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                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

It’s hard to believe that there is only just over two weeks to go before the end of this school year. We 

still have much to do before we say our goodbyes for this year including the Year 6 Graduation on    

Tuesday 14th December and our final Assembly for the year on Dec 17th. The children are really now   

getting into the spirit of the festive season; it’s really nice to see some of the children playfully wearing 

Santa hats, reindeer ears, Santa socks and the like around the school. The teachers have planned some 

wonderful Christmas activities and Christmas trees are going up!   

Whole School Camping Program: Over the last couple of weeks, we have seen the whole school 

engage with our school’s camping program. This program starts at the Foundation level with our 

‘Foundation Breakfast’. This is a day where the children arrive to school earlier than usual still dressed in 

their PJ’s. A hearty breakfast of fresh fruit, cereal, toast and juice is followed by some games and         

activities. The children then take their school bags and get themselves ready for school by getting      

themselves dressed in their uniforms, brushing their teeth and combing their hair. All this is in          

preparation for their later years when they participate in our out of school camping program. A very big 

thank you to Foundation teachers Miss Farrington, Mrs Hodgson and Mrs Nicks for their planning and 

preparation in making this event a fun and exciting experience for the children. The children all thought it 

was so much fun arriving to school in their PJ’s!  

Last Friday, our year 1 /2 students participated in their camping day. The children had an amazing day full 

of excitement and adventure. The day began with games which were then followed by a surprise         

excursion to ‘Bounce’ trampoline park in Blackburn. The children were so thrilled with this surprise, they 

had so much fun…and so did the teachers! A pizza lunch awaited the children upon their return and then 

some quiet activities for the afternoon. At the end of the day, the children went home, and our Year 2 

students then readied themselves for the second part of their camp day. This consisted of more fun and 

games at the school which finished off with a movie night in the senior building. What a day! Thank you 

to the wonderful 1 / 2 team… Mrs Webster, Ms Milne, Ms Geary and Ms Valentine. I know how          

exhausted they were when the day was over but it was all worth it just to see how much enjoyment the 

children gained from the day. 

When our children reach the year 3 /4 level, they have the opportunity to attend a three day / two night 

camp away. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions this year, this camp away had to be cancelled. Again, 

our teachers planned for a series of camping type activities held at the school, to allow the children to 

enjoy the camping experience as much as possible. Orienteering, Donvale Idol, and an assortment of 

camping games are just some of the activities which were planned to take place over three days; last 

week and this week. The children are having an absolutely fantastic time; whilst we cannot totally        

represent a camp experience, the 3 /4 teachers did their best in making up for the disappointment in not 

attending an overnight camp away.  
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A very big thank you to the 3 /4 team…Ms Flack, Mr Males, Ms Graham and Ms Price for all their efforts 

in making the camping experience for the children this year, such a wonderful event.  

The finale to our whole school camping program takes place with our 5 /6 students who attend a 5 day / 

4 night camp away. Our year 5/6 students are currently away on camp which is being held at the beautiful 

beach camp in Waratah Bay. The children are having such a wonderful time experiencing adventures such 

as night walks, surfing and rock climbing. The 5 /6 students were extremely fortunate to be able to     

attend this camp this year, having missed out on last year due to Covid restrictions. A very big thank you 

to all the staff in attendance at the camp… Mr Hogg, Mrs Rassias, Ms Wernert, Mr Tapper, Mr Reiter, 

Mrs Thomas, Mrs Grimes and Tara Reiter. This is a wonderful camp away but it does cause for minimal 

sleep for our staff. They do come back exhausted and need the weekend to recover, however, they all 

just love being with the kids and take great pride in being able to offer these opportunities and            

experiences to the children.   

Grade structures 2022: Next year, we will be running 14 classes. Our grade structures will consist 

of a mix between straight grades and composites. 

The following is our structure for 2022: 

Foundation - two classes 

Year 1 - two classes  

Year 2 – two classes 

Year 1 / 2 – one class 

Year 3 / 4 – four composite classes 

Year 5/6 – three composite classes 

Staff have been allocated to the classes and have spent last week planning in their teams in readiness for 

term 1 next year. The teachers have compiled a draft of the student placements into the classes for next 

year. Leadership is now working on finalising these drafts in readiness for the last week of term when 

classes and staff will be announced. The students will have the opportunity to spend some time with their 

2022 classmates and class teachers in the 2022 classroom on Friday 17th December at the ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ session.  

Specialist subjects and teachers will remain the same as this year. All students will continue to have a 

weekly 50-minute lesson in all specialist subjects.  

 
 

More staffing details for 2022 will be published in my Principal Report in our final Snippets for this year 

on 16th December.  

Student Reports: Teachers have been working hard throughout this term in assessing students and 

writing end of year student reports. Due to the impact of Covid this year, we will again be presenting a 

modified version of our student reports. These reports provide parents with a brief but accurate        

description of their child’s progress and achievements this year. Student reports will be published on 

Monday 13th December via Compass. Thank you to Michael Hogg, for all his work in preparing the      

reports for the staff.   

Specialist Subject Teacher 

Performing Arts Mrs Anthea Keep 

Visual Arts Mrs Debbie De Stefanis 

LOTE – Mandarin Mr Rock Kho 

Physical Education Mr Michael Hogg 



Thank you also, to the staff who have spent many hours of their own time in preparing these reports.  

Year 6 Graduation: All is well underway now for our Year 6 Graduation which will be taking place 

next Tuesday 14th December. Whilst we are still bound by Covid restrictions, we are planning to keep 

things as ‘normal’ as possible for the children and families. The dinner will be held at a local restaurant 

and will follow with the ceremony which is being held at the Doncaster Secondary College theatre. Once 

again, we are fortunate to have Tamblyn Smith (choreographer) working with us in preparing the students 

for their musical items during the ceremony. Several parents have joined the support committee and have 

been doing a marvellous job in helping with the preparations for the event.   Thank you to all our very 

supportive parents who are working with us to ensure that this event for the year 6 students is a memo-

rable one. I have a sneaky feeling that this year’s Graduation may well be the best one ever! 

Twilight Working Bee: Our Twilight Working Bee held on Friday 19th November, was a wonderful 

success where all the tasks that we planned to get done, got done! Our families and staff helped out with 

tidying our gardens including our veggie garden beds, replanting some of our garden beds, cleaning our 

carpark, cutting back trees, chopping up logs, pressure washing, de-cobwebbing, handyman jobs,       

sweeping, blowing… Above all, it was truly wonderful to be able to welcome back our community to our 

school. Thank you to all the families and staff who attended. Your efforts and time spent were very much 

appreciated. The hard workers were treated to a very delicious BBQ dinner that the Szedlak family    

prepared for us. Very yum! 

Some exciting news for everyone! A reminder that Santa will again be visiting our school on    

Thursday December 16th. As the reindeers are resting up for the big day, Santa has organised another 

mode of transport to get to our school; he will be arriving by helicopter landing on our oval with arrival 

time being approximately 9.30am. Following arrival, Santa will be welcomed into the junior classrooms to 

spend some time with the children. He may even have a little treat to hand out to the children. 

Parents are welcome to join us for the arrival on the oval at 9.30am. We will have a special designated 

area for parents to stand - socially distancing, of course. Following the classroom visits, Santa will make 

his way back to the helicopter for his departure around 12.00pm. All the children will be back at the oval 

at this time to wave Santa a big goodbye.  It will be a terrific way for our children to celebrate the coming 

festive season and enjoy a very special event at the school with their friends and teachers / staff. We 

can't wait! 

Final Assembly Friday 17th December: Our final assembly each year is always a very special one. 

Particularly as it is our last opportunity to say a fond farewell to our graduating year 6 students. As we 

are restricted with gatherings indoors, we are planning to hold our final assembly, outdoors. Weather 

pending, we aim to have our Assembly on the senior sports side of the school just out the front of the 

Senior building. We would like to invite you to join us if you can for this event. Should the weather be 

inclement, the Assembly will take place inside the Senior building. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 

invite parents into the building to join us if this was the case. Instead, we will plan a Zoom meeting where 

our community will be able to join us via video link. I will keep you updated on this as it is very much   

dependent on the weather conditions. The Assembly is scheduled to commence 12.30pm. I hope to see 

you there.  

 

REMINDER 
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PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVALE P S  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Misbehaviour or mistake?  
by Michael Grose  

Ella was a distressed mum. She’d discovered her eight-year-old daughter Ruby had stolen a bracelet from another girl at 
school.  Shocked and angry, she approached her daughter to talk about the behaviour. 

Ruby clammed up, refusing to talk so Ella wisely took a step back and sought advice from her family. 

Ella sought advice from her own mother who suggested that she see her daughter’s behaviour as a mistake, rather than a mis-
behaviour. Ella’s mother was spot on. 

It’s easy to see children’s poor behaviour through a moral lens, thinking that they are somehow inherently bad, or on the road 
to ruin if they behave poorly or infringe on someone else’s rights. This view neglects the notion that children’s behaviour is on 
a steep learning curve. They wear L-plates for a long time, which is just as well, as they are likely to mess up many times, par-
ticularly in the teenage years. 

“You’ve made a mistake” 

Calmly, with newfound confidence that having a plan provides, Ella approached her daughter again about the issue saying, “I 
know that’s (stealing) not like you. Can you tell me what happened?” 

Upset, the young girl told her mum how she’d seen the bracelet for some time and just couldn’t resist taking it when the op-
portunity came. 

Tears of remorse flowed freely.  Ella asked, “What should we do now?” 

“I’ll give it back.” “Good idea. I can help you if you like.” 

“Thank you.” 

Misbehaviour or mistake? 

Viewing behaviour through the learning lens changed the way that Ella approached her daughter. If you take this approach 
when your children behave poorly, your language and the way you follow up the behaviour may need to change. 

Punishment or making amends? 

If you think that a child has misbehaved then they generally need to be punished by experiencing something unpleasant such 
as grounding or a loss of privileges to teach them a lesson. However, if you believe kids make mistakes, they should make 
amends such as returning a stolen good or making up for poor behaviour in some way. 

Correcting the past or learning for the future? 

When the misbehaviour is the focus, your main concern will be about the past and to ensure that the misbehaviour isn ’t be 
repeated. When the focus is on a mistake, your main concern will be about the future and ensuring they improve the way they 
treat others. 

Judge or coach? 

When misbehaviour is the focus your role as a parent is part police, part judge ensuring rules are followed and punishment is 
administered fairly. When a mistake becomes the focus, your role becomes part teacher, part coach showing kids better ways 
of behaviour and keeping relationships intact. 

In closing 

How do you view your child’s indiscretions? Do you see them as misbehaviours to get rid of or 
mistakes to be learned from? Perhaps you see them as a little of both. How you view your child’s 
poor behaviour is a choice, and one that determines your approach and the effectiveness of your 
response. 
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DECEMBER 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

 

2 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Grade 3/4 Camp activity day 

3 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Grade 3/4 Camp activity day  

6 

2.00-3.00:  Whole school 

transition 

7 

2.00-3.15:  2022 Foundation 

Transition  

All day: Grade 6 students  

Transition Day (Govt. schools) 

8 

Aquatics Program 

9 

Aquatics Program 

10 

Aquatics Program 

13 

Aquatics Program 

Reports published on 

Compass 

Xmas stall 

14 

Aquatics Program 

Grade 6 Graduation night 

15 

Aquatics Program 

Grade 6 end of year party 

16 

9.30:  Special visitor arriving 

1.50:  Junior carols 

2.45:  Senior carols 

Foundation end of year party 

Grade 3/4 end of year party 

17 

9.30:  Meet the teacher 

12.30:  Assembly 

1.30 Dismissal 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 



FOUNDATION BREAKFAST 

‘On camp day I had so much fun.  The bubbles were fun, the hut building 

was fun and the breakfast was yummy!  And everything was super 

fun!’  Zachary C - FN 

 

‘My favourite activity was the t-shirts and my favourite also was blowing the 

bubbles and my favourite   also was the big ball and also the breakfast.’ Zimal 

M - FN 

‘On camp day I enjoyed the hut building.  It was so much fun on camp day.  It was 

the best camp day of all.’ Krishvi P - FN 

 

‘On Friday my favourite activity was making things with marshmallows. My other 

favourite activity was blowing bubbles and my third favourite activity was building 

huts with sticks.’ Charley N - FH 

 

‘On Friday I had breakfast at school. I loved the breakfast. I got to wear my         

pyjamas.’ Chloe B - FH 

 

‘On Friday I wore pyjamas to school and I ate breakfast. My favourite thing 

was hut building. I blew bubbles.’ Eva C - FH 

 

‘On Friday, my favourite activity was that I ate breakfast. We played with a 

giant ball and bubbles. We got free time. After that we went home. The 

end!’ Isaac G – FF 

 

‘On camp day, I liked having breakfast. The best activity was the T-shirt colouring. 

Then after recess we went on the oval to play with a big ball. It was the best day!’ 

Brodie L – FF 

 

‘On camp day, I had fun. I liked the ball. I was in my PJs.’ Alex C – FF 

 

‘I liked breakfast, it was fun. I made a picture on a T-shirt. I had fun on that day, it 

was the best. The    funniest thing was getting dressed at school, I loved that. I had 

so much fun on that day because we ate marshmallows’ – Kitty D – FF 

 



A big thank you to the following people and families who attended our working bee…. 

Emily and Warren De Niese, Abbot family, Louise Martin, Mattiassi family, Buszko family, Bremaud /   

Panesar family, Szedlak family, Hayley and Zac Williams, Mackintosh family, Cowley family, Shou family, 

Mei, Mrs Keep, Mr Hogg, Mrs Rassias and Mrs Hodgson. 

 

 

TWILIGHT WORKING BEE 



 Birthday Wishes To 
                        Isaac G, Angelica L, Jonathon L, Ruby D, Indi G, Thomas S,           

                          Eleanor C, Sanavi L, Ollin E, Oliver S, Billy L 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 3rd to the 16th Dec 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  




