
Welcome Back BBQ: Last night, our community once again joined together to celebrate the beginning 

of the school year and to say ‘Welcome Back’. We welcomed new members to our community and took 

the opportunity to continue building existing relationships with friends and family. The weather was on 

our side and allowed us all to enjoy a wonderful drumming presentation by our guest presenters, 

‘Rhythm Unites’. The children showed off their drumming skills and joined in the fun of the evening.  

Thank you to Mrs Keep who, each year, organises the entertainment for us. Great job again, Mrs Keep!  

It was so good to see so many children, parents and teachers attending the evening to just simply say, 

‘Welcome back and let’s look forward to another great year at Donvale Primary School.’  A big thank 

you also to our wonderful PA who provided a delicious BBQ dinner that was very much supported by 

our community. It was terrific to see a number of new parents to our school getting on board and    

helping out with the BBQ. Sensational!  Thank you also to OSHC Club who provided us with           

complimentary hot drinks from the coffee van – such a kind gesture from them. All was very much     

enjoyed and appreciated– it just added to the friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  

Donvale Primary School is a very strong community. It’s events like we had last night that clearly   

demonstrate this and make me very proud to be a part of it. Welcome back, everyone! 
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A terrific start for our Foundation ’20 students:  Monday February 3rd was the first day of     

primary school life for our Foundation students this year. They had a wonderful, settled start enjoying 

getting to know their teachers and classmates and spending time with their Year 6 buddies. The children 

were keen to get the day started and after saying goodbye to their family, they quickly got on with school 

life. Whilst they did this, the parents were invited into the staffroom where they could relax with a cuppa 

and enjoy some time getting to know other parents and share their experiences. A very big thankyou to 

our PA for helping with the organisation of the morning tea. You’re wonderful! 

  

Student Allergies:  In times when children are ever increasingly being diagnosed with different types of 

food allergies, schools are expected to put into place protocols and procedures that work to protect its 

students from exposure to any harm. At Donvale PS, our students are made aware of the impact that 

sharing of food may have on their fellow students. They understand that unwittingly a child may suffer an 

allergic reaction as a consequence to sharing food. As such, our students are very much aware that    

sharing food is something that we just don’t do. This understanding allows our anaphylactic sufferers to 

come to school and feel safe in their environment. It also serves to provide parents of anaphylactic     

children a strong sense of reassurance that their child is safe and their needs are being supported whilst 

at school. It is for this reason and others that I ask that no food stuff be brought to school by parents to share 

with their child’s class as part of a birthday celebration or for any other reason unless otherwise determined. 

Whilst there may not be any anaphylactic students in your child’s class, the other issue of handing out 

food to students without gaining parent permission may also cause a concern amongst some. Further, 

whilst we are not explicitly a ‘nut free’ school, we also ask parents to be considerate when choosing to 

provide foods which contain high levels of nuts in their child’s morning tea and/or lunches. If there is a 

child in your child’s class who suffers from allergic reactions to particular foods, you will be informed and 

asked not to include that particular food into your child’s lunchbox.   I’m sure you will agree that this is a 

logical course of action and your support will be greatly appreciated. As we appreciate that children like 

to acknowledge and celebrate their birthdays with their friends at school, I do not want to spoil such   

opportunities for anyone. As such, I would suggest items such as stickers, small play toys, pencils, books, 

etc. can be brought along as treats to be shared.  

 

What if my child forgets to bring something to school?  I ask that if parents are bringing items 

to school that their child may have forgotten at home such as drink bottles, homework, lunches, hat, and 

notices etc. that parents firstly make their way to the office to register their presence in the school. This 

is a safety requirement of the school and the Education Department as we are expected to account for 

people on the school premises at all times. If, for example, an emergency occurred at the school, all    

persons on the school grounds during this time can be traced and accounted for. This procedure not only 

allows the school to comply with its safety expectations but it also minimises disruptions to classes. I 

thank you for your support in this matter and know that you understand the rationale behind this       

expectation.  

 

Special Assembly: Whilst I would say that all our Friday afternoon assemblies are special, this Friday 

we are planning to have an extra special one to present to our community.   

A long time and very good friend to our school, Mr Ryan Smith (local member for Warrandyte) will be 

joining us once again to support us with badge presentations to students who have earned various      

leadership roles across the school. It’s always terrific to have our local politicians visit us and support the 

school’s programs and provide the students with a rich and valuable insight into leadership.  



Congratulations to the following students on their leadership achievements for this year: 

 

School Captains:   Bani Kalsi, Lucas Maguire 

School Vice Captains:  Emily Bishop, Riley Edwards 

 

House Captains: 

Waratah  Captain:  Rose F 

   Vice-Captain:  Allie E 

Grevillea  Captain: Hayden F 

   Vice-Captain: Eleanor C 

Acacia  Captain: Alexandra W 

   Vice-Captains: Caitlin F 

Banksia  Captain: Charlotte M 

                       Vice-Captain: Nicholas M 

Art:    Captains: Abigail O and Christopher B 

Senior Choir:   Captain: Caitlin F 

      Vice-Captain:  Amelie Y 

Junior Choir:    Captain:   Lucas C 

       Vice-Captain:  Neve C 

Marimba Band:   Captain: Matin K 

         Vice-Captain: Nella O 

SRC Captains:  

Ebony K, Elroy S, Luke S, Cody N, April S, Pella S, Elise B, Maya P, Joseph B, Ruby Y, James K, Stephanie 

B. 

Sustainability Captains and Leaders: The children for these roles were yet to be appointed at the 

time of writing this report. They will, however, be ready for presentation at our special assembly this   

Friday.  

 

Environmental Captains:  

Lucinda F, Jasmine B, Lyla H, Clementine G, Tripp M, Kingsley L, Zahlia G, Laura T, Chloe C, James K, 

Morrie S, Dale L. 

 

Environmental Leaders: 

Isabella M, Mitchell B, Kaitlyn B, Hannah B, Charlotte E, Jasmine B, Christopher B. 

 

I welcome our parent community to join us this Friday for our very special assembly. Hope to see you 

there.  

 

  



Resilience Project: This year, I am proud to announce that our school will again be participating in the 

‘Resilience Project’. The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs to schools, sports 

clubs and businesses, providing practical, evidence-based, positive mental health strategies to build        

resilience and happiness. They have delivered programs to over 500 schools around the country and 

worked with many elite sporting teams including the Australian cricket, netball and soccer teams, NRL 

and AFL clubs. Through presentations, wellbeing journals, school curriculum, teacher diaries and their 

app, they seek to help all Australians become mentally healthy.  

After a wonderful attendance and very positive feedback, we have again this year arranged for a parent 

evening to be facilitated by a member of the Resilience Project. Please add  Thursday March 26th  

7.00 – 8.30pm into your diaries so that you can plan to ensure that you are at Donvale PS for this   

wonderfully informative and entertaining evening session which is specifically targeted to our parent   

community. More information can be found in this newsletter.  

 

Facilities: Over the coming weeks you will notice some improvements to our school ground       

facilities. As mentioned last year, resurfacing of our senior school asphalt area will be going ahead with 

the work now scheduled to commence next Wednesday 19th February.  This work will mean that the 

area will be cordoned off to enable the work to proceed. Depending on weather, completion of the 

work could take from one to two weeks. We are all very much looking forward to this work being     

finalised so that our students can enjoy a fabulously impressive new look sporting and play area. 

In keeping with our school’s Sun Smart policy, a shade sail will be erected over the ‘spider’ play       

equipment at the front of the school. This work has already commenced and should be completed over 

the coming weeks. This play area is a much loved and frequently used play area of the school. It is       

extremely pleasing to now have this area provide a more safe and Sun Smart area for our children to play 

in and enjoy.  

We also now have three flagpoles installed at the front of the school for us to proudly display the three 

flags that represent Australia and its heritage; The Australian National Flag, the Aboriginal Flag and the 

Torres Strait Islander Flag. Thank you to Mr McKinlay for following up with this and making it happen.  

 

School Maintenance:   Following a facilities and grounds audit conducted by the Education Department 

last year, a series of works and repairs were identified and were funded accordingly to enable their      

completion. Earlier this week, I met with a representative from the VSBA (Victorian Schools Building    

Authority) and also with our school’s appointed Project Manager for the works to be undertaken around 

the school. All the designated works have a time line for completion; as such, I am currently working 

through all this with the VSBA and Education Department so that we can ensure that all the works     

identified in our audit, are completed in a timely and effective manner. I will keep our community        

informed as we progress through this.  

 

School Council Elections:  

It is once again time for our School Council elections with the Notice of Election occurring this Monday 

Feb 10th. With three nominated parent school council positions available this year it is important that 

any parents interested in nominating are clear about the role of School Councillor and key functions of 

School Council.  

School councils have three main responsibilities:  

 Finance: overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records 

are kept of the school’s financial operation.  



 Strategic Planning: participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan.  

 Policy Development and Review: developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a 

school’s values and support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan.  

 

Other key functions of school councils include:  

 raising funds for school related purposes  

 maintaining school grounds and facilities  

 entering into contracts  

 reporting annually to the school community and the Department  

 creating interest in the school in the wider community  

 representing and taking the views of the community into account  

 regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds  

 operating a children’s service at the school  

At Donvale PS we are fortunate in having a very proactive School Council who works supportively with 
the school’s leadership to provide the best possible education outcomes for our students. School Coun-
cils play a key role in all schools and the role of School Councillor can be a very rewarding experience. It’s 
a great way to get involved and have a real say in what your school is doing for its students. If you are 
considering standing for election, you can either nominate yourself or be nominated by someone who is 
eligible for the same category as you wish to stand for. More information about the School Council and 
the roles and responsibilities that it involves, are available at the office.  

I will shortly call for nominations for both the Parent and DET categories for School Council. Parent 

School Councillors whose terms expire at this election are as follows: 

 Craig Cowley 

 Chee Leong 

 Louise Egan 

The timeline for the School Council Election is set out below:  

 Mon 10th Feb: Notice of election and call for nominations  

 Mon 17th Feb: Closing date for nominations  

 Wed 19th Feb: Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted  

 Mon 24th Feb: Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed  

 Mon 2nd March: Close of ballot  

 Mon 2nd March: Vote count and ballot declared  

 Thurs 19th March: AGM & first School Council Meeting with 2020 School Council  

 

If you are interested in becoming a School Councillor and proactively and positively contributing to our 

wonderful school, I strongly encourage you to nominate. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 

any queries regarding School Council and the process of nomination and election. 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.  

Lena Clark  



REMINDER 
CURRICULUM DAY – STUDENT FREE DAY 

FRIDAY MARCH 6TH 2020 
 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION 
 

Dear Parents and Families,  

As you may be aware, Victoria has plans in place to manage and mitigate the risks of coronavirus.  

I’m writing to make clear that all students should be attending school, unless this is counter to the advice 

issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer.  

The precautionary measures made by the Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief 

Health Officer to manage coronavirus remain in place for travellers returned from mainland China (not 

including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) from 1 February 2020.  

The direction provided to schools is that parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any children      

returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who were in mainland   

China on or after 1 February 2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after 

they were last in mainland China. This does not apply retrospectively. It applies only to students who 

were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020. The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/

carers of students should ensure that any student is isolated at home and should not attend school for 

14 days:  

* following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or  

* after leaving Hubei Province. DHHS has developed fact sheets in English and Simplified Chinese which 

include the latest information and advice. Individuals should continue to review the site for the most    up

-to-date information.  

Victoria has a world-class health system that is well prepared and rehearsed to deal with an escalation of 

cases of any infectious diseases. Schools are following the latest advice and precautions to provide safe 

learning environments for all students.   

For all students, the first weeks of the school year are an opportunity to make new friends, build strong 

relationships with their teachers and settle in for a successful school year. We encourage students to 

attend school, unless the advice issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief 

Health Officer applies.  

As this is a challenging time for our community, it has never been more important we treat all members 

of our community with compassion and consideration – not division and distrust – and let Victoria’s 

health system do what it does best.   

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 



Chinese translation  

 

尊敬的家长和家庭：  

你们可能知道，维多利亚州已经制定了计划，来管控和减轻冠状病毒的风险。  

我谨写此电邮明确告知，所有学生均应去上学，除非这和联邦首席医疗官和维州首席卫生官的建

议相抵触。  

联邦首席医疗官和维多利亚州首席卫生官为管控冠状病毒而采取的预防措施，仍然适用于自2020

年2月1日起从中国大陆 (不包括香港、澳门和台湾)返回澳大利亚的旅客。  

向学校提供的指示是：家长/监护人/照护者应确保任何在2020年2月1日或之后在中国大陆 (不包括

香港、澳门和台湾)然后返回澳大利亚的儿童在家中隔离，并应从他们最后一次逗留在中国大陆算

起14天后才能上学。  

这一指示不具有追溯力。它只适用于2020年2月1日或之后在中国大陆的学生。 现时的建议仍然

是，学生家长/监护人/照护者应确保任何符合以下情况的学生在家中隔离，并且在14天内不应去上

学：  

* 接触过任何确诊的新型冠状病毒病例后；或   

* 离开湖北省后 卫生与民政服务部已经编制了英文和简体中文的情况通报  , 其中包括最新的信息

和建议。希望各位继续查看该网站以获取最新信息。  

维多利亚州拥有世界级的卫生系统，为应对任何传染病病例的上升做好了充分的准备和演练。各

学校正在遵循最新的建议和预防措施，为所有学生提供安全的学习环境。  

对所有的学生来说，学年的头几周是结交新朋友、与老师建立牢固关系并为学年取得成功做好准

备的机会。我们鼓励学生上学，除非联邦首席医疗官和维多利亚州首席卫生官发布的建议对他们

适用。 对我们的社区来说， 这是一个充满挑战的时期，因此，我们应该以同情和体贴的态度对待

我们社区的所有成员，而不应采取分裂和不信任的态度，并且我们要让维多利亚州的医疗系统发

挥其最大的作用，这在现在尤其重要。  
 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

The Fathering Project: 

Late last year Terry McAleenan the Victorian School’s Manager of The Fathering Project called me to see if 

our school would like to be involved in their initiative. He didn’t have to talk to me for long before I was 

very enthusiastic about the project and very keen for the fathers at Donvale to have this opportunity. 

The Fathering Project was founded in 2013 by Professor Bruce Robinson in Western Australia. It aims to 

inspire and equip fathers and father-figures to positively engage with the children in their lives and give 

them the best fathers and father-figures they can have. Since 2014 The Fathering Project has been     

working with schools supporting the establishment and maintenance of Dads’ Groups. The Dads’ Group 

aims to provide an environment, through organised events, where fathers and father-figures feel welcome 

to gather, share, learn and bond with each other and their kids. 

All Donvale Dads will be welcome to attend the evening launch of The Fathering Project later this term at 

a date to be confirmed. There will be a special personal invitation coming to you soon. Before this special 

launch night we are required to put together a small committee of around 5 to 6 members. The role of 

this committee will be to meet with Terry to plan and coordinate the initial launch and then the term 2, 3 

and 4 Dads’ special events. This committee will have great assistance from Terry and also personal access 

to an online portal with many resources such as videos, literature and guest speakers all of which will   

assist in the planning of Dads’ Group events.  

If you think you would like to be a member of this small committee please send me an email 

(mckinlay.ian.f2@edumail.vic.gov.au) and we can get together with Terry McAleenan to plan the exciting 

launch of this wonderful project. 

mailto:mckinlay.ian.f2@edumail.vic.gov.au


Australian Flags: 

Last year our local Federal Member of Parliament Kevin Andrews kindly presented our school with three 

new Australian Flags, the Australian National Flag, the Australian Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait  

Islander Flag. We thanked Kevin Andrews not only for making these flags available to our school though 

also for the informative explanation he gave for the various colours, stars and symbols on each flag. 

Yesterday we saw two new flagpoles installed beside our existing flagpole at the front entrance of the 

school. We will soon be proudly flying all three official Australian Flags from these flagpoles. Along with 

our four core values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Compassion we are also keen to develop 

in our students a strong sense of equality, diversity and inclusiveness. The three official Australian flags 

flying at the front of our school provides a strong symbolic reinforcement of these values.  



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Building healthy relationships with teachers  

by Michael Grose  

As a former primary school teacher with 15 years experience and a parenting educator with 30 years  

experience, I’ve learned a great deal about the importance of healthy relationships between a child’s 

parent/s and their teacher. I hold a Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in 

parenting education, a Bachelor of Education and a Diploma of Primary Teaching from SCV Toorak    

University (now Deakin University). I’ve done the theory and I’ve also put my the boots on the 

ground. Uniquely, this has allowed me to appreciate perspectives from either side of the school gate. 

Studies show that healthy parent–teacher relationships are a more significant factor in student success 

than parent income levels or social status. Parent–teacher relationships require effort and energy from 

both parties if they are going to really benefit children and young people. Here are some strategies to 

help you build a healthy working relationship with teachers in the year ahead. 

Get to know them 

For your partnership to be meaningful and successful, you need to meet with your children’s teacher(s) 

with the goal of forming a respectful professional relationship. Be willing to share your aspirations for 

your child and be   willing to build the teacher’s knowledge about your family.  For balanced perspective, 

also gain an understanding of the teacher’s approach and what focus areas they have for their particular 

year group. This can be done formally by attending start of the year information evenings and informally 

through conversations, reading newsletters and staying in touch in digitally and in real-time. 

Trust their professionalism 

Children need to know that their parents are fully behind what their teachers are trying to achieve if they 

are going to commit fully to learning. The best way to support your child’s teacher is to trust their 

knowledge, professionalism and experience. Avoid the temptation to question the expertise of teachers 

in front of students, particularly when the teachers use methods that you are unfamiliar with. Initiate   

conversations with teachers around methodology to give them the chance to explain the approach they 

are taking. 

Go through the right channels 

Despite the best teaching practices things do go wrong at school. Kids experience learning difficulties. 

Conflict and peer rejection happen. Kids will often come home from school with grievances, and call on 
you for assistance.   Resist the urge to react emotionally. If you need to contact teachers do so           

respectfully, calmly and through the correct channels. A measured response will generally achieve the 

best result for your child. 

Utilise their resources 

Teachers and schools often put a lot of work into sourcing and sharing credible resources that they think 

will help parents. Take the time to read, utilise and enjoy the information provided to you. It’s intended 

to make your     parenting journey easier, which will also benefit your child not just at school, but at 

home. If your school doesn’t yet have a clearly defined source in place, consider suggesting one to the 

teacher, such as the Parenting Ideas   memberships for schools. 

Build links to student learning 

There’s a huge body of research that points to the correlation between parent engagement in student 

learning and their educational success. If you want your child to improve their learning, take an interest in 

what they are doing. Follow school and teacher guidelines about helping at home and attend as many    
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conferences, meetings and events involving your child as possible. This strategy has a significant,          

long-term impact on your child’s attitude to learning. 

Stay in touch 

Life’s not always smooth sailing for kids of any age. Family circumstances change. Friends move away.   

Illness happens. Mental health challenges can hit anyone at any time. These changes affect learning. Make 

sure that you keep teachers up to date with significant changes or difficulties that your child or young 

person experiences so they can accommodate your child’s emotional and learning needs at school. 

Be loyal 

Show your loyalty to your child’s teachers by being an advocate. Talk positively about your child’s    

teacher and school, rather than being negative about them when speaking in the wider community. 

Teachers hold very public positions and generally work hard to build good reputations both within their 

school and their wider education community. Consider a teacher’s reputation among the community and 

also with children when you discuss educational matters with others. 

Building healthy parent–teacher relationships doesn’t just happen 

It takes goodwill from both sides, a commitment to setting aside the time necessary to support the home
-based learning tasks that are expected, and a willingness to communicate both concerns and            

commendations through the correct channels. 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

SICK BAY 

The school has a sick bay and a number of Level 2 First-Aid trained Staff. The school is not equipped to 

look after students who are sent to school already unwell or re-dress old wounds.  Sick bay is simply 

there to deal with children who fall ill or are injured during the course of the day. 

We would like to remind all families of their responsibilities in regards to their sick children. If your child 

is ill or has been ill, please be responsible and do not send them to school until they are fully recovered. 

Too often students present themselves at the sick bay, quite unwell and on investigation, indicate that 

they have been away sick or were ill in the morning but the parent/carer decided to send them along, 

hoping they would improve or be alright. This is not fair to your child and not fair to us.  These students 

need to be cared for by their parents.  Thank you for your cooperation in regards this matter. 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

If your child has to take medication during school hours, a medication authority form has to be filled out. 

Forms are at the office as well as on the website.  Any medication that comes to school has to be kept at 

the office and not with the student (except ventolin). 

Please note:  Wherever possible, medication should be scheduled outside the school hours, e.g. medication      

required three times a day is generally not required during a school day:  it can be taken before and after school 

and before bed. 

Asthmatics should have their medication with them at all times. 

Anaphylactic students have their medication kept at the office in their named individual bags. 

SOME REMINDERS: 

ABSENCE/LATE ARRIVALS/EARLY DEPARTURE 

If your child will be absent from school please update their absence on Compass or leave a message on 

the absence line. If your child is marked absent on the morning class roll and there is no explanation, you 

will receive a message via SMS at 11.30am each day. 

If your child is late or leaves early, please enter this on the iPad at the front office.  Thank you 



HEADLICE 

Head lice will be a problem from time to time in Donvale Primary School and it is important to work   

together as a school community to minimise the frustration caused by the problem.  If your child has head 

lice – tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them.  Also, it is important to let the school 

know so that we can advise parents in your child’s grade to check their child’s hair.   

Head lice are not fussy about the heads they live on – they make no consideration for income, ethnicity 

or hair colour. They live their entire lives on human heads and their entire food and water source is 

supplied from the scalp.  Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and they will not be 

eradicated.  Head lice don’t fly or jump – they crawl from head to head.  This often happens when     

people play or work closely together. 

Students with long hair are very strongly advised to tie it back while at school. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

We are  excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all students again in 2020. 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and   

develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School 

Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 

The rewards available during 2020 are: 

 Terry Denton’s Activity Book 

 Mini Soccer Ball (size 2) 

 Treetop Stationary Set 

 Treetop Handball 

 Tomato Seed Kit 

 Magic Mist Drink Bottle 

 Emoji Wallet 

 Snakes & Ladders Game 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers            

Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which 

is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 

School Banking day is Monday.  

If you would like to know more about School Banking we will be available to answer any questions    

Monday mornings at 9:00 in the library or you can visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking  

 

Diana and Cathy 

School Banking Coordinators 

  

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking


LOST PROPERTY 

The beginning of the year, when your children are looking great in their new school uniforms is the time 

to make sure they are clearly named.  Lost property items are located in the small passage outside the         

OshClub Room in Building A and Building B has a tub at the top of the ramp outside the door.  Please 

check these regularly for any lost items.     

PARKING 

We are asking all parents to please obey the parking rules around the school and also be very mindful of 

not parking across neighbour’s driveways.  All surrounding streets are 40km.  Our drop off zone area is 

one way only.  Enter via Argyle Street and exit via Cerberus/Elata Street.  The drop off zone is not a 

parking area.  No parent is to leave their vehicle or sit idle for any length of time.  We need to keep this 

area flowing, if you sit idle the cars trying to enter will be backed up and this is frustrating for parents  

trying to enter the zone.  As you exit the driveway, there is a STOP sign.  Please look out for children 

and parents crossing the driveway.  Our children’s safety and wellbeing is absolutely paramount at all 

times.  

Congratulations to Tam 

LYREBIRD AWARD -Tam has been working with us for a number of years choreographing our school 

productions and Grade 6 graduation.  We congratulate him on his award.  



Welcome Back BBq 

Thank you to all families that turned up 

at our welcome back bbq last night.  The 

weather was great and everyone had a 

wonderful time.  Thank you to our 

Parent’s Association who organised the 

bbq.   

The children enjoyed participating in the 

drumming session. 



Congratulations to our Foundation children for settling into school so well! Lots of fun has been had as 

they get to know their new classmates and explore all the fun things that can be done at school. The   

highlight has been spending some time with their Grade 6 bud-



THE RESILIENCE PROJECT - Mrs Kinnell 

Welcome back to another busy year at Donvale Primary School. This year, we will continue to integrate 

The Resilience Project program into our classrooms. The Resilience Project provides practical, evidenced 

based, positive mental health strategies to build resilience in young people. 

The program offers teacher guided mindfulness sessions that will prepare students with strategies to 

manage stress, relationship difficulties and anxiety.  

 

 

 

 

After a very successful presentation by Martin Heppell last year, we are again offering our community the 

opportunity to attend a parent information evening! 

Presenter: Founding Director, Hugh Van Cuylenburg 

When: 6:30pm 26th March 2020 

Where: Senior Building, Donvale Primary School 

Hugh has worked with a variety of schools, sporting clubs, corporations and individuals to provide strate-

gies that improve mental health.  

Some noteworthy sporting clubs and individuals include:  

The Australian Cricket Team 

AFL teams 

Steve Smith 

Dustin Martin 

Billy Slater 

 

We look forward to hearing about these strategies and experiences in his upcoming seminar at Donvale 

Primary School. For more information about Hugh and The Resilience Project, please visit: 

 

Tasmin Kinnell 

Parent Information Evening 2020 



SPECIALIST CLASSES 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Performing Arts lessons are held weekly for each grade (50 minutes). 

Our wonderful array of instruments is well used each week and our two Choirs and Marimba Band get 

to perform at various functions throughout the year. 

Choir is an optional extra for students from year one and above.  Each choir meets at lunch times – 

Senior Choir (years 3-6) on Wednesday; Marimba Band (years 5-6) on Thursday, and Junior Choir 

(years 1-3) on Friday. 

 

This term we will be looking at the following topics: 

Foundation: Keeping the Beat/ High and Low 

Year 1/2: Understanding Rhythm and Beat 

Year 3/4: Rhythms, Raps and Rhymes 

Year 5/6: Musical Styles (Reggae and Celtic) 

  

Private tuition is available for a wide range of instruments through Wonnies School of Music.         

Information sheets are available at the office. 

Please feel free to call in to see me in the Performing Arts room or have a chat in the yard any time. 

Anthea Keep 

 

LOTE MANDARIN  

大家好(Da jia hao)! Hello, everyone! 

A very happy Chinese New Year to you all! 新年快乐(Xin Nian Kuai Le)！ 

In Term 1, students will be getting involved in all different Mandarin learning and activities starting their 

new topics. 

Foundation:   

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Numbers’ from 1 to 20 in Chinese, learning two songs such  

as the ‘Nihao and Number Songs’. 



Year 1/2:  

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Months of the Year’ combined with the four seasons,           

consolidating their oral and number skills learned previous year/s. That will include telling their birthdays 

in Chinese.  

Year 3/4:  

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Giant Panda an Endangered Animal’ in line with the loss of many 

rare, native Australian animals by the bushfires this summer. Students will also learn some basic 

knowledge of Chinese 4 tones, Pinyin rules and pronunciation. 

Year 5/6: 

Students will be introduced to a topic of ‘Weather & Weather Changes’ in line with the extreme weather 

changes that we have experienced recently in Australia. Students will also learn some basic knowledge of 

Chinese 4 tones, Pinyin rules and pronunciation. 

Rock Kho 

 

VISUAL ARTS 

In the art room this term we will continue to make art, explore 

the work of famous artist and discuss our own work and that of 

our peers. 

Topics and themes 

Foundation: Learn about the art room tools and materials, use 

line to make shapes and draw things familiar to us, look at       

primary colours and different types of paint. 

Year 1/2: Looking at line to decorate and make patterns,         

experiment with different ways to apply paint to make a variety of 

effects. 

Year 3/4: Exploring different ways line can be used to show     

texture and colour theory through various paint exercises. 

Year 5/6: Line to express pattern through to movement and still life paintings to reflect on colour theory. 

Please feel free to drop in after school with any questions or queries. 

Deb De Stefanis 

 

PE  
Foundation (Preps) 

The majority of Term 1 at Foundation level will see students becoming familiar with the surroundings 

that they are in, whether that be inside or outside. Body movement and fundamental motor skills will be 

an important facet, as students work in different activities. Students will be required to respond to      

different stimuli, such as music, a whistle, or particular sounds and/or movements as well as being      

comfortable in a controlled environment.  

Junior School  (Year 1 & 2) 

Term 1 will see students in the Junior School practicing their body movement, and fundamental motor  



skills. They will be required to learn, and revise, a variety of running, jumping and dodging techniques 

throughout the term, as well as practicing previously learned skills such as catching, throwing and rolling. 

Classes will be shared indoors and outdoors. There will be a focus on football later in the term, as we 

are attempting to organize some AFL clinics that will occur during classtime. 

Middle School  (Year 3 & 4) 

This term in the middle school area, students will be working on their athletics skills in each lesson. This 

is leading into the House Athletics Carnival, which will be held later in the year. This is of great           

importance to the Grade 3 students, who will not have previously participated in the accelerated        

activities and events before. Additionally, early in the term students have the opportunity to represent 

Donvale Primary School in the District Swimming team, which will be held on the 19th of February. 

Senior School (Year 5 & 6) 

The start of Term 1 will be dedicated to fitness and athletics training. The program is aimed at students 

practicing and improving their track and field skills in events such as sprinting, middle distance running, 

discus, shot put, high jump, long jump and triple jump.  Each event will be taught during their Sport     

classes. Students will participate in a Summer Sports Round Robin day. Students will have the opportunity 

to represent the school in cricket, hot shots tennis, rounders, softball and basketball. Additionally, the 

District Swimming carnival is also held in first term, where selected students will race over various 

strokes across 50 metres. The fitness component of Term 1 classes will cross over into District Cross 

Country preparation for Term 2. 

Michael Hogg  

               Birthday Wishes To 
         Jasper S, Jonathan H, Lucas M, Christopher F, Zachary W, Arshia E, Ebony K, William S, 

Abby V 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 14th to 27th           
February 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS 

We wish all families a very happy and prosperous New Year 2020. 

Welcome back for Term 1, 2020! We’re so excited and can’t wait to see you all for some OSHC fun. 

We have so many new experiences planned for this year, so make sure you keep an eye on our   

Newsletters. 

Update on Health and Safety - we care for you 

We would like to advise that we are monitoring the Department of Health website for information   

regarding the Novel Coronavirus. The safety, health and wellbeing of your children in our care remains 

our number one priority and we will continue to monitor the situation and notify you of any changes in 

advice. 

What is the plan for this week? 

This week we will be focusing on 

2. Welcoming prep children and making buddies 

3. Talking to children on Oral health education 

4. Talking about different alternative for relaxations apart from meditation  

Last week we were engaged in setting up our room and changed the theme of all about me posters and 

worked on Birthday calendar display designs for wall.  



In craft activities we enjoyed making Chinese fans, Chinese Lanterns, People paper chains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hats 

It is now the time of the year where hats are expected to be worn when outside. Our policy is that from         

September, children and staff are always required to wear hats for sun protection when outside.  

Please ensure that your child always has a named hat in their bag.  We have a limited number of spare hats, and we 

would like to try to avoid using these in order to reduce the spread of lice! 

We have noticed some children do not have their hats at After School Care as they leave them   

outside their class rooms.  

We ask you to please pack a spare hat in your child’s bag so they can enjoy all outdoor activities and 

are not restricted to staying inside.  

 

Feedback & Community table 

If you haven’t yet filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate you taking just a 

couple of minutes to do so as this helps us to improve our service and includes your voice in our program. 

 

We Need You!   

If you have any spare time and skills you would like to share with us, please come in and talk to Jeevika or Clare. 

We are looking for volunteers who can show us some tips and tricks on any of the following activities:  

- Sewing - Gardening- Basic First aid teaching to children - Cross-stitching - Woodwork - Pottery  

- Dancing and any other skills you would love to share with us. Thank you in advance. 

Next Week’s Activities 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on the above phone    
number or email. 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC Chatter Box Paper cup ani-
mals 

Flying jelly fish kite Tracing leaves Cup cake case 
flower poster 

ASC Exploring Italian 
culture 

Clay modelling Sunflower painting Hand print post-
ers 

Beading 

Menu at Aftercare French Toast Rice cakes Potato curry with 
rice 

Cruskit Popcorn 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Friday recess treats are on again at the canteen! 

$1.00 for a delicious Quelch icy tube, a bag of popcorn or  

especially for this week: a choc-chip cookie 

Welcome back BBQ  

We serve them not wear them! 

Thank you to all the incredible helpers that signed up to make the BBQ a 

success.  Supply struggled to keep up with demand, so thank you also to 

our great school community for supporting this event with such gusto. 

The Parents Association will be planning more great 
events for 2020. 

No kissing pigs, we promise! 

But keep an eye on this page in Snippets each fortnight 
for details of upcoming events you can get involved 

with through Signup Zone 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra  

Coming soon – Hot Dog Meal Deal!!! 

Meal Deal day will be Thursday 5
th

 March 

Order forms will be sent home with your child late next 
week so please keep an eye on your kids’ bags 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.zone%2FsLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra&data=02%7C01%7Ccheesman.wendy.s%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C17b81c3475184b4a155008d7aa928548%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637165418609489096&sdata=Ann


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  




