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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
Well the end of the school year has arrived! It seems just like yesterday that I was writing the final
newsletter for the year and here it is again, another school year which has seemingly just flown by. 2018
has been another busy but rewarding year where Donvale PS has continued to provide outstanding
learning opportunities for its students. I’m always proud of our students and their achievements and this
year is no exception. Our student outcomes across the school have been outstanding; this is such an
acknowledgement of the work of our staff and community overall and such a gratifying way to conclude
our four-year Strategic Plan.
This year, we say goodbye to two of our staff members; Mrs Alanna Hodgens and Mrs Christine
Hemsley. Mrs Hodgens will be retiring after 40 years in Education. During her 28 years at Donvale PS,
Mrs Hodgens has been an outstanding teacher having made a huge impact on the learning of all the
students who have had the good fortune of being in her care. She will be missed however, I know that
she is very much looking forward to some travel and relaxation with family and friends. Thank you Mrs
Hodgens - enjoy your retirement!
Mrs Hemsley is leaving us to spend more time with her family. I know that this has been a tough decision
for Mrs Hemsley who is such a dedicated teacher and has just loved her time with us at Donvale PS. We
too have loved having her on our staff and getting to know her during the short time she has been with
us. I thank Mrs Hemsley very much for all her hard work during this year and wish her and her family
well.
On behalf of the Donvale PS community, I would like to wish our leaving staff members all the very best
as they embark on their new ventures and thank them for their time and commitment to their roles at
Donvale PS.
Up until the end of last week, we also thought that we would be saying goodbye to Miss Jess Trend. Well
the good news is that we will now not be saying goodbye to Miss Trend at the end of the year. As you
can see in our 2019 Staff List below, Miss Trend and Mrs Dickson will be grade sharing a year 3 / 4
class next year. Due to commitments Mrs Dickson now has with her Church group, her teaching role at
Donvale PS will be part time. I am very pleased to say that we can now have both these wonderful teachers continue in our school into next year.
As mentioned in previous newsletters, next year we will be welcoming two teachers to our school – Mrs
Michelle Rassias and Mrs Ali Hillman. We welcome back Mrs Rassias who will be one of our year 3/4
teachers as well as taking up a Literacy leadership role in the school. Mrs Hillman will be working in the
Year 1/2 area. Please ensure that you welcome them both to our school should you have the opportunity. We also have appointed two new Education Support staff members who will be working as Teacher
Aides in the two Foundation classrooms. Please welcome Mrs Anne Ognenis and Tina Cheung.

This morning all our students had the opportunity to meet with their teachers for 2019 and be in their
classrooms with their classmates for the first time in readiness for the new year. This is a very exciting
time for all our students and teachers as we look forward to 2019 and the development of new and
positive relationships. Thank you to all the staff for their support in developing the class structures for
next year. As I’m sure you can appreciate, this is a very difficult and time consuming process with many
considerations having to be taken into account. I would appreciate the respect from parents that the
decisions are final.
Congratulations to our newly elected 2019 School Captains and Vice Captains – Indi, Jamie, Naima and
Connor. A special handover ceremony will be taking place at tomorrow’s final assembly for the year. I am
very much looking forward to working with these outstanding students next year. Thank you to our
outgoing School Captains and Vice Captains – Vienna, Jesse, Ruby and Hamish. They have been exemplary
role models and leaders during their time in the roles. I know they will continue to be great students and
stand up leaders as they make their way to secondary school.
We send all our best wishes to our Year 6 students who leave us this year to continue their educational
journey into the secondary sector. Tuesday evening’s Graduation ceremony was a wonderful event
where we had the opportunity to recognise and acknowledge all their achievements. It is always a very
proud time for both parents and staff. A very big thank you to Mr Reiter, Mr Tapper, Mrs Hemsley and
Mrs Collins for their hard work in planning and organising the ceremony. Thank you to the parent
helpers, particularly Lisa Cooper, Kate Hollyoak-Smith, Jacinta Reed, Donna Moulton and Kylie Glover
for all their amazing support in helping with the planning and preparations. A very big thank you to Tam
Smith who once again has helped us out with the choreography of the student performances. We are
extremely fortunate to have someone as skilled and talented as Tam joining us each year to support us
with this. Thank you also Jenny Raftopoulos, as our official photographer on the night making sure that
the special moments were captured for our students and families to enjoy. Thank you also to all the staff
who were officially involved in the ceremony; Mr McKinlay, Mrs Keep, Mrs De Stefanis, Mr Kho, Mr
Hogg, Mr Garcia and Mr Gordon and thank you to all the staff of Donvale PS who were in attendance
during the evening in support of the students. Congratulations to all our Year 6 students whom just
shone on the stage. To all the graduates, please make sure you don’t forget us. Come and visit us when
you get the chance next year. We would love to see you again and hear how you are going.
Next year, I am pleased to announce that we will not only be continuing with our Visual Arts, Performing
Arts, Physical Education and Mandarin Language Specialist Programs - all with dedicated specialist
teachers and all outstanding programs but we will also be introducing ICT as a specialist subject.
Alongside teaching PE, Mr Hogg will also be our specialist ICT teacher where he will make use of our
Computer Lab and provide up to date access to computer technologies to all our students which also
includes the use of iPads and other devices across all year levels. Our Science and Sustainability program
will step up with a more structured and community inclusive approach implemented. Stay tuned for more
on this early in the new year. Mr Ian McKinlay (Assistant Principal) will again be full time out of a class
where one of his responsibilities will be to continue to implement the very successful Literacy
intervention support program. This program provides another level of support for our junior students
who require some more intensive learning to allow them to achieve outcomes expected of them for their
year level.
We will have 13 classes next year with our class sizes remaining low across the school - average class
size of 21 students – this is outstanding! We will remain with the teaching structure we introduced this
year of six 50 minute classes each day. This ensures that each class will have a weekly specialist lesson.

Please see below for our daily 2019 schedule….
Session 1:

9.00 – 9.50am

Session 2:

9.50 – 10.40am

Recess:

10.40 – 11.10am

Session 3:

11.10 – 12.00pm

Session 4:

12.00 – 12.50pm

Lunch:

12.50 – 1.50pm

Session 5:

1.50 – 2.40pm

Session 6:

2.40 -3.30pm

We are certainly continuing with our forward direction in building Donvale PS. With your ongoing
support, this forward direction will continue into 2019 and beyond as we participate in our School
Review and develop our next four year Strategic Plan.
I would like to finish off my final Snippets Principal’s Report for 2018 by sending out a huge thank you to
all the staff of Donvale PS. They are an outstanding team of people who work tirelessly to provide the
best they can for the students. Their commitment and dedication to the students is just tremendous. I
thank them for their support and a wonderful year!
Thank you also to our community for another terrific year. We have continued to work together to
ensure that our children are provided with wonderful learning experiences that will set them up for life!
I wish all our families a very safe, healthy and happy holiday break. I look forward to seeing you all again in
the New Year.
Best Wishes

Lena Clark
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Mon/Tue/Wed
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Foundation (FH)

Emma Farrington

FT

1/2V

Jayde Valentine

FT

1/2H

Ali Hillman

FT

1/2E

Jacki Ellul

FT

1/2G

Nicki Geary

FT

3/4 R

Michelle Rassias

FT

3/4DT

Meagan Dickson

Mon/Thurs/Fri

Jess Trend

Tues/Wed

Christian Garcia

FT

MIDDLE SCHOOL

3/4G
3/4B

Tasmin Brown
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FT

5/6R
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FT

5/6W

Chelsea Wernert

FT

5/6T

Jonathan Tapper

FT

Visual Arts

Deb DeStefanis

Wed/Thur/Fri

LOTE (Mandarin)

Rock Kho

Wed/Thur/Fri

Physical Education

Michael Hogg

Mon/Tue/Wed

ICT

Michael Hogg

Thurs/Fri

Music
Integration Aide

Anthea Keep
Toni Grimes

Wed/Thur/Fri
FT

Integration Aide

Caroline Collins

FT

Integration Aide

Rita Luccisano

FT

Integration Aide

Emma Duncan

FT

Teacher Aide

Anne Ognenis

PT Mon- Fri

Teacher Aide
Library

Tina Cheung
Mei Lun

PT Mon - Fri
Tuesday

School Psychologist

TBA

Alternate Mon

Speech Therapist
Reporting and Assessment
Co-ordinator

TBA
Rick Gordon

Alternate Mon
Wednesday

ICT Technician

Andrew Simpson

Wednesday
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PARENTING MATTERS ...

Parenting Ideas holiday survival guide
by Michael Grose
Holidays are about kicking your feet up, relaxing and getting away from the usual routines. That’s how kids see
holidays.
Holiday time can be stressful for many parents. Keeping kids busy, avoiding arguments and getting time for
yourself can be hard parenting work during holidays. But school holidays don’t have to be stressful. It’s a great
opportunity to get your family back on track, build strong relationships and set the tone for a positive future. These
ideas will help:
Establish a holiday routine
Some kids feel comfortable with the routines of school-life and can feel lost until the new holiday routine kicks in.
Be patient with these routine-junkies! Also make sure you begin adjusting the routine as a return to school comes
closer, so that the kids are prepared for going to bed and getting up at earlier times.
Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh start in any part of your life,
including parenting.
Resist being an entertainment officer
While we want our kids to be occupied, it’s worthwhile remembering that kids also need some downtime. The
opportunity to relax and unwind is a prerequisite for good mental health, so make sure the kids have an
opportunity to take a break from the usual grind, and become bored. “I’m bored” is an invitation for kids to keep
themselves occupied rather than for you to keep them amused.
Arrange plenty of green-time, less screen-time
It’s well documented that today’s children spend more time in front of screens, and less time outdoors. It’s no
coincidence that this increase in the use of digital devices by kids has been accompanied by a spike in anxiety.
Recent research shows how time spent in natural environments is refreshing, relaxing and rejuvenating. Science
now supports what we’ve intuitively known. These holidays ensure both you and you family have less screen-time
and more green-time.
Create one-on-one time
At Parenting Ideas we believe that individual relationships are built through one-on-one interactions. If you’ve a
child who is struggling or even annoying you a little, consider increasing the number of times you spend in each
other’s company these holidays – doing something pleasant together. Just the two of you. It’s like money in the
relationship bank account.
Embrace festivities
Regardless of your individual circumstances and your religious beliefs the holiday period is a great time to bring
family and friends together. Creating rituals around key events is a great way to build strong family bonds and
create a strong sense of family belonging for kids. Keep festivities simple. Be flexible enough in timing to include as
many people as possible. Keep calm and include kids in some aspects of the organisation of festivities if possible.
Team up with other families
Team up with other families and share the holiday load. You don’t have to holiday together to gain these benefits.
Share the child minding with a friend or swap sleepovers where “you look after my kids and I’ll look after yours” for
a night or two. This will give you a break while giving children a different family experience.

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL

Prioritise parent education
Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh start in any part of your life,
including parenting. If most of your recent parenting education has consisted of the learn-on-the-run kind, consider
using the coming down time to gain some new skills and knowledge that will positively impact your future
parenting. Watch a webinar recording, read a book, take a course. There are plenty of learning opportunities
available for you. Just as big hinges swing big doors, sometimes small parenting changes and adjustments can have
a massive impact on your parenting.

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:
A new School Policy was ratified by School Council at last week’s
School Council meeting. Please take the time to read:
‘DPS CHILD SAFETY REPORTING OBLIGATIONS PLICY AND
PROCEDURES’
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPSChild-safety-Reporting-Obligations-Policy-and-Procedures-2018.pdf

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay
Student Voice:
Every year I never cease to be amazed by the confidence of our Graduating Year 6 students when it
comes to speaking in public. On Tuesday night we were again entertained by thoughtful, creative and
humorous reflection speeches from our exiting students. Chatting to a parent after the ceremony we
both agreed how such a task would have been unimaginable for us in Grade 6. It is a credit to the
students, their teachers and parents that our Donvale students can express themselves so articulately and
confidently at such a young age.
Families leaving DPS:
At the Graduation Ceremony on Tuesday night I had the pleasant task of acknowledging the Donvale
Families that will be leaving us at the end of this year. The list below includes families with a very long
association with our school. In some cases the connection with DPS extends to parents who also
attended our school as a student. Here I’m speaking of Danny Eckhardt (Will’s Dad), Adelina Guerra
(Alessio’s Mum) and Andrew Harrison (Jaymes’ Dad). And I know from talking to these parents just how
proud they were that their children attended the same primary school that they did.
Family
ALEXANDER

Siblings
Ryan

COOPER

Ruby and brother Max

COXHILL

Ella

DENTON

Sam and brother Cameron

DO

Paul

ECKHARDT

Will and brother Archie

GIRSA

Naysa

GUERRA

Alessio & Jessica & Ricardo

HAMILTON

Ava and sister Scarlett

HERBERT

Lenny

HORTON

Lachlan and sister Madison

KRAUS

Simon

LIM

Joanne

LOMISH

Mehar and brother Uday

MARSHALL

Max and brother Scott

McKERNAN

Aysha

MILES

James and brother Harrison

MOODY

Karli

MOULTON

Imogen and brother Samuel

NEAL

Zoe and sister Sarita

O’SULLIVAN

Holly and brother Lucas

RAFTOPOULOS

Connor and brother Aaron

SAJADI

Maisam and brother Elias

SKINNER

Sophie and brother Jack

SMITH

Callum and sister Kiara

VAN GRAMBERG

Kamari

WARNER

Hamish and sister Emma

WEBBER

Kirra and brother Jedd

WOGAN

Zara and brother Kade

XIAN

Eric

YOUNGER

Jessie and sister Emily

Again I would like to thank these families for their wonderful contribution to our school, their
unwavering support and enthusiasm for all things Donvale. As we say it’s not goodbye, just thanks until
we see you again and it goes without saying that you are always welcome back.
Family time:
As we head into the last day of the school year I would like to thank all the Donvale families for the
wonderful support they have given the school over the year. We are indeed lucky to have such a vibrant
and enthusiastic school community. I wish all families a restful break together and look forward to
working with you again in 2019.

Ian McKinlay

ALL STAFF AT DONVALE ...

GENERAL
Lost Bomber Jacket
Can you please check the labels on your child’s bomber jacket. Grace P in 12E has lost hers, either a size
6 or 8.
Thank you

Thank You
A very big thank you to all our families who generously donated gifts for our
Kmart wishing tree. As you can see by the picture, we had lots of gifts
which were delivered last night.

CLASSROOM CUISINE
Monday and Wednesday lunch options for students starting Monday 4th February. Ordering is done
online - For more information go to their website www.classroomcuisine.com.au.

Order Online up until 8.30am on
the day the Lunch is Required!

Servicing DONVALE PRIMARY in 2019!
A Two Course Lunch is $8.95 and a Three Course Lunch is $10.35

AVAILABLE – MONDAY’S & WEDNESDAY’S!
STARTING MONDAY 4TH FEB

LUNCH ITEM ONE

LUNCH ITEM TWO/THREE

SALADS

FRESH FRUIT & VEG

Greek Style Salad with Feta and Olives (GF)
Brown Rice & Mixed Bean Salad (GF)
Thai Style Noodle Salad (GF)
Quinoa, Tabouli & Tuna Salad (GF)
Pasta Salad (GF)
Pic(k)nic Box – Vegetarian (GF)
Pic(k)nic Box with Ham (GF)

Fresh Fruit Combo
Freshly chopped Orange Segments
Freshly chopped Strawberries with Green Grapes
Apple with Lemon Juice, Brown Sugar & Cinnamon
Freshly chopped Cantaloupe & Watermelon
Freshly Chopped Watermelon pieces
Chopped Carrot, Cucumber, Red & Yellow Capsicum
Freshly chopped Pineapple with Orange Pieces
Lightly Steamed Corn Wheels & Broccoli
Sugar Snap Peas, Beans & Cherry Tomatoes
Cherry Tomatoes with Tasty Cheese & Rice Crackers

SUSHI
Sushi - Teriyaki Chicken Hand Rolls (2)
Sushi - Cooked Tuna Hand Rolls (2)
Sushi - Avocado Hand Rolls (2)
Sushi - Cucumber Hand Rolls (2)
Sushi – Vegetarian Hand Rolls (2)

BAKERY
Cheese and Bacon Roll
Cheese and Vegemite Scroll
Supreme Pizza Roll
Topped with Only Cheese Roll

PITA PIZZAS
Margherita Pita Pizza
Ham and Pineapple Pita Pizza
Fresh Tomato and Italian Herb Pita Pizza
Spinach & Feta Pita Pizza

SANDWICHES, ROLLS & WRAPS
Ham, Cheese and Tomato Sandwich
Turkey, Cranberry, Lettuce and Cheese Sandwich
Ham and Cheese Roll
Gluten Free Ham & Cheese Sandwich (GF)
Simple Salad Roll
Gluten Free Ham & Cucumber Sandwich (GF)
Vegemite Sandwich
Mild Salami and Salad Roll
Beetroot and Salad Roll
Roast Beef, Fruit Chutney, Cheese and Lettuce Roll
Cheese and Salad Roll
Wholegrain Cheese and Tomato Sandwich
WRAP (GF) Ham and Salad
Chicken and Salad Roll

BAKED GOODS
Choc Chip Cookie
Fruit Bun
Hedgehog Slice
Finger Bun with Sprinkles
Banana Cup Cake (GF, DF)
Iced Cup Cake
Choc Cup Cake (GF,DF)
Blueberry Muffin
Apple & Cinnamon Cake

YOGHURT
Chobani Yoghurt - Strawberry
Chobani Yoghurt - Blueberry
Chobani Yoghurt - Passionfruit
Chobani Yoghurt – Plain
Chia, Banana, Coconut and Strawberry Bowl

DIPS & CRACKERS
Tzatziki dip with Rice Crackers
Avocado dip with Rice Crackers
Spring Onion dip with Rice Crackers
Moroccan Carrot dip with Rice Crackers

POPCORN/SNACKS
Cobs Popcorn, Lightly Salted
Cobs Popcorn Slightly Sweet, Lightly Salted
Lightly salted Fav’va Beans

DRINKS
Apple Juice
Orange Juice
Nippy’s Chocolate Milk

For more information check out our website

www.classroomcuisine.com.au

Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews
Student reports are now available online via the Compass portal, and can be viewed online or
downloaded as a PDF for you to print at home or send via email to interested relatives and proud
grandparents.
Log on to Compass and select ‘View Academic Reports’ (see below):

There are no Parent Teacher Interviews scheduled for this semester, but please feel free to contact your
child’s teacher and make an appointment if you wish to speak with them about the report.
Rick Gordon
Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS - Mrs Keep
This note came from Oxfam thanking us for our support.
Dear Oxfam supporter,
Congratulations and thank you for your contribution to the 2018 Oxfam School’s Music Festival. Through
your participation, effort and hard work with your students, this year has been the biggest Oxfam School
Music Festival ever!
With your help, we have raised $20,000 for life changing Oxfam projects including a farming project in
Timor-Leste, an emergency appeal for Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh and a program to engage
Indigenous women from across Australia in conversations with politicians in Canberra. Isn’t this fantastic!
We take this opportunity to wish you and your students a wonderful festive season and a well-earned
break.

CAROLS DAY

GINGERBREAD WORKSHOP

Thank you to Laetitia Panesar
Bremaud for providing our
community with this
wonderful opportunity.

Everyone made magnificent
gingerbread houses for their
families to enjoy

Program Update
Firstly I want to introduce myself to all families, Myself Jeevika Mattoo and have joined Donvale primary School OSHclub as a new
co-ordinator. I am a certified diploma educator in school education and care. It was nice to see and meet all the families last week at
OSHClub, thanks for the warm welcome by all the families and the school staff :-)
It has finally come to the end of the year, we have all made it! I hope everyone had a fabulous 2018, full of happy memories with friends
and family. It has been awesome spending yet another year with everyone, watching all the children accomplish so many things.
Last Day of Term
This Friday is the last day of term. In case you have forgotten, school is ending at 1:30pm on this day so OSH Club will be starting at
1:30pm until 6:00pm, normal close time. If you have not already made a booking, please remember to book under “ASC - Early Finish”
and not just the ASC option, as they will not be added if this option is chosen.
Tis’ the Season to be Jolly
Christmas is NEXT WEEK!! We are extremely excited for it here at OSH Club with our Paper Plate Tree. This week we will be doing
some cookie decorating, fun DIY Christmas Decorations , Christmas Masks, Snowflakes painting etc.
Vacation care
Vacation care bookings are now open so please book in early. Please do not hesitate to approach us to find out the closest Vacation Care
programs around this area. For your convinience we have placed some brochures just on the outside table at our service. Please feel free
to have a look once you drop in!
That is all for now! See you in the next edition of OSHClub news in 2019!
Wishing all the Children and families Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 2019!
Just a few reminders that cancellations online without charge now must be 48 hours in advanced. Any absences within the 48 hour time
window will be charged accordingly and must be communicated to the program phone directly via call or SMS.
Please be advised that when using your new online booking system all bookings must be made in advance, more than 24
hours business days. For all bookings where this is not possible, meaning those required to be made in less than 24 hours
(business days), please contact us ASAP or leave a message on our service phone 0402 362 443 and we will advise you at
the start of our next session time if we have a vacancy. The same applies to cancellations and we ask for your assistance
on contacting us regarding last minute cancellations as this helps to open vacancies for other OSHClub families.

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au
Coordinator: Jeevika Mattoo Assistants: Clare Bullow
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts contact: 1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone number or
email.

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!
Donvale Dynamites unfortunately came runners up in the C grade Grand Final last Saturday in a
close match. The final score was 10 - 8. Congratulations to Parham who shot his first scoring hoop!!

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
advertisers.

