
DPS CAMPING PROGRAM:  At Donvale Primary School, we have an extensive whole school 

camping program commencing in the Foundation level and concluding with our year 5/6 students        

enjoying a three to five day camp away alternating with either a beach or a bush setting.   

Last week, our senior students returned exhausted but exhilarated from their four day bush camp at  

Alexandra Resort, Alexandra.  The weather throughout the four days was simply perfect thus enabling 

the children to benefit fully from all that a bush setting has to offer. I had the wonderful opportunity of 

attending the camp on the Wednesday and thoroughly enjoyed spending the day with the children. Mr 

McKinlay also attended early in the week and he too enjoyed the experience with the students. The 

many activities which the children participated in gave them the opportunity to challenge themselves and 

develop their skills in resilience and responsibility. I was so proud of the children particularly when   

hearing their voices of support for one another.  ôCome on, you can do itõ, ôGood jobõ, and ôGreat effortõ 

were constant cries of support by the students to each other ð just wonderful.  A big thank you to the 

team of teachers who spent the full four days with the children; Mr Reiter, Mrs Hemsley, Mr Tapper, Mrs 

Collins and Miss Costa. Each day brought new excitement and opportunities for the children ð thank you 

to the staff who spent this time away from their families so that the children could enjoy all of these   

opportunities. You are great!  
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Camps are such a terrific opportunity for our students to experience life away from home supporting 

their development of independence, resilience and interpersonal skills.  

The benefits for children attending school camps are many, including: 

Å Participation, new experiences and lots of fun 

Å Development of social skills and independence 

Å Personal challenges 

Å Team building and leadership skills 

Å Encouragement of physical fitness and active lifestyles 

Å Learning to live and work together, as part of a camp community, by helping with duties. For instance, 

sweeping and tidying the cabins and helping around meal times including setting up, packing up, and  

washing up after a meal. 

Of course, teacher involvement is at the heart of every successful camp. And the staff of Donvale PS are 

no exception. They ensure the safety and wellbeing of every student. During the day, they guide and   

encourage students and, at night, they reassure those that may be feeling a little unsure about being away 

from home. It is hard but rewarding work. Thank you to all our teachers for their energy and passion in 

ensuring our students benefit from their school camping experiences.  

 

Later this month (28th to 30th Nov), our year 3 & 4 students will be heading off to their beach camp at 

Phillip Island. Our students are very excited about this opportunity; for many it will be their first time 

away from home. A camp information night is due to be held on Tuesday 13th November to provide   

parents with full clarity of our school camping program. We understand that parents may feel quite    

anxious when allowing their child to attend a school camp ð spending time with the 3 / 4 teachers and 

asking all the questions needed is a great way for our parents to ease any uncertainties they may have. 

Many thanks to our year 3 / 4 class teachers for organising the evening. 



Coming up next week on Friday November 16th, our Year 1 studentsõ camping experience involves a day 

at school where they participate in a variety of camping style activities. This may include making damper, 

singing campfire songs, orienteering, movies and various craft tasks.  

 

Our Year 2 students will join our Year 1ǋs however their camping experience concludes with a sleepover 

at school. This program prepares our students for future camps and allows each child to engage in lots of 

fun activities outside of normal school hours. 

 

At the end of their first schooling year, Foundation students will experience the beginnings of a camping 

program. On Friday November 30th, the school day begins early where our Foundation students arrive 

to school in their pyjamas and bags packed with school clothes and toothbrush. After being served a 

hearty breakfast prepared by our staff, the students will then get themselves ready for school. This      

includes getting themselves dressed, brushing their teeth and combing their hair all in time to commence 

their usual school day at 9.00am. It is a wonderful opportunity to build on their confidence and            

independence.  

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM: A reminder that it is school policy for our students to be in correct school   

uniform at all times. I have noticed lately that there are several students in particular with incorrect 

school footwear. Students must wear black shoes with their academic school uniform with white socks or 

blue tights for girls and grey socks for boys. Students may wear any type of sports shoe in any colour 

when in sports uniform. It would be very much appreciated if you please ensured that your child/ren were 

in correct uniform at all times. Please refer to our School Uniform Policy for further information.  

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Uniform-Policy-20132.pdf 

 

Grade Structures 2019: The staff are currently working on determining the grade structures for next 

year. Our options each year are either to implement straight, composite or a mixture of each across the 

school. Ultimately, the grade structures each year are determined by what the staff and leadership believe 

to be in the best interests of the students with academic, social and behavioural outcomes being the basis 

for our considerations. Students and parents will be informed of next yearõs class structures and classes 

towards the end of this year. 

With some staff leaving, we will be welcoming two possibly three new teachers to our school. These new 

teachers are yet to be appointed. Over the coming weeks, Mr McKinlay and myself will continue to     

finalise classes and their teachers. Students and parents will be informed towards the end of the year.  

 

WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION PROGRAM:  In order to support studentõs transition from 

one-year level to the next, all our students will participate in a whole school transition program. The 

dates for the program are Monday 26th Nov, 3rd and 10th Dec. During this time, the children will spend 

time in classrooms that are allocated for their respective year level for 2019. They may not be with their 

classroom teacher for 2019 during this program. There will be a ôMeet the Teacherõ session held on 

Thursday 20th Dec. During this time, the children will be with their 2019 class teacher and in their 2019 

classroom.  

 

Parent Helpers Thank You Morning Tea: All our wonderful parent helpers are invited to join us in 

the Senior Building on Wednesday 5th December from 10.40am for a special thank you morning tea. It is 

our small way of acknowledging all the support the helpers provide to us in so many different ways. If you 

are one of our many parent helpers, we hope that you will be able to join us at this time. Look forward to 

seeing you then. 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Uniform-Policy-20132.pdf


Some important dates for your diary:  

¶ Oxfam Concert Box Hill Town Hall 7.00pm ð Wed 14th November 

¶ Grade 1 / 2 Camp Activity day ð Friday 16th November  

¶ Grade 2 Sleepover ð Friday 16th November  

¶ Foundation 2019 Parent Info Night ð Wednesday 21st November 7.00pm  

¶ Year 3 / 4 Camp Parent Information Evening ð Tues 13th Nov 

¶ Year 3 / 4 Camp ð November 28th  ð 30th Phillip Island 

¶ Parent Helpers Morning Tea ð Wednesday 5 Dec at recess 

¶ Christmas Concerts ð Wednesday 12th December  

¶ Swimming Program Foundation to Yr 5 ð Dec 12, 13, 14, 17, 18 & 19  

¶ Year 6 Graduation ð Tuesday 18th December  

¶ End Term 4 ð Friday 21st  December 1.30pm dismissal  

  



PARENTING MATTERS ...  

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Teaching kids to ask for what they want 

by Michael Grose 

Much behaviour that annoys parents stems from childrenõs inability to ask for what they want. 

Most parents have experienced a young child yelling, òMum, he took my toy. Itõs not fair.ó Perhaps youõve 

experienced a child who whines like a dripping tap because they want something from you. 

Maybe you have a teenager whoõd love to ask a friend out to the school formal but hasnõt the courage or 

the words to use. (This may not annoy you, but it frustrates the hell out the young person who becomes 

wracked with self-doubt simply because they canõt ask for what they want.) 

An important task for parents is to give kids the skills they need for independence, so they are not reliant 

on you to resolve their problems. 

An important independence skill for kids to learn is the ability to articulate their needs and wishes clearly, 

respectfully and appropriately. Hereõs how you can help: 

Start young  

Recently I saw a mother tell her three year-old to ask his 12 month-old brother if he could play with a 

new car his little brother had been given for his first birthday. 

Clearly, the twelve month old couldnõt answer, but his mother did so for him. Mr. Three said, òBen, can I 

play with your car.ó His mother answered, òIõm sure Ben would be happy to let you play with it.ó And so 

Mr. Three played with the car, without taking it away. This mother had established that asking, rather 

than taking is the way to do things in her family. 

 

Use your words  

When kids whine, whinge, mumble or point at what they want remind them to use their words. Rather 

than respond to their mumbled, garbled, ill-formed requests teach them to stand still, make eye contact, 

stand tall and ask for what they want. If itõs not asked for, then itõs not given. 

 

Give them words and phrases that work  

A number of years ago my son wanted me to persuade his sports teacher to allow him to try out for the 

school swimming team. This particular teacher was often dismissive of such requests, but I thought my 

son had a right to ask, as he was sick when the swim trials were held. Rather than make a phone call, we 

sat and talked about the best way to approach this teacher and the words he could use to get his        

attention and also to make his case. My mentoring must have worked as the teacher made time for a new 

trial, which was good news for my son. When kids donõt have the words the best thing we can do is give 

them the social scripts they need to get what they want. 

An important task for parents is to give kids the skills they need for independence, so they are not reliant 

on you to resolve their problems. An important independence skill for kids to learn is the ability to      

articulate their needs and wishes clearly, respectfully and appropriately. 
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Coach them about time and place  

Effective communication is as much about time and place as it is about the choice of words. It doesnõt 

matter what words are chosen, but a teenage request to go to a party, just as you are dashing out the 

door in the morning is the wrong time to ask a question. It deserves to be met with, òWould you like to 

ask that question at a more appropriate time?ó 

 

Help them not to take no personally  

Kids, like adults, with low confidence levels take rejection personally, while those with high confidence 

levels donõt take rejection to heart. Discuss with kids that others, including siblings have a right to say no 

to a request and that a no may occur for many reasons, none of which need reflect poorly on them. 

 

No means No.  

Children have a right to ask others for what they want but that doesnõt mean they keep asking if they 

meet a refusal. A childõs request for an ice cream just before mealtime thatõs met with a refusal should be 

taken at face value. If a child keeps asking or asks another person, then itõs appropriate to let your child 

know strongly of your disapproval. Your parenting mantra could be: No means No. 



December  

Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  

3 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School 

Transition 

4 5 

10.40:  Parent Helpers    

Morning Tea 

6 

2.00-3.15:  2019 Foundation 

Transition Session 

7 

10 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School 

Transition 

11 12 

Swimming Program starts 

9.15-10am:  F - 2 Christmas 

Concert 

2.30-3.15:  3-6    Christmas 

Concert 

7.00pm:  School Council 

Meeting 

13 

Swimming Program  

14 

Swimming Program  

17 

Swimming Program  

18 

Swimming Program  

Grade 6 Graduation Night 

19 

Swimming Program  

20 

9.50-10.00:  Students meet 

their teachers for 2019 

Grade 1 & 2 End of Term 

Class Parties 

21 

End of Term 4:              

1.30pm dismissal 

Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sun 

5 

CURRICULUM DAY                  

Student Free Day 

 

6 

MELBOURNE CUP 

DAY  - Public Holiday                 

7   

 

8 

2.00-3.15:  2019 Foun-

dation Transition Ses-

9 

Free Dress Day - Gold 

coin donation  

11 

Remembrance Day 

12 

Pizza Meal Deal Day 

 

13 

9.30-10.45:  2019       

Foundation Transition 

Session 

1.50-3.30:  Cricket Clinic 

for Foundation 

Year 3 / 4 Camp Parent 

Information Evening  

14 

7pm:  Oxfam Concert 

at Box Hill Town Hall 

15 16 

Grade 2 Camp Sleepover 

and Camp Activity Day for 

1õs and 2õs 

 

19 

 

 

20 

1.50-3.30:  Cricket Clinic 

for Foundation 

21 

7.00-8.30pm:  2019 

Foundation Parents 

Info Night 

22 

 

 

23  

26 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School 

Transition 

27 28 29 30  

November  



GENERAL  

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK  

Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal 

For sale at the office: 

Poppy badges  $2 

Rubber wrist bands $3 

Rubber Key Tags $4 


