
 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DAY:  In celebration of Education week, a reminder that our school’s Open Day is scheduled 

for Wednesday May 22nd. Please ensure that you place this date into your diary and come along to 

enjoy the wonderful celebration of our students and school. Two school tours will be taking place – one 

at 9.30am and the other at 7.00pm for potential new students. Our staff has arranged some terrific      

displays, presentations and performances to help showcase our school. Thank you to our School     

Councillors and Parents Association for their continued support with this day with a particular thank you 

also to Mrs Keep who has planned the events of the day. I know that it will be, as always, a terrific     

success. 

 

NAPLAN: From 14th to 16th May our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in the National         

Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual assessment for students in 

Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in numeracy, reading, writing, 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, 

teachers and principals about student achievement which can be used to inform teaching and learning 

programs. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student progress across Australia 

in literacy and numeracy and are intended to complement teacher judgement and the wide range of     

formal and informal testing programs used in schools. As with all single assessments, NAPLAN test     

results are not intended to be used in isolation from other school-based assessment programs. 

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this 

information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may 

also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers.  

Please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher or Mr McKinlay (NAPLAN co-ordinator) if you 

have any queries regarding your child and the administration of the NAPLAN assessment. 
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LEAPFROG PROGRAM:  Each year around this time, our school presents a    

program we call ‘Leapfrog’. This program invites all 4 year old kindergarten children from 

our local community to come and spend some time with us in a classroom setting as a taster 

for school life at Donvale PS. It’s a great opportunity for parents who are yet to decide on 

their child’s school to come along and see us up close and have a chat to the teachers and myself. It is   

also a great opportunity for children that are enrolled at Donvale PS to begin their transition into school 

life. Our Leapfrog sessions will be held on Wednesday 8th and 15th May 2.00pm – 3.00pm. Both sessions 

will take place in the Foundation classrooms. If you would like to enrol your preschool child to the     

program or know of someone who might be interested and is yet to enrol, I encourage you to follow up 

with this and pass on any information to those interested. Thank you to our wonderful Foundation   

teachers; Mrs Hodgson, Mrs Nicks and Miss Farrington for all their hard work in preparing and presenting 

this fabulous program. If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to contact Wendy or 

Sandy at the office on 9842 3373.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD ALLERGY WEEK:  Food Allergy Week aims to raise awareness of food allergy including 

potentially fatal food allergies. Allergy and Anaphylaxis Australia is calling on all Australians to unite during 

Food Allergy Week and for individuals to BE AWARE. SHOW YOU CARE.  

Food Allergy Week this year will take place from 26th May – 1st June. The week is used to help increase   

awareness of food allergy in an effort to promote understanding, and ultimately help to protect those at 

risk.  

At Donvale PS, we have a number of students who suffer significantly from food allergies. Whilst, as a 

school, we have active management plans for these students, it is important for all our students to be 

aware of the impact such an allergy may have on someone and what they can do to be mindful and     

considerate of the condition. A simple and effective rule we have at Donvale to minimise the chances of 

any allergic reactions by our allergy sufferers is to not share food. Children are constantly reminded and 

educated about this rule. This includes children bringing along food to share with their classmates in    

celebration of their birthdays. This has now been banned. Another way we support our anaphylactic     

students is to ask our parents to not send along foods that contain nuts in their child’s lunch. With some 

anaphylaxis sufferers, a simple touch of such food can trigger a life threatening reaction. Whilst we are 

not a nut free school, I do ask parents to be considerate in aiming for a nut free lunch for their child. If 

your child has a student in his / her class that suffers from anaphylaxis, you would have been made aware 

of this earlier in the year; strong precautions are taken in these classrooms to support the anaphylactic 

students.   

 

CROSS COUNTRY: Congratulations to all our students who competed in yesterday’s Cross 

Country Trials. With grey skies overhead, the students all managed to do their best through the very  

chilly  conditions that greeted them. Well done to all the students who were successful in making it 

through to the district Cross Country. I know they will do well again and represent Donvale PS proudly. 

Thank you to the staff who all played a part in ensuring the success of the event; it certainly is a very big 

team effort.  A particular big thank you to Mr Hogg for all his planning and preparation – great job Mr 

Hogg!  



And thank you to all our parents who joined us to cheer on the students to the finish line. It was great to 

see you there and have your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL:  A very big thankyou to all our PA parent helpers who supported our 

Mother’s Day stall for the children today.  Buying a lovely gift for their Mum/Grandmother always proves 

to be such a highlight and exciting opportunity for them all.  I know that our mums will all be very    

pleasantly surprised by the wonderful gift choices their children have made for them. 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our wonderful mothers and 

grandmothers. Wishing you a very special day this Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 
 

 

 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

2019 parenting trends you should know  

 

by Michael Grose  

Parenting Ideas always keeps a close eye on parenting trends so we can help keep you ahead of the curve. 

With this in mind Parenting Ideas founder Michael Grose will guide you through eight new parenting 

trends for 2019. 

1. The normalisation of anxiety 

Amazingly, when Australia conducted the first Child and Adolescent Survey of Mental Health and       

Wellbeing in 1998 anxiety wasn’t listed in the list of disorders that impacted kids. It wasn’t on the radar in 

the same way that major depressive disorders and ADHD were. With one in seven Australian kids in the 

4-18 age group experiencing a mental health disorder, it’s fair to say anxiety is on the radar now. 

The last few years have seen the rise in the normalisation of anxiousness across all strands of the       

community. People from all walks of life are talking about it and there’s more knowledge about its     

management. There’s so much to learn and Parenting Ideas have a lot to share about this parenting trend, 

beginning with my managing your child’s anxiety webinar in May. 

2. Unearthing kids’ strengths 

The Positive Psychology movement has been a strong influencer on school wellbeing practices for many 

years, but it’s struggled to have cut-through with parents – until now. The huge success of Professor Lea 

Waters’ book ‘The Strength Switch’ has seen parents start to embrace the strength-based approach with 

their families. 

The holistic nature of this approach appeals to parents who are able to use knowledge of their children’s 

strengths to motivate, boost confidence and better manage their behaviour. We’re thrilled to have     

presented Prof. Lea Waters in her webinar on this topic recently – Switching on your child’s strengths . 

3. Integrating digital technology into family-life 

The rise of digital technology has been biggest game-changer in my three decades in parenting, bringing 

problems to families such as cyber-bullying, online safety and kids’ overuse. We know that parents want 

knowledge and information about children’s digital technology use beyond mere cease and desist tactics 

that many experts present. 

Successful integration of children’s technology use into family-life is trending as a topic. Parents want kids 

to experience the benefits of digital technology, while staying safe. They also want to know how digital 

technology approach can enriching family-life rather than detract from it. 

4. Wellbeing as a way of life, not merely a fad 

The wellness industry has been thriving for years now and it’s beginning to make its mark on families. 

‘Find a balance’, ‘Don’t over do your studies’, ‘Make sure you choose at least one subject you enjoy.’ The 

language kids hear is beginning to reflect the move toward mental health practices as a normal part of life, 

for happiness and wellbeing, and not just for optimal school success. 
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Parents will continue this year to look for the latest research, information and strategies to support the 

mental health and wellbeing of their families. Schools, as a trusted source of information, have a significant 

role to play in educating parents about this trend. 

The rise of digital technology has been biggest game-changer in my three decades in parenting, bringing 

problems to families such as cyber-bullying, online safety and kids’ overuse. We know that parent want 

knowledge and information about children’s digital technology use beyond mere cease and desist tactics 

that many experts present. 

5. Balancing extra-curricular activities 

Has the student extra-curricular activity trend reached its nadir? Has kids’ busyness peaked? For many 

years the benefits of kids being involved in extra-curricular activities has been spruiked, while ignoring the 

cost in terms of overworked kids, frantic parents and stretched family time. 

Now get ready to hear the word ‘balance’ replace the terms ‘benefits’ when extra-curricular activities are 

considered. The potential stresses that student overload can cause on family-life and parent wellbeing is 

now a common concern. In this increasingly competitive educational climate parents are yearning for 

more balance. This year Parenting Ideas well-being expert Dr. Jodi Richardson is conducting a practical 

webinar to help parents strike the right balance between kids’ activity, their mental health and family-life. 

6. Healthy rites of passage  

As a community we’ve struggled for many years to create rites of passage for young people. Once a 

young person’s first job, or their twenty-first birthday were significant markers of maturity, offering a 

sense that they were entering into the adult world. Community changes have largely eradicated these  

traditional markers, which makes it harder for a young person to know when they’ve become an adult. 

There are many healthy ways to recognise a young person’s growing maturity and mark their journey  

into adulthood. Many families are now creating their own to mark events such as the end of primary 

school, the move into the teenage years, and different stages of adolescence. This year Dr. Arne         

Rubenstein will show parents how to create 21st Century rites of passage in a webinar he’s conducting at 

Parenting Ideas. We hope this trend is here to stay. 

7. Understanding the body clock 

Sleep has been high on most school’s ‘must reinforce with parents’ lists for the last few years. And     

rightfully so, as Australian kids haven’t been getting enough of this performance-enhancing, mental    

health-boosting activity. Most sleep messages provided to parents have focused on the development of 

good sleep habits, with regularity and routine being the major strategies. These are slim picking indeed in 

the light of recent sleep findings from the world of neuroscience. 

The 24-hour body clock (circadian rhythm) until now has been thought to regulate feelings of sleepiness 

and wakefulness over a 24-hour period. Recent findings show that the body clock drives the timing for so 

much of our bodily and brain functions as well. Working with the body clock means not only does a child 

or teen get a good night’s sleep, but it also helps them maintain optimum body and mental performance. 

Work against it and not only is their mental health affected but daily tasks are more difficult to perform. 

The most remarkable finding though, is that we can reset our body clocks every day. That’s exciting as 

it’s easier than we first thought for kids to get the proverbial good night’s sleep. It’s a matter of making 

the body clock work with them, rather than against them. 

8. Conversations that influence. 

A decade ago the British did something simple yet profound. Realising that parents needed to converse 

with their kids if they were to influence their behaviour and thinking they conducted a nation-wide    

campaign to encourage parents to regularly share meal times with their children.  
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So successful was this campaign that it saw a significant increase in shared mealtimes, and has been      

attributed to giving back to parents the ability to have influence, which was previously considered to be 

lost, over their children’s behaviour. 

In Australia, parent-child conversations have been promoted as a relationship-builders, rather than ways 

to impact on children’s and young people’s behaviour and thinking. As our world is becoming increasingly 

chaotic and fast changing, parents are once more seeing the benefits of two-way exchanges with children 

about a range of issues. The meal-table, something so central to traditional Australian parenting, and in 

later years somewhat neglected, is now making a comeback. And we’re thrilled about that. 

Awareness of trends influences our work at Parenting Ideas, and we believe it should influence the     

reading and learning of parents. It’s our observation that the most savvy and confident parents are those 

that keep one step ahead rather than always playing catch-up with what children and teenagers are    

thinking and doing. 

 



May 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

   9 

Mother’s Day stall 

10 

13 

2.00-3.00:  Gymnastics for 

Foundation 

14 

Naplan 

15 

Naplan 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog session 

for 2020 Foundation 

11.30-12.15:  Marimba band 

performance at Tunstall Sq 

Kinder 

16 

Naplan 

12.15-1.00:  Marimba band 

performance at Florence 

Ave Kinder 

17 

20 

All day:  Grade 12V & 12G 

excursion to Como House 

2.00-3.00:  Gymnastics for 

Foundation 

21 22 

OPEN DAY  

2.00-3.00:  Gymnastics for 5/6 

 

23 

2.00-3.00:  Kaboom      

percussion incursion for 

whole school 

24 

27 

2.00-3.00:  Gymnastics for 

Foundation 

All day:  Grade 12E & 12H 

excursion to Como House 

28 

11.30-1.30:  District Cross 

Country at Ruffey Lake 

Park for grades 3-6 

29 

2.00-3.00:  Gymnastics for 5/6 

1.00:  Australian Boys choir 

auditions for grade 1/2 

30 

All day:  Winter Round 

Robin for grades 5/6 

31 

Donvale Primary School Open Day: Wednesday 22nd May 2019 

On Wednesday May 22nd all our students will have the opportunity to participate in musical performances 

as we showcase our wonderful musical talent. Please note what time your child is required in the evening and 

arrange for them to be in the designated venue five minutes beforehand, wearing full school uniform. 

Evening Session 

6:00 pm to Classrooms open to All Classrooms 

                                                                                                                             

7.00pm 
School tour   

7.10pm Mandarin performance Senior Building 

7.20pm All Year 1/2 students Senior Building 

7:30pm 
 All Year 3/4 students 

  
Senior Building 

7.40pm 
All year 5/6 students 

  
Senior Building 

7.50pm Marimba Band Senior Building 

8.00pm 
Evening Concludes – we hope you enjoyed 

your visit! 

Day Session 

Time What’s on Where 

9:00 am to 

1:00pm 

School and  

classrooms open 

to visitors 

All Classrooms 

9:30am 
School tours 

begin 
School Office 

10.00am 
Junior choir 

  

Senior Building 

10.10am 
Senior choir 

  

Senior Building 

3.00pm 

Small dance 

group 

(from Years 3/4 

& 5/6) 

Senior Building 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Open Day/Night is just two weeks away now – May 22nd.  

The two choirs will be performing at around 10am in the Senior Building. 

At 3pm a small selection of dance groups will be performing to any parents before pick up time. 

From 7-8pm there will be opportunity for all students to participate in some way if they wish. This is not 

mandatory but provides an option for those who love to perform. 

Students need to be in their school uniform and meet in the Mandarin room at least 5 minutes before the 

scheduled performance. 

 

Marimba Band. Our band will be visiting two local kindergartens next week in order to promote our 

wonderful school. 

 

Kaboom Percussion: Whole School incursion on Thursday May 23rd. 2-3pm in the Senior Building 

 

Australian Boys Choir: Auditions for boys in years 1 and 2. Wednesday May 29th, 1pm. 

Seesaw for Specialists 

Each student in years 1-6 now have a QR code to enable them to upload Portfolio assessments from the 

Specialist Team. Please ensure that you log out of the regular class before logging into the Specialist Class, 

which the four of us share. This term you should see something from P.E., Mandarin, Visual Arts and   

Performing Arts.  If you have any queries or have not yet received the QR code please speak with your 

child’s class teacher or Miss Ellul (who has kindly set all this up for us!). 

Foundation students will have their portfolio work added as a hard copy to their take-home folder. 

Anthea Keep 



LOST 

Black "Spiderman" Garmin watch.  

Was last seen at the canteen area a week or so ago. It has the name 

Dominic on screen. 

If found, please take to Wendy in the office. 

Thank You. 



SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS ... 

MEET OUR PARENT MEMBER SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 
CRAIG COWLEY 

Role: President 

Who: Parent of Cooper currently in Grade 4 & Ella who will be starting at 

Donvale Primary soon. 

Why: I joined the DPS school council to be a more active part of the school 

community & to give back as much as I can. 

I’m an advocate for school funding and the issues that affect various aspects 

of education and our student’s wellbeing. 

Please come & say hello if you see me in the school yard   

 

GEORGE CONDOS 

Role: Vice President, Member of Buildings and Grounds Sub-Committee 

My name is George Condos and I am the father of Tiana in 3/4B. I have been 

a member of School Council since 2015 and am currently Vice President. 

Since joining the DPS community, I have always been keen to help out in any 

way to support the growth of our school. I love the school and am always 

happy to share a laugh and serve our school council, take any feedback, ideas 

and comments from any parent. 

 

LOUISE EAGAN  

Role: Treasurer, Member of Finance Sub-Committee 

Paul and I have two boys. Eddie in Grade 3, and Bobby in Grade 1. 

We’ve lived in Donvale since the boys were babies and we really love our 

school and local community.  I’m thrilled to join the school council this year 

and share my professional skills in office administration and finance I use     

every day in my work life to contribute to our beautiful school. 

I’m looking forward to working with the rest of the school council, making a 

contribution and learning more about how our school runs. 

 

SARAH RUBYTHON 

Role:  Secretary, Member of Education Sub-Committee 

I am proud to join the DPS School Council as a parent member in 2019. My daughter,     

Eleanor Mackintosh, is in 1/2V and our son Oliver will start prep in 2021. I joined School 

Council to get more   involved in the school community. DPS will be such a big part of our 

lives over the next 10 years so this is a way for me to feel connected to what my children 

are doing. I look forward to contributing my knowledge and assistance to the school    

drawing on my past life in the corporate world and present life as a mum.  



NARIS GERALD 

Role: Member of Buildings and Grounds Sub-Committee  

Hello my name is Naris Gerald. I am the lucky parent of Naima (current Vice 

School Captain 5/6R ) and Akeem ( 3/4R ). My family & I migrated to Australia 

from London in 2017.  My children love being at Donvale and despite the        

challenges of integrating in a new school community, I am proud to say that we 

have been made to feel welcome by the school leaders, teachers and parents. 

Hence the reason I decided to be more involved in the School Council so that I 

can continue to support the school community and make other new families    

joining the school feel welcome. One of the things I would like to focus on is to encouraging dads to have 

more opportunities to be involved in the school community, the mums are doing a fabulous job already & 

we need to catch up!!! Thank you for this opportunity to make a difference at DPS.  

 

CHEE LEONG 

Role: Member of Finance Sub-Committee 

Hello everyone, 

I am Chee C Leong. I came from Malaysia about 13 years ago. I have a small family, 

my lovely son (Kingsley M Leong) and understanding wife (Patricia). 

I work as a Principal Structural Engineer in a global consulting firm in the city. I like 

playing badminton and soccer, watching movies and playing games especially    

playing chess and PlayStation games with my son. 

I like living in Australia as I found most people here are friendly, very kind hearted, 

considerate and caring. I am very proud, safe and happy that my son is studying in 

Donvale Primary School with many capable, smart and caring teachers, with very outstanding Principal 

and Assistant Principal we have here. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 

         
Find a reason why each one does not belong 

What 2 of the Foundation Children thought about the Kinder visits: 

Sophia T: 

Playing in the playground with the kinder kids. 

Annabelle S: 

Playing outside with the leaves.  

Our Foundation Students went to visit their Kinder 



Foundation (Preps) 

The majority of Term 2 at Foundation level will see students becoming introduced to more time outside 

when the weather and conditions deem it appropriate. Body movement and fundamental motor skills will 

be an important facet, as students will learn basic ball handling skills that are appropriate to team sports 

such as football and basketball. Students will also take part in gymnastics classes at the nearby DISC after 

lunch on Monday’s where they will participate in a perceptual motor program that will help skills such as 

balance and coordination. Students will also take part in the House Cross Country day, as their first 

whole school event. 

 

Junior School  (Grade 1 & 2) 

Term 2 will see students in the Junior School practicing their fundamental motor skills in relation to team 

sports. They will be required to learn a variety of running, jumping and dodging techniques throughout the 

term, as well as practicing previously learned skills such as catching, throwing and rolling. Classes will be 

shared indoors and outdoors. Students will maximize their time outside when possible to use larger   

spaces. Junior students will also participate in the whole school Cross Country carnival. 

 

Middle School  (Grade 3 & 4) 

This term in the middle school area, students will be working on their cross country skills in each lesson 

leading up to our carnival. Throughout the middle of the term, students will focus on working in team 

sports, covered over large spaces, such as Australian Football and Basketball. This is of great importance 

to the Grade 3 students, who will not have previously participated in the accelerated activities and events 

before. Students will be assessed on their fitness levels towards the end of the term as well. 

 

Senior School (Grade 5 & 6) 

The start of Term 2 will be dedicated to cross country training. The program is aimed at students       

practicing and improving their long distance running skills. Additionally, this will help their results when it 

comes to tracking their fitness results, which will happen near the middle of the term. Students will     

participate in a Winter Sports Round Robin day. Students will have the opportunity to represent the 

school in football, soccer, netball, teeball or volleyball. Additionally, the Grade 5/6 students will participate 

in a 5 week gymnastics course which will be hosted at DISC. 

 

 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 



MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho 

Term 2 LOTE Mandarin Chinese Overviews  

 

FOUNDATION:   

In Term 2, students will be introduced to a new topic on ‘Family’ by developing their number words to 

count family members such as brothers and sisters. Student will be continuously encouraged to develop 

their confidence with speaking more Chinese in a school setting through these topics. They will make a 

special Chinese Mother’s Day Cards for their mothers to celebrate this special day of the year. This term 

two new Chinese songs associated with the topics will be taught as part of class room activities such as 

‘Two Tigers Song’. Topic related number and family memory games will be played as part of class        

activities as well.  

 

YEAR 1/2:  

In Term 2, students will extend their knowledge of countries, people and flags learned in Term 1 to     

Self-introduction consolidating their oral skills and being able to say the names, age, relationship and    

nationalities of their immediate family members. They will learn a new song called ‘Xiao Xing Xing’ the 

Chinese version of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. 

  

YEAR 3/4:  

Students will extend their knowledge of Chinese days of the week, months of the year learned and    

practiced in Term 1 to their birthdays, being able to say when and where they were born as part of their 

self-introduction video production. They will also learn the basic elements of Chinese tones, production 

and Pinyin, the phonetic system of Chinese. A new song called ‘Molihua’, Jasmin Flower Song, will be 

taught this term. 

 

YEAR 5/6: 

Students will be introduced to a new topic on ‘Chinese Food’ exploring different authentic foods        

currently being consumed in the different area of China. They will have a chance to make their own 

dumplings at school to cook and eat at the end of this topic. How exciting! Students will also learn      

second ten short Chinese phrases as ‘My first 20 Chinese phrases’. A new song called ‘Ru guo kai xin’, 

which is the Chinese version of ‘If you are happy, then clap your hands’, will be taught this term.  
 

谢谢(Xie xie / Thank you)    



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

Term 2 in the Art Room 

Activities 

This term is all about texture and form. We are being inspired by tropical fish and birds to create both 

collage and clay pieces. Students have a session to draw from ‘observation’ where they sketch ideas from 

clips of these creatures in their natural habitats. 

Foundation students then create textured colourful collage puppets, year 1/2 a bright collaged             

underwater scene and year 3/4 a hanging collage fish sculpture which also incorporates symmetry. Our 

year 5/6 level is focusing on brightly textured bird collages.  

Our clay unit develops modelling skills and furthers understandings of texture and form. We will witness 

our collages transformed into clay as initial sketches and inspirations are revisited and reworked. Clay 

skills used are a mixture of flat building, surface decoration, pinch pots and free build. All models will be 

brightly painted upon completion.  

Exhibitions 

As the lunchtime mini art show was postponed last term, we will be holding two shows in the art room 

in term 2, both year 1/2 and 3/4. Students, staff and families are all invited to come along. Details          

regarding who and when will be posted in Snippets closer to the dates.  

Ms. Deb De Stefanis  

Visual Arts Teacher 

Vote for Donvale 

primary 

As part of Education Week, Donvale Primary has been invited to participate in 

an exhibition at Stockland The Pines. The theme ‘Celebrating Careers’ has 

influenced our art work which features self-portraits from a selection of our 

students. Shoppers can vote for their favourite work. Winning school will 

receive a $1,000 Officeworks Gift Card. 

Artwork Competition 

The Pines 

19-26 May 

VOTE FOR DONVALE! 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

 

 

Performing Arts Term 2 
This term is a particularly busy one! 

Next week the Marimba Band will be visiting some local Kindergartens. The band members are excited 

about “Going on the Road” to share their talent.  

Wednesday May 22 is our annual OPEN DAY with an evening session as well. Both the Junior and Senior 

choirs will be performing during the day, along with a selection of dance groups from years 3-6. In the 

evening all students are able to participate in a showcase of things we have been doing in the Performing 

Arts program. 

Thursday May 23 the whole school is looking forward to an incursion entitled “Kaboom Percussion” 

where we will be introduced to ideas of sound-making using all kinds of materials. Some classes will be 

following this up with their own creations and notating their rhythms. 

Wednesday May 29 any boys in Year 1/2 are welcome to audition for the Australian Boys Choir. 

 

Overview for this term: 

Foundation: Continuing to learn about Beat, Pitch and Dynamics as well as naming our classroom        

instruments. Songs will include topics of Safety and People who help us. 

Year 1/2: Learning the difference between Rhythm and Beat, Pitch and Melody and singing songs from 

Long Ago. 

Year 3/4: Learning how to read musical notes and symbols, play chords on the ukulele and sing traditional 

Australian songs. 

Year 5/6: Discovering the history of Australian Music, from Aboriginal to current day performers. They 

will also develop their skills on the ukulele and create a percussive piece in groups. 

We look forward to sharing some of our talent with you! 

Anthea Keep 



Program News from Donvale OSHClub 

Hello to all families at Donvale PS. 
 
Term 2 is running super-fast, we have already completed 2 fun-filled weeks! 
 
 
Program update  
 
The upgrades on the OSHC room are now almost finalised, based on the feedback and suggestions we received from families. 
We have added a new home corner and music corner into our room. Children can use the computer, but only to do homework. 
They must also sign in and out when they use it.  
 
In the music corner we have added different musical instruments which give children a sense of exploration, encourage            
self-expression, improve listening and auditory skills and develop hand/eye coordination. 
 
 
Our water saving project is almost over so for the next few weeks, our focus will be making  a “Yoga poster”. We will be talking 
about and sharing the benefits of Yoga among children at our catch up meetings. Children have really liked the new game called 
“Yoga cards” and have started following the yoga poses from that. 
 
In our healthy section, Mint is proving very popular and children have started drinking mint water from our water station. 
 
We will be using Black chickpea sprouts (sprouted in the service) as an added snack for children in our salad platter, specially 
tossed with onion, and some herbs. 
 
Community Help 
 
Many thanks to Elaine Buszko (one of our OSHClub parents) for teaching children the importance of Doctors and for showing 
them how to use a stethoscope and how to check ears and mouth for any infection.  She also set up scenarios where children 
pretended to be a patient and doctor and then guided them through how to put a cast on a broken arm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On the 9th & 10th of May, Warrandyte Road Early Learning Centre & Kindergarten will be holding their annual bake sale to raise 
money for Brighter Futures.  Funds raised will provide children with access to school and learning supplies, as well as food and 
health supplies for their family.  
 
To support this OSHClub will be baking cookies and muffins with children which will be donated to Warrandyte Kinder. We will 
also be attending this event.  
 
If you wish to donate any food such as muffins, cakes, biscuits or chocolates, please let us know and make sure the ingredients 
are all shown on a label attached to your donation. 
 
 

Feedback & Community table   
 
If you haven’t filled in our questionnaire on program philosophy, we would greatly appreciate it as this helps us to improve our 
service and include your voice in our program. 
 
 

We Need You!   
 
If you have any spare time and skills you would like to share with us, please come in and talk to the Coordinator or our Staff. We 
are looking for volunteers who can show us some tips and tricks on any of the following activities:  
 
- Sewing  
- Gardening 
- Basic First aid teaching to children  
- Cross-stitching  
- Woodwork  
- Pottery  
- Dancing  
 
and any other skills you would love to share with us. Thank you in advance. 



Activities 
 
Our focus over the next couple of weeks will be Ramadan celebrations (cultural awareness), Shaving cream painting, baking 
muffins for a cause, Mother’s Day activities and Mosaic art. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443  
 
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au   
 
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo   
Assistant: Clare Bullow  
 
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts:  1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au   
 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au  
 
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone     
number or email. 

               Birthday Wishes To 
Steven L, Brandon Y, Joseph B, Catherine C, Jasmine B, Oscar L, Xavier S, Eva 

G, Olivia T 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 9th to the 23rd May 

mailto:donvale@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Mother’s Day stall helpers  

Many thanks to all the helpers that sorted/priced and sold items 

in our Mothers’ Day stall on Thursday this week.  All the sales go 

towards supporting our school fundraising efforts whilst also 

making some special women in our lives feel loved. 

$1 RECESS TREATS 
There will be Hot Chocolate and      

Popcorn available in the Canteen this 
FRIDAY for $1 each 

Entertainment book 
Entertainment books are still available for purchase at 

the front office.  You can also opt to receive an on-line 

package that saves you having to carry the vouchers 

around with you.  Just remember to nominate Donvale 

Primary School as the recipient of your fundraising   

dollars at the checkout. 

Election BBQ 
Still lots of helpers needed to fill the shifts 

on Saturday the 18th May. The stall will be 

selling delicious egg and bacon rolls from 

the start of polling at 8am (until sold out) 

and from then on it will be sausages in 

bread. 

Cake Stall 
We will be running a cake stall alongside the election BBQ stand.  We 

are looking for cakes/slices/biscuits/sweet or savoury treats that we can 

sell on the day.  This is very popular amongst our local community. 

Please keep an eye out for a plastic plate coming home in your eldest 

child’s school bag with an ingredients label, bag and tie.  Please return 

your sweet/savoury treats to the school office by the afternoon of     

Friday 17th May so that we may sort and price the items ready for sales 

on Saturday morning. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


Meal Deal 

The first meal deal for term 2 will be held on 

Friday the 31st May.  Keep an eye on your 

child’s bag for a flyer coming home soon. 

Save the date 

The next Parents’ Association meeting will be help on Monday the 

27th May at 8pm in the school staffroom.  All welcome. 

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN  

We have a box at Devon 

Plaza.   



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  



We are proud and excited to have some of our students participating in the 2019 Victorian State Schools 
Spectacular: Made of Stars  

The Spectacular brings together government school communities from across Victoria. Fittingly, this 
year’s theme, Made of Stars, will feature a galaxy of out-of-this-world performances showing that these 
students are made of star stuff.  

The three-hour live show – involving music, dance, skateboarding and circus arts – will be performed to 
an audience of around 12,000 people at Melbourne Arena on Saturday 14 September over two shows at 
1pm and 6:30pm. 

Talented Victorian students will feature on stage, while many other students will work behind the scenes, 
gaining unique, on-the-job, professional experience.  

The Spectacular is a creative vision of industry professionals including Creative Director Neill Gladwin, 
Musical Director Chong Lim AM, Dance Director Deon Nuku, (Scooby Doo, Happy Feet, Moulin Rouge) 
and Associate Dance Director Yvette Lee, (Dancing with the Stars, X-Factor Australia, Australia’s Got   
Talent and So You Think You Can Dance). 

For a fun, family entertainment experience, and to cheer on our students from the audience, be quick to 
secure tickets when they go on sale at 9am Wednesday 12 June via www.ticketek.com.au/spectacular 

Adult:                           $40 

Child Under 15:           $20 

Concession:                $30 

Buy 10 tickets and get one adult ticket free (the 11th ticket is free) by calling Group Bookings on 1300 364 
001. 

 

http://www.ticketek.com.au/spectacular

