instruments.

Open Day/Night:
Our annual Open Day and Evening will be held on Thursday May 26th. Our Junior Choir and Senior
Choirs as well as the Marimba Band will be performing in the evening between 5 -7pm. We hope you are
able to attend to enjoy their performances! (More details soon!)

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg
Welcome back to all students and families for an exciting Term 2 at Donvale Primary School. This term is
filled with a number of events, such as the Senior Winter Round Robin Carnival, the Gymnastics
program, that will see students in Foundation and Grades 5 and 6 heading over to BTYC in the coming
weeks, as well as the all-important Cross Country Carnival.
House Cross Country Carnival
Next Friday, the 6th of May, all students at Donvale Primary School will take part in our
House Cross Country Carnival, which will be held, as usual, at our school, after recess.

Students will be running during the middle two sessions of the day (weather pending!) and are
invited to wear their house colours during the event.
All races, from Foundation until Grade 6 will be running for house points, as Grevillea aim to go for their
third win in a row!
Students in Grades 3-6 will be aiming to finish in the top 10 of their particular race, as they will then
qualify for the District Cross Country Carnival, which will be held three weeks later at Ruffey Lake Park.
As always, it would be amazing if we could have some parent helpers that could assist with various roles
on the day. If you are willing to help, have a Working With Children’s Check, and are triple vaccinated,
could you please let me know so I can assign you to a job.
Junior School have entered the Health room!
Term 2 sees all students that are in Foundation, Grade 1 and 2 commence their Health program. On
Monday and Tuesday’s, all of the classes will head over and learn about healthy living, understanding
personal traits, strengths and accomplishments, as well as learning about things such as safety. We’ve
made a great start with most of the 1/2 classes this week, and I can’t wait until the preps come over and
we can make a start on Tuesday.
Mr Hogg

ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis
The Art Room
Term 2 sees us finally coming back into our art room. It’s been missed by students and myself for its
fantastic space, great lighting, easy access to many materials and most importantly its ability to withstand
creative mess. To celebrate we are holding a mini lunchtime exhibition early in the term showcasing the
talented artists in our school and the creativity they develop in their own time at home. Details to follow.
Topics and themes
This term all levels are focusing on collage and construction. Collage work involves creating papers of
varying colours and textures to cut, layer and position to make interesting
compositions. Construction as a topic looks at a broad range of materials,
all requiring different connecting techniques, to create 3D forms.
Exploration and play are a large element of this. Inspiration for this term
ranges from Ken Done’s bright coral reef paintings, Britty Em’s dog
portraits, Wayne Thiebaud’s pop art cakes, the Steampunk movement and
Aboriginal totems and Dreamtime stories.
Many of these pieces will be shown at our whole school Art Show later in the year.
Exhibition at The Pines
Donvale Primary has been fortunate enough to secure a spot in an upcoming sculpture
show at The Pines Shopping Centre celebrating World Environment Day. The Year 3/4
students will be working together to make a group piece using recycled materials that
shines a light on an Australian endangered species. The work will be on exhibit at the
Pines on the 1st-17th June. There is a People’s Choice Award so we hope to have all your
support. Updates and reminders will be issued in Snippets.
Looking forward to an exciting Term ahead.
Deb De Stefanis

MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho

LOTE Mandarin Chinese
大家好(Da jia hao)! Hello, everyone!
The Term 2 Mandarin Program for each level is as follows:
FOUNDATION
Students will be introduced to a new topic; ‘My Family’. They will learn their family
words and continue with counting. The children will be encouraged to develop their
confidence in speaking more Chinese words and will also learn the Chinese version of
‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’.
YEAR 1/2:
This term, students will be introduced to a new topic of ‘the Days of the Week’ which
is associated with the Term 1 topic, Months of the Year. Students will learn the actual
days of the week through making a calendar for the month of May in Chinese
characters. They will be able to say the dates in Chinese which will be extended to their
birthday, being able to say when their birthdays are in sentence form. Students will also
learn the Chinese version of the Happy Birthday Song associated with this topic.
YEAR 3/4:
Students will be exploring the topic of ‘Giant Panda an Endangered Animal’ this term.
This topic will provide students with the critical facts about the giant pandas that have
been facing the crisis of extinction in China. They will do research on the different
factors that may have caused this crisis and have a chance to discuss the ways to
protect them from being extinct. Students will learn topic related Chinese words and
phrases.
YEAR 5/6:
This term, students will be introduced to a topic of ‘An Imaginary Trip to China’.
This
will combine with the geographical knowledge and various information they learned
about China in Term 1 with the topic of ‘Facts of China’. They will have a chance to investigate more cities and tourist attractions through ‘A 12-Day Tour of China’ activity in
class. At the end of this term, students will make their own passports and produce an
imaginary itinerary for a trip to China for seven days.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Welcome back to Term 2.
We are very excited about the upcoming term, there is a little bit happening. To
help us make it all happen for our kids, please jump onto sign up zone and help
anyway you can!
https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra

The colour run was a huge success. Thanks
to everyone who helped out. Keep an
eye out for the new outdoor furniture that
will be popping up around the school
Mother’s Day stall Thursday 6th May.
Gifts from $1 to $10.
Sign up zone if you would like to help out
on the day.

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS
hot chocolates and popcorn. $1 each

Sign up zone
We cannot do what we do for
our community without your

support and help. Thanks to
everyone who has signed up to
help. There are always spots
available, so don’t forget to
jump on and sign up
Looking forward to seeing more of you this term around the school
and hopefully at our next meeting
(watch out for the date on Compass)

Birthday Wishes To
Aiden C, Mya S, Levi D, Leanna S, Yorgos A, Kizito O, Chloe B
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 29th April to 12th May

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and
teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this
publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to
the accuracy or completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any
claims made by the advertisers.

FOOTBALL STAR ACADEMY AT DONVALE
PRIMARY SCHOOL!

FSA provides soccer clinics at DONVALE PRIMARY and
we want to invite you for a FREE trial class! Please fill
up the form to secure your spot this term!
https://forms.gle/S5xjfjPmCCSMmVXNA

We are selling the Kenshi candles at school. Pop in at
the office to smell the beautiful scents.

Free Information Session will be held on Thursday 7
April at 10.30 am. More information can be found on
our website at https://pineslearning.com.au/courses/
business-administration-skills/ or give us a call on
9842 6726.

