
It was great to see all the children back at school last week. I’m sure there would have been some      

apprehension and a little bit of wondering about what things would be like, but as reported last week, 

everything went very well and the children’s return to school was very smooth. I thank everyone for 

your assistance in this, particularly all of our parents who constantly demonstrate understanding and 

great goodwill in what have been challenging circumstances. Thank you also, for following the school’s 

return to school safety guidelines particularly during drop off and pick up times. It’s so important that we 

stick to these expectations for as long as is needed.  

 

During remote learning last term and this last week, I have spoken to many parents about the children’s 

return to onsite learning. Whilst there was an overwhelming agreement that the children were excited 

to return to school, there was also a general agreement that some of the children would be a little    

worried or  anxious about coming back – and whether their friends were still going to be their friends. I 

found that interesting. No matter how old we are, the need for friends and to be part of a group is very 

strong in nearly all of us. 

 

But it looks like they need not have worried. Most of the old friendships have resumed and there has 

been a lot of catching up. I’m usually out on yard duty each day, and it is obvious that so many of the  

children were really just happy to be in each other’s company. It was nice. 

 

It has been such a disrupted year and the children have changed. We saw the obvious physical changes 

with many of the children clearly having grown centimetres and bigger, bushier hairdos were the go   

everywhere! It was great.  Please be reassured that we’ll continue to be looking out for the children in 

these important first few weeks back. We will continue to respond to the unique and individual learning 

and wellbeing needs of all of our students, to prepare them for the transition into 2021 and continue to 

build their knowledge, skills and resilience. We will do what we can to help ensure that term 4 provides 

a very positive finish to 2020. 

Vandalism:  At Donvale PS, we have been fortunate to not have to put up with too much vandalism. 

Having had the opportunity to have worked across many schools in almost 40 years of teaching, Donvale 

PS has been by far, a school that has endured very little vandalism by comparison.  In fact, vandalism at 

DPS has really not been a major problem. This is extremely pleasing. I know that our community has had 

much to do with this. I know that so many of you are vigilant in always looking out for school. An       

example of this was just recently when broken glass was found on our senior side of the school by      

visiting families. Gratefully, these parents took the time to clean up the mess so that the children would 

be safe when they came to school. 
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the following day. I was also then notified by one of these parents to alert me to the situation. This is such 

a great example of our community working together to ensure that the best interests of the students are 

at the forefront of all our actions.  

Unfortunately and sadly, in recent times we recently have endured a considerable amount of vandalism at 

our school. I have no doubt that the COVID-19 restrictions / lockdown have played a big part in this – 

but it certainly does not excuse this behaviour.  We are currently working with the police, Secondary 

Schools and our parent community (past and present) to ensure that this vandalism stops immediately. 

We are also in the process of updating our CCTV system including implementing additional cameras 

around the school.  I ask that parents of our senior student please be aware of where their children are at 

during weekends and afterschool times. We know that the vandalism is caused by children, mostly      

secondary school students. We also know who some of these vandals are. I can assure you that the police 

also know who these vandals are. Thank you for your ongoing support; let’s keep working together so 

that Donvale PS continues to be a safe place for our student to learn and play.   

2020 Planning: As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have now begun organising classes for 

2020. If for whatever reason your child will not be attending Donvale Primary School next year, please let 

the office know immediately so we can plan using accurate student numbers. If you have a prep child 

starting next year, these enrolments should have already been finalised but if not, please get these in as 

soon as possible.  The school’s 2020 grade structures and staffing are planned around our projected   

numbers. After this is determined, we begin placing students into grades and then assigning teachers to 

classes. When we place students in classes we are looking to create the best learning environment for all 

students. Our decisions focus heavily on educational outcomes and overall group dynamics.  

Our criteria for placing students are:  

 Educational needs/outcomes  

 Behavioural needs/outcomes  

 Overall group dynamics – creating a positive and supportive group  

 Balanced male / female ratios where possible 

 Friendship needs – if relevant in supporting student learning  

 Learning and teaching style balance 

 Parent concerns 

Please note that parent requests are considered when the request is based on the learning style of the 

student or other known factors that may have a positive or negative influence on the child. We do not 

place children based on simple choice. As noted above, many factors are taken into consideration. If you 

have any information about your child’s educational needs, please let me know via the link below, no later 

than tomorrow Friday 30th October. This is an important deadline as requests received after this date 

will not be considered. Due to the complexity of this work, I trust that you appreciate the necessity for 

this absolute deadline.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc4RUHU2W5EYl3EcATCJsdd9BOAMzRFsRmBxphuUB5LME7Ecg/viewform?usp=sf_link 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4RUHU2W5EYl3EcATCJsdd9BOAMzRFsRmBxphuUB5LME7Ecg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4RUHU2W5EYl3EcATCJsdd9BOAMzRFsRmBxphuUB5LME7Ecg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children's Week is a national celebration that recognises the talents, skills, achievements and rights of 

children. It will run from Saturday 24 October to Sunday 1 November 2020, with thousands of Victorian 

children taking part in the festivities. 

The theme for Children's Week 2020 celebrates the right of all children to choose their own friends and 

safely connect with others. This is based on Article 15 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. 

During Children's Week, local councils, not-for-profit organisations, schools and early childhood services 

organise open days, displays, special events, virtual spaces and online-based activities. These celebrate 

childhood and showcase children's achievements. 

 

All Children's Week events are free to families with children aged from birth to 12 years. This is a great 

opportunity for Victorian families to enjoy fun, engaging and educational experiences.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/childrensweekevents.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

World Teachers' Day 2020 will celebrate teachers with the theme 'Teachers: leading in crisis, reimagining 

the future'. This theme reflects the commitment teachers have made as leaders particularly teaching 

throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, in a range of environments.  

World Teachers' Day is a chance to recognise and celebrate the incredible contributions teachers have 

made in Victorian communities, as they help to teach the future.  

Whether you are a current student, have kids in school, or have been out of school for many years now, 

we all have our favourite teachers who have made an impact on our lives. 

At Donvale Primary, we acknowledge the work of all of our teachers and thank them for their tireless 

commitment to the students of our school. I am so proud of them all and how they have risen to the 

challenges that faced us this year. Proof, yet again, that we have the best teachers in the whole wide 

world! 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Kind Regards  

Lena Clark 

In light of coronavirus (COVID-19), Children’s Week 2020 has been expanded to include online and virtual events 

for children. Given that the situation continues to evolve, all in-person events will be subject to the health advice 

and guidelines in place at the time. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/childrensweekevents.aspx


PARENT OPINION SURVEY 2020 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion    

Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted 

amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of 

school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. 

Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies.  

 

This year, DET has allowed us to invite all parents in our community as opposed to the usual random  

selection of around 40 families.  With 216 families in our community, we hope that you would please take 

some time to participate and provide us with your feedback. We are keen to hear your thoughts         

regarding the various elements of our school and programs, in particular, this year’s remote learning   

program. What our community tells us is so valuable and provides us with further opportunities for     

reflection and improvement.  We are always working to improve what we do at Donvale; providing the 

best school with the best learning opportunities for our students is what we relentlessly strive for. Please 

know that all responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be     

conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November.  

 

The survey is conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any           

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The 

online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic,            

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. Information on 

accessing the survey was sent out on Tuesday 20th October via Compass. 

Please refer to this communication to participate in the survey. 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

You have choices  
by Michael Grose  

What drives kids’ behaviour? Is it impulse, mood, emotion, age or genes that cause kids to be sociable and safe or unsociable 

and risky? 

The motivating forces behind kids’ actions are as complex as the many behavioural theories that have done the rounds over 

the years. Psychiatrist Sigmund Freud suggested that most behaviour is driven by internal desires, which were difficult to     

control. “Boys will be boys!” 

His colleague Alfred Adler believed that behaviour is driven by the need to find a place within our groups. “Would someone 

pay me some attention!” 

Development psychologist Jean Piaget suggested that children’s behaviour was largely governed by their stage of development. 

“It’s just a stage she’s going through.” 

All theories have validity but they neglect to highlight something that we’ve always known but not recognised enough – that 

kids choose how they behave. Their choices may be negatively impacted by tiredness, hunger, or irritability but ultimately, they 

make a decision to act in certain ways, or step back to let their impulses take over. 

There are caveats. A hungry, overtired three year old who is being annoyed by a sibling is unlikely to make a reasoned choice 

about how they respond. Lashing out, a screech for parental help or an unrestrained tantrum are a more likely response.   

Parent common sense comes to the fore in determining how to respond to their child when mitigating factors are at play. 

“Good choice, Harry” 

When a young child is kind to a sibling or friend a parent can praise the behaviour (“It was great to see you be kind, Harry”) or 

the choice (“Good choice, Harry”). 

When parents focus on the decisions kids make we teach them that they have a say in their behaviour. We reach out to their 

pre frontal cortex – the part of their brain responsible for reasoning – and say, “You’re in charge of how this child behaves. 

Good for you as you chose well.” Continual reinforcement of choices over time is likely to have a strong impact on how a 

child perceives himself. Reinforcement of choices places the locus on control on the child, rather than on external factors such 

as mood, peers and gender as likely causes of poor behaviour. 

“You have choices” 

A child who misbehaves at home or in social situations can be reminded “You have choices.” It helps if kids experience the 

consequences of their poor choices rather than be sheltered from them. A child who refuses, which is a choice, to clean up a 

mess left in the living room may lose those items for a period of time. If they value those items then they may make different 

choices next time around. Choices teach responsibility, when they are coupled with behavioural consequences. 

“Can you make a smarter choice?” 

A parent may need to outline some of the choices – walk away from conflict, come to them for help, do nothing – but       

ultimately the decision is a child’s to make. Similarly, going over poor choices with a child or young person in a quiet moment 

after an event can help them reflect and reset their brain for better choices in the future. “What behaviour can you choose 

next time?” is a helpful question to ask a child or young person who got themselves into a behavioural pickle. 

“Choose between these two” 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that approximately one in three children don’t like to be told what to do. These kids value     

control and use resistance strategies such as arguing, negotiation or procrastination to assert their authority. These children 

can be wearing for parents, but the flipside is, that they generally make assertive adults as long as their spirits aren’t dampened 

when they are young. The use of choices works well with children who value control over their own actions. 

It’s best to give them a choice between two options, which is an illusion of power. “If you stay inside you need to be quiet. If 

you want to play noisy games you need play outside.” Kids will usually take one of the options offered, provided they’re     

reasonable, as they feel they are calling the shots. 

The focus on choices can start when children are toddlers continuing into adolescence and beyond. It’s an empowering      

concept that prepares kids to live fully in the civilised society that they will be entering. It balances personal empowerment 

with personal responsibility, two character traits highly valued by schools, community groups and employers. 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

26 27 

9.15-9.40: 2021 Foundation 

Transition Session 1 via   

WebEx (3 groups at different 

times) 

28 29 30 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

Curriculum Day - Report 

writing.  Students not    

required at school 

3 

Public Holiday - Melbourne 

Cup Day 

4 

Grade 3/4 Champ Camp 

Activity Day 
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1.45-2.10: 2021 Foundation 

Transition Session 2 via 

WebEx (3 groups at      

different times) 

Grade 3/4 Champ Camp 

Activity Day 

6 

Grade 1/2 Camp Day and       

7.00-10.00pm: Movie Night 

Grade 3/4 Champ Camp  

Activity Day 

9 

Science Week 

10 

9.15-9.40: 2021 Foundation 

Transition Session  

11 

Crazy Scientist Dress Up Day 

12 13 

16 17 18 

7.00-8.00pm: Foundation 2021 

Parent Info Night via WebEx 

19 20 

23 24 25 26 27 

7.30am:  Foundation Breakfast 

30 

2.40-3.20:  Whole School 

Transition 

    

November 

REMINDER: 
Monday 2nd November is a Curriculum Day 

STUDENT FREE DAY 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Foundation 2021 

We held our first virtual Transition sessions on Tuesday for the 2021 Foundation children. We read the 

story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and had a great time making a caterpillar necklace and headband. It 

was fabulous seeing so many of the children in their Donvale t-shirts. We all had so much fun! Our next 

virtual sessions are next Thursday afternoon. 

Poppy’s for Remembrance Day 

Remembrance Day is on Wednesday 11th November.  We will be selling poppy 

badges from the office for $2.  Senior students will go round to each class closer to 

the time to see if any students would like to buy one. 

Students not returning to Donvale next year 

Can you please let us know if your child will not be returning to Donvale next year as we are in the    

process of planning our 2021 classes. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

Back in the Art Room 

All our students continued to explore and grow in their art knowledge over the remote 

learning period. They were very resourceful with materials and ideas considering the       

limitations. I was most impressed. However, it was so exciting to see the art room buzzing 

with creativity again. We drew, stamped, printed and collaged our way into our first piece 

back. Spring was our inspiration and the results were so special. Some of our classes shared 

their work below. 

 

Throughout the course of the term we will undertake some clay work and Christmas 

themed weaving and textile pieces. The senior students will shortly begin to decorate their 

character bears ready for graduation. 

 

Over the coming weeks we will commence weaving along the fence of the junior         

playground that runs along Elata St. This whole school project is a celebration of the DPS 

spirit. It will feature brightly coloured patterns, rainbows, hearts and other student designs. 

Be sure to check in on its progress. 

. 

  

 

 



MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho 

LOTE  

Mandarin  

Chinese  

Nihao, hello, Everyone! 

It is so exciting to see all the students of Donvale coming back to school safely from a long home learning. 

I am very pleased to see students across all levels settling in quite well in my Mandarin class. Students will 

continue their journey of learning Mandarin with me, having a lot of fun doing many new Mandarin       

activities from new topics this term.                                                                

FOUNDATION:  

In Term 4, students will be introduced to a new topic of ‘Fruit’ by developing their     col-

our words and     expressions learned in Term 3. They will continuously develop their oral 

and conversational skills through this new topic. This term a new Chinese song called ‘the 

Fruit song’ associated with the topic will be taught. Memory and matching games, and 

Chinese jackstone will be played as part of outdoor activities. 

 

YEAR 1/2:  

Students will be focused on developing their conversational skills this term. They will 

be introduced to the topic of ‘Telling the time and my daily life’ for Term 4. Students 

will also develop their Chinese grammatical knowledge and vocabulary learned         

previously.  

 

YEAR 3/4: 

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Occupations’ by developing their Chinese 

grammatical knowledge and vocabulary learned previously, reviewing basic              

vocabulary covered by previous topics such as family and numbers.  

 

 

YEAR 5/6: 

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Sports’. They will be learning new vocabulary 

and expressions from both ball sports and non-ball sports, focusing on developing their 

conversational speaking ability this term in particular. Students will also have a chance 

to look into the different sports being played between Australia and Asian countries    

including China.  



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS 

How fast this month has passed, we hope you all enjoyed the long weekend �  

What we focused on last two weeks in the service: 

Updating our new wall on “Wellbeing” 

Children in our mini catch-up meeting discussed about their emotions during the lockdown period and shared how they    

utilized their time, by going to the park, cycling, exercise etc. Based on these suggestions we discussed with children to make 

picture artworks to update our wellbeing wall and they did an awesome job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership skills 

We had two big catch up meetings with children, where a few of them took responsibility to share best hand washing practice 

to celebrate global hand washing day and had a discussion on healthy eating. The leader asked the children some questions  

related to healthy eating and we had fun sharing our knowledge on healthy eating habits and what foods to avoid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Book Week  

 

We organised a competition where children were asked to design their own creative book covers. Most of the children par-

ticipated in it and out of their imaginary and creative skills made such lovely covers, here are some pictures of their work.  

 

What we are focusing on for next fortnight 

Our focus is on quality area 3 and will be working to update our investigation/ science area. Children have suggested to make 

some artworks on life cycle of different animals.  

Will be celebrating National Bandana Day and Children’s Week.  

There will also be loads of other fun activities! 

 

Important Recycle request to parents 

We are teaching children about the importance of recycling and have discussed what different projects we can do with recycle 

material , for e.g.- Robot with cardboard box, animals by using bottle caps, Collage by using bread tags, farm or greeting cards 

by using pencil shaving etc.  

To make this happen in the service we ask for your support please. Could you send some milk bottles, cans, plastic bottle 

caps, bread tags, toilet rolls, paper towel rolls, plastic boxes, cereal boxes along with your child, so we can plan different    

activities with them. Thank you! 

 

Updating Service philosophy 

We updated our service philosophy last year in May. This term we are focusing to get feedback from children, school families 

to rework on our service philosophy. We have handed over a physical questionnaire to parents who are coming to the     

service. If you haven’t yet filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate you taking just a 

couple of minutes to do so as this helps us to improve our service and includes your voice in our program. Please email back 

the completed form to donvale@oshclub.com.au or give it to Jeevika or Claire at the service. 

 

DONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Developing Our Philosophy 

 

Our Philosophy will be endlessly growing and changing over time as we evolve with our educators, children, families and   

community. 

Input from our families is an integral part of this process so we would appreciate if you can answer below questions which will 

help us to include family voice in our philosophy. 

 

 

What are the three things we can promote or provide for your child and family? 

 

What are the 3 skills or values you want your child to learn whilst they are at our service? 

 

What aspects of your culture would you like us to celebrate and/or incorporate in our programs? 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au


Birthday Wishes To 
Nathan L, Leven R, Rishav H, Angus P, Carlos A, Toriah M, 

 Sofia C, Brooke B, James K, Jonti v d M 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 30 October -              
12 November 

Hats 

It is now the time of the year where hats are expected to be worn when outside. Our policy is that from September, children 

and staff are always required to wear hats for sun protection when outside.  

Please ensure that your child always has a named hat in their bag.  We have a limited number of spare hats, and we would like 

to try to avoid using these in order to reduce the spread of lice! 

We have noticed some children do not have their hats at After School Care as they leave them outside their 

classrooms.  

We ask you to please pack a spare hat in your child’s bag so they can enjoy all outdoor activities and are not restricted to 

staying inside.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   

Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   

Assistant: Clare Bullow  

 

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on the above phone   

number or email. 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  




