
What a term this has been! 

I want to thank all of our families for their wonderful support through this term; you 
have been amazing. There have been huge challenges and some anxious mo-
ments but we greatly appreciate how you have worked with us and your children 
as we managed the remote learning and then the return to onsite learning together. 
Schools rely greatly on the goodwill of their communities to make things work and 
we are very fortunate to have the Donvale Primary School community supporting 
us. Thank you. 

Mid-year student reports & Parent/ Teacher meetings: The mid-year student 
reports were published yesterday and are now available for viewing via Compass. 
In a ‘normal’ year, we follow up the student report with a Parent / Teacher meeting 
which is usually held during this final week of Term 2. Under the current circum-
stances, however, we have had to change our usual operations with regards to 
this. We ask that, unless you must speak with your child’s teacher regarding their 
progress, that you please leave this meeting to a more suitable time which will 
hopefully be sometime during Term 3. Teachers are available to speak with parents 
via phone and video conference. If you would like to follow up with your child’s 
teacher, please make contact directly with them. 

Planning Week: This final week of term 2 is Planning Week for the teachers. 
This is where they are provided with a full day to plan and prepare their teaching 
and learning program for term 3. With our current restrictions and still the unknown 
with respect to the possibility of further restrictions in term 3, the teachers will con-
tinue to be conservative with their planning of incursions and excursions, in particu-
lar. We are going ahead with the year 5 / 6 camp scheduled for week 7 next term 
however, at this stage, I do not know what term 3 will bring. The actions I take to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of our community are fully guided by the DET and 
Health Authorities and I’m sure that further guidelines will be presented to Princi-
pals over the coming weeks. I will be sure to keep all our community fully informed 
throughout the holidays should there be any changes to our current processes and 
protocols. 

Date 25th June 2020 

Elata Street, Donvale 

Phone: 03-9842 3373     Fax:  03-9841 7033 

Email: Donvale.ps@edumail.vic. gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Our Values 

Respect    Responsibility    Resilience    Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Zp/Kb94F&id=E73039E08BC5EF4A44E65AC6465230BA9FA0D206&thid=OIP.Zp_Kb94F9cS3vo0SDsOE1AHaDQ&mediaurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/5iR/Kkk/5iRKkk8oT.png&exph=1792&expw=4076&q=banner+Clip+Art&simid=6080214242586


 

End Term 2: On a final note, I’d like to thank the staff of Donvale PS who are just 
simply the best staff I have ever worked with. They are fully committed to their 
roles, their students and to our school. I can’t ask for more than that. I know that 
they are very much looking forward to this coming two week break – they have 
worked hard this term and they deserve a well-earned rest. 

I wish you all well and look forward to seeing you all back at the commencement of 
Term 3 – Monday 13th July. 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER 

END TERM 2 EARLY DISMISSAL 

YEARS 1 / 2 & 3 / 4 @ 2.15PM 

FOUNDATION YEAR 5 / 6 @ 2.30PM 

 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

 

The Fathering Project: 

Unfortunately due to the Covid-19 lockdown we have been able to conduct our 

first Fathering Project activity. The Donvale Dads’ committee will be getting to-

gether early next term to hopefully be in a position to plan for our exciting paper-

plane competition. We hope to be able to bring you and the children the details 

soon. 

Planning Week: 

This week our hard working teachers are busy planning their learning programs 

for Term 3. We will be timetabling our stand alone Science room to cater for the 

units of work across the school that have a very strong emphasis in this area. 

The Integrated Units of work for next term that use an inquiry approach are: 

Foundation: Materials (What’s it made of?) and Weather 

Level 1/2: Scientists at Work –‘Snap, Crackle, Pop’ (Chemical Science) 

Level 3/4: Endangered Animals 

Level 5/6: Forces on Earth and in Space 

Thank you again for the wonderful support and encouragement you have pro-

vided your children with this term. Certainly a term like no other.  We look for-

ward to working with you again next term as we work our way back completely 

to school life as we know it. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



 

June / July 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

    June 26  

Last day Term 2 –             

2.15 finish for Grades 1, 2, 3 & 

4                                      

2.30 finish for Foundation, 

Grades 5 & 6 

July 13 

Term 3 commences 

8:45am Grades 1/2 & 3/4 

9:00am Foundation & 5/6 

14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

1/2 incursion Chemistry 

Chaos 

Foundation incursion—

Kitchen Chemistry 

27 28 29 

Multi Cultural Day 

(full school) 

30 31 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 



Literacy News from our Literacy Leader Mrs Rassias 

Writers’ Festival 

Next term Donvale Primary School will be hosting our biennial Writers’ Fes-

tival. The topic for this year is “My Special Place”. 

All students, from Foundation to Grade 6, will be creating a piece on this 

topic. Staff will be teaching different writing strategies to help students write 

an engaging, thoughtful piece about their special place. 

All writing will be on display at our festival from Wednesday 16
th
 September. 

In the past, this display has been held in the GP room but due to the current 

Covid 19 situation, we may need to modify this. Stay tuned for more details 

on this. 

Finally, ALL students will need to complete some “homework” on this during 

the school holidays. Please see the Seesaw message below and the See-

saw post sent by your child’s classroom teacher for more information. 

 

Wishing you a safe and healthy term break, 
  



ICT News  - Mr Hogg 

iPad 1:1 agreement for Grade 3-4 from 2021 

Dear parents, 

From the start of Term 1 2021, Donvale Primary School are moving towards a mandatory 1:1 
iPad agreement for Grade 3 and 4 students. This will bring the Middle School students into 
alignment with Senior School students, where it has been mandatory for them to bring their 
own iPad to school for a number of years. 

Donvale Primary School is moving in this direction, because today’s students think, connect 
and communicate differently from previous generations. Reports have suggested that students 
with 1:1 access are… 

 More motivated and engaged in learning. 

 Better organised which improves literacy and numeracy outcomes. 

 Able to collaborate and think analytically. 

 Provides students with the necessary tools and awareness to learn and work in a society 
that is becoming more technology rich. 

 Gives students different avenues to present their work. 

As evidenced by the recent Remote Learning period, where students were completing their 
work at home, iPads allow independent learning to be done anywhere and anytime. Additional-
ly, with the ability to connect to parents via Seesaw it harnesses the link between family mem-
bers and education. 

A number of students already have access to iPads. That’s great! All you will have to do is 
complete the relevant agreement forms and you will be ready to go. If there is no iPad accessi-
ble at the moment, we believe that there is now sufficient time to save money and buy that 
Christmas or Birthday present, before the start of next year. Studies have found that the aver-
age lifespan of an iPad is between four and five years, which equates to around $100 a year, 
for a 7th generation 10 inch iPad. 

It is important to note, however that the tablet that is brought to school MUST be an Apple 
branded iPad. Other tablets such as the Samsung Galaxy Note, will not be accepted by the 
Department’s Wifi network. It does not matter what sort of Apple iPad is being used at school, 
whether it be a Mini, a Pro, or somewhere in between. 

The school is currently investigating a partnership with the Apple Store at Doncaster Shopping-
town. Once things are finalised, there will be the possibility of discounts for parents of Donvale 
Primary School. More details will be released when this partnership is finalised. 

Just as has been done in the past, there will be a list of Education apps that will need to be 
downloaded for the start of the year. That list, as well as the relevant Terms of Agreement doc-
uments will be available towards the end of 2020. 

Feel free to contact the school if there are any queries. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 

 

Which one doesn’t belong? 

This is a great game to play with your kids… ask them which one of each set doesn’t belong with 

the others… there are no right or wrong answers; the key is in the discussion. If they can give you 

a good reason why their choice is different to the others, then it is correct! 

 



CYBER SAFETY - Mr Xeni 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Students in year 

3/4 have been               

accompanying the 

song “Junkyard 

Blues” with objects 

from around the 

Year 5/6 students 

have created music 

using the Pentatonic 

Scale and also had 

fun trying out some 

dances from Asia 

(China, India and the 

Philippines) 



  Birthday Wishes To 
               Samuel O, Samanyu L, Zahlia G, Kody V, Cooper C, Kingsley L,  

             Tilly B, Adele S, Burhanuddin M, Sofia M, Ashton B, Max D,  

Sebby S, Riley E, Kayden F, Ollie P, Nathan B 

 

            Who are celebrating birthdays from the 27th June to 13th July 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

 



  

  

DIY CREATIVE WORKSHOPS WITH CATHERINE WOOLLARD! 

Would you like some fun, hands-on creative home workshops for 

your children to be guided through these holidays? ‘Aligned to Learn’ 

is offering online workshops (The Creative Child - Winter Series) 

where your child can watch and learn a variety of activities and skills. 

Parents can purchase singular workshops for $10 each (around 30 

minutes each) or the full creative package for $40, containing 5 vide-

os. The winter workshop series ranges from drawings, finger knit-

ting, origami, woodwork to making real life dream catchers with 

natural materials! Children can feel free to ask a friend around to 

engage in the fun workshops together! 

These DIY WORKSHOPS can be found 

  


