
Leadership Badge Presentation:   On Friday 26th February, we welcomed Ryan Smith MP to our   

Assembly to officially present the leaders across our school with their leadership badges. This is a terrific 

way to acknowledge and celebrate this achievement of all of our student leaders. A big thank you to Mr 

Smith who supports us each year with this presentation. It was wonderful to see so many very proud 

parents attending our assembly. It is indeed a very special occasion that allows us to gather together to 

celebrate student achievement across our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veggie Gardens: A very big thank you to parents, Michelle Bishop and Cam (and Max) Donaldson, 

who have spent many hours of their own time tidying the veggie garden which has included cutting back 

the olive and mandarin trees, clearing some of the veggie beds, mulching around the citrus trees, topping 

up the beds with compost and spreading rocks around the beds near the entrance. They also will shortly 

be  installing an automatic drip system which will be connected to the water tank. This will allow the gar-

den beds to be watered during holiday periods, particularly over the summer months.   
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Michelle will continue our relationship with Bunnings where they support our school through donations 

of seedlings, pea straw etc. The entire garden area is now looking particularly wonderful – very healthy 

and inviting. There is, however, still a bit of work to be done to ready the garden beds for planting. We 

are hoping that we have enough support during our Working Bee (Sunday March 14th) to make this   

happen.  Mr Tapper, our environmental coordinator this year, will spend one lunch break per week     

inviting students (environmental leaders) into the garden area where the children will continue with the 

management of the plantings. We would love to perhaps grow enough fruit and veggies so that the     

children can follow up with a community market garden. This will be driven and led by the environmental 

leaders. I know that this is something that the children very much enjoy preparing for.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harmony Week 15 – 21 March – ‘Moving Forward Together’: Students at Donvale PS will be 

celebrating Harmony Week where our focus will continue to be on building children’s knowledge and 

understanding of inclusiveness, unity and co-operation thereby supporting the notion of peace and      

harmony amongst us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Harmony Week we will also be supporting the National Day of Action against Bullying and 

Violence – Friday March 19th. This is an important day where we work with our students in continuing 

to develop their understanding of what bullying is and what it is not. We teach children to know what 

actions and strategies are available to them as supports and let them know very clearly that, at Donvale 

PS, we take bullying very seriously. Children know that they are being heard and that their feelings matter 

and all issues are investigated respectfully.    

Engaged: A very big congratulations to one of our year 5/6 teachers, Miss Wernert, who has       

recently announced her engagement. We wish Miss Wernert and her fiancé, Lachlan, all our best wishes 

as they begin to make plans for their wedding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy this coming long weekend. 

Lena Clark 
 

 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

The Fathering Project Relaunch: 

On Tuesday evening around 35 Donvale Fathers and Father Figures attended the relaunch of our         

Fathering Project. It was gratifying to see so many Dads there and many who had also attended the initial 

launch last March. We were very privileged to hear an excellent presentation by ex AFL coach Rodney 

Eade who has been working with The Fathering Project for the last 3 years.  

Rodney emphasised that the purpose of the program was to improve child development outcomes by   

inspiring and equipping Fathers and Father Figures to engage effectively with their kids. Alongside         

informative powerpoint slides Rodney had our Dads engage in small group discussions where they talked 

to each other about what it is to be a Dad, some of the challenges they face and what they think their 

children really want from them the most. It was great for me to join in some of these discussions and 

hear our Dads talking so openly together, often with dads that they may not have met before. Rodney 

commented to me later on how engaged he thought our Dads were in these discussions. 

All those who attended were able to join our Donvale Dads’ group through the QR code that you see 

below. I would encourage all our Fathers and Father Figures to join our Dads’ Group through this QR 

code. This will enable you to keep abreast of the planned events at DPS and also to access the resources 

readily available through The Fathering Project Portal. 

There will be more information coming out soon about our first Dads and Kids’ activity which will take 

place on Sunday 28th March at DPS around 11.00 am. Dads you may want to brush up on your paper 

plane making skills between now and then!  

 

Ian McKinlay 



March 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 

1 2 

 

 

3 4 5 

Whole School Photo 

Day 

9am:  Parents’      

Association meeting in 

the conference room 

 

8 

Labour Day - Public 

Holiday 

9 

Family Life Incursion for 

5/6 students 

10 11 12 

 

14 

9.00-1.00:  Working 

Bee 

15 16 

Family Life Incursion for 

5/6 students 

17 18 

Summer Round Robin for 

Grade 5/6 students 

19  

22 

District Tennis (4 

students) 

23 

 

24 

Teeth On Wheels van 

on site 

25 

Back Up Summer Round 

Robin for Grade 5/6 

students 

26  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 

  

 

 

 1 

Last day Term 1:        

2.30 dismissal 

 

 

 

April 

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 



DPS WORKING BEE 

SUNDAY MARCH 14th 2021  

9.00am – 1.00pm 

 

Come along with the whole family and spend the morning helping make our 

school grounds even more beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as 

mowers, whipper snippers, shovels, blowers, garden gloves, pruning shears, 

hedge trimmers etc.  

A delicious BBQ lunch will be provided by our Parents Association.  

Hope to see you there. 

Building and Grounds Committee 

For catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you please let your 

child’s class teacher know by Wednesday 10th March 2021 the num-

ber of family   members that will be attending.   Thank you.  

 





 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

RESILIENCE PROJECT NEWS 

On Monday the 26th of April, Donvale Primary School will be providing an opportunity for parents to   

participate in The Resilience Project Parent Evening. The Parent Evening will take place online and will be 

presented by the Founding Director of the Resilience Project, Hugh van Cuylenburg. 

The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs to schools, sports clubs and businesses and 

provide them with evidence based, practical strategies to build resilience and happiness.   

During this presentation, Hugh will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that 

can be implemented every day to improve our overall wellbeing. He will be focussing on the following 

strategies: 

Gratitude - Appreciating what you have, not begrudging what you don’t.  

Empathy - Thinking of the needs of others/kindness. 

Mindfulness - Being present in the moment, not becoming distracted by unhelpful or negative thoughts. 

We are very excited to be working with the Resilience Project this year and highly encourage parents to 

add this date to your diaries! We will be sending out further information over the next few weeks. 

 

Miss Geary  

Hugh van Culenburg 

Founder Director ‘The Resilience Project’ 



FOUNDATION NEWS 

First Day Jitters Incursion 

Last week the Foundation children participated in a ‘First Day Jitters’  incursion. They had a lot of fun us-

ing puppets to help to tell the story about Seal’s first day of school. Seal was very nervous about starting 

school but the animals of Wild Primary School helped him to settle into school quickly. All the children 

got to be an animal and played a part in the story through movement and dance. They all had a great 

time! 

 

 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 

I hope you all have a lovely long weekend.  

Our focus for the past two weeks was Physical Environment and working towards our Sustainability    

project.  

1.  PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT/ ROOM DISPLAY 

We had a mini catchup meeting and discussed our quality area 3 with children, one of the children      

noticed the birthday poster was coming off from the wall. They all asked for new posters with updated 

names of prep children. We had to take a vote what the theme would look good this year and narrowed 

it down on cup cakes. Every child who was booked in was involved in decorating the templates based on 

this theme. 

 

              Old Wall      New wall display 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  KIDS COOKING CLUB  

In this week’s cooking club, Rachel (Grade 2) made Banana smoothies, Polly B (Grade 6) made Vanilla Ice 

cream and Zara.G (Grade 3) made white choc chip cookies. The children enjoyed the activities and     

enjoyed having all the sweet delicacies to take home. 

PS:-  If you have any recipes which you think your child may be able to cook and teach other children, 

please contact us at the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  SUSTAINABILITY CLUB  

Fruit Scrap- Banana Water (healthy for plants) 

Last week children prepared the Banana water by snipping banana peels in a big box and adding water to 

it. We kept the box in sunlight for 3 days to ferment and once it was ready children helped in filling up 

individual bottles for families, and labelling each bottle with a personalized logo. A few children also 

shared what plants they will be growing at home and how this water will benefit the growth of the plant. 

Children were excited to handover the banana water made by them out of Banana peel scrap to their 

parents. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Mint Give away from the OSHClub Garden Bed 

The children went outside last week to have a check on our garden bed and found lots of mint had 

grown. We discussed the health benefits of the mint and also shared an Indian chutney (dip) recipe made 

with a combination of Mint leaves and coriander leaves.  

 

Checkout quick chutney recipe and enjoy it with 

French fries, cutlets etc. 

https://www.vegrecipesofindia.com/mint-coriander-

chutney-recipe/ 

 

 

What’s Exciting in Sports at Oshclub? 

Moovosity Challenge 1st - 31st March. We are bit overwhelmed with the response 

we have got in our first Moovosity session, all the children took participation and 

showed teamwork in finishing all the assigned task. In the end each child got  purple 

stickers next to their name and also Madeline C (Grade 3) and William S (Grade1) 

got motivational rewarding stickers   

If you missed out the first session, Don’t worry, there are many more sessions till 

end of march!!!!! 

Please note the session will run on every Tuesday and Friday till end of March. Lots 

of stickers, certificates, and pins to collect. Don’t miss the opportunity, we still have 

slots available.  

Hats 

It is the time of the year where hats are expected to be worn when outside. Our policy is that from   

September, children and staff are always required to wear hats for sun protection when outside.  

Please ensure that your child always has a named hat in their bag.  We have a limited number of spare 

hats, and we would like to try to avoid using these in order to reduce the spread of lice! 

https://www.vegrecipesofindia.com/mint-coriander-chutney-recipe/
https://www.vegrecipesofindia.com/mint-coriander-chutney-recipe/


We have noticed some children do not have their hats at After School Care as they leave 

them outside their classrooms.  

We ask you to please pack a spare hat in your child’s bag so they can enjoy all outdoor activities and are 

not restricted to staying inside.  

Pick up and Drop off  

No changes, parents are still required to stay outdoors and just give us a call or knock on the window 

when coming for drop off or pickup. An Educator will bring your child outside in afternoon and in the 

morning will take your child inside. Don’t worry, we will sign in and sign out the child from the system. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   

Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   

Assistant: Clare Bullo 

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au  

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on 

the above phone number or email. 

Birthday Wishes To 
Lina B, Ella S, Tiana C, Aaron N, Chloe C, Nandini P, Juan-Rae T, 

Kade W, Jackson B, ,Scarlett B, Jake M, Jian Zhou T, Brooke H, Bernard S 

                      

Who are celebrating birthdays from the 5th - 17th March 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Parents Association Meeting Friday 5th March 9am 

Conference Room—Main Office Building 

Come Along and Get Involved! 

 

 

Fridays Treat Day 

Deliciously Yummy Treats from the  

Canteen  

Quelch Fruit Icy Sticks $1 

Bag of Popcorn $1 

YUMMY!!! 

 

Don’t Forget to Jump onto the  

Signup Zone through Compass  

and put your name down to Join in the Fun! 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

 

 

 

 

 

NetSetGO NETBALL PROGRAM 
learn new skills, make new friends, keep fit & become       

involved 

East Doncaster Netball Club runs NetSetGO which is 10 
week training program for children aged between 5 to 11 

years of age.   

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: Autumn Season NetSetGO will commence  

Friday 12
th
 March until Friday 4

th
 June 2021  

TIME: 4:30pm – 5:30pm  

WHERE: Manningham Templestowe Leisure Centre,    

Outdoor      Netball  Courts (Cnr Foote Street & Anderson 

Street, Templestowe, VIC, 3106)  

For more information please visit our website                                   

http://eastdoncasternc.com.au/  

http://eastdoncasternc.com.au/


The Lion King Jr. tells the story of the epic  adventures of a 

curious cub named Simba as he struggles to accept the      

responsibilities of adulthood and his destiny as king. Along the 

way, the young lion encounters a colourful cast of characters 

including spunky lioness Nala, charismatic meerkat Timon, and 

loveable warthog Pumbaa.  

To claim his rightful place on the throne and save his       

beloved Pridelands Simba must find his inner strength and 

confront his wicked Uncle Scar. The Lion King JR. features 

classic songs from the 1994 film such as “Hakuna Matata” and 

the Academy Award®-winning “Can You Feel the Love    

Tonight” as well as additional songs penned for the Broadway 

production. 

“The Lion King Jr reaches to our deepest emotions, touching 

on themes of love, loss, guilt and responsibility. The overarch-
ing message of the Circle of Life and our place in it is both 
humbling and empowering. Lebo M's soaring African music, 
Elton John's crowd pleasers and the exotic beauty of the Afri-
can landscape all combine to make this show, to me, the most 
joyful and moving of the Disney productions.” 

Merinda Gray Director Lion King Jr  

About Diamond Valley Singers (DVS): DVS was established in 
1985 to provide a medium for community members in the   Dia-

mond Valley and surrounding areas to exercise their talents, and at 

the same time to raise money for charity. Since our      inception, 

we have donated over $150,000 to charities, including World 
Vision, International Needs Australia, Open House, and the Eliza-

beth Nursery School in Malawi 



 

At Donvale Primary 


