
Working Bee: Last Sunday’s Working Bee was a wonderful success where we were able to     

accomplish all of the tasks that were on our ‘to do’ list.  

This included: 

 clearing / cleaning drainage grates  

 pruning peach and olive trees in veggie garden  

 fig tree adjacent to veggie garden pruned 

 cleaning the roof gutters on the Senior Building  

 de-cobwebbing outside building walls  

 applying softfall to ‘Spiderweb’ and Senior school playgrounds  

 distributing mulch on the garden beds alongside middle school building, in front of GP room, 

around bench seat on grassy area adjacent to Senior building and at front entrance to Senior   

building 

 washing drink basins in breezeways  

 high pressure hose cleaning breezeways  

 high pressure hose cleaning red rubbish bins and GP room side wall 

 cleaning the light covers in breezeways   

 cutting out roots in junior playground (trip hazard) 

 evenly spreading existing softfall out on all three junior playgrounds 

 

As you can see, we had quite a list of tasks to complete and with the support from our wonderful    

community, we were able to complete it all.  A very big thankyou firstly to our Buildings and Grounds 

Committee for organising the event - great job everyone.    

A further very big thank you goes to the following families for joining us last Sunday morning and lending 

a helping hand in whatever way was needed… Cowley, Condos, Gerald, Egan, Macintosh, Franklin, Shou, 

Solman, Donaldson, Coa-Smith, Szedlak and Cope. My apologies if I have left anyone out.  

Thank you to Janine Cope for organising the BBQ lunch and another thank you to Liz and Lucky for   

preparing and cooking the delicious food for the hard workers to enjoy. I’d also like to thank               

Mr McKinlay, Mr Reiter and Mei (Library Technician) for helping out with all our tasks – your attendance 

was very much appreciated. It was wonderful to see the Donvale community spirit prevail once again to  
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ensure that our school continues to provide a warm and welcoming environment for all to enjoy.  

 

Student Reports: Mid-year student reports will be made available to parents this Friday 21st June 

(tomorrow) via Compass at 4.00pm. Information on how to access your child’s reports is found in this 

newsletter. Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a 

student’s achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions 

about student progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations 

to inform their judgement. They map the student’s learning against the achievement standards, and place 

the student on the learning continuum that best reflect the student’s level of performance and progress.      

The Victorian Curriculum is structured as a single developmental learning continuum and is organised by 

levels not years of schooling. All curriculum areas have achievement standards, describing what students 

are able to understand and do. 

All students are able to progress along the learning continuum at their own rate and from their own 

starting point. As they have always been at Donvale PS, students are taught at the level that suits their 

needs, rather than just the year level and age group they are in. Teachers provide learning opportunities 

to support the learning for all students, including those students with additional learning needs or a      

disability.  

Further information about the Victorian Curriculum can be found online at:                                        

victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/  

If you have any queries regarding the student reports, please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, Rick 

Gordon (Reporting and Assessment Co-ordinator) or your child’s teacher. 

 

Mid-Year Parent / Teacher meetings: Mid-year Parent/Teacher meetings take place next week on 

Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th June, 2018. These meetings are a wonderful opportunity for parents 

and teachers to discuss and celebrate the progress and achievements of the children. Parents and teachers 

can work together to ensure that the student learning is optimized at all times. All parents are strongly 

encouraged to make a time to meet with their child’s teacher.  

 

Even though the end of term holidays are just over one week away and as this is my last Principal report 

for the term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parent community for their ongoing    

support with all we do at our school. We have achieved outstanding results with our student outcomes 

for this semester and wish to congratulate and thank our staff, students and community for their hard 

work and commitment to our teaching and learning programs. We have much more exciting and engaging 

learning planned for Term 3 so stay tuned for more on this early in the new term. 

I wish the staff and students a restful break over these coming holidays and hope you all have the         

opportunity to enjoy some quality time with family and friends.   

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

 
Some important dates for your diary… 

 Mid-year student reports published - Friday June 21st   

 Mid-year parent / teacher interviews – Tuesday 26th & Wednesday 27th June 

 End Term 2 – Friday 28th June 2.30pm early dismissal 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Avoiding the politics of parenting  
 

by Michael Grose  

My daughter, who had a sleep adverse baby couldn’t believe her ears when a new mum in a mother’s 

group proudly announced that her four month old slept through the night. My daughter thought, “What 

am I doing wrong?” 

Approaching this mother to discover her sleep secret, my daughter learned that this boast was made on 

the back of some dodgy data. The four month old had slept the night through once, but this mother 

thought it was worth boasting about. 

I welcomed my daughter to the politics of parenting where benchmarking of kids’ physical and social   

development, their behaviour and academic progress can become a constant. 

Each child has his or her own developmental clock, which is nearly impossible to alter. 

 

The pitfall of benchmarking with other children 

Comparing your child with others is a stress-inducing and, ultimately, useless activity. It’s hard to resist, 

as we tend to assess our progress in any area of life by checking out how we compare with our peers. 

When you were a child in school you probably compared yourself to your schoolmates. Your teachers 

may not have graded you, but you knew who the smart kids were and where you ranked in the pecking 

order. 

Now that you have kids of your own do you still keep an eye on your peers? Do you use the progress 

and behaviour of their kids as benchmarks to help you assess your own performance as well as your 

child’s progress? Or perhaps you compare your child to yourself at the same age? 

Benchmarking children’s progress with that of other children is not a wise parenting strategy. Inevitably, 

it will lead to parent frustration, as there will always be a child who performs better than your own on 

any scale you use. 

 

Kids develop at their own rates 

Each child has his or her own developmental clock, which is nearly impossible to alter. There are late 

bloomers, early developers, bright sparks and steady-as-you-go kids in everywhere. It’s the first group 

that can cause the most concern for parents who habitually compare children to siblings, their friends’ 

kids and even themselves when they were in school. 

The trick is to focus on your child’s improvement and effort and use your child’s results as the       

benchmark for his or her progress and development. “Your spelling is better today than it was a month 

ago” is a better measure of progress than “Your spelling is the best in the class!” 

 

Gender matters 

It’s no secret that different architects developed boys’ and girls’ brains. One major difference lies around 

timing, or maturity. The maturity gap between boys and girls is anywhere between 12 months and two 

years, and seems to be consistent all the way to adulthood. 
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Quite simply, girls have a developmental head start over boys in areas such as handwriting, verbal skills 

and relationship skills. Boys benefit greatly from teaching strategies designed for their specific needs. They 

also benefit from having teachers and parents who recognise that patience is a virtue when teaching and 

raising boys, as it seems to take longer for many boys to learn and develop. 

 

Kids have different talents, interests and strengths 

So your eight-year-old can’t hit a tennis ball like Novak Djokavic, even though your neighbour’s child can. 

Perhaps your neighbour’s teenager is a piano virtuoso, while your fourteen year old’s idea of musical   

talent is listening to Spotify while doing homework. Comparisons are stressful, as they can bear no      

relationship to children’s interests and talents. 

It’s better to help your child or young person identify his or her own talents and interests. And also    

recognise that strengths and interests may be completely different than those of his or her peers and   

siblings. 

 

Avoid linking your parenting self-esteem to your child’s performance 

Take pride on your children’s performance at school, in sport or their leisure activities. Seeing your child 

doing well is one of the unsung pleasures of parenting. You should also celebrate their achievements and 

milestones such as taking their first steps, getting their first goal in a game or getting great marks at 

school. 

However, you shouldn’t have too much personal stake in your children’s success or in their milestones, 

as this close association makes it hard to separate yourself from them. It may also lead to excessive     

parental pressure for kids to do well, which is an acknowledged source of anxiety for many children and 

young people. 

The maxim “You are not your child” is a challenging but essential parental concept to live by. Doing so 

takes real maturity and altruism, but it is the absolute foundation of that powerful thing known as 

‘unconditional love’. 

 



July 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

15 

Term 3 commences 

16 17 18 19 

Grade 1/2 Science Incursion (TBC) 

22 23 24 

Teeth On Wheels Dental van 

at school 

The Ridiculous Rhyme Show 

25 

Teeth On Wheels Dental 

van at school 

26 

9.00-1.00:  Foundation Science 

Incursion - “Kitchen chemistry” 

29 

2.00-3.00: Grade 3/4 Gym 

30 31 

Grade 3-4 Hooptime 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 

24 25 

St. John’s First Aid     

Incursion for whole 

school 

26 

 

27 

All day:  Winter Round 

Robin (week 2) 

28 

Last day Term 2 -  

2.30 finish 

 

June 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

The promotion ends 25 June.  Make sure you bring in your stickers in to school. 

LOST 

Lucas C from 1/2G has lost his bomber jacket.  It is named and is a size 8.  Please check the name tag on 

your child’ s jacket to see if you don’t have his by mistake.  Please return it to the office.  Thank you. 

ST.JOHNS FIRST AID IN SCHOOLS INCURSION - Tuesday 25th June 

This free Program is delivered by St John Ambulance Professional Trainers, teaching primary school     

students on the importance of First Aid and what to do in an event of an emergency. 

The knowledge and skills gained in their First Aid in Schools Program will develop First Aid awareness in 

school children and contribute to building a more resilient community. 

This learning is age-appropriate and integrates with the     

Victoria Curriculum F-10. 

 

 



ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

We are trying to wrap up payments, etc for the Entertainment Books.  Thank you to the families who 

have returned unwanted books.  We still have a few outstanding, so if you still have the Entertainment 

Book and you do not want to purchase it - Please return to school ASAP. 

Thank you 

TEETH ON WHEELS DENTAL VAN 

Forms need to be back by Monday morning 24th June, so they can be posted. 

FROM THE STUDENTS ... 

Over the past two weeks the Foundation children have had two special 

visits from Nunawading Fire Station. We were even lucky enough to see 

their fire truck and have a turn at squirting a 

fire hose! It was lots of fun.  

Here are some of Foundation F’s recounts of the visit: 

I liked the fire fighters, the hose and the 

fire truck. Harry S 

 

Today the firefighters came over. Then 

we went to see the fire truck. We went 

to see the hose and we got a turn of 

spraying. Isla S 

 

I liked spraying the hose. I liked seeing 

the fire trucks. I liked the firefighters. 

There were three of them. Abel T 

 

 

I liked the firefighters and spraying             

the hose. I liked the uniforms. I had  

fun. I liked to see the truck.  

Jonti VM  



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 
 
Program update  
 
Our focus over the last 2 weeks has been on discussing and sharing information about Health. 
Children have had the opportunity to share information from a Healthy Eating booklet and 
discussed two topics: 
 
a. Why sleep is important 
b. Why oral hygiene is important 
 
At the end of the discussion, each child shared what healthy food items they eat each day and 
what sports activity or exercise regime they follow to keep themselves fit.  
 
We also discussed Anaphylaxis. Most of the children were aware of Anaphylaxis, what it is 
and what to do in case of an emergency.  
 
 
Food Menu   
 
We have introduced another new healthy dish - Lentil Soup with rice. Most of the children liked it but they also gave feedback to 
improve on its texture. 
 
 
Activities at OSHClub 
 
Children have been engaged in making their own picture story books and shared three stories in our mini catch up meeting. They 
created some interesting story titles including “The Lost Princess”, “Underwater Sea World”, “The Big Star” and “The Twins”. 
 
This activity allowed children to work on their imagination, thought processes and creativity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also worked on Aboriginal artworks and Australian animal facts and information, where children had the opportunity to use 
technology and search facts and information on these topics. This activity encouraged them to work as a team and to help each 
other searching for the right words to accompany their artwork.  
 
 



Vacation care  
 

Bookings are now open for our Winter School Vacation Care      
program at Mitcham PS OSHClub 
 
Jeevika and Clare will be working at Mitcham PS during Vacation Care and we would love you to join us. 
 
Please find attached the brochure outlining all the exciting activities, incursions and excursions on offer each day. We will  be 
providing varied play opportunities based on the children’s interests. Please feel free to pop in and provide us with some         
suggestions or feedback.  
 
 
Early Finish Friday 28th June 2019 
 
On the last day of the Term, Friday 28th June, OSHClub will start the ASC session from 2.30pm. Please make your bookings for 
this day under the Early Finish tab in the iParent Portal. 
 
 
Feedback & Community table 
 
If you haven’t yet filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate you taking just a couple of 
minutes to do so as this helps us to improve our service and include your voice in our program. 
 
 
We Need You!   
 
If you have any spare time and skills you would like to share with us, please come in and talk to Jeevika or Clare. We are looking 
for volunteers who can show us some tips and tricks on any of the following activities:  
-  Sewing  
- Gardening 
- Basic First aid teaching to children  
- Cross-stitching  
- Woodwork  
- Pottery  
- Dancing  
 
and any other skills you would love to share with us. Thank you in advance. 
 
 
Next Week’s Activities 

 
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
 
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone     

number or email. 

 
 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BSC Superhero draw-
ing 

Paper collage 
pasting 

Tracing pictures Beading Aboriginal posters 

ASC Giant bubbles and 
bubble wands 

Glitter Slime Playdough      
making 

Cookie decoration Child initiated 
craft 

Menu at Aftercare Mixed            
Sandwiches 

Chicken noodles Veggies Wraps Rice Cakes Popcorn 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

  Birthday Wishes To 
Amelya K-L, Elena D, Lachlan M-V, Darcy B, Matthew M, Zahlia G, Cooper C, Kingsley L, Tilly 

B, Adele S, Burhanuddin M, Sofia M, Ashton B, Max D, Aydan R, Sebby S, Riley E, Ollie P,      

Nathan B, Abel T, Winnie T, James T, Gabriel L 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 21st June to 17th July 

Recess Treats 
There will be Hot Chocolate and Popcorn available 

in the Canteen for $1 on Friday’s 

 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers do not  endorse the 

products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No representation, warranty or undertaking is given or 

made in relation to the accuracy or  completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made 

by the advertisers.  

At Donvale P S 

in the July      

holidays 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


More information about these workshop and other workshops can be found on our website                                                     

http://www.amaze.org.au/events-home/early-days/early-days-workshop-dates/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amaze.org.au%2Fevents-home%2Fearly-days%2Fearly-days-workshop-dates%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cclark.lena.e%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cd2322e07ca2549b089d208d6f2d78cee%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%




 COMPUTING PROGRAMMING CLUB COMING 

TO DONVALE TERM 3 AFTER SCHOOL 


