
Science Week at DPS:  We certainly hit the ground running with our Science Week this 

week where on Monday, our children attended school dressed in all sorts of different representations of 

Science. We saw children and staff dressed as Professors, science elements, rain clouds and science    

experiments, just to name a few. Many thanks to our parent community who supported the children with 

this and for helping make this day even more fun. Thank you to all the staff of Donvale PS who also love 

to join in such fun. Mr Garcia, our Science co-ordinator, has provided more details of the events of this 

week in this newsletter. This includes a reminder of our Family Science Evening coming up this evening. 

I’ll look forward to seeing as many parents as can make it joining us tonight. It’s promising to be an    

evening filled with curiosity and excitement.   

So why is it important to celebrate Science? 

It would be hard not to notice the renewed focus on science & technology these days. Lately not a week 

goes by without the media discussing how science will impact on our lives and how the next generation 

needs to have a strong grasp of science to understand and thrive in a rapidly changing world. It’s critical 

that we continue to inspire the creativity and curiosity in our youth so that mankind can continue to 

drive positive changes in our world. By supporting agendas that promote scientific reason, you ensure 

that the world will be better for you and your family, now and into the future. From looking after the       

environment to improving health outcomes, from creating new materials that enable space travel, to    

understanding our ancient history, scientists work constantly to discover how the world works and to 

apply this knowledge for all our benefit. 

 Science doesn’t need to just be in a lab! You can use science in a variety of different ways at 

home… 

 Want to create the best BBQ sauce ever? Test different recipes! 

 Not sure which washing powder is making you itchy? Test different powders! 

 Struggling to control pests in your garden? Test different 

control techniques! 

 Wondering which fuel gets the best economy for the car? 

Test different fuels! 

When it comes down to it, science is just a methodical way of 

thinking. If you change one thing, will you get a different result? 

You don’t have to be a scientist to benefit from the scientific 

method. By using science you might find new ways of doing things 
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The world is simply amazing! It’s easy to rush through everyday life without taking notice of the things 

happening around us. 

 Those cicadas you might hear in summer, they could well have been dormant in the ground for 10 

years. 

 When you look up into the night sky you’re looking back in time, as that starlight has taken a long 

time to get to you. 

 Those roller coasters you ride change your weight throughout by changes in acceleration. 

 Look closely at the sunset and you might see a faint rainbow running across the horizon 

 The complexity of a flower under a magnifier is amazing 

… and so much more! All of us have a great appreciation of beauty, but knowing why things happen, 

takes us that little bit deeper. There are many ways that you encourage a love of science in your kids; you 

can highlight the little things whilst on bushwalks, there are science lessons whilst baking cakes, you could 

invest in a digital microscope to look at things up close and so much more. It’s all about creating a       

discovery mindset and an appetite for learning that will hold for life.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Planning: As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have now begun organising classes for 

2020. If for whatever reason your child will not be attending Donvale Primary School next year, please let 

the office know immediately so we can plan using accurate student numbers. If you have a foundation 

child starting next year, these enrolments should have already been finalised but if not, please get these in 

as soon as possible.  The school’s 2020 grade structures and staffing are planned around our projected   

numbers. After this is determined, we begin placing students into grades and then assigning teachers to 

classes. When we place students in classes we are looking to create the best learning environment for all 

students. Our decisions focus heavily on educational outcomes and overall group dynamics.  

Our criteria for placing students are:  

 Educational needs/outcomes  

 Behavioural needs/outcomes  

 Overall group dynamics – creating a positive and supportive group  

 Balanced male / female ratios where possible 

 Friendship needs – if relevant in supporting student learning  

 Learning and teaching style balance 

 Parent concerns 

 



Please note that parent requests are considered when the request is based on the learning style of the 

student or other known factors that may have a positive or negative influence on the child. We do not 

place children based on simple choice. As noted above, many factors are taken into consideration. If you 

have any information about your child’s educational needs, please let me know in writing no later than 

Friday 1st November. This is an important deadline as letters received after this date will be too late 

to be considered. Due to the complexity of this work, I trust that you appreciate the necessity for this 

absolute deadline.  

Attendance – EVERY day Counts: 

How many days has your child been absent from school or arrived late to school?  

0 – 6 days: This is within the normal range. A child with this attendance rate is able to take full            

advantage of the teaching and learning opportunities and can easily catch up to his peers. 

7-10 days: This attendance rate is below average. A child with this attendance rate could miss over ONE 

YEAR of learning if he/she continued at this rate from Prep through to Year 10.  

11-20 days: This is a poor attendance rate. A child with this attendance rate could miss out on up to 

TWO YEARS of learning if he/she continued at this rate from Prep through to Year 10. 

20+ days: This is very poor attendance. A child with this attendance rate could miss over TWO AND 

HALF YEARS of learning between Prep to Year 10.  

Please note: There is a strong link between school attendance and achievement later in life. 

Poor patterns of attendance in Foundation and Year 1 lead to poor patterns of attendance throughout all 

the school years. 

Poor attendance makes it difficult for children to form positive and strong friendships with their peers. 

Regular school attendance is paramount to future success. Please make sure your child is at school and if 

they say they do not want to come, consult your child’s teacher to establish the reason/s why. Whatever 

the issue preventing them from coming can and will be resolved. If your child is sick, please notify the of-

fice before school. We will be contacting families each morning to clarify absences.  

Below is an excerpt from our school’s Attendance Policy. For further details, please see the link. 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Attendance-Policy-2018.pdf 

POLICY  

Schooling is compulsory for children and young people aged from 6 to 17 years (unless an exemption 

from attendance or enrolment has been granted).  

Daily attendance is important for all children and young people to succeed in education and to ensure 

they do not fall behind both socially and developmentally. School participation maximises life               

opportunities for children and young people by providing them with education and support networks. 

School helps people to develop important skills, knowledge and values that set them up for further    

learning and participation in their community.  

Students are expected to attend Donvale Primary School during normal school hours every day of each 

term unless: 

 there is an approved exemption from school attendance for the student  

 the student has a dual enrolment with another school and has only a partial enrolment in Donvale       

Primary School, or  

 the student is registered for home schooling and has only a partial enrolment in Donvale Primary 

School for particular activities.  

 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Attendance-Policy-2018.pdf


Both schools and parents have an important role to play in supporting students to attend school every 

day. Donvale Primary School believes all students should attend school all day, every day when the school 

is open for instruction and is committed to working with its school community to encourage and support 

full school attendance. Our school will identify individual students or cohorts who are vulnerable and 

whose attendance is at risk and/or declining and will work with these students and their parents to      

improve their attendance through a range of interventions and supports. Students are committed to    

attending school every day, arriving on time and are prepared to learn. Our students are encouraged to 

approach a teacher and seek assistance if there are any issues that are affecting their attendance.  

Donvale Primary School parents are committed to ensuring their child/children attend school on time 

every day when instruction is offered, to communicating openly with the school and providing valid     

explanations for any absence.  

Parents will communicate with the relevant staff at Donvale Primary School about any issues affecting 

their child’s attendance and work in partnership with the school to address any concerns.  

Parents will provide a reasonable explanation for their child’s absence from school and endeavour to 

schedule family holidays, appointments and other activities outside of school hours.  

Students are expected to attend Donvale Primary School during normal school hours every day of each 

term unless: 

 there is an approved exemption from school attendance for the student 

 the student has a dual enrolment with another school and has only a partial enrolment in Donvale       

Primary School, or 

 the student is registered for home schooling and has only a partial enrolment in Donvale Primary 

School for particular activities.  

 

Both schools and parents have an important role to play in supporting students to attend school every 

day.  

Donvale Primary School believes all students should attend school all day, every day when the school is 

open for instruction and is committed to working with its school community to encourage and support 

full school attendance.  

Our school will identify individual students or cohorts who are vulnerable and whose attendance is at risk 

and/or declining and will work with these students and their parents to improve their attendance through 

a range of interventions and supports.  

Students are committed to attending school every day, arriving on time and are prepared to learn. Our 

students are encouraged to approach a teacher and seek assistance if there are any issues that are       

affecting their attendance.  

Donvale Primary School parents are committed to ensuring their child/children attend school on time 

every day when instruction is offered, to communicating openly with the school and providing valid      

explanations for any absence.  

Parents will communicate with the relevant staff at Donvale Primary School about any issues affecting 

their child’s attendance and work in partnership with the school to address any concerns.  

Parents will provide a reasonable explanation for their child’s absence from school and endeavour to 

schedule family holidays, appointments and other activities outside of school hours.  



Working Bee:  School Council’s Buildings and Grounds Committee have planned for our 

Term 4 Working Bee to take place on Sunday November 17th, 2019. There is quite a bit of tidying up 

around the school that is needed as we prepare for Summer. Any time that you may have available to 

help us out on this particular Sunday morning would be very much appreciated. We start around 9.00am 

and finish around 12.00pm. We’d love to see you there even if it is only for an hour or two. With thanks 

to our PA, a sausage sizzle lunch awaits our hungry helpers. 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

DPS WORKING BEE 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17th 2019   

9.00am – 12.00pm 

 

 

 

Come along with the whole family and spend the morning helping make our school grounds even more 

beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as mowers, whipper snippers, shovels, blowers, garden 

gloves, pruning shears, hedge trimmers, high pressure washers, etc.  

A delicious BBQ lunch will be provided by our Parents Association.  

Hope to see you there. 

Building and Grounds Committee 

For catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you please completed the form below and 

return it to your child’s class teacher by  

Wednesday 13th November 2019 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We will be attending the DPS Working Bee on Sunday 17th November  

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Number attending:_______________________________________ 

 



REMINDER: 
Monday 4th November is a Curriculum Day 

STUDENT FREE DAY 
 

Some important dates for your diary: 
 

Foundation ’20 Transition – Commences Tuesday 29th October 

Parent as Helpers Course – Commences Tuesday 29th October 

Foundation 2019 Parent Info Night – Wednesday 20th November 7.00pm 

Family Science Night – Thursday 24th October 

Grade 1 / 2 Camp Activity day – Friday 25th October 

Grade 2 Sleepover – Friday 25th October 

Curriculum Day – Monday 4th November (Student Free Day) 

Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 5th November 

Year 3 / 4 Camp – November 6th – 8th  

Year 5 / 6 Camp – December 9th – 13th December 

Swimming Program - commencing 11th December  

Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 17th December 

Christmas Concert – Thursday 19th December  

End Term 4 – Friday 20th December 1.30pm dismissal 

 

Please note, a new policy (SunSmart and UV Protection Policy) was ratified by School Council at our 

meeting last week. It is now available for viewing on our website. A link to the policy is below. Please take 

the time to familiarise yourself with this policy when possible.  

 

SunSmart and UV Protection Policy 2019 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Sunsmart-and-UV-Protection-Policy-

2019.pdf 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Sunsmart-and-UV-Protection-Policy-2019.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Sunsmart-and-UV-Protection-Policy-2019.pdf


FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

A Donvale Student: 
 

Two years ago I wrote after Richmond’s 2017 Premiership that the word used most often by the players 

when they were asked about the reason behind their success was…’connection’. They believed it was the 

bond they had developed between themselves on a personal level through admitting vulnerabilities and 

embracing each others’ imperfections. A bond that led to a trust that they were able to take out on to 

the field with them. 

Now two years later the same players talk about taking that theme even further when they talk about 

what it means to be a ‘Richmond Man.’ They all believe that a ‘Richmond Man’ is able to embrace the idea 

of being vulnerable, imperfect, relentless and disciplined. There is pride and a sense of belonging to    

something authentic when you hear the players express this concept. 

Again I am reminded of the parallels with our school and its four core values of Respect, Resilience,     

Responsibility and Compassion. We are constantly encouraging all our students to reflect these values in 

their daily lives. We want a ‘Donvale Student’ to be respectful, responsible, resilient and compassionate. It 

is so heartening to hear the students when they are making their speech for a leadership position at our 

school refer so thoughtfully to these four values. They do not just give them lip service though articulate 

how their actions as a leader will demonstrate these values. 

Just like the successful Richmond Football club we endeavour to make our shared school values forge a 

strong bond between all our students. A bond built on trust and an agreed way of behaving in all          

situations. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Hopeful kids are happy kids 
RESILIENCE 

by Dr. Justin Coulson 

Think of two children who you have regular contact with: one who is resilient and happy, and one who is 

struggling and languishing. Imagine you are interviewing each of them and you ask them to rate their    

response to these six questions: 

 I think I am doing pretty well 

 I can think of many ways to get the things in life that are important to me 

 I am doing just as well as other kids my age 

 When I have a problem I can come up with lots of ways to solve it 

 I think the things I have done in the past will help me in the future 

 Even when others want to quit, I can find ways to solve the problem. 

Chances are that the child who is resilient will respond affirmatively to these items. The child who is 

struggling is more likely to say ‘no’ than ‘yes’. 

These items form the basis of the internationally-recognised Children’s Hope Scale that is used to assess 

the hopefulness of children and teens. Hope is a critically important predictor of their wellbeing and     

resilience. 

Understanding hope 

Psychologists say a person has hope when they believe that they can find ways to achieve their goals and 

to motivate themselves to try and follow those ways and meet those goals. Hope theory suggests we 

need three things to actually have ‘hope’: 

 goals: something we are aiming to achieve in the future 

 pathways: at least one way (and hopefully more than one) that we might follow to achieve those 

goals 

 agency (sometimes called efficacy): the belief that we can actually make things happen along those 

pathways in order to meet the goals 

Hope or optimism 

Hope sounds a bit like optimism. We hope good things will happen … so we’re optimistic. But there’s 

more to it than that. 

While optimism is the belief that good things will happen in the future, and the sense that the glass is half 

full, hope is about taking that optimism, making it goal oriented and putting legs on it to make things    

happen. 

And while optimism is great for boosting wellbeing and can act as a useful tool for inoculating people 

against depression, it seems hope does it better. This may be because while optimism is a positive    

mindset, hope is about action. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


In contrast, if you don’t have hope, you’re, well, hope-less. That’s related to all the things we don’t want 

for our children. Hopeless kids don’t try, have poor relationships and feel helpless. They don’t achieve 

goals, often because they don’t set any. And when they do set them, that’s where it stops because they 

don’t have enough hope to find ways to achieve those goals. 

Encouraging kids to be hopeful 

Parents who want to instil hope in their children can try the following three ideas: 

1. Build a future focus Speak to your children about their possible futures. What do they want to 

achieve, and why? Have them imagine their potential best selves. Talk to them about what they’re 

looking forward to. Ask them what they want to have, do and be. 

2. Work with them on plans (or pathways) When your child or young person says “I want to be 

a marine biologist”, be encouraging and then ask them, “What do you need to do to get there?” 

Discuss pathways, options and possibilities. Thinking about the future and making plans is central to 

fostering hope. 

3. Help them solve problems When your child or young person is stuck, instead of giving them an 

answer, ask them, “What do you think is the next best thing to do?” or “When have you overcome 

something like this before?” This type of question promotes a sense of agency or efficacy. Rather 

than having our children rely on us for all the answers, they can rely on themselves, their           

resourcefulness and their initiative. They can recall times they’ve succeeded before and use that to 

build hope that they can succeed again. 

As parents, our wish for our children is that they will grow up happy and resilient. Our wish can become 

‘hope’ when we use these three ways to build hope in them as they look towards the future. 



October 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

21 

Science Activity Day for 

whole school 

22 23 24 

7.00-8.00pm:  Family Science 

Night 

25 

Grade 1/2 Camp Activity Day 

Grade 2 Sleepover 

28 

All day:  2 Teams playing at 

Senior Hooptime Regionals 

29 

9.30-10.45:  Transition 

Session 1 for 2020       

Foundation students 

30 31 

All day:  Foundation       

Excursion to Chesterfield 

Farm 

T20 Cricket Gala Day for 

Grades 5/6 at Donvale   

Reserve 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

4 

CURRICULUM DAY -   

Student Free Day (Report 

writing day) 

5 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY - 

Public holiday 

6 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

7 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

2.00-3.00:  Transition    

Session 2  for 2020       

Foundation students 

8 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

11 12 

9.30-10.45:  Transition 

Session 3 for 2020       

Foundation students 

13 

7pm:  Oxfam concert at Box 

Hill for Jnr and Snr choirs and 

Marimba band 

14 15 

Music Count Us In at assembly 

18 19 20 

7.00-8.30pm:                   

2020 Foundation Parent Info 

night 

21 22 

25 

2.40-3.30:  Whole school 

transition 

26 27 28 29 

7.30am:  Foundation breakfast 

November 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Lost Bomber Jacket 

Ethan in 34B has lost his bomber jacket, size 10 and is named.  Please check your child’s label to see if you 

have his by mistake.   

Birthday Wishes To 
Victoria T, Elijah G, Karen S, Amelia S, Nathan L, Levin R, Rishav H, Angus P 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 25th October to 7th 
November 



 

Dress Up 

What a wonderful day we have just had at Donvale Primary School with our Science Dress up and      

Experiment Day. It was great to see so much effort put into the student costumes! There was a wide  

variety on show including lab coats, periodic tables and shirts having scientific formulas written all over 

them.  Albert Einstein would be proud! I would like to thank all the parents and the student for their   

efforts with the costumes. 

 

Experiment Rotations and Show 

On the day each level participated in experiment rotations that included activities such as floating egg, 

magnetic paper clip chain and the milk and food dye experiment. Students were highly engaged during the 

experiments and approached them with a high level of enthusiasm and interest. The students really      

enjoyed this aspect of the day! To conclude our ‘Science Day’ celebrations, students were able to watch 

and participate in a science show which had an amazing display of experiments such as static electricity 

and compressed air. It was a great way to finish off the day! ‘Science Week’ at Donvale Primary has been 

a huge success and I would like to extend a thank you to all staff, parents and students for their help in 

making this week possible. It truly was a memorable experience for the students! 

 

Family Night 

To conclude ‘Science Week’ at Donvale Primary School we will be having a family science night this   

evening in the senior building from 7-8pm. We encourage all parents to attend and join in on the         

celebrations. There will be some wonderful science displays happening and we hope to see you all there. 

 

Family Science Night 

24th October 

7-8pm 

Christian Garcia 

Science Coordinator 

SCIENCE WEEK WITH  Mr Garcia 



CYBER SAFETY - Mr Tapper 

Creating healthy digital habits in your 

child 

Surveys have consistently shown that children are being exposed to 

increasing amounts of screen time each year. 

As parents we’re often concerned about the connections children and 

young people are making and the subsequent impact on their wellbeing. The time they spend online, 

scrolling, searching and swiping which could be spent doing outdoor activities is also concerning. 

Digital devices are here to stay, so it’s imperative to look at how kids can remain in control of their 

screen use, and ensure the time they’re investing online is adding something helpful, positive and     

meaningful to our lives. 

Here are four tips to help kids develop healthy digital habits. Being mindful of how time is spent on      

devices, is certainly not just reserved for young people. 

1. Encourage creation not just consumption 

Is your child more of a consumer or creator when they’re online? Check to see if they spend online time 

in creative mode such as making things, creating own videos, editing photos, writing posts, coding a video 

game or composing a song. Encourage them to be creative rather than mere consumers of digital       

content. 

2. Discuss who they are following 

The digital world encourages leaders and followers. It places people and individuals from all walks of life 

in close contact with your kids. They can follow companies, musical icons, sports stars as well as friends. 

Encourage your child to follow people and companies that can fuel their passions. 

For instance, if they love space, search for NASA and related accounts. If they love photography, help 

them find great photographers sharing their work online. When they’re following people that teach,    

inspire and ignite their passions, they’re less likely to spend valuable time with energy zappers. 

3. Digitally de-clutter regularly 

Many kids collect apps on their devices in the same way that former generations collected football cards 

or swap cards. Encourage them to delete the apps they no longer use or apps that offer no benefit to 

their lives. Could there be better games to play? Are there better videos for them to watch than the 

ones that the YouTube algorithm believes they want to see? 



4. Show kids good practices 

Most kids learn much more from what they see and experience, rather than from what they are told. As 

a parent be intentional with your screen time.  Do you: 

 Follow people that support you, challenge you in helpful ways or inspire and lift you up? 

 Interact in positive ways? 

 Give people your attention rather than scroll whilst others are talking to you? 

 Put your digital devices away in order to fit all the other important things into your day? 

Setting your kids up with healthy digital habits will help make these practices the norm. If you don’t want 

your children falling prey to the harmful and unhelpful experiences online, you need to be sure that they 

are focusing on positive and helpful screen time pursuits. 

 

Martine Oglethorpe  

Martine Oglethorpe is an accredited speaker with the Office of the eSafety Commissioner and has     

presented to numerous parent groups, schools and teachers. She is a speaker, counsellor and educator 

with a passion for building resilient kids in a digital world. Contact details:                                          

info@martineoglethorpe.com.au, themodernparent.net, facebook.com/themodernparent 

 

https://themodernparent.net/


PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

 

 

 

Musical Update: 

Our choirs and Marimba Band will be performing at the annual Oxfam Concert on Wednesday Nov 13 at 

Box Hill Town Hall. All families are welcome to attend this worthwhile fund-raiser. The program will run 

from 7pm until around 9.15pm. Participating students have been given forms with details of what to wear 

and what time to meet. Please see Mrs. Keep or Mrs Cheesman if you need another copy. Forms are to 

be returned by Nov. 1st. 

 

Music Count Us In: 

During Performing Arts classes this term we have been learning the latest Music Count Us In song: “We 

Are”. We plan to sing it as a whole school at a music focus assembly on November 15th. There are     

several Auslan clips we have watched and we are copying some of the signing as we sing. The children 

have been really engaged in this. If you’d like to continue helping your child or just joining in as a family at 

home there are links below for your use.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_J3kRiL7eys (chorus) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmaDatoyBdI (whole song)    

We will also launch our BRAND NEW SCHOOL SONG at that assembly in November. This has been 

written by a group of senior students and we think you’ll enjoy it!   

Mrs Keep 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_J3kRiL7eys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmaDatoyBdI


FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

Hooptime 

A massive congratulations needs to go to our Grade 3/4 Future Stars team, who last Wednesday, won 

their way through to the State Finals. A big thank you needs to go out to all of the parents who helped 

with transport and coaching on the day! 

Next Monday, our All Star Boys and Girls teams from Grade 5/6 will head off to their Regional Carnival 

at the State Basketball Centre. Good luck! 

Volleyball 

Last Friday, our District winning Volleyball team headed off to Donburn Primary for a match against 

Warrandyte Primary, to decide which school would head off to the Regional Competition. Unfortunately 

for Donvale, we were defeated 13-21, 18-21. Huge thanks to the parents that helped with transport. 

Rounders 

Although originally scheduled for this Friday, the Rounders Divisional game against Templestowe Park 

has been postponed with a date to be decided in the coming weeks. 

Athletics 

A big shout out to Sam from 56T who represented Donvale at the Regional competition for the 1500 

metre event. Finishing 9th in all of the Eastern Metropolitan Region is a massive accomplishment. Well 

done! 

Football 

All students from F-2 participated on Tuesday in an AFL clinic with James from AFL Development. This 

will lead into after school clinics that will happen for the next 6 Thursdays from 3.45 until 4.45. Any    

student from F-4 is invited to attend. If you are interested, please see Mrs Cheesman in the office for a 

form! 

Cricket 

Next Thursday all Grade 5/6 students will venture off to Donvale Reserve to play in a series of T20 Blast 

Cricket matches against schools in our District. Good luck to all students! 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 

 

Term 4 is going so fast! We are already in Week 3 and Christmas feels like it is just around the corner! 

During the last 2 weeks we all enjoyed playing different group games indoors, outdoor and our GP room. 

We have played Silent ball, Chinese whispers, Hangman, A night in the museum, Heads down thumbs up, 

Dodge ball, 11 etc.  

It is lovely to see the involvement of Prep children as well in these games and Grade 3 and 4 children 

helping them with rules and guiding them on each step. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have enjoyed making and learning a new recipe – Indian breads/Naan – with the Staff     

members. They have all worked together and supported each other in making small dough balls and 

spreading them flat with the help of a rolling pin.  

The children even noted down the ingredients and the recipe and have asked their parents if they can 

cook the breads at home. 

 

In craft activities, the children have enjoyed exploring different materials from recycled materials and    

created robot bodies, gift box etc.  

They also became involved in clay modelling, making different sculptures and making friendship bracelets 

by using wool and beads. 

 

 



Hats 

It is now the time of year where hats are expected to be worn when outside. Our policy is that from 

September, children and staff are always required to wear hats for sun protection when outside.  

Please ensure that your child always has a named hat in their bag.  We have a limited number of spare 

hats, and we would like to try to avoid using these in order to reduce the spread of lice! 

 

Pupil free day coming up on 4th Nov 2019 

The School has a Pupil Free Day coming up on the day before Cup Day. We request that if you haven’t 

booked your child in and are looking to secure a place, please book in now online.  A week before the 

day we will be able to confirm if we have enough bookings to be able to run the session. 

 

Feedback & Community table 

If you haven’t yet filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate you tak-

ing just a couple of minutes to do so as this helps us to improve our service and includes your voice in 

our program. 

 

We Need You!   

If you have any spare time and skills you would like to share with us, please come in and talk to Jeevika or 

Clare. We are looking for volunteers who can show us some tips and tricks on any of the following    

activities:  

- Sewing    - Gardening   - Basic First aid teaching to children    - Cross-stitching  

- Woodwork    - Pottery    - Dancing  and any other skills you would love to share with us. Thank you in 

advance. 

Next Week’s Activities 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   

Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   

Assistant: Clare Bullow  

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au  

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details, please contacts the accounts team on 

the above phone number or email. 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC Halloween   
Pop-stick    
puppets 

Jack O Lantern 
Treat Bag 

Halloween paper 
lanterns  

Halloween bats Melbourne Cup 
hat 

ASC Handprint    
spider 

Halloween 
Masks 

Spider Web Art  Halloween 
Painting     
Competition 

Melbourne Cup 
Word Search  

Menu at       
Aftercare 

Pasta with    
tomato sauce 

Rice crackers 
with dips 

Chicken noodles Cheese    
Toasties 

Rice cakes 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Recess Treats 

There will be Icy Poles and Popcorn available in the 
Canteen for $1 on Fridays 

Parents Association Meeting 

Monday 28
th
 October at 8pm 

in the school staff room 

Everyone is welcome 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  



Emily B from 56T is performing 




