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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
School Operations update:
Last night, I received the latest update from DET regarding guidance to school operations. I am delighted
to present to you a quick summary of the changes that support us returning to an almost 'normal' state
of operation.
These changes are effective immediately.
1. School visits
Limitations on who can visit school premises no longer apply from the Last Step. This means parents can
be welcomed back on site, for example for school drop-offs and pick-ups.
Non-essential visitors, such as guest speakers and incursion leaders, are now allowed to attend school on
site, subject to gathering limits. Activities involving parent volunteers can also resume.
2. Graduation ceremonies can take place with parents on site
Face-to-face year level assemblies and graduations can occur at full capacity if they are exclusively
attended by students and staff only.
Subject to public gathering limits, parents can also now attend student graduation ceremonies.
Graduation ceremonies and other large gatherings on school site involving external guests are subject to
gathering limits for ceremonies; total venue cap (including students, staff and visitors) of 150 indoors or
300 outdoors.
This is great news for our families with graduating students. We are all so excited about being able
to provide the opportunity for our parents to be a part of this very important milestone in their child's
life. Whilst we still have restrictions to abide by, we are currently making plans that will enable parents
and siblings to attend their child's graduation ceremony on-site. A note specific to the parents of our
Year 6 students will go out shortly detailing our plans. Keep an eye out for this!
3. Kindergarten to school transition activities
Kindergarten to school transition activities are permitted, but group sizes should not exceed public
gathering limits.
This is another exciting change. The Foundation teachers will communicate with our Foundation '21
parents to inform them of the changes to the final day of their Transition program.

4. Use of face masks
Updated advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer requires that face masks must be worn indoors
by people aged 12 years and over, unless an exemption applies. Face masks are not required outdoors
except where physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.
5. Drinking fountains
The use of drinking fountains in schools is now permitted.
6. Staggered starts
Schools are encouraged to move away from staggered starts. However, to ensure consistency with
physical distancing measures, students and families are required to maintain 1.5 metres between each
other as far as is practical at the start and end of the school day.
We will return to 9.00am start time and 3.30pm finish time across the whole school at the
commencement of next week, Monday 30th November. Tomorrow will be our last day for the staggered
start and finish times.
7. Students with underlying conditions (such as hay fever or asthma)
If a student has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay fever or asthma, the
student should still be tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) if they develop symptoms that are different to
or worse than their usual symptoms.
Parents/carers should also consider getting a medical certificate from the child’s treating GP to confirm
that it is safe for them to attend school with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the
symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) such as cough or runny nose.
8. Young children with persistent mild symptoms
For younger children (in grades Prep to 2) who have had a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test that
was taken after they developed symptoms, the decision about return to school should be made in
conjunction with the child’s treating GP. If the GP is satisfied the child has recovered from their acute
illness, is otherwise well, and does not need a repeat coronavirus (COVID-19) test, the child can return
even if they are not completely free of symptoms. Any worsening of symptoms will require review and
repeat coronavirus (COVID-19) testing, if considered appropriate by the doctor.
Students with a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test whose symptoms have completely resolved do
not need a medical certificate to return to the school.
This shift back to standard delivery for so many of our school operations is a significant outcome that
highlights how far we have come on the path towards Covid normal. It is such a positive way to move
towards the end of the 2020 school year.
Roof Repair Works:
Earlier this year, I placed an application with DET for Emergency
Maintenance Funding for much needed roof repair works. You may have noticed that each time we get a
downpour of rain, that we rush to strategically place buckets in areas of the junior and middle school
corridors, to catch the water that is leaking into the buildings. The really good news is that
the application for funding was successful. If you have been up at the school, you may have noticed that
the repair works have now commenced. A team of contractors will be on the school site each week
day to carry out the repair works. As their work will mainly be on or in the roofs of buildings across the
school, there will be little to no impact on school programs. A workers compound has been erected in

the front of the GP building. This is where they will be parking their vans and storing their equipment.
This area will be secured with no access available to anyone other than the contractors. They will be
arriving onsite each day around 7.00am and leaving around 3.00pm thus not interrupting school drop off
or pick up times. The whole repair works is being managed by the VSBA and a large construction
company, Johns Lyng Group, has been contracted to do the work. All safety and precautionary provisions
and expectations are in place. It is planned for the repair works to take around three weeks to complete.
I will continue to keep our community informed of the progress should there be any new information
come to light along the way.
Hope you are having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay
Planning Week:
Next week all classroom and specialist teachers will engage in the exciting task of planning their teaching
and learning programs for Term 1, 2021. A new school year always has the feel of renewed energy and
enthusiasm though for the start of 2021, given the events of this year, this will be even more so. The
focus across the school for our Term 1 Integrated Curriculum Units of study will be all about the
students as individuals and the strategies they can use to develop a healthy mind and body. Again, the
events of 2020 have shown us just how important it is to look after our mental health alongside our
physical health.
The Integrated Curriculum Units are as follows:
Foundation: ‘All About Me/ School Life, Healthy Eating’
Level 1/2: ‘Me, Myself and I’
Level 3/4: ‘My Healthy Lifestyle’
Level 5/6: ‘Healthy Mind and Body’
These units of work will be delivered using the DPS Inquiry Model. To learn more about this model and
how it is incorporated into these units of work please visit our DPS Integrated Curriculum Policy 2019, on
our school website in the Policies tab under the heading School Info.

Ian McKinlay

PARENTING MATTERS ...
Make caring common
by Michael Grose
Caring or successful? Which would you choose for your child?

Fortunately, the two aims aren’t mutually exclusive, but it’s an interesting question as your answer will demonstrate your
values.
Are you more likely to encourage kindness or effort in your child? Are you more likely to recognise a child’s words of
encouragement to a sibling or their clever turn of phrase?
I suspect most parents rank a sense of caring for others as a high priority. Few parents want to raise a mean-spirited,
self-centred child with little empathy or care for the welfare of others. But looking out for others doesn’t come easily to all
children, particularly when families are small and child-centric.
Caring is important for community wellbeing
If the basic task of parents is to socialise children, then a focus on caring for others should be a higher priority than individual
success. The wellbeing of our community depends on the first rather than the latter.
Author Anthony D’Angelo wrote, “Without a sense of caring, there can be no sense of community.” Families and schools are
better places when care takes priority over attainment. They are both toxic when caring for others is not valued or
encouraged.
Caring for others sits with community development and individual competency as essential leadership qualities to develop in
children and young people.
Our Young Leaders Program, delivered in schools across Australia reflects the importance of caring and kindness. The
program specifically identifies emotional intelligence as one of the five building blocks of leadership. The Young Leaders
Program encourages schools to promote a sense of service in their young leaders. It shows how leaders should above all else,
serve others and enrich the communities that they represent.
Caring for others is also a quality that you can encourage at home. These strategies will help you get the ball rolling.
Put caring into words
Families have their own proprietary language. That is, they develop meaningful words and phrases that reflect their values and
activities. In my family, the term ‘non-negotiable’ has specific meaning, referencing a ritual such as mealtime that everyone is
expected to attend. Its ‘non-negotiable’ nature reinforces our core value of family connectedness. Similarly, regular use of
caring language such as encouragement, words of kindness and phrases of appreciation can become an integral part of your
family’s vernacular.
Making kindness normal
Kindness is caring in action. It’s impossible to be kind to another person and be selfish at the same time. A smile, a small gift,
an offer of assistance are simple acts of kindness that display caring and connection to others. You can promote kindness in
your child through encouragement , modelling and recognition.
Practise concern for others
Three-year-old Grace fell heavily from a table, giving herself a shock. Five-year-old Ruby immediately reached for her sister,
hugging her until she calmed down. Ruby’s immediate concern was for her sister’s wellbeing, which was acknowledged by her
grateful parents.
Help at home, without being paid
Children in families that place a high value on caring for others generally perform household chores without the lure of
money. They do so because they’ve been taught that helping is a caring activity. “We help each other because we care for each
other” is the unspoken code here. Kids who care for others think “what’s in it for we” rather than “what’s in it for me”. The
latter is a self-centred approach to life.
In closing
Caring is a higher-level quality that needs nurturing. It doesn’t always occur naturally. Studies have shown that caring is kick
started earlier in children who belong to large families presumably because children are put in a position to care for and look
out for siblings in quasi parenting roles. Being raised in small families doesn’t deny altruism development in kids. It does mean
that you may need to work a little harder to awaken caring in your child.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

GENERAL
Lost property
Our lost property bins are overflowing with jumpers, drink bottles, lunch
boxes, etc. Any items not collected by the last week of term will be thrown
out.
Thank you

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg
TABLOID SPORT DAY
On Thursday 10 December, after lunch, Donvale Primary School will conduct a Whole School Tabloid
Sports Day, this event will be conducted on the school premises and will be conducted after lunch.
The event will see students split into pre-determined groups, and participate in a number of activities
across the school grounds.
It is encouraged that students wear sports clothing for the day. Whether it be their house colours, their
sports uniform or their favourite sports team. Please note that this is NOT a house based event, as I
wanted to ensure that Foundation students could be with their buddies.
In the case of extreme weather, necessary precautions will be taken. Parents are most welcome to
attend, however, are expected to follow social distancing rules at all times.
Regards
Michael Hogg

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

Birthday Wishes To
Zara G, Angela N, Caitlin F, Aliya N, Angelica L, Jonathan L, Ruby D,
Indi G, Thomas S, Eleanor C,
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 27th Nov - 10th Dec
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