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EDUCATION WEEK / OPEN DAY:  Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile 

and celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government education sector. The theme this 

year is ‘Building Connections’ where we work in continuing to build and celebrate the connections made 

between schools and local communities. This is particularly more relevant now as we emerge from Covid 

restrictions. In celebration of Education week, a reminder that our school’s Open Day is scheduled for 

Thursday May 20th.  This is an opportunity for our school to showcase how we are continually    

working in building connections with the community around us. Please ensure that you place this date 

into your diary and come along to enjoy the wonderful celebration of our students and school. Two 

school tours will be taking place – one at 9.30am and the other at 5.30pm for potential new students. 

Our staff has arranged some wonderful displays, presentations and performances to help showcase our 

school. Thank you to our School Councillors and Parents Association for their continued support with 

this day with a particular thank you also to Mrs Keep who has planned the events of the day. We missed 

out on having an Open Day last year; I’m looking forward to welcoming everyone back to our school this 

year. We have much to show you and much to celebrate.   

 

NAPLAN: From 12th to 14th May, our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in the National        

Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual assessment for students in 

Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in numeracy, reading, writing, 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, 

teachers and principals about student achievement which can be used to inform teaching and learning 

programs. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student progress across Australia 

in literacy and numeracy and are intended to complement teacher judgement and the wide range of    

formal and   informal testing programs used in schools. As with all single assessments, NAPLAN test    
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results are not intended to be used in isolation from other school-based assessment programs. 

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this 

information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may 

also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers.  

Please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher or Mr McKinlay (NAPLAN co-ordinator) if you 

have any queries regarding your child and the administration of the NAPLAN assessment. 

 

LEAPFROG PROGRAM:   Each year around this time, our school presents a program we 

call ‘Leapfrog’. This program invites all kindergarten children from our local community to 

come and spend some time with us in a classroom setting as a taster for school life at Donvale 

PS. It’s a great opportunity for parents who are yet to decide on their child’s school to come along and 

see us up close and have a chat to the teachers and myself. It is also a great opportunity for children that 

are enrolled at Donvale PS to begin their transition into school life. Our Leapfrog sessions will be held on 

Wednesday 5th (yesterday) and 12th May 2.00pm – 3.00pm. Both sessions will take place in the          

Foundation classrooms. If you would like to enrol your preschool child to the program or know of    

someone who might be interested and is yet to enrol, I encourage you to follow up with this and pass on 

any information to those interested. Thank you to our wonderful Foundation teachers; Mrs Hodgson, 

Mrs Nicks and Miss Farrington for all their hard work in preparing and presenting this fabulous program. 

If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to contact Wendy or Sandy at the office on 

9842 3373.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY: Congratulations to all our students who competed in today’s Cross     

Country. As I am currently away attending a Principal conference, I am unable to provide you with any 

feedback of the day however, I am most certain that all has gone well and that the day provided a      

wonderful opportunity for our Cross Country runners to shine.   I will ensure that there be a more    

detailed reflection of the day in our next newsletter by our PE teacher, Mr Hogg. In the meantime, well 

done to all the students who were successful in making it through to the district Cross Country. I know 

they will do well again and represent Donvale PS proudly. Thank you to all the staff who all played a part 

in ensuring the success of the event; it certainly is a very big team effort.  A particular big thank you to 

Mr Hogg for all his planning and preparation – great job Mr Hogg! And thank you to all our parents who 

joined us as helpers or as members of the cheer squad. Your support is always very much appreciated.  

 

WORKING BEE: Please add Sunday 6th June to your diary as this is the date that we will be     

holding our term 2 Working Bee. More information will be coming out closer to the day.  
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our wonderful mothers and 

grandmothers. Wishing you a very special day this Sunday. 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 
 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

SunSmart: 

This year we have asked our students to leave their hats at school all year round rather than in past years 

just having them at school in terms 1 and 4. Our updated DPS SunSmart and UV Protection Policy states that 

from now on we will make the wearing of hats compulsory from mid-August until the end of April each 

year. This aligns with skincare specialists and DET recommending UV protection during these months 

when the UV levels are 3 or higher. This healthy habit formed at such a young age in our students’ lives 

will stand them in good stead for the rest of their lives. Of course even in those winter months when the 

wearing of hats is not compulsory, students will be free to wear their hat on a sunny day if they so wish. 

This is a great way of developing our students’ individual responsibility. 

Student Oath: 

If you were at last week’s School Assembly you would have seen the Level 1/2 students go through the 

motions of a Monday morning assembly from yesteryear. The students all in character were great to 

watch as they snapped to attention, survived inspection, sang God Save The Queen, saluted the flag,     

recited the Student Oath and then marched briskly around the basketball courts to the traditional    

marching tune of ‘Colonel Bogey’. This was the culmination of their week of comparing school life today 

with the experiences of school children 100 years ago. Well done to our Level 1/2 students and their 

teachers on doing such a wonderful job of taking us back in time. 

And speaking of going back in time, I will leave you with the words of the Student Oath which they      

recited so well. 

I love God and my country, 

I will honour the flag, 

Serve the Queen, 

And cheerfully obey my parents, teachers and the law. 

 

Have a great week. 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

When kids need a parental push  
by Michael Grose  

Watching your child or young person manage their nervous moments can be challenging for parents, but 

it comes with the territory. How you react to an anxiety-inducing moment can influence the way kids  

approach uncomfortable situations in the future. 

Sadly, avoidance is a well-entrenched pattern of behaviour that holds many kids back from experiencing 

life as they would like. The comfort zone that many crave to stay in can be like maximum security prison 

where there’s no escape. It’s incumbent upon parents to make sure participation rather than avoidance 

becomes the most likely response even when kids feel nervous and tense. 

Holding firm in the face of resistance 

Recently, Melanie, a mother of four, told me how she approached her teenage daughter’s nervousness 

about taking a part-time job. Fifteen-year-old Chloe, a quiet, thoughtful, studious girl wanted a job but 

was too nervous to go for an interview. Melanie took a firm stance with her daughter and insisted that 

she go for the job interview, despite some incredibly strong resistance. 

Melanie said, “I drove Chloe to the interview. She was so nervous that she was shaking. As we got closer 

Chloe begged me not to make her do it. I felt so sorry for her, but I wouldn’t let her off the hook. I knew 

that if she wouldn’t do this then she’d always avoid the things that make her nervous. I told her that there 

was no option. This is something she had to do.” 

Chloe was successful with the job interview. The first thing she did when she got home was to thank 

Melanie for holding her ground and insisting that she go for the interview. 

Making decisions in a child’s best interests 

There’s a natural tendency for kids to avoid doing activities where they may fail, struggle or even risk   

being laughed at. At such times, parents who can see the bigger picture need to make decisions for their 

child to prevent the development of negative patterns of behaviour that are so difficult to break. It takes 

significant parental sensitivity and courage to avoid taking anxiety-inducing activities temporarily away 

from a child or teenager. But it’s the right thing to do if developing a child’s confidence, rather than their 

feelings of helplessness is your goal. 

Melanie’s daughter still feels nervous before she goes to work, but the nerves are getting less each time. 

Importantly, her courage account is being filled along with her bank account each time she heads off to 

work. 

You should never underestimate value of a little parenting push, particularly if anxiety tends to be your 

child’s constant companion. 
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May 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

4 5 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Program 

6 

House Cross Country 

7 

Mother’s Day stall 

 

10 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

Foundation and 1/2       

Indigenous Incursion 

11 12 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Program 

 

13 14 

17 

EDUCATION WEEK 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

18 

Foundation Police Incursion 

19 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

20 

OPEN DAY 

21 

9.00am:  Parent Association 

meeting 

District Cross Country 

24 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

All Day:  Grip Student   

Leadership Conference (Lena 

and School Captains       

attending) 

25 26 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

27 

Winter Round Robin       

(Gr 5/6) 

28 

31 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

    



Donvale Primary School Open Day 2021 

On Thursday May 20 all our students will have the opportunity to participate in 

musical performances as we showcase our wonderful musical talent. Please note 

what time your child is required in the evening (this is an optional activity) and ar-

range for them to be in the designated venue five minutes beforehand, wearing 

full school uniform. 

 

 

 

Day Session 

Time What’s on Where 

9:00 am to 10.30 
School and classrooms 

open to visitors 
All Classrooms 

9:10 am 
Junior Choir             

(Years 1-3) 
Senior building 

9.20 am 

Senior choir 
(Years 4-6) 

  
Senior building 

  

9.30 am 

  
School tours begin: meet at the Office 

  

2.15 – 3.15 pm 

School and classrooms 
open to visitors 

  
All Classrooms 

2.45 – 3.15 pm 
Small dance groups 

(from Years 3/4 & 5/6) 

Senior building or Out-
doors (weather depend-

ing) 



  

Evening Session 

Due to COVID restrictions each level will have their turn perform-
ing to parents before being asked to vacate the building to allow for 
the next level to enter. You will need to check in with the QR code 

and we ask that you wear a mask when indoors please. 
  

       Time           What’s on          Where 

5:00 pm to 7:00pm 
Classrooms open to visi-

tors 
All Classrooms 

5.30pm School tour: meet near the office 

  
6:00pm 

Foundation students 
  

Classroom songs 
Mandarin song 

Senior Building 

  
6.10pm 

Year 1/2 students 
  

Classroom songs 
Mandarin song 

  
Senior Building 

6.20pm 
Year 3-6 students 

  
Mandarin Dances and 

Songs 
  

Senior Building 

  
6.30pm 

Year 3/4 students 
  

Colonial Songs Senior Building 

6.40pm 
Year 5/6 students 

  
Bucket drumming and 

Ukuleles 
  

Senior building 

6.50pm Marimba Band Band Room 

7.00pm Evening Concludes – we hope you enjoyed your visit! 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Absent/Late Arrivals 

A reminder to parents to please enter their child’s absence on Compass or ring the school and leave a 

message on our absence line.  If this is not done, you will get a sms regarding your child’s ‘unexplained’ 

absence. 

If your child is late in arriving to school, please sign them in at the office.  

Thank you 

ORDERING GROUP PHOTOS 

The following group photos are available to order online: 

Art Captains/Environmental Leaders/Marimba Band/SRC/Choir Captains/House Captains/School Captains/

Year 6 Fun. 

These can be viewed and ordered online at www.theschoolphotographer.com.au using the online order 

code below: 

21S3017EL44D 

Photos prices are: 

$18.00 each, 2 for $34.00, 3 for $46.00 4 for $58.00 or 5 for $70.00 

Any additional photographs are $10.00 each.  This discount is only available per family order. 



PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL WORLD -  Mr Tapper 

You are invited to join a special online presentation of 'Parenting in the Digital World' hosted by 

an eSmart educational expert. Empower yourselves with skills and strategies to navigate negativity and     

promote positivity both online and offline. This will be a virtual workshop which will happen on the 21st 

of June from 8:00pm - 8:30pm. A zoom link to access the workshop will be provided prior to the event.  

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE - Mrs Hodgson 

                                             

The reading challenge is well under way and there’s lots of fabulous reading being done by the children 

particularly in the junior area. If your child hasn’t received their password or is having trouble logging in, 

please let your classroom know or email Sarah Hodgson (sarah.hodgson@education.vic.gov.au) 

Here are some of our ‘Reading Champions’ who will be helping to promote the challenge around the 

school. Aliya, Benji and Jasmine are pictured with a PRC book of their choice. These books will be     

available in the library for the teachers to read to their class over the coming weeks. 

Happy reading everyone! 
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

 

Harpsabreeze incursion 

Last week the year 3-6 students enjoyed learning about harmonicas. Each student received their own 

instrument and booklet to take home. It was wonderful to see so many small groups having a go in the 

playground during break time. 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 
 
Wishing all the lovely Mums a very happy Mother’s day, we hope your children will treat you with a yummy breakfast in bed!! 
 
 
What we did in the past two weeks 
 
The past two weeks were super fun and crazy with loads of different activities. The children enjoyed baking cupcakes for ANZAC 
day, Oobleck for science experiment, Garden clean up, paper bag puppets, wreath making and cooking honeyjoys. We also had 
some new resources arrive at the service based on the children’s suggestions.  
 
ANZAC celebrations 
The children enjoyed the team work and prepared a big poster of “Lest we forget”. They also made some individual posters and 
baked red velvet cupcakes with green icing on top. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Cleanup/ Mint giveaway to families  
 
We discussed sustainability with the children during our children’s catchup meeting. The children took the initiative and            
responsibility to cleanup our garden bed and make different packs for each family to take home.  We also discussed options of 
what can be made from mint and some children took the recipe for mint chutney home. We hope you have enjoyed it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper bag puppets  
 
In Craft this week the children loved making paper bag puppets. This activity initiated a puppet show with real puppets and      
children engaged it that for quite some time!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Experiment - Oobleck  
 
This time it was not Slime! One of the children suggested we do Oobleck instead of Slime and we explored during the whole  
experiment the different textures, mixing of ingredients, how the water changes the colour of corn flour by adding couple of drops 

of food color etc. It was a fun experiment and the children suggested to revisit this again.�  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New resources in service  
 
Thanks to our Regional Operations Manager Linda McGowan for bringing in new resources as requested and suggested by  
children, look at the those smiles! The children really enjoyed opening our new toys and games and played with them for the 
whole week. Some of our favourites are Connect 4 shots, doll house dolls, Cluedo and Pop-it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cooking Club - Honey Joys  
 
In response to a child’s suggestion we made honey joys in Cooking Club. The children were given the opportunity to measure 
the ingredients and mix them together, with our Grade 6 children being given a leadership opportunity and the chance to use the 
cook top to heat the ingredients up. All together it was a fun and engaging experience for children. 
 
Coming up next week - healthy wrap pizza!!! Don’t forget to book your place now so you can join in! 
 

 
 



Our Focus for coming Week   
 
Mother’s day celebration- Lots on exciting activities planned, stay tuned for our next newsletter. 

 

 
Important recycling request to parents 
 
We are teaching the children about the importance of recycling and have discussed what different projects we can do with       
recycled materials, for example Robots with cardboard boxes, animals using bottle caps, collage using bread tags, greeting cards 
by using pencil shaving etc.  
 
To make this happen in the service we ask for your support please. Could your children please bring in any milk bottles, cans, 
plastic bottle caps, bread tags, toilet rolls, paper towel rolls, plastic boxes and cereal boxes you have at home so we can plan 
different activities with them. Thank you! 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on the above phone    
number or email. 

Birthday Wishes To 
Logan C, Chloe B, Joseph B, Oliver M, Logan T, Catherine C, Rosa P, Jasmine B, Oscar L, Xavi-

er S, Alysha E-B, Harvey D 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 7th—20th May 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 

To All Our  

Mums 

grand Mums 

step Mums 

mums-in-law 

great grand Mums 
heavenly Mums 

Foster mums 

blended family Mums 

seconds Mums 

and the super Dads too 

Thank you  

for being so Amazing! 

Upcoming Cadbury   

Fundraiser  

Choice between Freddo or 

Confectionery Lollies 

Details and Selection Forms 

NO Friday Treats!  

Canteen Closed this week 

Recommencing 14/05 

 

Lots of Fun for Term 2  

Jump onto the  

Signup Zone through Compass  

put your name down and get involved. 

Spots  available to be filled for Mothers Day Stall and Friday Recess Treat Please! 

Parents Association Meeting Friday 28th May 9am 

Conference Room—Main Office Building 

Come Along and Get Involved! 

Everyone  is Welcome…... 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

FRIDAY 07TH MAY 2021 

WHAT TO BRING 

1. Pocket Money  2. Bag to carry 

($10 maximum)    your gift 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  


