
Our commitment to child safety  
 

Donvale Primary School is committed to child safety.  

We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all children, as well as our 

staff and volunteers.  

We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very        

seriously and consistently with our robust policies and procedures. 

We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our organisation is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and 

reducing these risks.  

Our organisation has robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. 

Our organisation is committed to regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse 

risks.  

We support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the      

cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from culturally and/or linguistically 

diverse backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and 

volunteers to achieve these commitments.  

If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  

 

For further information, our school’s Child Safe Policy is available for viewing on our school website and 

via the link below.  

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/school-info/policies/ 

 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Child-safe-policy-2018.pdf 
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 National Day of Action Against Bullying – March 15: Schools across Australia are being 

called to get involved and take action the ninth National Day of Action against bullying and Violence 

(NDA) on Friday 15th March 2019. Donvale PS is again this year participating in this action day where 

we work to empower our students to part of the solution in ensuring that bullying behaviours do not 

occur at our school. As a community, our strong focus is to always provide a safe environment for   

everyone. Building up towards March 15th and on this day, teachers will be working with their students 

in continuing to build their knowledge and understanding of bullying behaviours and consequences such 

behaviours can have on people. Students will have the opportunity to lead their own action ideas and / 

or participate in a series of activities which may include role play and poster making.  Students will also 

be engaged in discussion around online bullying and online safety. Celebrations of this learning will take 

place during our assembly on March 15th. Hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resilience Project Parent Forum:   March 6
th

 2019 

A reminder that the team from the ‘Resilience Project’ will be at the school on March 6th presenting a 

Parent Forum to members of our community. Martin presented a very engaging, interactive and        

informative session on how children can work towards developing their resilience. Gratitude, kindness 

and mindfulness were all behaviours that were explored by the children during the session.  

The presentation will take place in the Senior building from 7.00 – 8.30pm. This is a ‘must be there’ 

event so I hope that you are able to fit this time into you busy schedule.  

 

The Resilience Project: The Resilence Project is well underway now at Donvale Primary School. 

The students, on Tuesday this week, participated in their student session facilitated by Martin Heppell 

from the Resilience Project.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



School Council Elections:  

On Monday, I called for nominations for both the Parent and DET categories for School Council. Parent 

School Councillors whose terms expire at this election are as follows:  

George Condos 

Leanne Maguire 

Cassandra Buckle 

Evan Raftopoulos vacates his position after 12 months thus leaving a 12 month casual vacancy which also 

is available to any interested member of our parent community.  

 

At Donvale PS we are fortunate in having a very proactive School Council who works supportively with 

the school’s leadership to provide the best possible education outcomes for our students. School    

Councils play a key role in all schools and the role of School Councillor can be a very rewarding         

experience. It’s a great way to get involved and have a real say in what your school is doing for its       

students. If you are considering standing for election, you can either nominate yourself or be nominated 

by someone who is eligible for the same category as you wish to stand for. More information about the 

School Council and the roles and responsibilities that it involves, are available at the office. 

The timeline for the School Council Election is set out below: 

Mon 25th Feb:  Notice of election and call for nominations 

Thurs 28th Feb: School Council Meeting for 2017 School Council 

Mon 4th March: Closing date for nominations 

Wed 6th March: Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted 

Tues 12th March: Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed 

Tues 19th March: Close of ballot 

Tues 19th March: Vote count and ballot declared 

Thurs 28th March: AGM & first School Council Meeting of 2018 School Council 

If you are interested in becoming a School Councillor and proactively and positively contributing to our 

wonderful school, I strongly encourage you to nominate. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 

any queries regarding School council and the process of nomination and election. 

 

Leadership Badge Presentation:   On Friday 15th February, we welcomed Ryan Smith MP to our  

Assembly to officially present the leaders across our school with their badges. This is a terrific way to 

acknowledge and celebrate this achievement of all of 

our student leaders. 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

School Captains: Indi M and Jamie Z 

School Vice- Captains: Naema G and Connor P 



House Captains and Vice Captains 

 

Environmental Class Captains and Environmental Leaders: 

 

Marimba Band Captain: James T   5/6T and Lexie W 5/6T 

Senior Choir Captain:   Jasmine B   3/4B and Emily B  5/6T  

Junior Choir Captain: Kaitlyn B 3/4G and Maya P 3/4 G   

Art Captains: Olivia T  5/6T  and  Emily M 5/6R 

 

Miss Trend Cheer Squad: Last Sunday, two of our students (Indi and Charlotte) had the wonderful 

opportunity of running out onto the footy field with Miss Trend and the North Melbourne AFLW team 

as part of the North Melbourne vs Melbourne game. The day was made even more exciting when the 

North Melbourne team produced their fourth win for the season thus remaining undefeated! I feel      

extremely proud not only for watching a DPS teacher running out onto the oval, but now watching two 

of our students! Just fantastic. A very big thank you to Miss Trend and the North Melbourne Football 

Club for facilitating this opportunity for Indi and Charlotte and respective families. Thank you also to the 

Grant family who very generously donated to the school as part of a Trivia Night prize last year.  

Some words from Ineka Grant (Indi’s mum) in describing the experience is as follows… 

Indi and Charlotte were super excited (and a teeny bit nervous) about running on the ground with Captain Emma Kearney and 

Miss Trend! However, they got over the nerves pretty quick and had such an incredible time cheering Miss Trend and the team to 

victory! 

It was worth every penny to see the girls so happy and so wonderful for Indi’s confidence. 

Miss Trend sets a great example for young girls. Through her actions and positivity, she demonstrates that girls can do anything 

they put their minds to. 

  Captain Captain Vice-Captain Vice-Captain 

Grevillea Darcy B Amelia S Nathan G Ruby Y 

Waratah Lucas C Allie E Noah L Bani K 

Banksia Jake F Jessica B James K Charlotte M 

Acacia Lachlan M Lexie W Sam F Aynaz K 

Grade Captain Leader 

1/2G Ruben C Matthew. M (5/6T) 

1/2H Scarlett L Vedika. B (5/6R) 

1/2E Emily L Harrison. S (5/6W) 

1/2V Eleanor M Brooke. H (3/4 R) 

3/4G Cooper C Christopher. B (5/6W) 

3/4 DT Kade W Oliver. M (3/4R) 

3/4B Kingsley L Eleanor. C (3/4G) 

3/4R Ruby D Emily F. (3/4R) 

5/6R Lucas M   

5/6T Robyn S   

5/6W Max Donaldson   



Little sisters Clementine and Lucy had a ball too and were sad for the day to end! 

 

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Preventing childhood bullying 
by Michael Grose 

Childhood bullying is an insidious behaviour that thrives on secrecy and adult acquiescence. 

The recent efforts by a father in Ohio, USA to hold his child accountable for bullying is commendable, 

even if the technique he used is questionable. 

Matt Cox insisted that his ten year daughter walk eight kilometres each way to school for three days   

after she was banned from the school bus for bullying. 

He posted a film of her walking to school on social media, which has drawn over 15 million viewers. 

Cox’s actions have drawn mixed responses from parents and professionals alike. 

Let’s look at the filming and posting of a disciplinary measure to social media first. It’s a firm belief of the 

Parenting Ideas team that discipline works best when it’s a private matter between parents and their    

children, and not something shared with others. 

Relationship restoration is a key strategy used by many Australian schools that’s proving successful in 

changing bullying behaviour. Increasingly, kids who bully are expected to face up to their victims in safe, 

teacher-lead meetings. 

 

Keep discipline private 

Many kids feel uncomfortable when even their close family are aware of the discipline they are            

experiencing. The posting of the film on social media borders on the realms of humiliation, which       

probably wasn’t this father’s intention. Imagine thirty years ago if Cox’s parents had filmed an act of     

discipline involving their son and screening it as a short in movie theatres across the country. There 

would have been a public outcry about this invasion of privacy. Now thanks to social media posting of   

private matters is the new normal, which often goes unquestioned. 

Parents should be encouraging their children to think very carefully before they post anything on social 

media as once the genie is out of the bottle it can’t be put back. This video could well come back to 

haunt his daughter in the years to come. 

Being accountable 

It’s laudable that this father wants to hold his daughter accountable for her actions rather than dismiss the 

behaviour as minor, or ‘just one of those things that happen.’ Too often parents excuse their children’s 

poor behaviour, or simply don’t take it seriously enough. 

This father backed the actions of the bus driver, which were presumably endorsed by the school. Parent 

inaction over children’s inappropriate behaviour is a common frustration for many teachers and principals 

so I suspect knowledge of this dad’s actions would have been greeted by high fives by most of the staff at 

the girl’s school. 

Reflection is a pre cursor to behaviour change so the fact that she walked to school gave her plenty of 

time to ponder on her actions. However this type of punishment doesn’t generally lead to a reduction in 

bullying in the long-term. 
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Restore relationships 

Relationship restoration is a key strategy used by many Australian schools that’s proving successful in 

changing bullying behaviour. Increasingly, kids who bully are expected to face up to their victims in safe, 

teacher-lead meetings. They are required to recall their actions and account for their behaviour. They 

also hear first hand the impact that their behaviour has had on the person they bullied, which is usually 

very confronting. This restorative justice method promotes real accountability as kids are expected to 

make amends in some way for the hurt that they have brought to the other person. 

Research shows that many children who bully generally don’t identify with the impact of bullying, so   

hearing first hand how their behaviour impacts on others is more likely to create some empathy, and 

hopefully, a decrease in bullying. 

Like any behaviour change method, restorative justice doesn’t work all the time. It needs to be applied in 

a calm, respectful way and it requires the support of the families of all children involved. This restorative 

justice method is less about seeking vengeance (‘you’ll get your come uppance’) and more about seeking 

justice for the person who is bullied (“do you feel safe and also that you’ve been heard?”) and achieving 

behavioural change from the child who bullies. 

Use the restorative approach at home 

Parents can practise this restorative approach in their families by encouraging a child to make amends if 

they’ve upset or been nasty to a brother or sister. ‘You mess up relationships, you make up relationships’ is a 

fabulous way for kids to take ownership of their anti-social behaviours. Again, to be effective this method 

needs to be carried out in a safe, calm manner at a time when children and teenagers are likely to listen. 

Childhood bullying requires a zero tolerance approach from parents, teachers and coaches if it is to be 

stamped out. The approach taken needs to be respectful to everyone involved; aimed at achieving justice 

and maintaining personal safety rather than seeking vengeance and gaining pay back; and stay firmly in the 

private rather public domain. 



 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

March 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

Grade 5/6 Life Education 

7.00-8.30pm:  The Resilience 

Project Parent Evening 

7 

All day:  Summer Round 

Robin for Grades 5/6 

8 

Incursion for Foundation to 

grade 2:  Healthy Harold 

11 

Labour Day - Public Holiday 

12 

Incursion for Grade 3 & 4:  

Healthy Harold 

13 

 

 

14 15 

School Photos 

National Day ’Action Against 

Bullying’   (Special assembly) 

18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

Hot Dog Meal Deal Day 

22 

25 26 27 

 

28 

All day:  Summer Round 

Robin for Grades 5/6 

 





GENERAL 

Reminders from the office: 
SCHOOL CHARGES 

School charges are now due for 2019.  If you would like to discuss your financial options or set up a    

personalised payment plan, please call Sandy in the office for assistance. 

 

STUDENT BANKING - Commonwealth Bank 

Student banking gets processed on a Monday.  Books are returned to the classroom.   

Information packs are available if you want your child to participate.   

 

CLASSROOM CUISINE 

As a lunch option for students, classroom cuisine is available on a Monday and Wednesday.  

Orders are placed online.  For more information go to 
www.classroomcuisine.com.au 

 

SICK BAY 

The school has a sick bay and a number of Level 2 First-Aid trained Staff. The school is 

not equipped to look after students who are sent to school already unwell or re-dress 

old wounds.  Sick bay is simply there to deal with children who fall ill or are injured 

during the course of the day. 

We would like to remind all families of their responsibilities in regards to their sick children. If your child 

is ill or has been ill, please be responsible and do not send them to school until they are fully recovered. 

Too often students present themselves at the sick bay, quite unwell and on investigation, indicate that 

they have been away sick or were ill in the morning but the parent/carer decided to send them along, 

hoping they would improve or be alright. This is not fair to your child and not fair to us.  These students 

need to be cared for by their parents.  Thank you for your cooperation in regards this matter. 

 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

If your child has to take medication during school hours, a medication authority form has to be filled out. 

Forms are at the office as well as on the website.  Any medication that comes to school has to 

be kept at the office and not with the student (except ventolin). 

Please note:  Wherever possible, medication should be scheduled outside the school hours, e.g.      

medication required three times a day is generally not required during a school day:  it can be taken 

before and after school and before bed. 

Asthmatics should have their medication with them at all times. 

Anaphylactic students have their medication kept at the office in their named individual bags. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

The beginning of the year, when your children are looking great in their new school uniforms is the time 

to make sure they are clearly named.  Lost property items are located in the small passage outside the         

OshClub Room in Building A and Building B has a tub at the top of the ramp outside the door. 



PARKING 

We are asking all parents to please obey the parking rules around the school and 

also be very mindful of not parking across neighbour’s driveways.  All surrounding 

streets are 40km.  Our drop off zone area is one way only.  Enter via Argyle 

Street and exit via Cerberus/Elata Street.  The drop off zone is not a parking   

area.  No parent is to leave their vehicle or sit idle for any length of time.  We 

need to keep this area flowing, if you sit idle the cars trying to enter will be backed up and this is        

frustrating for parents  trying to enter the zone.  As you exit the driveway, there is a STOP sign.  Please 

look out for children and parents crossing the driveway.  Please do not let your children exit or enter 

your vehicle on the traffic side. 

Our children’s safety and wellbeing is absolutely paramount at all times.   

 

STUDENT ABSENCE 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please either enter your child’s absence on Compass or 

leave a message on our absence line. Compass will automatically send you a message of an unexplained 

absence if we have not heard from you. 

FROM THE STUDENTS - Our day on the footy field ... 

Sunday 24th March at Casey Fields with Miss Trend. 

On Sunday the 24th of March, I headed to Casey Fields with my family and friend, Charlotte to watch the 

North Melbourne AFLW side. 

Charlotte and I were lucky enough to run out with Miss Trend and her North Melbourne team mates. It 

was so exciting and a great experience.  Charlotte and I loved being a mini footballer for the day. 

Indi, 34G 

 



THE RESILIENCE  PROJECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 26th February, Martin Heppell from The Resilience 

Project visited Donvale Primary School.   Students were given 

the opportunity to participate in an introductory session that 

focussed on gratitude, empathy/kindness and mindfulness. The 

session provided students with insight into why positive mental 

health is important and various strategies to assist in supporting 

this. 

Martin introduced us to Jeremy, a friend of his who battled  

various illnesses daily but  remained grateful for what he had. 

We then went on to discuss what we were grateful for.       

Students were excited to get involved with this concept of   

gratitude in pointing to what they’re grateful for and saying “Disssss!” (a fun way of saying ’this’). We 

were encouraged to take this idea home and point to our loved ones or various items and say ‘Dissss!’ to 

show our gratitude. 

Next, Martin introduced the concept of kindness. We were asked to say thank-you to  people around 

the room using a hug or a fist bump to demonstrate our appreciation for others. Students were smiling 

from ear-to-ear as exchanges of kindness filled the room. 

To finish the session, Martin demonstrated how dance, music and laughter improve our emotional state. 

Students danced to music and were able to physically feel the benefits of these strategies.  

You are invited to our Parent Information Night, where Martin will 

provide you with strategies to support positive mental health and 

wellbeing practices at home. It will also be a fantastic opportunity to 

clarify any questions and involve the community in this new program. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



Program Update 

Hello to all our families :-) 

  

Most of you should be aware by now of all the new things that have been added in the Service program room of OSHclub. Last week’s 

newsletter talked about these new additions that we have set-up or implemented in our room- don't miss to read it. 

  

  

Child Portfolios 

I am happy that the children have now started using their portfolios and are utilising them with their own crafts, pictures, writing,      

scribbling and pasting. Some children are even having drawing competitions between friends. I would love to congratulate all the children 

who have achieved there 5 stickers in their portfolio and have received a small token of a gift from OSHclub staff. 

  

Sustainability 

 Garden Bed 

 We have started working on this and last week some of the children had the opportunity to sew carrot and marigold seeds. We also 

planted our some mint herb in the garden bed. We can’t wait to watch our seeds grow. 

  

Recycle bucket 

 I am again requesting families if they can please provide recycle material like a tissue box, kitchen roll, cereal boxes, plastic bottles,   

strawberry plastic box etc, so children can utilise these in different craft activities. 

  
Community help 

Thanks to the families and Mrs Cheesman (Office Manager DPS) in providing used colour pencils, rulers, erasers, crayons etc. It would 

appreciated if any families could please donate such materials to us so that we can help people in need. 

  

I will be delivering the entire collection to Warrandyte Kinder garden by 29th March 2019. 

  

Feedback & community table 

 So that we can always seek to improve in what we can do and offer to the children at OSCH, any feedback from you is very much       

appreciated. We have placed a feedback and suggestion book on the table outside the service. Please don’t hesitate to offer any construc-

tive suggestions for our improvement.  Our focus is to always provide the children with a fun and caring environment. 

  

New food snacks added to the program: 

Banana bread, Chicken flavour noodles, Jaffles, Cheese toasties, Yogurt with berries in ice cream cones, Mixed sandwiches. 

If you have any suggestion or would love to share a recipe with us, please feel free to meet one of our staff members. 

  

  

We need You 

  

If you have any spare time and some skills you would like to share with us, please talk to the Coordinator or our Staff! 

We are looking for someone who can show us some tips and tricks in: 

  

- Sewing             - Cross- stitching 

- Wood work     - Pottery 

- Dancing 

 and any other skill you would love to share with us :-) 

  

 Activities 

 We will be doing loads of fun activities this week as well as next week such as Scratchy art, Paper kites, painting butterflies, pom-poms, 

shaving cream painting, beading, Stencil art and lots of more fun!!! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443 

  

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au 

  

Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo  Assistants: Clare Bullow 

  

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts contact:  1300 395 735 &  oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au 

  

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone number or email. 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Success 

 

Thanks to the enormous effort of all our BBQ  
volunteers we raised over $1000 on Sunday, 

which will go towards upgrading the iPads for the 
junior school class rooms. 

 

            $1 RECESS TREATS 
 

                                   There will be fruity icy tubes and popcorn 

                                          at the Canteen this FRIDAY for $1 each  

 

 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
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               Birthday Wishes To 
Abigail O, Amelie Y, Natalie S, Jorja L, Tiana C, Tiffany L, Chloe C,                 

Nandini P, Kade W, Jake M 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 1st to 14th March 

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  



Burnt Bridge News agency (Maroondah Highway        

Croydon) is looking to run a small football card promotion.  

Donvale Reserve, Noonan Way 

Saturday April 27 @ 9.30am 
Eligible for all kids born between 2010 – 2014 

Registration www.aflauskick.com.au/register (enter 3111,     

Donvale Magpies) 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register

