
Wecome back! I hope that you all had the opportunity to have a relaxing break enjoying the time with  

family and friends. I took the time to unwind and spend time doing all those jobs around the house that 

have just been put off time and time again. I’m pleased to say that I worked through my checklist and am 

feeling quite proud of myself and my accomplishments. It has been terrific chatting to our students this 

week hearing and reading about all their holiday activities. Playing with friends, going to the movies, 

swimming, camping and eating lots of chocolate Easter eggs were the most popular activities. It was    

particularly lovely to hear one child say that he was excited about coming back to school to see all his 

friends and teachers again. It’s great to see the children back at school and raring to go with what is   

shaping up to be yet another fabulous term of learning at Donvale PS.  

 

Open Day 2021: Each year, our school opens to our community to showcase and celebrate the 

wonderful learning opportunities we offer to our students. With Covid restrictions interrupting our 

plans for an Open Day last year, we now are looking forward to celebrating our wonderful school this 

year with our Open Day 2021 planned for Thursday 20th May. Please add this day to your diary and 

ensure that you make some time to come and visit our school. We will be open during the day and   

evening so there will be plenty of opportunity for you to pop by. More detailed information on this day is 

available in this newsletter.  

 

Parent Newsletters: Year level Term 2 Parent Newsletters have gone home this week. Please be sure 

to read them as they are full of information of events planned for the term with important dates that 

should be added to your diaries. It’s going to be another busy term at Donvale PS!  

 

Curriculum Day: Each year, the Education Department grants all government schools four Curriculum 

Days for the purposes of staff professional development. We have currently used two of our days at the 

commencement of the school year; as such we have two days remaining. These two days have been set 

and approved by School Council. Please ensure that you add the following dates to your diary and a    

reminder that all Curriculum Days are student free days.  

 

Friday 11th June 2021  

This Curriculum Day will be used by staff in continuing our learning with assessment practices and      

ensuring that teaching programs are planned to meet the individual needs of our students.  

Our final Curriculum Day for the year is scheduled for… 

Monday 1st November 2021 (Day before Melbourne Cup Day)  

22nd April 2021 

Elata Street, Donvale 

Phone: 03-9842 3373      

Email: Donvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Our Values 

Respect    Responsibility    Resilience    Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 
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Attitudes to Schools Survey:  Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of 

our school. The DET 2021 ‘Attitudes to School’ survey will be conducted with our Year 4, 5 and 6     

students over the period of Monday 26th April to Friday 11th June. The online anonymous survey is      

designed to assist us in gaining an understanding of our students' perceptions and experience of school so 

that we can continue to plan programs and activities to improve your child's experience at school. 

It provides us with valuable data on our students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning and school 

in general. The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

A letter to parents of students in years 4, 5 & 6 will be going home today via Compass. This letter will 

provide detailed information of the survey and provide parents the opportunity to have their child ‘opt 

out’ from doing the survey if they so choose. If you have any questions about the survey, please do not 

hesitate to contact either myself or your child’s teacher. 

 

School upgrades: Over the holidays we were able to follow through with our plans to complete the 

installation of new carpet across all of the middle and junior buildings. The classrooms are looking so 

much more modern, clean, fresh and inviting. A big thank you to the many teachers who came into the 

school over the holiday break to set up their classrooms and put everything back into place – their      

efforts were certainly worth it and very much appreciated! 

Over the break, we also topped up the softfall in the five playgrounds across our school and we also       

installed safety mats underneath the monkey bars and at the end of the slides. This should significantly 

soften any falls our children may have from these areas of the playground and hopefully minimise their 

risk of suffering any real injury. Our play equipment now all meet DET safety requirements.  

 

Anzac Day: Anzac Day is our national day of remembrance in Australia and New Zealand that broadly 

commemorates all Australian and New Zealanders ‘who served and died in all wars, conflicts and     

peacekeeping operations’ and ‘the contribution and suffering of all those who have served’. The day is 

observed on 25th April each year and was originally devised to honour the members of the Australian and 

New Zealand Army Corps who fought at Gallipoli against the Ottoman Empire during World War 1.   

Anzac Day marks the anniversary of the first campaign that led to major casualties for Australian and 

New Zealand forces during the First World War. The acronym ANZAC stands for Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps, whose soldiers were known as Anzacs. Anzac Day remains one of the most      

important national occasions of both Australia and New Zealand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, I had the privilege of taking our school Captains to the Templestowe Memorial Reserve where 

they represented our school by attending the School’s Anzac Day service held by the Rotary Club of 

Templestowe. They joined a large number of other local school students in honouring our lost           

servicemen. The School Captains participated in a moving ceremony and had the opportunity to lay a 

wreath on behalf of our school. Our Captains represented our school proudly; they are wonderful     

leaders and role models to their fellow students.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow, Mrs Keep has kindly arranged for our senior choir children to attend the Donvale BUPA Aged 

Care facility where they will participate in their Anzac Day service. Our choir will sing a selection of     

relevant songs including our National Anthem, read the ‘Story of Simpson and his Donkey’, lay a wreath,  

participate in a minute silence which will follow the playing of the Last Post. Our students will then have 

the opportunity to interact and engage with the residents during morning tea. This is such a special time 

for both our students and residents of the BUPA facility. Thank you to Mrs Keep who has coordinated our 

visit to BUPA and supported our ongoing relationship with the facility. I know that the children will      

represent our school proudly and grasp this opportunity to interact and engage with those who may have 

had      first-hand experiences with war. I’m sure that there will be many stories that they can tell.    

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

 
Donvale Primary School Annual Report to the Community 

Our school’s Annual Report to the Community is now available for viewing on our school’s website and 

via the link below. 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/DPS-Annual-Report-to-the-Community-

arc_2020_4961.pdf 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Now and Then: 
 

The Level 1/2 area is undertaking a unit of work this term called Now and Then where they are looking at 

the changes that have occurred over time in housing, clothing, communication, transport, toys, games and 

schooling. They have kindly asked me to talk to their students about school life when I attended. 

Of course there have been many changes and although my own school life was nowhere near as broad 

and stimulating as that of today’s students, it’s great that they are keen to hear about the differences.    

Differences that include sitting up straight in a wooden desk, dipping your pen nib in the inkwell to write 

and making sure you weren’t out of step when you marched into school to the tune of ‘Colonel Bogey,’ 

after you had recited the ‘Student Oath’, sung ‘God Save The Queen’ and saluted the flag at Monday 

morning assembly. And of course the students are always quite shocked at how strict the teachers were 

and the punishments of that time. 

The students will have the opportunity to be in character from yesteryear. They will practise standing to 

attention, reciting the Oath, singing ‘God Save The Queen’ and proudly marking time then marching     

briskly to an old fashioned marching tune. In the past our Level 1/2 students have performed these new 

skills wonderfully well at assembly and we will be doing a similar thing this year. We will keep you        

informed as to when that time will be. 

And for all the changes some things will always remain just the same for students today as they did for 

students in the past. The class enjoying a story or novel read to them by their teacher, sharing humour, 

the discovery of something new or feeling the boost to their self-esteem when a teacher recognises their 

achievements are just some of them.  

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Sharing your interests with your children  

by Michael Grose  

The family was a little shocked when dad Chris, bought his six and four-year-old daughters a motorbike. 

“You got them a what?” was the standard reply. 

It turns out that getting his daughters a motorbike was a stroke of pure fathering genius, although Chris 

didn’t know it at the time. 

Chris bought the motorbike for his daughters because he had fond memories of riding on his family’s 

farm when he was young. He wanted his kids to enjoy the same experience. 

Close family members questioned Chris about introducing a motorbike to kids at such a young age, but 

he let it pass. He even received a comment or two about the suitability of such a pursuit for girls. “You 

and your brothers loved motorbikes, but that doesn’t mean that your daughters will,” was the attitude of 

some people. 

Undeterred, Chris spent many weekends riding in a nearby property teaching his girls the finer points of 

motorbike riding. He began by riding with each daughter using trainer wheels, slowly progressing to two 

wheeled riding as they grew more confident. 

The parenting genius in three parts 

Helping them to face their fears 

Firstly, after acknowledging his daughters’ fears, Chris encouraged them to face them, but in their own 

time. The girls set the developmental pace, so they felt they had full control over their experiences. He 

showed himself to be astute listener ready to work with his daughters. This is respectful relationships in 

action. 

Lessons of self-worth 

Secondly, through the experience Chris showed his daughters that what they do with their bodies is far 

more important than how they look. His daughters are young, and their attitudes may change when they 

become tweens or teens, but the lessons of self-worth they absorb during this stage of childhood are 

lasting. The fact that these messages come while sharing activities organised by their father adds to their 

potency. 

Communicating and forming strong bonds 

Thirdly, he’s using activity to communicate with and form strong bonds with his girls. Fathers generally 

express themselves best with their children when they are fully absorbed in an activity. Parenting author 

Steve Biddulph says ‘activity is the language of fathering’. Men are usually at their parenting best when 

they’re involved in games, having fun or being active with their kids. It is through activity that many dads 

teach kids lessons such as fairness, playing by the rules, trying their best and, of course, sharing stories 

from their own childhood. 

Another side to this parenting genius is that Chris shared something of himself with his daughters when 

he bought that motorbike. Each time he rides with them he is sharing a part of who he is with his daugh-

ters – not the work persona, the parent persona or the friend persona – but something that is close to 

the essence of who is, which was forged during the joyous times of childhood. 
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April 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

    23 

9am:  Parent Association 

meeting 

10.00-11.00: Senior Choir 

visiting Bupa for Anzac service 

26 

6.30-7.30pm:  Webex The 

Resilience Project Info for 

Parents 

27 28 

9.50-2.30:  Gr 5/6 Girls     

District Footy Carnival at 

Templestowe Reserve 

29 30 

Harpsabreeze Incursion for 

Years 3-6  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

4 5 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Program 

6 

House Cross Country 

7 

 

10 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

Foundation and 1/2       

Indigenous Incursion 

11 12 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Program 

 

13 14 

17 

EDUCATION WEEK 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

18 

Foundation Police Incursion 

19 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

20 

OPEN DAY 

21 

9.00am:  Parent Association 

meeting 

District Cross Country 

24 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

All Day:  Grip Student   

Leadership Conference (Lena 

and School Captains       

attending) 

25 26 

2.00-3.00:  5/6 Gymnastics 

27 

Winter Round Robin       

(Gr 5/6) 

28 

31 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation   

Gymnastics 

    

May 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Anzac Badges 

We are selling Anzac badges for $2.  Senior students will visit classrooms to see if any students would like 

to purchase one. 

RESILIENCE PROJECT NEWS 

The Resilience Project Parent Forum: Monday the 26
th

 of April! 

Dear Families, 

The Resilience Project Parent Evening will be taking place this coming Monday, the 26th of April. It will 

take place from 6:30pm – 7:30pm on Monday, the 26th of April via Zoom. It will be presented by the 

founder of the Resilience Project, Hugh Van Cuylenburg. 

Here is the Zoom link to access the session: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242131772  

A representative from the Resilience Project Education Team will open the session and welcome        

everyone, acknowledging all the schools represented on the call. Please note that the webinar will include 

parents from up to 14 schools involved in the Resilience Project Partnership. 

During this presentation, Hugh will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that 

can be implemented every day to improve our overall wellbeing. He will be focusing on the following 

strategies: 

Gratitude - Appreciating what you have, not begrudging what you don’t.  

Empathy - Thinking of the needs of others/kindness. 

Mindfulness - Being present in the moment, not becoming distracted by 

unhelpful or negative thoughts. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to hear from Hugh and gain some   

strategies to support your child in building their resilience. We are 

looking forward to getting involved and hope to see many of you there! 

 Miss Geary & Miss Milne  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242131772


What the Grade 5/6 students got up to this week ... 

Connecting art and maths makes maths learning fun! This week in Grade 5/6, students created these    

colourful designs with rulers, tape and chalk. When looking at their finished piece, they asked           

mathematical questions about their design. Students were encouraged to be curious about what was   

created and to consider counting and organizing sections, describing sections using fractions and        

percentages, measuring dimensions, and finding area and perimeter. Here are some examples of       

questions they considered: How many sections did you make in your design? How many parts are 

green? What percent of your design is yellow? What fraction of your design is blue? Which section has 

the largest area? How do you know? Not only did our students have fun learning, but they made our 

school and even brighter and more colourful place to be! 





Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 
 
Welcome back to Term 2. 
 
I hope that the children had loads of fun during these holidays, as Excursions were back in our Vacation Care Programs after 
such a long time!! 
 
At Mitcham OSHClub during vacation care, Donvale children had loads of fun taking part in both incursions and excursions. The 
favorite ones were an Aboriginal virtual tour and excursions to Learning Circus Skills and Rollerama Skating. Don’t worry if you 
have missed these holidays, there’s always next time. 
 
 
Focus for the Week 
 
1.  Anzac Day Activities – Children will be busy making Poppy flowers, Lest We Forget posters, word searches, coloring sheets 
and loads more fun. 
 
2. Kids Cooking club - We will be baking cup cakes as per children’s requests, but this week we will make it special based 

on our Anzac theme (Red velvet cupcakes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Anzac Day is falling on weekend this time, here are some ideas to keep children busy during the weekend: 

 
1.  Anzac Quiz cards at the dinner table  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Word search 
 

3. Crepe paper/ Tissue paper Poppy Flower 
 



Important recycling request to parents 
 
We are teaching the children about the importance of recycling and have discussed what different projects we can do with     
recycled materials, for example Robots with cardboard boxes, animals using bottle caps, collage using bread tags, greeting 
cards by using pencil shaving etc.  
 
To make this happen in the service we ask for your support please. Could your children please bring in any milk bottles, cans, 
plastic bottle caps, bread tags, paper towel rolls, plastic boxes and cereal boxes you have at home so we can plan different activ-
ities with them. Thank you! 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on the above phone   
number or email. 

  Birthday Wishes To 
Alex C, Cyrus S, Siena L R, Melina A, Emily F, Aiden C, Mya S, Levi D,                                 

Leanna S, Yorgos A, Kizito O 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 23rd April - 6th May 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Parents Association Meeting Friday 23rd April 9am 

Conference Room—Main Office Building 

Come Along and Get Involved! 

Everyone  is Welcome…... 

Lots of Fun for Term 2  

Jump onto the  

Signup Zone through Compass  

put your name down and get involved. 

 

Spots  available to be filled for Friday Recess Treat Please! 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

MOTHERS DAY STALL   

7TH MAY  

 

Friday’s Treat Day’s Back 

This Friday 23rd April 

Hot Chocolate $1 

Bag of Popcorn $1 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  


