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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

LOCKDOWN CONTINUES: Unfortunately, it was announced yesterday that the current lockdown 

and remote learning is to continue for the remainder of this term.  As such, all processes and procedures 

that we now have in place with regards to our remote learning program and students onsite, will remain 

as is.  This was not the news any of us wanted to hear, however, I know that we will continue to work 

together in ensuring that our children are supported throughout this time as much as possible.  

 

PLANNING / WELLBEING DAY: I certainly hope that yesterday’s Wellbeing Day provided you 

and your children with some respite from the usual remote learning program. It was great to see many of 

our children and families out and about enjoying the fabulous weather. The first day of Spring certainly 

set the benchmark for better days ahead. The warmer weather brought about a spring in our steps and a 

strong feeling of positivity that we will soon be living our lives with much more flexibility. It was also 

wonderful to see almost all the staff of Donvale PS attend onsite yesterday for Planning Day. The staff 

enjoyed the opportunity to spend time face to face with their teams and colleagues. It was an extremely 

productive day where the teams have planned for an exciting term 4. The teachers continued to plan  

assuming that the students will be back onsite. This includes planning for incursions, excursions and all 

programs such as Camps, Sleepovers, Swimming, Graduation etc. We will keep our fingers and toes 

crossed that this planning will not be disrupted and that we will see the school year out with the children 

onsite.  

NAPLAN RESULTS: You may have heard across the media that Victoria has held the top spot as 

the highest-performing jurisdiction on seven out of ten measures in the primary school years. It was 

pleasing to see that the Government acknowledged the incredible resilience and hard work of Victorian 

educators, students and families as this hard work has been reflected in the remarkable results for this 

year's NAPLAN tests. I’m extremely pleased to announce that our School’s NAPLAN results were also 

very impressive. Our school performed extremely well across all assessed areas (Reading, Writing, 

Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation, Numeracy) achieving above state results with each. Further, both our 

Year 3 and 5 results bettered similar school cohorts across all areas. Our results also compared most 

favourably when measured against schools with our network (Manningham Schools – all high performing 

schools) showing, in several areas, similar if not better results. This is outstanding! I am extremely proud 

of these achievements particularly when considering the very disjointed learning that the children have 

endured over the past eighteen or so months. It shows, yet again, that our teachers are working hard and 

doing a fantastic job. It shows that our community is amazing and has continued to support our teaching 

and learning programs from the home front. I know that we have always had concerns about the student 

learning through the lockdowns…Is the children’s learning going backwards? Is my child falling behind? 

For the most part, the answer to these questions is ‘No!’ Our community has a strong academic culture  

2nd September 2021 



and our children are very well supported. The NAPLAN data confirms our teacher judgement data; we 

know that our teaching and learning programs are making a positive difference to our student outcomes.  

 

WHERE’S WALLY: A very big thankyou to so many members of our community who have embraced 

our school’s ‘Where’s Wally’ initiative. It’s so lovely to see all our Wally’s placed in windowsills of our 

local homes and businesses. This is such a great way to support the children’s’ mental health, fitness,   

engagement, motivation etc as well as supporting our parents and building the connections with our    

wider community. A big thankyou to one of our Foundation teachers, Mrs Hodgson, for driving this     

initiative across our school and broader community.  

 

VICTORIAN STATE SCHOLS SPECTACULAR CANCELLED:  Sadly, the 2021 Victorian State 

Schools Spectacular has been cancelled due to current COVID-19 restrictions and ongoing uncertainty as 

a result of the pandemic. Victoria’s public health team recommended the cancellation of the event earlier 

this week. I know that our team of students and Mr Reiter and Mrs Gerraty are very disappointed with 

this news. I would like to send out a very big thank you to our Spectacular students and teachers for all 

their efforts to this stage. You are great! We will now look forward to next year where plans for the 

2022 Spectacular are already underway. I’m confident that our school will once again participate in the 

Spectacular next year. I know that we will have many senior students who will be very much looking   

forward to this opportunity.  

 

BOOK WEEK ACTIVITY DAY: Let’s all get ready for our Book Week Activity Day being held 

tomorrow! Whilst we were very much hoping that the children would be back at school tomorrow, the 

teachers planned for this event to continue even if this was not to be. With the lockdown now          

continuing, we hope that the children will be able to embrace the spirit of Book Week at home by    

dressing up in their favourite character and enjoying the scheduled planned by their teachers. I am     

looking forward to jumping into the class Webex meetings tomorrow to celebrate good literature and 

great reading with our students and teachers.  

 

PRODUCTION – ‘READ, DREAM, REPEAT’:   Just wanted to send out a huge thank you to parent 

Kat Macleod, parent of Jimmy, Winnie and Abel, for taking her valuable time in designing our school’s 

Production poster. Kat incorporated some of our senior students’ artwork which was led by Mrs De 

Stefanis, our wonderful art teacher. I’m sure you’ll agree that Kat and the students have done a terrific 

job. Whilst the Production will not be going ahead this year, we do plan to run with this Production at 

some future time. We will look forward to displaying this wonderful poster around the school then.  

 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 
 

  



FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, tomorrow is Donvale Primary School’s Book Week Activity 

Day. Every year we celebrate the CBCA Book Week in our own special way. We have a parade, where 

students (and teachers) model their costumes to the school community. Then, throughout the day,    

children participate in various activities related to the shortlisted books. 

This year, we will be celebrating DPS Book Week Activity Day online. We ask that students still wear a 

costume, and they can model and explain their costume in the class’ WebEx. Teachers will still be       

organising activities based on this year’s shortlisted books. Even though it will be online, it still promises 

to be a fun and engaging day. 

 

This year’s CBCA Book of the Year winners and their categories are: 

The End of the World is Bigger than Love – Davina Bell    (Older readers – 13 to 18 years old)  

Aster’s Good, Right Things – Kate Gordon     (Young readers – 7 to 12 years old) 

No! Never! – Libby Hathorn and Lisa Hathorn-Jarman   (Early Childhood – 0 to 6 years old)  

How to Make a Bird – Matt Ottley   (Picture book of the Year) 

Dry to Dry: the Seasons of Kakadu – Pamela Freeman  (The Eve Pownall Award – book which 

documents factual material)  

 

 

 



QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

GENERAL 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The Premiers’ Reading Challenge is in it’s final weeks. There has been over 2000 books read by the     

children at DPS, with 37 students completing the challenge! All students who have completed the       

challenge will receive a certificate and be acknowledged in our next newsletter. A big shout out to      

Anastasia B & Cameron S from FH who have read over 400 books between them. An outstanding 

achievement! 

Mrs Hodgson 

 

 



R U OK? Day  

R U Ok? Day is Thursday 9 September. This day dedicated to inspiring and empowering everyone to 

meaningfully connect with people around them by asking the simple question “Are you OK?”. It’s a reminder to 

everyone that every day is the day to ask, “Are you OK?” and to support those struggling with life's ups 

and downs. 

To support this day and to remind everyone to check in with 

their family, friends and classmates, we are asking that the 

children wear yellow to their morning WebEx meeting next 

Thursday.  

Now could also be a great time to ask your child “Are you OK?” and 

to support them in the event that they are struggling. Below are some signs to look out for if your child 

is feeling sad, and some strategies on how best to deal with this. 

 

Asking, ‘Are you OK?’  

R U OK? seeks to create a world where we’re all connected. We’re never too young to look out for one 

another and meaningfully connect. Being able to meaningfully support someone and strengthening peer-to

-peer support skills should begin in the early years of a child’s life through teaching them to look after 

themselves and their peers. 

A range of circumstances can lead to a child feeling low, including:  

• Big life changes like moving house or school 

• Experiencing grief or loss 

• Being around people going through tough times 

• Being bullied 

• Arguing with someone 

• Problems with school work 

• Being bored 

• Having a medical condition or chronic illness 

• Not sleeping well 

• Not exercising enough 

• Hormonal changes 

• Special needs 

 

Be aware of certain behaviours and signs that can indicate a child might be struggling. The first thing to 

look out for is changes in behaviour. When people feel low, they often:  

Withdraw from their friends or their family 

Lash out at people and get angry or upset really easily, including towards the people they care about 

• Cry or become emotional 

• Lose interest in activities and things they usually love 

• Have changed sleeping patterns. They might be sleeping all the time, not sleeping much at all, or 

sleeping at strange hours (such as in the middle of the day) 

 

 



• Have a changed appetite. They could be eating more than usual, or less 

 

Children cannot be expected to fix someone’s problems, nor know the best way to help and support. 

However they can be encouraged to listen to what their friend is saying, let them know they care and tell 

a teacher, school counsellor or trusted adult if they are worried about their friend. By promoting an   

environment of positive peer support and accessing support channels via an adult, children can learn that 

asking, ‘Are you OK?’ is a key life skill. 

 

R U OK? has 4 Conversation Steps to help navigate a conversation when someone says, “No, I’m not 

OK”.  

These steps are:  

1 Ask  

2 Listen  

3 Encourage action  

4 Check in 

 

Useful contacts when a child is not OK:  

• School counsellor 

• GP or psychologist 

• Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800 

• Lifeline on 13 11 14 

• ‘000’ if life is in imminent danger 

 

Sarah Hodgson 



Where’s Wally Hunt! 

Wally has been spreading the joy around Donvale and the surrounding suburbs. He has been spotted in 

many locations and has given our daily walks, and visits to the local shopping centres another purpose. 

 

Thanks to the following businesses / places for supporting our Where’s Wally hunt! 

 

Mr Chook, Tunstall Square 

Rump Butchers, Tunstall Square 

Toast Café, Junction Rd, 

Aranga Reserve Fenced Dog Park,  Donvale 

Espresso Lane, Tunstall Square  

Ramsay Pharmacy, Tunstall Square 

Thrive Bulk Wholefoods, Tunstall Square 

Green Earth Health Store, Tunstall Square 

Black Stag Café, Tunstall Square 

Cube Care Bar, Tunstall Square 

Mable Café, Mitcham 

Woolworths Devon Plaza 

Sweet Clan – Devon Plaza 

New Age Pizza – Devon Plaza 

PostBox – Devon Drive, Doncaster 

East 

Mitcham North Post Office 

Pizza Bella, Mitcham 

Body Motion Physio, Mitcham 

PROtog, Mitcham 

 

Happy hunting! 

 

Sarah Hodgson 

 



THE FATHERING PROJECT 



 Birthday Wishes To 
       Lucinda V, Madeline C, Benji B, Ethan O’B, Cameron S, Cheyenne P, Billy A 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 3rd - 16th September 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  


