
1 / 2 Camping program:  Last Friday, our Year 1 / 2 students enjoyed a wonderful day       

participating in a variety of camping style activities designed to support the development of their social, 

emotional, confidence, problem solving and resiliency skills. The children also enjoyed dancing up a storm 

in a disco after they enjoyed their delicious BBQ lunch prepared by parent helpers Amanda Ehlert, Heide 

Stacey, Trina Van den Berg and Patricia Leong. A very big thank you to these parents for their invaluable 

support. Following the special day, our year 2 students then returned to school in the evening in       

preparation for their sleepover. This, for many of the children, was the very first time they have slept 

away from their home or their families. It was wonderful to see so many children excited about the    

opportunity and have fun with their friends. After a movie, the children settled down and slept through 

to the morning. Thank you to the Year 1 / 2 teachers, Miss Valentine, Miss Ellul, Miss Geary and Miss 

Wernert for all their hard work and enthusiasm in preparing for the day and overnight experience. 

Thank you also to Mr McKinlay who also stayed overnight with the children further ensuring that all was 

safe and well. Whilst not much rest or sleep was had by our teachers, I know that they gained much       

satisfaction in seeing the children learn so much from their ‘camping’ experience.  

Next week, our Year 3 / 4 students will be attending their three day / two night camp at Phillip Island. 

Hopefully the weather will be perfect for the beach setting although I am sure that the children will all 

have a wonderful time regardless. A report of this camping experience will feature in our next Snippets. 

  

Flood Damage:   The recent heavy rains on Melbourne Cup Day resulted in a series of minor 

flooding events and consequent water damage at the school. All areas have been made safe however   

repairs have only been carried out in some areas.  I am still waiting to hear back from the Education   

Department with regards to these repair works. Hopefully we will not have to wait too long and repairs 

such as installation of new carpet and roofing upgrades are made.  

 

Foundation 2019 Information Evening:  Last night, our school and Foundation team welcomed our 

2019 Foundation families to our school. The parents attended an information evening intended to      

provide parents with support, information and details about their child’s start to school. Whilst we spend 

much time supporting our students with their transition to school we also recognise that parents also 

need support into transitioning from life as a kinder parent to a life as a parent of a primary school child. 

Many thanks to Foundation students Lyla, Fynn, Lachlan and Abby who wowed us with their fashion    

parade. They showed off our school uniform giving parents an insight of what the school offers with    

regards to options for our uniform. A big thank you also to two current Foundation students, Sienna and  
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Dominic, who spoke so beautifully when describing their year as Foundation students at Donvale PS. It 

was so wonderful to see their big smiles knowing that they have had a brilliant first year of school. Thank 

you also to our school captains, Vienna, Jesse and Ruby, whose speeches about their experiences at  

Donvale PS provided further reassurances to our parents that they have indeed made the right choice 

for their child. Many thanks also to members of our Parents Association and School Council, particularly 

Janine Cope, Leanne Maguire and Cassandra Buckle for providing a sumptuous assortment of drinks and 

nibbles for our attendees to enjoy after the presentation. This gave everyone the opportunity to mingle, 

chat, meet and get to know each other in a relaxed and informal manner. And of course a final and very 

big thank you to our Foundation teachers, Mrs Hodgson, Mrs Dickson, Miss Farrington and Mrs Nicks 

for spending their evening with our newest members of our community in ensuring that they too have a 

settled and smooth start to their time with us at Donvale.  

 

Oxfam Performing Arts Concert: A very big thank you to Anthea Keep and Rick Gordon for 

providing the opportunity for our various choirs and bands to perform at the Oxfam Concert held at the 

Box Hill Town Hall on Wednesday 14th November. Again, our children showcased their wonderful    

performing arts abilities which included performances by our Choirs and Marimba Band. Thank you to 

the parents who supported our involvement with the concert particularly with the setting and packing 

up. This was very much appreciated. Although it proved to be a long night of performances, it certainly 

also presented as a terrific opportunity for our children to perform in front of a large audience.  

 

State Elections:  A reminder that this Saturday is the State election with our Donvale PS  

being a designated polling school. Thank you to our PA who have organised a BBQ and cake stall to greet 

visitors during the polling time and further support our school’s fundraising efforts. 

 

Old Play Equipment: You may have noticed that the old play equipment situated adjacent to the 

senior building has now been removed. Whilst it may hold some sentimental value for our past students, 

it has posed as a significant safety issue to our students and any visitors we have at the school. With the 

area now being cleared, we are looking to have mulch gradually dispersed around the area. A tree     

company will be progressively dumping mulch in this area free of charge. We are seeking parents who 

would be willing to donate some of their time perhaps after school, weekends or even during the school 

day to help with spreading this mulch. There is currently a pile of mulch in the area just waiting for some 

helpful parents to come along and spread it out. Please let the office know if you are able to help us out 

with this. All support is greatly appreciated.  

 

Some important dates for your diary:  

 Year 3 / 4 Camp – November 28th  – 30th Phillip Island 

 Parent Helpers Morning Tea – Wednesday 5th December 

 Christmas Concerts – Wednesday 12th December  

 Swimming Program Foundation to Yr 5 – Dec 12, 13, 14, 17, 18 & 19  

 Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 18th December  

 End Term 4 – Friday 21st  December 1.30pm dismissal  

 

Lena Clark 



SMART Spelling: 

This term all classroom teachers will be watching a series of 14 Professional Learning videos that are   

designed to equip them with the knowledge and skills to implement the SMART Spelling program at    

Donvale. The SMART Spelling program has this year been implemented at the Foundation Level and next 

year it will be put into operation across the whole school. 

Michelle Hutchison the author of the program explains the concepts underpinning the program…. 

‘ SMART Spelling is an approach that supports primary school teachers in the systematic teaching of spelling. We 

show teachers how to teach the intricacies of spelling and there is a clear Foundation – 6 scope and sequence that 

is well established in many schools. Teachers start by teaching the meaning of words to expand vocabulary and 

then break words into syllables, sounds and letter patterns (graphs, digraphs and trigraphs). 

We explore the 4 areas of spelling knowledge: phonological, orthographic, etymological and morphemic. We then 

dive deep into the specifics of the phono-graphic structure of the English language: the 44 different sounds and 

their most common letter patterns. Participants are shown practical ways to teach their students how to break 

words into syllables and sounds. The most effective four spelling rules and plural rules are presented.’ 

There are numerous schools that have implemented the SMART Spelling program with excellent results. We 

are very excited about our school introducing this cohesive and sequential program across the whole school 

in 2019. 

 

End of Term: 

Next Wednesday 28th November I will be having some foot surgery and will spend the next 2 weeks at home 

recovering. I hope to be back part time for the last week of the school year to enjoy the Graduation of our 

Year 6 students and other end of year events. 

 

Ian McKinlay 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Don’t let a sibling corner a market 

 

by Michael Grose 

Some kids will define themselves with a word or two. “I’m the smart/funny/dumb kid in the family.” 

So when they are told by siblings that they are smart, dumb, cute etc, or just reminded through the way they are 

treated (e.g. by giving responsibility to responsible kids and withholding it from kids who struggle with it), they 

start to form their “I belong’ statement. That is “I belong in my family because I am the smart kid/the problem child/the 

helpful child”. 

Yes, a child may struggle at school compared to their siblings but he or she may also be creative, generous, sporty, 

funny and a whole bunch of other characteristics to boot. 

The trick to parenting is such kids is not to let them corner the market on any personality trait, characteristic or 

role in a family. 

An eight year old once described himself to me using one word. “Dumb!” Actually, he book-ended that with some 

other words. He said, “I’m the dumb one in my family.” 

He’d always been told in subtle ways by his parents that he didn’t quite measure up, and was constantly reminded 

by his siblings how he was struggling with school. His elder brother felt he was better at most things at his age. His 

younger sister was starting to overtake him in the academic stakes. Her success was a reminder that he was 

‘dumb’. Never mind that her gender gave her a head-start. 

Many children fall into the habit of cornering the market on one attribute or characteristic. “I’m the smart/dumb/

cute/funny/favoured, sporty/spoilt kid in the family!” Of course, children are the sum of many parts, but their view of 

the world is very subjective. Children are good observers but lousy interpreters of what others say. 

All this happens in latency – the period of life before adolescence. It’s a time when kids are trying work out who 

they are and how they fit into their various groups. And of course, since their family is the first group they belong 

to, their place in their family also shapes their role in other groups. That’s why kids’ birth order and family        

constellation is so powerful. The trick is to not let kids corner the market on any one attribute. 

Yes, a child may struggle at school compared to their siblings but he or she may also be creative, generous, sporty, 

funny and a whole bunch of other characteristics to boot. 

Just how you get these notions across to kids is a parenting challenge. Start by not labelling any sibling as the 

‘funny’ or ‘smart’ one, or the family clown! Then: 

Treat kids uniquely, not equally. 

Many parents make the mistake of treating siblings equally. You can’t! 

Instead treat them in their own special way. Respond to their strengths, and don’t get sucked into focusing on 

what they can’t do. See them as whole people, not as labels or as kids playing roles. This holds true for special 

needs kids. See past the disorder to focus on the whole child and all their abilities, interests and quirks. 

Treat them as you want them to be, not as they are. 

Want a child to be responsible? Then give them responsibility (for their toys, packing their own school lunch,     

feeding the pet) and allow them to mess up and experience what not being responsible feels like. It should feel   

rotten because they have let others down. ‘I-messages’ work well at these times, as they are non-judgemental. 

Look ahead realistically at how you want your kids to be (friendly, smart, studious, etc.) and start seeing them 

through that lens. 

You are not wonderful or woeful. 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

26 

9.05-2.40:  Cultural  Infusion 

Incursion -  Aboriginal for a day 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School    

Transition 

27 28 

Grade 3/4 on Camp - 

Phillip Island 

29 

Grade 3/4 on Camp - Phillip 

Island 

30 

Grade 3/4 on Camp - 

Phillip Island 

7.30am:  Foundation 

breakfast 

November 

December 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School 

Transition 

4 5 

10.40:  Parent Helpers    

Morning Tea 

6 

2.00-3.15:  2019 Foundation 

Transition Session 

7 

10 

2.40-3.30:  Whole School 

Transition 

11 12 

Swimming Program starts 

9.15-10am:  F - 2 Christmas 

Concert 

2.30-3.15:  3-6    Christmas 

Concert 

7.00pm:  School Council 

Meeting 

13 

Swimming Program  

14 

Swimming Program  

17 

Swimming Program  

18 

Swimming Program  

Grade 6 Graduation Night 

19 

Swimming Program  

20 

9.50-10.00:  Students meet 

their teachers for 2019 

Grade 1 & 2 End of Term 

Class Parties 

21 

End of Term 4:              

1.30pm dismissal 

Being the wonderful kid is a lousy role to play. It can be so limiting and exhausting to have to constantly live up to 

the expectations of parents. But that is exactly what wonderful kids often do. Putting kids on the wonderful/great/

the good one pedestal is as bad as putting kids in the woeful basket. 

Don’t let kids corner the market on one attribute or characteristic. 

If you have a child who defines him or herself in one or two words, then help them scratch the surface to reveal 

the full splendour of the gem that lies beneath their single-minded exterior. 



 

To All Our Parent Helpers 

   

 

 You are invited to a morning tea on  

      Wednesday 5th December  

                                                     from 10.40 to 11.20 

    in the Staffroom.   

             

  Parents, Grandparents, Carers, and members of the community who 

have assisted the school in any way this year are invited to a special 

morning tea provided by the Donvale Staff.   

The staff at Donvale greatly appreciates parental involvement and we 

look forward to this opportunity of saying a personal thank you for all 

your assistance in the many activities around the school and on         

committees throughout the year. 

We hope that you are all able to join us.   



GENERAL 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Gratitude is an important school value at DPS as it promotes a positive 

mind set and helps children create a broader understanding of the world 

we live in. What better way to  appreciate this value than by giving to 

those less   fortunate than ourselves at a time filled with family, love and 

sharing. It’s a great opportunity to discuss gratitude with your children 

as they choose a gift for someone in need.  

Wishing Tree Appeal @ Donvale  

December 2018 

 Collect a gift tag from the school office 

 Attach to an unwrapped gift with correct details 

 Return to office 

 Feel warm and fuzzy  

Thank you for your generosity and making someone smile this          

Christmas. 

 

Gratitude 

WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2019 - Save the Date! 

Please keep the following dates free during the last week of term three next year: 

 Wednesday 11th September – Dress Rehearsal and Cast Photographs at school 

 Monday 16th September – Tech Rehearsal at Yarra Valley Theatre 

 Tuesday 17th September – Evening Performance 

 Wednesday 18th September – Evening Performance 

Parents of Year 5/6 students please note: These dates have been selected to work around the State 

Schools’ Spectacular dates (Rehearsals Thurs 12th, Fri 13th and performances on Saturday 14th September). 

Rick Gordon 

HELP OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS 



Vision Portraits Fundraiser 

Thanks to all the DPS families who participated in the family portraits on Sunday. This event raised almost 

$200 for the School and will definitely put a smile on plenty of families faces when they see their photos 

in a few weeks   

 

Diabetes Australia 

A big thank you to families who donated 

clothing to the Diabetes Association.  We 

are still collecting bags of clothing and 

other items if you wish to keep donating.  

We collected 30 bags and received 

$70.80 for our school. 

 

 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We’re all stocked up for Friday Recess Treats!  
Fruity Icy Tubes $1  

Popcorn $1 

                   

 

 

 

 

Election Day BBQ & Cake stall 
Donvale Primary will host a polling for this upcoming State election, and we use this opportunity to run a 

cake stall and BBQ.  First thing in the morning we will be selling bacon and egg rolls, then we'll move to 

the iconic Election Sausage in Bread alongside a retro cake stall. 

This is a big fundraiser for our school and manages to bring in new families and external members of the 

Donvale Community to support our fundraising efforts. 

We'd appreciate your support in one of the shifts below to help cook on the BBQ or serve customers 

throughout the day. 

Please enter your name on the Sign-Up Zone page (https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra) and round 

up a couple of friends to help in the same shift if you can.  We still need a few more people for each shift 

to keep the day running smoothly, so if you can help out please pop your name down.  Thanks! 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
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DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Donvale Dinosaurs U9 Boys 
 

Dinosaurs won one game out of the last four. Even losing most of the games, the boys are getting better 
as a team and always put up very spirited performance.  We have a new player, Matthew Moroney, 
joined the team and Matthew's done a great job since his debut. Well done boys! 

Birthday Wishes To 
 

              Hima T, Chloe C, Jared S, Bryce v d B, Kirra W, Zoe N, Wattles 

S, Kamari v G, Zara G, Angela N, Caitlin F, Aliya N, Joshua F       

 

  

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 23rd November 
to  1st December 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

www.teamkids.com.au 



 

 

 

 

Vision Australia Seeing Eye Dogs want you! We are in urgent need of volunteer puppy carers to help 

nurture and care for our future Seeing Eye Dogs. 

There is a Seeing Eye Dogs Puppy Carer program to suit everyone. Provide full time care (from 8 weeks to 12-14 months) or if a shorter time is 

more suitable and you can commit to a minimum of 6 months, this may be the option for you. Your role as a puppy carer is to: 

• Provide a loving home and to nurture a Seeing Eye Dogs puppy 

• Help to socialise them in everyday situations 

• Teach basic skills such as toilet training, to sit, and to walk nicely on the lead 

The only cost to you is your time and affection. The cost of all equipment, food, dog health care and training is covered by Seeing Eye Dogs. 

TO APPLY: 

Apply to become a carer today on the Seeing Eye Dogs website. 

For more information call: 0428 010 843 or email: sedvolunteer@visionaustralia.org 
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