
Welcome back!   I trust that the recent holiday break gave you the opportunity to enjoy 

some quality time with family and friends. It's great to see the children looking so well and even more 

pleasing to see them excited about returning to school to catch up with their friends and teachers. It is  

going to be yet another very busy term where the teachers have planned an exciting program of teaching 

and learning.   

Whole School Production: Our biennial Whole School Production is this term (Tuesday 17th & 

Wednesday 18th Sept) with planning and preparations now in full swing.  This year, the Production will be 

focused on the many hit musicals and movies that the children are familiar with. Stories such as The Lion 

King, Wizard of Oz, Greatest Showman and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (just to name a few) will 

be featured.  Many thanks to the Production Committee who have already met several times to allow us 

to hit the ground running with our preparations. Please keep your eye out for more information on See 

Saw where     teachers will be placing a call out for parent support. As with all of our school Productions, 

they are very much a team effort where we all work together to present something which is truly spec-

tacular and a wonderful opportunity for our students. So if you’re skilled in sewing, painting, designing, 

building or have a transport vehicle which we can utilise, please let us know as we will need your help.  

Smartboards: With the support of our community and our fundraising efforts, our school has 

entered into a lease which provides all our Foundation to Year 4 classrooms with Interactive         

Smartboards. These Smartboards have already been installed into the classrooms this week. The     

Smartboards are a wonderful tool for teachers and students to use to inspire their classroom             

experiences.  Some of the benefits of the Smartboards are that they can provide flexible instruction 

where teachers can match and easily shift their approaches to students’ individual learning needs. The 

Smartboard displays help teachers bring lessons to life and encourage students to participate. Students 

build skills and gain confidence by sharing at the display and contributing from their devices. They provide 

active learning where students are free to guide their own learning and solve problems. They allow     

students to develop 21st century skills while participating in small group and whole class activities.       

Students can use the Smartboard to support their project based learning where they can explore, gather 

content and work together in more ways than they have ever before. It is very exciting to bring this 

teaching and learning tool into our classrooms. The teachers have all        received some training and are 

raring to go. Please don’t hesitate to come into 

your child’s classroom to check it out.  
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The Ridiculous Rhyme Show:  A reminder that The Ridiculous Rhyme Show from the UK is 

heading our way. The Ridiculous Rhyme Show was written and developed by UK children's                 

television presenters Joe Chambers and Andrew Crawford. Joe and Andy play First Officer Ditty and 

Professor Poet on BBC children's show The Rhyme Rocket. Now with a team of six, they have visited 

over 600 schools, headlined Glastonbury music festival Kidz Field, and this year are excited be coming all 

the way to Australia to visit schools in Melbourne. The Ridiculous Rhyme Show was written to engage a 

primary school aged audience using interactive performance and comedy. It encourages children to enjoy 

literacy through creative word play which can be carried back into the classroom following the visit.    

After the main show, our year 5 & 6 students will participate in a TV workshop. This is an opportunity 

for children to get an insight into the media industry and the variety of career paths within it. The team 

from The Ridiculous Rhyme Show are industry professionals who have worked in TV, theatre and film.  

They will create a production studio in our Senior building and assign the children job roles before filming 

a few scenes. After the session they will run a Question and Answer time which is an opportunity for 

children to gain further understanding of the industry and what they we do. 

For more information on The Ridiculous Rhyme Show, check out the following link. 

https://www.laughnlearn.co.uk/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Week: This term, we also will be celebrating ‘Book Week’ where we take the opportunity to 

highlight literature and the importance of reading. Book Week takes place during the 17th to 23rd August. 

The Book Week theme for 2019 is ‘Reading is My Secret Power.’ Our annual Book Week dress up day is 

scheduled for Thursday 22nd August. This day is always such a highlight of our celebrations where we 

get to see the amazing creativity and imagination of our students, parents and staff come to the fore. Miss 

Brown has also arranged on this day, for the ‘Perform Education’ Company to a present to the children a 

play based on one of this year’s CBCA (Children’s Book Council of Australia) shortlisted books. It’s 

promising to be another fabulous event at Donvale PS – we hope that you can join us for the Book     

Parade which will be taking place from 9.15am in the Senior Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Schools Spectacular: Students from Donvale PS will again have the opportunity to       

participate in the Victorian State Schools Spectacular, ‘Made of Stars’ – at Melbourne Arena on Saturday 

14th September (1.00pm and 6.30pm).  With thanks to Mr Reiter and Kerry Gerraty (past parent), several 

of our senior students will take to the stage as members of the mass choir.  A special congratulations to 

one of our Year 6 students, Naima G, who has been specially cast in the Mass Choir by the Performing  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/mediapacks/childrens2012/cbeebies/rhyme-rocket
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Arts Unit at SSS – such an achievement! The SSS is such a wonderful stage for 

our students to experience. With appreciation to both Mr Reiter and Mrs      

Gerraty, I am so pleased that we are able to offer this to our students each 

year.  I encourage all parents and children to attend if possible. It is such a 

wonderfully entertaining performance to watch. Tickets are available now. 

 

Parent Opinion Survey:    Our school is conducting a survey to 

find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an 

annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is 

conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each school. It is designed to assist our 

school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, student engagement and    

relationships with our parent community. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and    

direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 

complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient 

time within the fieldwork period of Monday 22nd July to Sunday 11th August. Approximately 30% 

per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are 

anonymous. The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September. The results 

will be communicated to parents through annual reporting via our School Council.  Last year we used the 

survey results to support the development of our 2018 - 2022 School Strategic Plan in setting strategic 

goals and targets to meet the needs of our student and parent community.   

For further information, please visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx 

 

Engagement news:      Finally, a very big congratulations to Miss Geary, one of our 

Year 1 / 2 teachers, who announced her engagement to partner Shaun over the holidays. 

I’m sure you will join me in wishing the happy couple a wonderful future together.  

 

  

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Welcome back to term 3 after the winter break. I hope all families were able to spend some 

great family time together and keep warm. The term ahead is an exciting one with all levels across the 

school having planned their Science Inquiry Units at the end of last term. We are very fortunate to have a 

dedicated Science room where teachers and students can immerse themselves in engaging and stimulating 

‘hands on’ activities. I’ve often said the only item that room is missing is the bunsen burner! 

The term 3 Science Inquiry Units are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards the end of last term our Curriculum Day had a focus on Inquiry Learning and how this would 

look in our classrooms at Donvale PS. The Inquiry Learning aspect of the Curriculum Day was very     

capably led by Mr Garcia who took the staff through a range of activities and videos designed to foster a 

deeper knowledge of the concept of Inquiry Learning along with insights in how to plan and implement 

Inquiry lessons in the classroom. Much of the material presented by Mr Garcia was based on the Kath 

Murdoch Inquiry model. Kath Murdoch is well known in education circles as an authoritative voice on this 

style of learning. She says….’Inquiry learning is to nurture and grow that natural disposition we all have to find 

out’. 

Inquiry learning encourages the natural curiosity that our young students have. It encourages them to ask 

their own individual questions about a topic, research the answers and then articulate their new          

understandings, perceptions and changed thinking. 

The final part of the curriculum day was dedicated to teachers using their understandings of the Inquiry 

model to plan their new term 3 Science Inquiry topics listed above. Of course the area of Science lends 

itself very well to this learning approach. As the well known children’s educational television presenter 

Professor Sumner Miller used to ask all those years ago……..’Why is it so?’ 

This term we look forward to our young scientists using the Inquiry model to pose questions, research 

them and articulate their new understandings. Thank you to Mr Garcia for all his hard work in putting  

together a wonderful presentation to the staff on Inquiry Learning. 

 

Ian McKinlay 
 

 

Foundation: Scientists at Work 

Level 1/2: Scientists at Work – Snap Crackle Pop (Chemical 

Science 

Level 3/4: Force and Motion – States of Matter 

Level 5/6: Light, Electricity and Chemical Science 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

The worst feeling for a child  

by Michael Grose  

Humans are social by nature. We are happiest and most productive when we’re in groups. The family we 

are born into stays together rather than disbands as can happen in the animal world. This togetherness 

ensures a sense of belonging. Parental acceptance and forgiveness confirms that a child belongs            

unconditionally to their family providing a deep sense of security and safety. 

Ostracism hits at the very heart of being human – the need to belong. It hits at a young person’s sense of 

security and safety. Continued ostracism generally leads to feelings of helplessness in a child or young   

person – the worst possible emotion they can experience. 

As they grow older their social world expands to include broader family, friends and others within our 

community. The ties that bind are a little more tenuous at the outer edges of their social circle. Unlike in 

a family acceptance a child’s or teen’s acceptance by peers is conditional and, as such, friendships can 

quickly change. Differing interests, unresolved grievances and changing personalities can lead to peer    

relationship breakdowns, resulting in feelings of loss and sadness for a child. 

The flip side of acceptance is loss, when valued relationships flounder. This is normal. It can be         

heartbreaking for a parent to watch their child or teen deal with the feelings of sadness, but that’s when 

parents need to be supportive and emotionally present. 

Worse still for children and young people is when a relationship breakdown with friends leads to        

ostracism, or being left out of the usual group activities. Sadness due to friendship loss is a normal part of 

life. Feeling devastated by being left out of a group, is not acceptable, and shouldn’t be shrugged off as 

normal. 

Ostracism hits at the very heart of being human – the need to belong. It hits at a young person’s sense of 

security and safety. Continued ostracism generally leads to feelings of helplessness in a child or young  

person, the worst possible emotion they can experience. 

Teaching kids about relationships 

Psychologist and author Collett Smart in her Teach girls to build each other up webinar maintains that 

parents should proactively teach kids about how relationships work. She was referring to parents of girls 

in particular, but boys too can benefit from learning about the nature of friendships. This relationship 

work can be both incidental and intentional. Smart maintains that we need to be continuously talking to 

kids about what makes a good friend; that not all friendships last; how they can break up kindly with 

friends and how they can assertively and respectfully stand up for themselves rather than be dominated 

by others. 

Learning how to argue well 

Smart maintains that learning how to argue is a normal part of healthy relationships. She says, “We    

haven’t taught girls how to be assertive. They learn to be assertive at home. Give girls opportunities to 

disagree with us as parents so that they can be brave enough for them to do so outside of home with 

their friends.” Parents need to give kids healthy ways to express their emotions and frustrations about 

friendships so that they can learn to resolve conflict without taunting, being abusive or giving someone 

the ‘permanent cold shoulder’.   
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Above all, we need to let kids know that ostracism of a former friend or of another child is not           

acceptable under any circumstances. The conversation that parents have with children about ostracism 

carries a great deal of weight and needs to happen from a very young age before these relationships    

patterns emerge and become entrenched in adolescence. 



July 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

15 

Term 3 commences 

16 17 18 19 

Grade 1/2 Science Incursion  

22 23 24 

Teeth On Wheels Dental van 

at school 

1.40-2.40:  The Ridiculous 

Rhyme Show 

2.45-3.30:  Grades 5/6 TV 

show 

All day:  SSS Choir at       

rehearsals  

25 

Teeth On Wheels Dental 

van at school 

26 

9.00-1.00:  Foundation Science 

Incursion - “Kitchen chemistry” 

29 

2.00-3.00: Grade 3/4 Gym 

30 31 

Grade 3-4 Hooptime 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

5 

2.00-3.00: Grade 3/4 Gym 

 

6 

Grade 5-6 Hooptime 

 

7 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

8 

Foundation ‘100 day’ of 

school celebration 

9 

 

12 

2.00-3.00: Grade 3/4 Gym 

 

13 

All day:  Grade 5/6 

Scienceworks excursion 

14 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

19 

BOOK WEEK  

House athletics 

20 21 

All day:  SSS Choir at       

rehearsals  

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

22 

Book Parade and Incursion 

23 

26 

2.00-3.00: Grade 3/4 Gym 

27 28 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

29 30 

August 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Sibling Enrolments for 2020 

If you have a child commencing in Foundation for 2020 and have not yet enrolled, please pick up an     

enrolment form from the office and return it ASAP as this will assist us in our planning for the coming 

school year. 

Lunch option at Donvale 

Just a reminder that you can order lunch for Monday and Wednesday from Classroom Cuisine.  Just go 

to their website www.classroomcuisine.com.au to register and place your order.  See their menu options 

included in Snippets. 

First Aid News 

Thank you to our Fundraising Committee, we were able to purchase a defibrillator for 

our school.  This will be situated in the front foyer. 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

 

Last term as part of our sculpting unit, Year 3/4 students created clay fish and sea bed 

sculptures. To inform this work, students drew studies of various fish species and 

made 3D paper collage sculptures. Focuses in clay sculpting and construction were 

free-hand building techniques, joining methods and surface texture. Students then 

painted their sculptural scenes to accentuate features. We invite you to our art show 

to marvel in the culmination of weeks of art exploration. Beautiful work by          

everyone. 

Ms. De Stefanis 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 

Welcome back to Term 3. Hope you all enjoyed the winter term break. 

Program update  

To celebrate ‘NAIDOC’ week, the educators and children have been embedding Aboriginal perspectives 

into our curriculum. This week we will be focusing on discussing with children the importance of        

celebrating the Aboriginal flag and what it represents. To support this, we have planned a few different 

craft activities which will allow children to take part in discussion with their peers and staff members. 

They will also have the opportunity to explore and research the internet for more information on       

Indigenous culture. 

Focused projects for Term 3 

Project 1: - Plastic free July 

For the remainder of July, we will be doing our best efforts to participate in ‘Plastic Free July’. We aim to 

teach children about conservation and recycling, making a conscious effort to help the planet and teach 

and inspire the next generation of forward thinkers to look at the planet as a wonderful gift that we must 

cherish and take care of as it has done so for us for thousands of years. 

For this project we have decided to use recycled bottles to make planters, this is where we ask family to 

get involved and contribute. We will ask families to bring in bottles of varying sizes such as in the picture 

given below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project 2- Community links/ parents’ involvement 

We would like to thank all the parents who took time out of their busy schedules to share their skills and 

knowledge with the children last term.  This term we will be continuing this, and we have already        

approached a few parents who are willing to come share with the children. We have not confirmed the 

dates yet but will be working soon to confirm this and will communicate this out to the families.  

Parent 1: - Fashion background will be sharing knowledge on how to do different types of embroideries. 

Parent 2: - Chef by profession will be sharing some fantastic recipe’s with children. 

Parent 3: - Radiotherapist by profession will be sharing some X-ray film with children. 

 

Feedback & Community table 

If you haven’t yet filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate you  

taking just a couple of minutes to do so as this helps us to improve our service and include your voice in 

our program. 



We Need You!   

If you have any spare time and skills you would like to share with us, please come in and talk to Jeevika 

or Clare. We are looking for volunteers who can show us some tips and tricks on any of the following 

activities:  

- Sewing  

- Gardening 

- Basic First aid teaching to children  

- Cross-stitching  

- Woodwork  

- Pottery  

- Dancing  

and any other skills you would love to share with us. Thank you in advance. 

 

Next Week’s Activities 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
 
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone num-
ber or email. 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC DIY dream catch-
ers  

Cake Baking Paper weaving Q-Tip Craft Paper Plane 
Challenge 

ASC Finger knitting Free style paint-
ing 

Popsicle stick art Child initiated 
craft 

Feather flowers 

Menu at Aftercare Banana Bread Cheese toasties Potato curry with 
rice 

Chicken noodles Popcorn 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

               Birthday Wishes To 
Veronica S, Ruby Y, Matthew M, Abi B, Nika K, Scarlett L, Georgia Rose G, 

Dusty D, Dale L, Hazel B, Christopher B, Fynn P, 

                      

         Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th July to 1st August 

Recess Treats 
No recess treats 

this week 

 

But there will be Hot Chocolate and 
Popcorn available next week in the 

Canteen for $1 each 

Parents Association Meeting 

The next PA meeting is  

Monday night at 8pm in 

the school staff room,      

everyone is welcome 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  






