
The End of an Era: It is with very mixed emotions that I announce to our community, the pending   

retirement of Mr Ian McKinlay. After 45 dedicated years in education overall and 14 marvellous years at 

Donvale PS, we will be sending a fond farewell to Mr McKinlay at the end of Term 2, 2021. Mr McKinlay 

has decided that the time is now right for him retire from his Assistant Principal role to enjoy a more 

relaxed lifestyle with his family and friends. We will all certainly miss Mr McKinlay who has not only been 

an exceptional Assistant Principal / Teacher at our school, but an outstanding and loyal support person to 

myself and the staff. There will be more opportunities as we move through Term 2 for us to recollect 

our good times with Mr McKinlay during his time at DPS; I will looking forward to sharing these         

recollections with you next term.  

Acting Assistant Principal:  With Mr McKinlay retiring from his AP role at Donvale PS from Term 3, I 

would also like to announce that Mrs Michelle Rassias has been appointed to the Acting Assistant      

Principal role commencing Term 3. I know you will all join me in congratulating Mrs Rassias; she is more 

than ready to take on this role and I am very much looking forward to working with her in this senior 

leadership capacity. As Mrs Rassias will be fulltime out of the classroom from Term 3 and beyond, I will 

be appointing a new teacher to our school to replace Mrs Rassias in her classroom teacher role.         

Interviews will be taking place early next term and our new appointment will be announced shortly 

thereafter. I will be communicating this information further with the parents and students of 3/4R as, I’m 

sure, they will be most eager to know who the new teacher will be. I can assure you that Leadership will 

be seeking out the best and most suited teacher for this role. Stay tuned for more info on this.  

School Council 2021: Our School Council AGM and first meeting with our 2021 school        

councillors took place last Wednesday 24th March. During this meeting, our 2021 Office Bearers were 

elected. All information regarding our 2021 School Council is published on our school’s website.   

Office Bearers 2021 are as follows…. 

President: Craig Cowley 

Deputy President: Sarah Rubython 

Treasurer:  Chee Leong 

Secretary:  Louise Martin 

Sub-committee Members: 

Finance: (Lena Clark – Leader) – Ian McKinlay, Sandy Bryant, Michelle Rassias, Craig Cowley, Chee 

Leong 

Education: (Ian McKinlay / Michelle Rassias – Leader) – Lena Clark, Ian McKinlay, Michelle Bishop, Suraj 

Ligade 

1st April 2021 

Elata Street, Donvale 

Phone: 03-9842 3373      

Email: Donvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Our Values 

Respect    Responsibility    Resilience    Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 
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Buildings and Grounds:  (Craig Cowley - Leader) Lena Clark, Ian McKinlay, Michael Hogg, Michelle 

Bishop, Louise Martin 

Grants:  (Michelle Bishop – Leader), Lena Clark, Sarah Rubython, Chee Leong 

 

Upgrades continue:  Over the holidays, the final installation of new carpet across our Junior and Senior 

buildings will take place. All Foundation, Year 1/2, remaining 3/4 classrooms, Mandarin room and Science 

Lab will have new carpet laid for our students to return to next term.  

Also, all five playgrounds across the school will have new softfall spread throughout the play areas       

ensuring that they comply with Government and DET safety standards. 

As such, even though we are on term break, the school will continue to be a busy place with contractors 

moving in and out of the school buildings and grounds across the two weeks. It will certainly be         

wonderful for our community to return to school next term with these additional school upgrades having 

taken place.  

 

Easter Raffle:  Thank you to our community for your wonderful support of our Easter raffle. With the 

majority of our fundraising activities being shut down last year, it is great to get the ball rolling again in 

terms of raising money for our school. Thank you to our wonderful Parents Association who have 

worked hard to organise this year’s raffle; the prizes are fantastic! A big thank you to all the families that      

donated Easter eggs and the like so that our PA could put together these fantastic Easter raffle prizes. If 

you have bought tickets, you are certainly in the draw to win…the raffle will be drawn at our Assembly 

this arvo. Good luck to you all! 

 

End Term 1:  After a busy Term 1, we are all very much looking forward to our end of term break. A 

big thank you to our wonderful community that has just forged together this term to regroup and put the 

challenges of 2020 behind us. We continue to work together in providing a very calm and harmonious 

school environment for our children to learn, grow and flourish. Thank you to the staff of DPS – just a 

wonderful team of educators who work tirelessly for our students. Thank you for your commitment and 

dedication to what really is a very challenging role particularly in these times of incredible change.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our community a very happy Easter and a safe and       

relaxing term break which commences tomorrow, Friday 2nd April. I look forward to seeing you all 

back at the beginning of Term 2 on Monday 19th April. The staff have many wonderful learning         

experiences planned for our students; I know it’s going to be yet another busy but exciting term for us all.  

Kind Regards 

 

Lena Clark 
 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Paper Planes & BBQ 

Last Sunday from 11 to 2 pm the air above the senior playground was thick with colourful and carefully 

constructed paper planes as our first Dads and Kids’ event took flight. It was a huge success thanks to a 

combination of factors. Firstly a big thank you to the hardworking Donvale Dads’ committee. Jamie   

Mackintosh as our Dads’ Group Leader made sure all resources were in place. He also put together    

paper plane instructions and arranged for some businesses to donate prizes for our raffle. Lucky Quach 

and his wife Liz were a fantastic team on the BBQ feeding well over a 100 hungry people. Chicken     

burgers were delicious! Glen Mayer showcased his compering skills as he ran the flight competitions 

across all levels of the school. Craig Buszko was enthusiastically helping out in all areas on the day and 

Shaun Patterson did a wonderful job with the raffle. Together with the donations received for the BBQ 

lunch and the sale of raffle tickets the Dads’ committee was able to raise $337 dollars which will be used 

to fund the next Fathering Project event.  

Finally many thanks to all the Fathers/Father Figures and children who attended the event and participated 

so enthusiastically. It was great to see the joy on our students’ faces as they enjoyed this special one on 

one time with such an important person in their life. Great to also see our Donvale Dads meeting and 

getting to know other Dads for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunsmart 

It’s wonderful that it is now second nature for our students to protect themselves from the sun’s harmful 

UV rays by wearing a smart Donvale PS hat. In the past we have required our students to wear their hats 

only in Term 1 and Term 4. As the sun’s harmful UV rays are still at levels that require protection in the 

first half of Term 2 and the last half of Term 3 we are changing the process for 2021 and future years to 

accommodate this. We will therefore be asking our students to leave their hats at school in readiness to 

continue wearing them when school resumes on 19th April. Thank you for your support with our 

Sunsmart program.  

 

Retirement 

If you have already read Lena’s report you would now be aware of my impending retirement at the end 

of Term 2. Yes I have decided, after commencing my teaching career in 1977 that the time is now right to 

look forward to the next chapter of my life. As I said to the staff it is however quite bitter/sweet as when 

you love your job and workplace as much as I do here at Donvale, it is not an easy thing to leave. I will 

have much more to say at the end of next term though in the meantime I am looking forward to making 

the most of every day I have left at this great school. 

I wish all families a restful break and look forward to working with you all again next term. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Connecting with boys  

by Michael Grose  

Teaching and raising boys has long been a fascination of mine. As a primary teacher it was boys who    

provided me with the most joy and the most headaches. 

As a father of a boy and two girls it was my son who provided the most sleepless nights, although all gave 

me my fair share. 

As a parenting educator I always field more queries about raising boys than girls. Questions about boys 

have usually focused on learning, lack of confidence and poor or aggressive behaviour while queries about 

girls have often had a relationship or mental health or focus. 

Fortunately there have been some great boy champions in this part of the world who have shown the 

way for parents, teachers and other professionals. Steve Biddulph, Dr Tim Hawkes and Maggie Dent are 

personal favourites. While each comes from a different background and offers a diverse perspective, they 

each share the same belief that adults must form deep connections with boys if they are to influence 

them, especially in adolescence. 

The need for approval 

Retired psychologist and esteemed parenting educator and author Steve Biddulph emphasises the       

importance of adults liking boys and feeling comfortable in their company. Teachers in particular will    

experience success, he maintains, if the boys believe that they genuinely like and approve of them.     

Conversely, boys shut down and won’t try for teachers who don’t understand or like them. Approval is 

at the heart of successfully teaching and raising boys. 

The place of banter 

Esteemed educator Dr Tim Hawkes, author of Ten conversations you must have with your son, maintains 

that banter and small talk are essential elements in conversations with boys. He busts the myth that ‘boys 

don’t talk’ wide open and says that fun, trivia and jest are the foundations for more serious, significant 

conversations that a parent will have with their sons. 

Dr Hawkes encourages parents to have serious conversations with boys about the things that really   

matter such as values, health and sex, rather than hope that their sons will develop their own ideas by 

osmosis, or worse, from peers and social media. 

Dr Hawkes revealed a communication gem in his book. He wrote that family banter is the secret        
ingredient that allows parents to hold meaningful conversations with teenage boys. He’s on the money, as 

fun and laughter provide parents with permission to take their children to some serious spaces for      

enlightenment and learning. 

Avoiding shame 

Parenting author and educator, and former teacher and counsellor Maggie Dent reminds parents and 

teachers that many boys battle both their physiology and a sense of shame when they move into          

adolescence. Contrary to popular opinion, teen boys crave connection with significant adults. Our    

clumsiness and unease in their company often becomes a barrier. Dent’s experience of raising sons, as 

well as her professional work with teen boys has taught her that adults need to show compassion,    

commitment and communication smarts if they are to connect with boys. 

Ask what they think to find out what they feel. 
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In my many years of experience in teaching and parenting boys, I’ve learned that if you want to find out 

how a boy is feeling, ask him what he is thinking. For instance, if he experiences rejection at school and  
he is obviously unhappy, ask him what he thinks about the situation rather than how he feels. He will   

actually tell you how he feels in the process. It is important that parents understand this and put this 

knowledge to good use if they want an entry point into their son’s emotional life. 

In closing 

Helping tween and teen boys navigate the world is challenging parenting territory. It’s tempting to put off 

the conversations that we need to have because they seem too hard to initiate. As the experts above 

state – each in their own way, the key to communication lies in our ability to form deep connections with 

the boys in our lives. 

 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/courses/parenting-boys/


April 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

19 

Term 2 starts 

20 21 22 23 

Parents Association meeting 

10.00-11.00am:  Senior Choir 

to visit Bupa for Anzac service 

26 

The Resilience Project  

Webex Parent Info Evening 

27 28 

Grade 5/6 Girls Footy     

Carnival 

29 30 

Harpsabreeze Incursion for 

Years 3-6 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation  

Gymnastics 

4 5 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 5/6      

Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog program 

6 

House Cross Country 

7 

10 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation  

Gymnastics 

Foundation and Grade 1/2 

Indigenous Incursion 

11 12 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 5/6      

Gymnastics 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog program 

 

13 14 

17 

EDUCATION WEEK 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation  

Gymnastics 

18 

Foundation Police Incursion 

19 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 5/6      

Gymnastics 

 

20 

OPEN DAY 

21 

District Cross Country 

 

 

24 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 5/6      

Gymnastics 

25 26 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 5/6      

Gymnastics 

27 

Winter Round Robin for  

Grade 5/6      

28 

31 

2.00-3.00:  Foundation  

Gymnastics 

    

May 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

2nd Hand Clothing 

We are looking for 2nd hand clothing items for those ‘little mishaps’ during the day.  Thank you. 

THE RESILIENCE PROJECT -  Miss Geary and Miss Milne 

The Resilience Project Parent Forum… Save the Date! 

Dear Families, 

The Resilience Project Parent Evening is fast approaching! It will take place from 6:30pm – 7:30pm on Monday, the 

26th of April via Zoom. It will be presented by the founder of the Resilience Project, Hugh Van Cuylenburg. 

A representative from the Resilience Project Education Team will open the session and welcome everyone,       

acknowledging all the schools represented on the call.   

Please note that the webinar will include parents from up to 14 schools involved in the Resilience Project         

Partnership. 

Here is the Zoom link to access the session: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242131772  

During this presentation, Hugh will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that can be 

implemented every day to improve our overall wellbeing. He will be focussing on the following strategies: 

Gratitude - Appreciating what you have, not begrudging what you don’t.  

Empathy - Thinking of the needs of others/kindness. 

Mindfulness - Being present in the moment, not becoming distracted by unhelpful or negative thoughts. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to hear from Hugh and gain some strategies to support your child in building their 

resilience. We are looking forward to getting involved and hope to see many of you there! 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242131772


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SCHOOL ... 

Teddy Bear Picnic 

The Foundation children thoroughly enjoyed having a Teddy Bear Picnic with their Grade 6 Buddies.   

Everyone brought a teddy to school and we made origami paper hats for their bears. We had a picnic 

lunch together and munched on a Teddy Bear biscuit.  

The Foundation children also performed the Teddy Bear song at assembly in front of the entire school 

community. They did a mighty job! 

 

LIBRARY FUN 
This term the library has been open every Tuesday and Friday lunch time. It has been lovely seeing lots of 

smiling faces enter the library to enjoy reading a book, doing some drawing or playing a range of board games. 

Here are a few snapshots.  A big thank you to the Erwin family for their donation of books.   



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 

We cannot believe we are already at the end of Term 1! We wish you all a very Happy Easter and hope 

you all enjoy your break with your family and friends. 

 

1.  CULTURAL FESTIVAL – HOLI  

We celebrated “Holi” festival of colors at our service. For this we gave responsibility to two children 

(Grace and Alethea) to prepare a small write up on the Holi festival and present it during our mini    

catch-up meeting. The children asked different questions during the meeting and understood why it’s   

celebrated and what preparation goes in to celebrating this festival. To give a more hands-on experience, 

we made natural color powder by using corn flour and food coloring.  The children also made colorful 

rangoli/mandala patterns and we also made coconut balls (Indian festive sweets) to celebrate the culture 

together.  

 

2.  ENVIRONMENT / SUSTAINABILITY – WORLD’S WATER DAY 

At our mini catch-up meeting, we discussed the importance of this day with the 

children and what can be done to save water at home. Children came up with 

the ideas of turning off the tap while brushing teeth or while rubbing soap on 

hands and using wastewater left in drinking cups to water garden beds.  

Grade 6 children decided to lead the activity and made a big earth poster, 

while the rest of the children decided to help in making water drops and 

wrote saving water quotes on them.  

 

3.  MOOVOSITY CHALLENGE 

The children had fun playing sports games outside using our Moovosity 

App. A few earned a Purple star pin 

and a few earned a gold pin last week. 

This is the last week for our Moov 

March program and each child will get 

a participation certificate at the end of 

the challenge. 

 

 



What is coming up!! 

End of Term party- 1st April 2021, Thursday 

Vacation care – We will see you all there at Mitcham Primary School OSHClub for a fun holiday program. 

Vacation care  

 

Bookings are now open for our School Vacation Care program at 

Mitcham PS OSHClub 

Jeevika and Clare will be working at Mitcham PS during Vacation Care and we would love you to join us. 

Please refer to the brochure attached with this newsletter outlining all the exciting activities, incursions 

and excursions on offer each day. We will be providing varied play opportunities based on the children’s 

interests. Please feel free to pop in and provide us with some suggestions or feedback.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   

Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   

Assistant: Clare Bullow 

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au  

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on 

the above phone number or email. 

Several Donvale PS boys who won their basketball Grand Final for the summer season last Saturday.  It was a 

bumpy season with COVID restrictions on spectators and a lockdown but they had a great spirit and played well 

as a team. 

 

The Donvale PS boys are: Jimmy T, Harry 

B, Ryan S, Mitchell B and Parham A.  They 

were coached by Mitchell’s Dad, Craig.   

Well Done Boys ! ... 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/






PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Easter Raffle Prizes 

Who’s Got The Lucky Tickets! 

Prizes Drawn at Assembly Today 1.45pm 

Thank you to everyone for your generous contributions. 

Lots of Fun for Term 2  

Mothers Day Stall, Cadbury Fundraiser and more! 

Jump onto the  

Signup Zone through Compass  

and put your name down and get involved. 

Very Special Thank You 

 to all our Parent Helpers who contributed to make our events happen 

We couldn't have done it without you! 

Fun Easter Facts 

o The worlds largest Easter Egg 

made weighed 7200kg was    

taller then a giraffe and    

heavier then and elephant. 

o 59% of people prefer to eat the 

Bunny Ears first—the other 41% 

are doing it wrong. 

 

 

 

 

Friday’s Treat Day 

Back first Friday of Term 2 

Hot Chocolate $1 

Bag of Popcorn $1 

YUMMY!!! 
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Birthday Wishes To 
Pella S, Marcus D, Colbie E, Theresa L, Lyla H, Abby V, Jian Bin T, Jimmy T 

Sophia T, Ruben C, Emily D, Dominic C, April S, Addy D, Dominic B,    

Charlotte E, Harry S, Sarah J, Luke S, Eleanor M, Maxwell T, Isla S 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 1st April to 22nd 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

Code Camp At Donvale Primary 





Australian Early Development Census 

 

DONVALE       

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Playing our part to build a national picture of child health 

In early 2021, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin preparations for the fifth Australian Early             

Development Census (AEDC).  

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development, health and wellbeing of children in their first year of full-time school. Since 2009, 

the census results have helped communities, schools and governments plan services and develop better policies to target support for chil-

dren and families. 

Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any new information for the census. The AEDC 

gives us data at a school and community level - it isn’t an assessment of individual children. 

Some teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments made them more aware of the needs of individual children and the class as 

a whole and that the census results are useful in planning for transitions to Year 1 and developing class programs. 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to include their children in the 

census. 

To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families visit the AEDC website: 

www.aedc.gov.au. 

If you have any questions, you can contact school Principal, Lena Clark Ph. 9842 3373 

Lena.Clark@education.vic.gov.au 

http://www.aedc.gov.au
mailto:Lena.Clark@education.vic.gov.au

