
The end of the 2020 school year is now upon us; a year that some may say has dragged whilst others 

may feel that it has just flown by. Whichever way you may feel about this year, there is no doubting that 

it has been extraordinary!  

Whilst we have been challenged, I can say how proud I am of the staff and our community in how we 

have worked together; a united front in so many ways to support our children in achieving success 

through the remote learning phase, in particular. Thank you to each and every one of you for your     

tireless efforts and resilience in seeing this through.  The skills we have all learnt this year are skills that 

ordinarily may have taken years for us to learn or perhaps not ever have learnt at all. These skills are 

strong positives which have now become a way of operation for us. Congratulations to all the staff who I 

am in absolute awe of! Their ability to pivot their teaching virtually overnight, still astounds me. They are 

truly a wonderful team of educators and I am so grateful that I get to work with them each day. Thank 

you to all our parents many of whom, I know, really did it tough this year. Your children are so fortunate 

to have you as role models; they will remember this year and know that there was a lot of people      

surrounding them, nurturing them, educating them and showing them how we cope when the going gets 

tough.  

 

‘Meet the Teacher’: All teachers were in attendance during our ‘Meet the Teacher’ session   

today where the students met their 2021 teachers and classmates in their 2021 classrooms.  The      

teachers introduced themselves to their future students and began the process of getting to know each 

other. This is a great way to support the student’s transition into their new classes and allows for a 

smooth start in the new year.  

Thank you to all the staff for their support in developing the class structures and student placements for 

next year. As I’m sure you can appreciate, this is a very difficult and time consuming process with many 

considerations having to be taken into account. I would appreciate the respect from parents that the   

decisions for student class placements are final.  

 

School Captains: Congratulations to our newly elected 2021 School Captains and Vice               

Captains – Jasmine B, Jack S, Eleanor C and Joseph B.  A special handover ceremony will be taking place 

at tomorrow’s final assembly for the year. Thank you to our outgoing School Captains and Vice Captains 

– Bani K, Lucas C, Emily B and Riley E. They have been exemplary role models and leaders during this 

very challenging year. They have missed many of the major School Captain events this year due to Covid, 

however, in doing so, they have shown a level of resilience that should be acknowledged and celebrated. I  
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am very, very proud of them. I know they will continue to be great students and stand up leaders as they 

make their way to secondary school. 

 

School House Captains: Congratulations also to our newly elected 2021 School House Captains. 

These children will represent our school houses of Waratah, Acacia, Grevillea and Banksia. Again, the 

mix of student candidates was very strong with many students vying for these positions. The following 

children were voted into the role by their peers … I know that they will be great representatives to the 

students of their respective House teams.  

Waratah Captain: Harper C Vice Captain: Charlotte E 

Acacia Captain: Oliver M Vice Captain: Stephanie B 

Grevillea Captain: Akeen G Vice Captain: Luca C 

Banksia Captain: Cooper C Vice Captain: Zahlia G  

 

Year 6 Graduation:   We send all our best wishes to our Year 6 students who leave us this year to   

continue their educational journey into the secondary sector. Tuesday evening’s Graduation ceremony 

was a wonderful event where we had the opportunity to recognise and acknowledge all their          

achievements. It is always a very proud time for both parents and staff.  A very big thank you to Mr 

Reiter, Mr Tapper, Ms Wernert, Mrs Thomas and Mrs Lucisano for their hard work in planning and    

organising the ceremony. Thank you to parent helpers, Louise Martin, Virginia Yeoman, Leanne Maguire, 

Caroline Holland, Moira Edwards and Jas Sandu for all their amazing support in helping with the planning, 

preparations and presentations. They did an absolutely amazing job particularly with the setting up of the 

special dinner for the students and staff. This included the gorgeous cupcakes made again this year for 

the students by Caroline Holland. It was all sensational!  

We send a fond farewell to the following families that will be leaving Donvale PS this year…Browning 

(Ashton), Fankhauser (Caitlin), Negri (Mycah), Yeoman (Amelie), Fraser (Hayden), Fraser (Christopher), 

Oldham (Abi), Tarenidis (Peter) and Young (Ruby).  A wonderful acknowledgment of these families was 

made during the Graduation ceremony by Mr McKinlay. We wish all these families all the very best and 

welcome them all to stop by and say hello at any time.   

A very big thank you to Tamblyn Smith who once again has helped us out with the choreography of the 

student performances on the night. We are extremely fortunate to have someone as skilled and talented 

as Tam joining us each year to support us with this very important event. He always does amazing things 

with the children’s performances and this year’s Graduation was no exception. 

Again, a massive thank you to Alex Loccisano (parent) along with Nick and Ben (film and tech), who 

were the main men in allowing us to live stream the Graduation to the high level that we did. Both 

streaming and filming were handled in a most professional manner; we are just so fortunate and grateful 

to have had their support.  

Thank you also to all the staff who were officially involved in the ceremony; Mr McKinlay, Miss Wernert, 

Mr Reiter, Mr Tapper, Mrs Thomas, Mrs Keep, Mr Kho, Mr Hogg and Mr Xeni.  A big thank you also to 

all the staff of Donvale PS who were in attendance during the evening in support of the students. This 

includes many of our past teachers and teachers currently on leave who either were able to attend or 

viewed the ceremony via our live stream. And of course, a very big congratulations to all our Year 6    

students who just shone on the stage. To all our graduates, please make sure you don’t forget us.  Come 

and visit us when you get the chance. We would love to see you again and hear how you are going.  



Parents Association:  I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Janine Cope who is 

stepping down from her role as Parents Association President at the end of this year.  Janine has held the 

mantel of PA President for the last three years during which time she has led a very dedicated band of 

parents and worked to provide great opportunities for our children as well as raise money for our 

school. We have seen Trivia Nights, Canteen treats, Mothers and Fathers Day stalls, colour fun runs, 

Production raffles, Information nights, Tea and Tears, Book Fairs…the list goes on. Thank you, Janine, for 

all your efforts and support during your time as President. You have supported our community and   

maintained the united culture that we are so proud of. With Janine stepping down, our new Parents   

Association President moving forward to 2021 is Cathy Farrell. Cathy has been a member of our school 

community for nine years and this year has twin girls in the year 2 level and another daughter in the year 

4 level of our school. She also has a son who attended Donvale PS and is now in year 8 at secondary 

school. Cathy has shown a real commitment to our school during these years where she has always    

become involved in any way possible. She is always a wonderful support to the teachers and much valued 

as a classroom helper and recently, Cathy was managing the student banking at the school. Cathy is keen 

to welcome new parents to the Association and continue Janine’s good work. I’m sure you will join me in 

welcoming Cathy to the role; I know she will be a fantastic leader.  

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions this year, our hardworking Parents Association has had an        

enforced break from their usual fundraising activities. This also meant that many new parents who joined 

our community this year did not have the chance to join this wonderful association. With 2021 around 

the corner, I would like to encourage parents once again to come on board and be a very much valued 

Parents Association member. 

 

Santa visit:  Our visit on Wednesday by Santa arriving by helicopter was such an exciting event for us 

all. The children (and adults) were so thrilled to see Santa arriving by helicopter and landing on our 

school oval.  It was such a special way for us to get our school community together and a great finish to 

a very challenging year. After landing, Santa spent the morning at our school visiting each classroom and 

taking the time to have a chat with all the children. The children were just so happy to see Santa up close 

and share this special time with them.  

 

 



Donvale PS 2021: As another year draws to a close, I look forward to the 2021 school year.  

From a curriculum perspective, I am pleased to announce that we will be continuing with our Visual Arts, 

Performing Arts, Physical Education and Mandarin Language Specialist Programs next year- all with     

dedicated specialist teachers and all outstanding programs. Our Science and Sustainability program will 

continue with the hope that next year we will be able to invite parents in during Science week             

celebrations for a ‘Hands on Science’ family event. Mr McKinlay will continue to implement the very    

successful Literacy intervention support program. This program provides another level of support for 

our junior students who require some more intensive learning to allow them to achieve outcomes      

expected of them for their year level. We will also be implementing a ‘Tutor Program’ as early as        

possible in Semester 1. This is a funded Government initiative designed to support the students whose 

learning was impacted during the remote learning phase with the view to catch-up their learning. 

Mr Reiter and Mrs Rassias will continue in their roles as Numeracy and Literacy Learning Specialists    

respectively. Both teachers will be released for half a day each week to lead the Literacy and Numeracy 

learning across the school. Mr Hogg will be replacing these teachers whilst they are released from their 

classes for this role.  

We will increase by one class and have 15 classes next year with our class sizes remaining low across the 

school – an average class size of 21 students – this is outstanding! We will remain with the teaching 

structure of six 50 minute classes each day. This ensures that each class will have a weekly specialist     

lesson for the full year.  

Please see below for our daily 2021 schedule…. 

Session 1:  9.00 – 9.50am  

Session 2:   9.50 – 10.40am  

Recess: 10.40 – 11.10am 

Session 3: 11.10 – 12.00pm 

Session 4: 12.00 – 12.50pm 

Lunch: 12.50 – 1.50pm 

Session 5: 1.50 – 2.40pm 

Session 6: 2.40 -3.30pm 

We are certainly continuing with our forward direction in building Donvale PS and with your ongoing 

support, this forward direction will continue into 2021 and beyond.  

I would like to finish off my final Snippets Principal’s Report for 2020 by sending out a huge thank you to 

all the staff of Donvale PS. They are an outstanding team of people who work tirelessly to provide the 

best they can for the students. Their commitment and dedication to the students is just tremendous. 

This was proven time and time again throughout this incredible year. I thank them for their ongoing        

support and for their ability to unite as one strong team. You are awesome!  

Thank you also to our School Council, Parents Association and community for another terrific year. We 

have continued to work together to ensure that our children are provided with wonderful learning     

experiences that will set them up for life! 

I wish all our families a very safe, healthy and happy holiday break. I look forward to seeing you all again 

in 2021 

Best Wishes 

Lena Clark 
 



REMINDER: 
EARLY FINISH FRIDAY 19th DEC 

1.30PM DISMISSAL 

 

ASSEMBLY COMMENCES AT 12.30pm 

PLANNING TO TAKE PLACE OUTSIDE ON THE 
SENIOR SPORTS AREA 

(WEATHER PENDING!) 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

As the school year draws to a close it is timely to reflect on the most unusual of school years. A 

once in a hundred year event, COVID-19 has meant that children were not able to attend school and had 

to engage with remote learning from home. Of course 100 years ago, when students could also not     

attend school due to the Spanish Flu, there wasn’t the technology to facilitate learning from home, though 

I suspect that homework had also not been invented yet! 

Many thanks must go to Miss Wernert who was the driving force behind the setting up of our DPS   

Learning Hub for remote learning programs at all levels across the school. She was ably assisted by all 

classroom and specialist teachers with the curriculum content, guides and teaching videos. We can safely 

say from much positive feedback from the Donvale school community and indeed our knowledge of other 

school’s remote learning programs that the program and support we offered to our students, both      

academic and emotional was second to none. Our hardworking staff deserve great recognition for their 

sustained efforts during a difficult time for everyone. I know how much you all appreciated their efforts. 

In recognition of these efforts, I’d like to share with you just the last verse of a poem I wrote for the 

teachers on World Teachers’ Day a couple of months ago. 

So in a year like no other, 

When we’ve all been tested and the challenges seemingly would never stop, 

Lena and I are so thankful for and proud of your efforts, 

At Donvale this year, the cream really has risen to the top. 

 

Families leaving: 

It was great the other night at the Year 6 Graduation night to speak to many parents who after a long  

association with our school would be leaving as their youngest child had graduated. It was heart-warming 

to hear these parents speak so warmly about their years associated with Donvale PS. Again we thank 

them for all their contributions in many areas of school life. It’s great that they have been so involved and 

as I said the other night we could not run the breadth of programs and activities we do without this vital 

support. I know from my chats that these families will always hold Donvale PS close to their hearts. 

I wish all families a very restful summer break with friends and thank you again for your wonderful      

support in a year that made us all appreciate how blessed we are to be a part of such a vibrant school 

community. 

 

Ian McKinlay 
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Admin Office 

Admin Office 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Grade                       Teacher Time Fraction 

Foundation (FF) 

Foundation (FH) 

Foundation (FN) 

 

1/2W 

1/2V 

1/2G 

1/2M 

Emma Farrington 

Sarah Hodgson 

Rochelle Nicks 

 

Lisa Webster 

Jayde Valentine 

Nikki Geary 

Georgia Milne 

FT 

FT 

FT 

 

FT 

FT 

FT 

FT 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

3/4F 

3/4R 

3/4W 

3/4M 

Anita Flack 

Michelle Rassias 

Jackie Wilkinson 

Jonathon Males 

FT 

FT 

FT 

FT 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

5/6W 

5/6R 

5/6T 

5/6S 

Chelsea Wernert 

Peter Reiter 

Jonathan Tapper 

Susan Thomas 

FT 

FT 

FT 

FT 

SPECIALIST STAFF 

Visual Arts 

LOTE (Mandarin) 

Music 

Physical Education 

Deb De Stefanis 

Rock Kho 

Anthea Keep 

Michael Hogg 

Wed/Thur/Fri 

Wed/Thur/Fri 

Wed/Thur/Fri 

Wed/Thur/Fri 

Integration Aide 

Integration Aide 

Integration Aide 

Integration Aide 

Integration Aide  

Toni Grimes 

Rita Lucisano 

Anne Ognenis 

Tina Cheung 

Ursula Cuspilli 

FT 

FT 

FT 

PT Mon- Fri 

PT Mon - Fri 

Library Technician 

School Psychologist 

Speech Therapist 

Mei Lun 

TBA 

TBA 

Tuesday 

TBA 

TBA 

ICT Technician Andrew Simpson Wednesday 



 

PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

We grow through what we go through  
by Michael Grose  

“Thoughts and longings are one way, then world happens in its own way yet.” Sophie Laguna, Infinite Splendours 

This unusual year has brought out the best in many parents. For most families the year was set to go one 

way and then the pandemic threw plans and expectations into disarray. 

Every family has a story to tell. Loss, disappointment, frustration and anger have been common themes. 

But so too have adaption, endurance and perseverance. 

One of my daughters resigned from her nursing position when COVID-19 reached her workplace earlier 

this year. With two young children (one compromised by poor health) she had little choice. Although 

hugely conflicted, she got on with her life and took up a new position. Her story is one of adaption and 

moving forward. 

What’s your story? Is it one of disappointment and loss or is it one of flexibility and renewal? Is it a story 

of annoyance and frustration or is it a story of patience and adjustment? We can’t change the things that 

happen to us but we can control how we respond. It’s either a story of negativity and despair or one of 

positivity and hope. 

The narrative or story we create around events either holds up our progress or powers us forward. The 

stories that we choose to tell ourselves are prophetic. 

Learning through experience 

When I began teaching, my first principal gave me some superb advice. He said to stick close to the 

struggling students because they would make me a better teacher. 

His advice was spot on. It takes comparatively little effort or skill to teach the bright child or the        

well-behaved child, but the more challenging kids were a completely different story. I had to dig deep, 

seek advice from colleagues, try new teaching and behaviour management methods and develop patience 

and understanding that I didn’t know I had. It was the difficult students and the challenging situations that 

really developed my potential as a teacher. 

The same applies to family life. Challenging kids, difficult developmental stages and unpredictable events 

encourage our growth as parents and people, releasing previously dormant abilities and character traits. 

This year has presented challenges in spades and accelerated the learning and development of many    

parents. 

Recover, refresh and reset 

Human beings crave predictability and this year has been anything but predictable. That’s why this year 

has been exhausting for many families.  Christmas couldn’t come at a better time. The routine of the   

festive season signals predictability and control. It provides a chance for you to recover from a difficult 

year, refresh your depleted mental and physical resources and reset for the year ahead. 

Your children will need to do the same. They need to recover from a stressful year, enjoy the            

opportunity to refresh their resources and reset their focus for a new school year. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


Parenting Ideas holiday survival guide 
by Michael Grose 

Holidays are about kicking your feet up, relaxing and getting away from the usual routines. That’s how 

kids see holidays. 

Holiday time can be stressful for many parents. Keeping kids busy, avoiding arguments and getting time 

for yourself can be hard parenting work during holidays. But school holidays don’t have to be stressful. It’s 

a great opportunity to get your family back on track, build strong relationships and set the tone for a   

positive future. These ideas will help: 

Establish a holiday routine 

Some kids feel comfortable with the routines of school-life and can feel lost until the new holiday routine 

kicks in. Be patient with these routine-junkies! Also make sure you begin adjusting the routine as a return 

to school comes closer, so that the kids are prepared for going to bed and getting up at earlier times. 

Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh start in any part of your 

life, including parenting. 

Resist being an entertainment officer 

While we want our kids to be occupied, it’s worthwhile remembering that kids also need some        

downtime. The opportunity to relax and unwind is a prerequisite for good mental health, so make sure 

the kids have an opportunity to take a break from the usual grind, and become bored. “I’m bored” is an 

invitation for kids to keep themselves occupied rather than for you to keep them amused. 

Arrange plenty of green-time, less screen-time 

It’s well documented that today’s children spend more time in front of screens, and less time outdoors. 

It’s no coincidence that this increase in the use of digital devices by kids has been accompanied by a spike 

in anxiety. Recent research shows how time spent in natural environments is refreshing, relaxing and   

rejuvenating. Science now supports what we’ve intuitively known. These holidays ensure both you and 

you family have less screen-time and more green-time. 

Create one-on-one time  

At Parenting Ideas we believe that individual relationships are built through one-on-one interactions. If 

you’ve a child who is struggling or even annoying you a little, consider increasing the number of times you 

spend in each other’s company these holidays – doing something pleasant together. Just the two of you. 

It’s like money in the relationship bank account. 

Embrace festivities 

Regardless of your individual circumstances and your religious beliefs the holiday period is a great time to 

bring family and friends together. Creating rituals around key events is a great way to build strong family 

bonds and create a strong sense of family belonging for kids. Keep festivities simple. Be flexible enough in 

timing to include as many people as possible. Keep calm and include kids in some aspects of the           

organisation of festivities if possible.  

Team up with other families 

Team up with other families and share the holiday load. You don’t have to holiday together to gain these 

benefits. Share the child minding with a friend or swap sleepovers where “you look after my kids and I’ll 

look after yours” for a night or two. This will give you a break while giving children a different family    

experience. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/is-this-the-secret-to-happiness/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/staying-relevant-in-your-childs-digital-world/


GENERAL 

Prioritise parent education 

Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh start in any part of your 

life, including parenting. If most of your recent parenting education has consisted of the learn-on-the-run 

kind, consider using the coming down time to gain some new skills and knowledge that will positively   

impact your future parenting. Watch a webinar recording, read a book, take a course. There are plenty of 

learning opportunities available for you. Just as big hinges swing big doors, sometimes small parenting 

changes and adjustments can have a massive impact on your parenting. 

 

Term 1, 2021 

Tuesday 26th January        -  Australia Day - Public Holiday 

Wednesday 27th January  -  Curriculum Day - Teachers start 

Thursday 28th January      -  Curriculum Day  

Friday 29th January           -  Grade 1 - 6 Students start 

Tomorrow’s Timetable 

9.00 - 10.40:  Classes 

10.40 - 11.10:  Recess 

11.10 - 12.30:  Classes 

12.30 - 1.30:  Assembly 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product-category/webinars/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product-category/books/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product-category/courses/


A KIND DEED FROM ONE OF OUR STUDENTS, EMILY L IN 3/4F 

Dear Mrs Clark, 

I am very excited to share you a news that I adopted two koalas, Anwen and Baz at Port Macquarie Koala 

Hospital yesterday.  

My mum heard the news from the radio and shared with me that they had been helping the endangered 

koalas. I came up with an idea of doing a fundraising campaign for the koalas by playing violin in front of a 

Coles. I played for about one hour, and with the support of the people, I successfully raised $110.85.  My 

mum helped me to donate $120 and hopefully it’s able to help the koalas go back into the wild. 

I’m very proud of myself being so brave. I am also appreciated that my friends came to support me. 

Kind regards, 

Emily L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very proud of you, Emily. Anwen and Baz are two very lucky koalas. 

 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

Wonnies offers various instrument lessons at Donvale Primary School.   


