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                                                              Our Values 

Respect   Responsibility   Resilience  Compassion  Gratitude 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

School Production: As announced in my Compass communication with you last night, we have sadly 

made the decision to cancel our School Production for this year. We began the process at the beginning 

of this year with a very positive and open mind. Unfortunately, the challenges that the lockdowns this 

year presented to us have now become far too overwhelming for us to continue. We are all truly              

disappointed for the children as we know how much value they gain from the experience of performing 

in a Production, made more so valuable during such challenging times. Nevertheless, in the true tradition 

of Donvale PS, we will forge ahead and make the most of a challenging situation. This message of          

resilience and positivity will continue to be conveyed to the children who have shown so much resilience 

already. We are just so proud of them. A big thank you to Mrs Keep who will keep the Production alive 

for this year during some of her Performing Arts classes. The children will also have as many              

opportunities as needed, to perform in front of their peers and staff during our weekly assemblies…once 

we return to onsite learning. This will, no doubt, be fun and exciting for the children and enable them 

(and us) to feel that all the planning and preparations that were put into place this year, were not in vain.   

We will certainly share as much of these presentations with you as we can.  

I wanted to share this wonderful and entertaining piece of writing from Brooke, one of our year 6      

students. It demonstrates beautifully, the resilience of our children. We cannot underestimate their 

strength!  Brooke’s class was asked to write about how they deal with bad news.  

 

This is Brooke’s response: 

“So, first I throw myself onto the ground. At this point, I tend to let out a high-pitched wail. Then I make two fists 

and pound them onto the ground - hard. I do 3 rolls to the left and then three to the right, here, I flick my head 

up and make eye contact with the first person in my sights and insult them. Sometimes it makes me feel a bit 

better to bring others down with me. At this point I bury my face into the crook of my elbow and let out some 

heavy breaths as I chant to the world that I hate it. 11-12 chants is usually about right. Now I hop up, brush   

myself down and stroll to the fridge for a snack. Food is life.” 

 

Parent / Student surveys:   In an attempt to ensure that we continue to provide our students with the 

learning and support that is needed, the teachers this week, asked their students and parents to complete 

a survey to provide them with feedback on their remote learning program. It is so positive and           

encouraging for the teachers to see that their students are overall very happy with the learning program.  

This is terrific. It was also very encouraging to hear from many parents who provided us with some very 

positive and constructive feedback.  The teachers have taken this on board and have already made      

modifications where possible, in response to this feedback.  I am so proud of all our staff who are doing a 

simply amazing job under very, very difficult circumstances.  

19th August 2021 



The goal posts from last year’s lockdown have shifted significantly this year, where our focus on student 

and parent mental health is taking precedence over the learning. Most students don’t want to be remote 

learning and parents just want their children back at school. We all want the children back at school. 

Children, Parents and Staff are fatigued…all have the right to feel this way. I know that you all understand 

that we have a very difficult job to do…catering to all the different needs of each family (and we have 

over 200 families at our school) is not an easy job. We are doing our best and will continue to listen to 

your feedback and make adjustments and modifications to the program as is needed.  

 

A little ray of sunshine…I just wanted to end my report to you today by sharing my very joyful news 

with you. On Monday of this week, my daughter gave birth to her second daughter, Grace (Gracie)   

Winnie. I am yet to be able to give Gracie a cuddle but feel very grateful that both mother and daughter 

are safe and well. Children bring such joy (amongst so many other things!) to our lives and the birth of 

Gracie this week has allowed me to refocus on what really is important to us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Lena Clark 

PARENTING MATTERS ... 

The Resilience Project 

2022 School Partnership Program - Bing video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-sPkkptJJo 

I encourage you to view this short video by Hugh VanCuylenburg, founder of The Resilience Project. Our 

school is affiliated with this Project and will continue to do so in 2022.  

 

Below is a link to a webinar for Parents of Primary Aged children offering strategies and tips for coping 

during these prolonged period of uncertainly. You may find it of benefit to you to attend.    

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/riding-the-coronacoaster-tickets-166880180111 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+resilience+project&&view=detail&mid=6FEB492C2BF7C428B5116FEB492C2BF7C428B511&rvsmid=BC0104FDF9416BD41F3DBC0104FDF9416BD41F3D&FORM=VDQVAP
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Friding-the-coronacoaster-tickets-166880180111&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.Cheesman%40education.vic.gov.au%7C784af5826bac4b96cd1808d962d0dbc2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4


FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Michelle Rassias 

Each year since 1945 the CBCA has brought children and books together 

across Australia through CBCA Book Week. During this time schools and public libraries spend one    

glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's authors and illustrators. Classroom teachers, 

teacher librarians and public librarians create colourful displays, develop activities and tell stories relating 

to a theme to highlight the importance of reading.  

This year, Book Week is being celebrated between the 21-27th August, with the theme being “Old 

Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. Here at Donvale Primary, we plan to celebrate Book Week in the 

week beginning 30th August. As we will be in lockdown for the most part of this week, teachers may set 

specific tasks related to Book Week through their remote learning platform.  

It is hoped that we will be out of this lockdown with the children returning to school on Friday 3rd   

September. The teachers have planned for the whole school will be involved in a Book Week         

Activity Day on this day. We felt that this would be a fun way for us all to return to school after this 

current lockdown. We will postpone the Activity Day to another suitable day should the lockdown be 

extended further.   

On this day, Friday 3rd September we ask that students dress up as their favourite book character,      

favourite author or something related to this year’s theme “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. 

During the day we will be holding a parade, where students (and teachers) model their costumes to the 

school community. Throughout the day, children will be participating in various activities related to the 

shortlisted books. It is a fun day to celebrate reading and to come together as a school community.  

Looking forward to seeing all the children on Friday 3rd September, dressed up in costume and ready 

to participate in a fun, engaging day of learning.  



HOUSE ATHLETICS 

Dear parents, 

It is with much regret that the 2021 House Athletics Carnival has had to be cancelled due to the current 

COVID outbreak, and the restrictions that have arrived with it. 

The District Athletics Carnival has had its date transferred to Thursday 14 October (Week 2 of Term 4). 

While this gives DPS more time in selecting our squad, unfortunately there are no dates available at the 

athletics track which suit our school. 

We will still hold tryouts for our Athletics squad. The finer details of this are currently being planned, but 

it will likely be held in the first week of Term 4, and it will also be held at the school. More details will be 

given to children once there is more certainty surrounding dates. 

Unfortunately, this is the third year in a row that our trip to Bill Sewart Athletics Track has been         

cancelled, with weather costing us in 2019, and Covid the last two years. We have all fingers crossed that 

we will be ready, and raring to go next year. 

All monies that were paid for the Athletics Carnival will be credited to your school account and can be 

used towards any upcoming activities for your child. 

Kind regards, 

Michael Hogg 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

 QUOTE OF THE WEEK 



 Birthday Wishes To 
                       Abigail L, Justin D, Emily L, Taylor G, Siyun W, Holly L 

 

                    

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 20th August - 2nd 
September 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School, its Management, and 

teachers do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this          

publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to 

the accuracy or completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any 

claims made by the advertisers.  


