
          

Elata Street, Donvale       

Phone: 03-9842 3373      

 Email: Donvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au   

                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

Twilight Working Bee: A reminder that our first Working Bee for the year is being held tomorrow 

afternoon / evening from 4.00 – 6.00pm. There is a multitude of tasks around the school that need doing, 

so your support tomorrow would be very gratefully received. We have some gardening and maintenance 

jobs to do, some painting and cleaning and some tree pruning and hedging. Bring along blowers, pressure 

washers, hedge trimmers, chain saws, brooms, paint brushes, secateurs…and a lot of energy and         

enthusiasm! 

With thanks to our wonderful Parents Association, a delicious sausage sizzle will be available to all our 

hungry hard workers at the end of the evening.   

I hope to see as many of our families joining us.  

This is our first Working Bee for this year and School Council hope to have one each term throughout 

the year. Please keep an eye out for this each term; I hope that you can join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harmony Week 21st – 27th March – ‘Everyone Belongs’:  Next week is Harmony Week. Our 

school will be getting into the spirit of this event…you’ll find more information in this newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow is the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence – Friday March 18th. This 

is an important day where we work with our students in continuing to develop their understanding of 

what bullying is and what it is not. We teach children to know what actions and strategies are available to 

them as supports and let them know very clearly that, at Donvale PS, we take bullying very seriously. 

Children know that they are being heard and that their feelings matter and all issues are investigated  
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thoroughly and respectfully.  Kindness is a key element for bullying prevention and promotes              

inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of belonging. It is an opportunity to teach what is kindness and    

demonstrate kind behaviour, both of which play important roles in bullying prevention.  I am looking   

forward to hearing the stories from our students at tomorrow’s assembly where they will be able to 

share their learning from this week with us all.  

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 



March 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
    18 

Crazy Sock Day - Kids wear 

fun socks.  Bring a gold coin 

donation 

4.00-6.00pm:  Twilight 

Working Bee 

21 

District Tennis (4 students 

from Grade 5/6) 

Mullauna College visit to 

Grade 5/6 students 

Harmony Day - students 

can wear orange         

accessory  

22 23 24 

11.30:  NAPLAN readiness  test 

Grade 3 & 5 students 

25 

28 

2.30:  Ryan Smith to visit  

Grade 5/6 students 

29 30 31 

Summer Round Robin  - 5/6 

Week 2 

 

April 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    1 

Hot Dog Meal Deal Day 

4 

2.00-3.30:  ‘Lead the way’ 

Incursion for Grade 5/6 

students 

5 6 7 

Summer Round Robin Back Up 

Day 

8 

Last day Term 1 - 2.30 

dismissal 

 

                 4.00pm – 6.00pm 

Come along with the whole family and spend the afternoon helping make our school grounds even 

more beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as mowers, whipper snippers, shovels, blowers, 

pressure guns, garden gloves, pruning shears, hedge trimmers etc.  

                      A delicious BBQ dinner will be provided by our Parents Association.  

                                 Hope to see you there. 

                         Building and Grounds Committee 

TWILIGHT WORKING BEE THIS FRIDAY 



GENERAL 

Term 2 

26th April - 24th June 

2nd Hand Uniform 

We do have a selection on 2nd hand uniform for sale.  Prices range from $5-$10.  Please see Wendy in 

the office. 

Hair Accessories 

We have a selection of hair accessories for sale at the office.  See below. 

Out of stock - have ordered 

Bow Pony Hair Tie                      

$6 

Ribbon Pony Hair 

Tie $6 

Korker Pony Hair Tie 

$6 

Hair Elastics 

$5 
Navy Bow Clip    $4 

Braided Hairband 

$8 

Bow Hairband 

$6 

SRC Crazy Sock Day Tomorrow 

Kid's can wear fun socks and bring a gold coin donation. The money raised goes towards the schools in 

Queensland who were affected by the floods. 

Anzac Day Appeal 

We are selling various badges, etc from the office.  Prices range from $2 for badges to the more         

expensive ones of $20. 



Harmony Day 

Harmony Day is about everyone in Australia coming together and celebrating who they are. It’s a day 

where Australian’s acknowledge Australia as a country that is full of diversity. Every class will be doing 

activities around Harmony Day this coming Monday. These activities will be shared in further detail in the 

following assembly. Students will need to be in full school uniform, however they can wear an orange   

accessory, like hair bands or bracelets. Orange represents social communication and two way             

conversations and is the colour of Harmony Day. Join us to celebrate Harmony Day together! 

From the SRC 

Well done to our very own Cody N who has swum his way into the      

Regional Swimming finals. This is such an amazing achievement for our year 

4 student! He has already competed in the 50m Butterfly event at a District 

and Division level. Cody swims again next Friday and we wish him every 

success. Regardless of the outcome at the Regional final, he is already a 

champion in our eyes! 



Sustainable Garden 

It was wonderful to see so many kids in the garden on Tuesday. There were more than 40 children who 

were busy weeding, digging, watering to get the garden beds ready for planting lots of vegetable seedlings 

next week.     

Michelle Bishop 



OUR 3/4 INCURSION ... 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN 5-6? 

By Elise B, Hannah B, Isabella M , Kaitlyn B, Zahlia G 

Preps’ First Assembly 

Last Friday on the 11th of March it was the Preps first assembly. They all stood up and turned around to 

wave at everybody then sat back down. They were well behaved and respectful when the National      

Anthem was sung, and even tried to sing. The award winners were Lizzie C and Cooper T.  The year 6’s 

can’t wait to see their buddies at the next assembly. All the preps had so much fun and are excited to 

come to assembly this week. 

Round Robin  

On the 10 of March, all the 5-6 students went on a trip to play 

their Round Robin sports. There were 5 different sports including 

Rounders, Basketball, Softball, Cricket and Tennis. To begin with, 

Rounders; in the girls team, everyone had a fabulous time and it 

was even better when they won 2 games!! Unfortunately, they lost 

two and tied 1. Altogether they played 5 fun filled games. The boys  



team got the same results. Basketball, everyone tried their best and 

won 2 games and lost 2 games for both teams. The Softball team, won 

2, lost 2 and tied 1. There was only one team playing Cricket but they 

did a great job!!  

They have done the best so far, winning 3 and losing just 1. Last one is 

Tennis, unfortunately the scores were not all added up but they still 

did well. All the students tried their best and still had a fantastic time. 

 

School Photos  

On Friday the 11 of March all of Donvale got their school photos, 

everyone walked in looking fabulous with their hair flawless. The 

school Captains Maya and Zahlia were ran around the school all 

day collecting all the classes. Students got a class photo with their 

peers, then got their individual photos.  Captains and people who 

were in the Marimba band also had their photos taken. The poor 

photo man had a whole queue of people patiently waiting for their individual photos. The sibling photos 

happened at lunch leaving a massive queue in the library. At the end of the day we were done with    

photos and our hair was finally free. 

 

Garden 15/3/22 

Every Tuesday the garden is open to kids from prep to year 6 and it’s run 

by Mr Males and parent  helpers.  In the garden you learn to water, weed 

flowers and fruits and wash and pick fresh fruit.  Many kids enjoy     

spending their lunch time helping in the garden. Every so often Bunning’ 

comes to help out in the garden and gives us some more plants and   

vegetables to plant. The vegetable garden is a fun way to spend your 

lunchtime with friends. 

 

Spheros at Assembly! 

After weeks of programming 5/6R  was ready to show the whole school 

their skills in programming the Sphero Balls. These are little robots that 

can be driven around with iPads through a program called Sphero Edu. 

There were 2 speakers, Karen and Alexis who talked about the program 

and how it is important to help with coding skills. There are 3 different 

ways to make them move around. Colours, shapes and blocks. When 

5/6R becomes more advanced we will be using JavaScript. They could 

even come back and perform their new skills. All the students in 5/6 are 

so excited for their next lesson.  

 

 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Learning Specialist 

One of the most fundamental areas of maths knowledge is the TIMES TABLES facts. They are building 

blocks for all sorts of extended learning, so knowing them well is critical for becoming fluent and       

confident in maths. 

If I were to ask any of you, ‘what is 2 x 2?’, I’m pretty sure you’d be able to tell me 4 very quickly. You 

would also be able to explain that 2 x 2 means two lots of two, two groups of two, or two sets of two. 

Being able to EXPLAIN what it means, and knowing the facts themselves are two SEPARATE skills, both 

equally important. 

So how can you help your child learn their times tables? 

The most important thing is to make it FUN. Sing songs, play games, create number stories. Whatever it 

is, it needs to be relatable and shouldn’t feel like a chore. 

Begin with the easy tables like the 2s, 5s and 10s. Play skip counting games, both forwards and backwards. 

Go outside and add some activity to the mix – oxygen to the brain is increased when puffing and heart 

rates are up. Use basketball shooting, running between lines, doing star jumps, kicking a soccer ball or 

footy.  Inside, use dominoes, dice or playing cards… whatever you use, talk about what you are doing… 

being able to talk through strategies and explain WHY you are doing things is incredibly important. 

Don’t labour through it, whatever you choose to do. Short, sharp sessions done often and regularly are 

the most effective.    

Here are some other fun, easy to manage ideas: 

https://www.whizz.com/en-us/blog/fun-ways-to-teach-times-tables/ 

Work on these skills together with your child, and you will BOTH increase your confidence in maths! 

https://www.whizz.com/en-us/blog/fun-ways-to-teach-times-tables/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Our next PA meeting is on Wednesday 23rd March onsite at school 

at 3:35. At this stage we will meet in the Library.  

All welcome.  No commitment.  No contracts 

COMING SOON 

We have our every successful Easter 

Fundraiser back again this year. Full 

details are still being finalized. Keep a 

(bunny) ear out! 

The rumours are true!!! Meal Deals are 

back. Please keep an eye out for the date 

on Compass soon.  

 One less lunch to make!!!!! 

FRIDAY RECESS TREATS 
icy poles and popcorn $1 each  

                

Sign up zone 
https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra  

 

We cannot do what we do for our      

community without your  

support and help.  Thanks to everyone 

who has signed up to help. There are     

always spots available, so don’t forget to 

jump on and sign up FRIDAY RECESS SPECIAL 

FREDDOS 2 for $1 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986






 Birthday Wishes To 
Hannah B, Kaitlyn B, Amelia Y, Noah P, Hugo C-S, Cienna H, Eric L, Enoch C, 

Elsa S, Harry C, Owen C, Aidan M, Charlotte B, Max M 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th to 31st March 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  



We are selling these candles at the office.   


