
Welcome back! For those of you that were able to take some time with your children during these    

recent school holidays, I trust you had an enjoyable break. It’s been terrific catching up with our children 

and hearing all about their holiday events. From going to the movies, beach, biking, hiking, playing with 

friends, our students certainly do know how to have fun. We are glad to see their smiling faces back and 

raring to go!  

Term 4 has come upon us very quickly and we have much to look forward to as we make our way     

towards the end of 2018. One very special event each year that takes place during this term is our Year 

6 Graduation. This is scheduled for December 18 and will be held at the Whitehorse Centre in         

Nunawading. School Graduation is always a fabulous event where we take the opportunity to celebrate 

and acknowledge the achievements of our outgoing Year 6 students. Parents of graduating students will 

receive more information on this event and are encouraged to support and help out with preparations 

where and if possible. We also have the 5 / 6 and 3 / 4 Camps coming up this term and the 1 /2 camping 

program which includes a sleepover for our Year 2 students. Also, as part of our camping program, the 

Foundation students will join us later in the term for breakfast. The staff has also planned many           

incursions, excursions and sports events for our students to enjoy throughout the term. Foundation 

Transition begins shortly where we are very much looking forward to welcoming all our 2019          

Foundation students and their families to our school. Please check our school diary and website for all 

the dates of our busy Term 4.  

 

Carols Concert:   Our school will not be presenting a Carols on the Lawn concert this year. Instead, in 

its place, we will present a ‘Christmas Concert’, which will take place during the day at school. Parents 

are invited to attend and enjoy the children’s performances. Two performances will be held with      

Foundation to Year 2 starting off at 9.15am and followed with our Year 3 – 6 students performance at 

2.30pm. The Christmas concerts will take place on Wednesday December 12th. Please place this date in 

your diary early so that you do not miss this special event.   

 

Parents as Helpers Program: Parent helpers are a valued resource at Donvale Primary School. For 

parents, teachers and students to gain optimum benefits from working with each other, we would like all 

parents wanting to help in the school to participate in the ‘Parents as Helpers’ course. This is an    

Education Department course that is used in schools throughout Victoria.  

The purpose of the training sessions is to welcome and support parents working in the school, as well as 

to give parents useful strategies to draw upon when working with students in the classroom.  

11th October 2018 

Elata Street, Donvale 

Phone: 03-9842 3373     Fax:  03-9841 7033 

Email: Donvale.ps@edumail.vic. gov.au 

Website: www.donvaleps.vic.edu.au  

Our Values 

Respect    Responsibility    Resilience    Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Zp/Kb94F&id=E73039E08BC5EF4A44E65AC6465230BA9FA0D206&thid=OIP.Zp_Kb94F9cS3vo0SDsOE1AHaDQ&mediaurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/5iR/Kkk/5iRKkk8oT.png&exph=1792&expw=4076&q=banner+Clip+Art&simid=6080214242586


We are again this year, presenting the course during the Foundation Transition Program thereby offering 

any new parent community members, the opportunity to participate in the training. This is also a perfect 

opportunity for any current parents who have not yet completed the training and would like to become 

parent helpers, to join us if they are available during the dates and times on offer.  

As mentioned in previous newsletters, due to our new school policies and Child Safe Standards, parents 

who have completed this training will be prioritised as helpers in the school. It is also an expectation that 

parents wishing to be helpers in the school to have an up to date ‘Working with Children Check’ card.  

Three different focus sessions are presented and parents are strongly encouraged to participate in the 

three training sessions.  

The sessions aim to develop in participants an awareness of:  

 Roles and responsibilities of Parents as helpers 

 Student learning and literacy development 

 Classroom literacy activities 

 How to assist the classroom teacher and students in the classroom.  

The 3 sessions are as follows:  

Session 1: 

Tuesday 30th October   9.30 – 10.45am (Library) 

What does being a Helper mean? 

Helping with Speaking and Listening. 

Session 2: 

Thursday 8th November 2.00 – 3.15pm (Library) 

Helping with Reading. 

Session 3: 

Tuesday 13th November  9.30 – 10.45am (Library) 

Helping with Writing. 

If you would like to participate in this training and are available on the above dates and times, please   

contact the office to register your attendance. I look forward to seeing you there.  

 

No Hats No Play: A reminder that Term 4 is a term where our students are required to wear hats 

when outside. As a Sun Smart school we aim to ensure that our children are protected from any long 

term damage to their skin should they be exposed to direct sunlight over a longer period of time. Please 

ensure that your child has a hat at school daily as we are implementing our ‘No hat, no play’ policy this 

term.  

 

Working with Children Check Cards Reminder: As per our ‘Child Safe’ and ‘Volunteer’       

Policies… Parents please note that a requirement for any parent to support the school as a helper is that 

they must hold a current Working with Children Check Card. This card must be evidenced at the office 

where we will take a photocopy and keep it in our records. From Term 4, parents coming into the school 

as helpers in whatever capacity and parents who are volunteers / helpers outside of the schools (eg.    

excursions, sports events) must all carry a lanyard with the Working with Children Check Card placed in 

it. Lanyards are available at the office. Teachers will generally organise lanyards for parents who will be  



authorised by class teachers to act as helpers for out of school events. Parents must take responsibility to 

carry their Working with Children Check Card at all times whilst working in the capacity as a Helper at 

or outside of the school.  

 

Considerations for 2019 Student Placement:  We will shortly begin working on the 2019 class 

structure and student placement.  The placement of students for the coming year is a complex process 

where Leadership and teachers take great thought and sensitivity into this planning. Decisions of student 

placement is discussed, reflected upon and reviewed over a period of time. When developing individual 

classes each year, a number of factors are considered including academic ability, special skills and talents, 

social competencies, gender, students who work well together, those who may not work well together 

and friendship groupings. While the students are consulted about current friendships, it is only one of the 

criteria considered because building new relationships is also part of our education process and an       

important skill for students to develop. Please note that friendship groupings will be considered only 

when we know that the children would benefit from them.  We cannot continue to guarantee that all   

students will be placed with a friend or friends however we certainly will work to ensure that students 

will be placed with a friend / friends who influence them positively.  

Parent input, based on student learning needs, is also considered. If students have any learning or social 

needs to be considered when placing them in classes for 2019, parents can write a letter or email me 

stating their needs and requests for consideration. If parents have written requests in previous years, we 

do not retain these as students’ needs and friendships change from year to year. If the consideration from 

a previous year is still important, a new letter/email should be written.  

Parents often place requests for certain teachers to be their child’s class teacher. Following through with 

such requests can severely limit our ability to compile class lists based on the factors outlined earlier:   

academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who work well together 

and those who may not work well together.   Because of these reasons  and for the possibility that    

teachers may leave the school, they may be deployed to other roles in the school and /or they may teach 

in a different area next year, parent requests for certain teachers for their child/ren will not be           

considered.  

The closing date for parents to forward through their letters of consideration is Friday 2nd November. 

Please note that we are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists are 

developed, it is very difficult to make changes.   

I have included a template that you may choose to use to use as a guide if you intend to put forth a      

request for your child’s placement next year.   

 

The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal.  I can assure you of 

my commitment to a most comprehensive and professional process with decisions made in the best     

interest of our students.  

 

As is our usual practice, your child will be informed of their class for 2019 towards the end of term 4 this 

year. An intra-school transition program will take place in December so that students will spend time 

with their teacher and classmates for the following year. Sometimes, however, it is difficult to provide that 

confirmed information as teacher movement can occur right up until the end of the year and even into 

the beginning of the following year.  If you have any queries regarding our student placement process for 

2019, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

  



Curriculum Day:  A further reminder that Monday 5th November is a Curriculum Day at Donvale 

PS. This will be a child-free day where children are not to come to school. The teachers will be using this 

day to finalise the end of year student reports. As the following day is the Melbourne Cup public holiday, 

I hope you are able to take the opportunity to enjoy the extended long weekend.  

Hope you are having a wonderful week.  

 

Lena Clark  
 

Some important dates for your diary: 

 Foundation ’19 Transition – Commences Tuesday 30th October 

 Parent as Helpers Course – Commences Tuesday 30th October 

 Foundation 2019 Parent Info Night – Wednesday 21st November 7.00pm 

 Grade 1 / 2 Camp Activity day – Friday 16th November 

 Grade 2 Sleepover – Friday 16th November 

 Curriculum Day – Monday 5th November (Student Free Day) 

 Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 6th November 

 Year 3 / 4 Camp – November 28th – 30th Phillip Island 

 Year 5 / 6 Camp – October 29th – 1st November Alexandra Adventure Resort 

 Christmas Concerts – Wednesday 12th December   

 Swimming Program Foundation to Yr 5 –  December 12, 13, 14, 17, 18 & 19  

 Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December 

 End Term 4 – Friday 22nd December 1.30pm dismissal 

DONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

GRADE PLACEMENT FOR 2019    

 

STUDENT:……………………………………………………. 

GRADE:…………… 

Dear Mrs Clark, 

I am requesting that the following special consideration be given for my child with his/her Grade placement in 2019. I have included the   

following academic and/or social & emotional reasons for this request. 

 

I request that my child………………………………………………… be placed  ……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signed:……………………………………………………………                                             

Date:………………………….. 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Teach boys the processes of independence 

by Michael Grose 

If you want your kids to become independent, first you need to teach them the necessary skills. Being able to dress 

themselves, make a snack, look up a bus timetable and make a CV are examples of self-sufficiency skills that are 

important at different stages of their lives. 

You can help your kids develop critical thinking processes that actually create independence. If they don’t have 

these, they will always be relying on others regardless of their own ability and skills. 

But they won’t just learn these on their own. Awareness, teaching and opportunity are the main requirements that 

motivate kids to develop their skills. First, they need to be aware that there is a task that needs to be completed. 

Then they need to actually acquire the skills needed for that task – some will take more teaching than others.     

Finally, they need the opportunity to complete the task by putting those skills into practice. 

There is however, a deeper level you can go to help them grow more independent. You can help your kids develop 

critical thinking processes that actually create independence. If they don’t have these, they will always be relying 

on others regardless of their own ability and skills. 

The three key processes of independence are: 

Planning ahead 

The ability to think ahead and plan in advance is essential for true independence. What are the three things you 

need to get ready for school? What do you need to do to complete your homework in time for the weekend? Help 

kids get into the habit of thinking ahead by helping them visualise scenarios in their heads and predict various    

outcomes, so they can become more proactive and accountable. Otherwise kids will just rely on others to tell them 

what to do and when. 

Procedural thinking 

The trouble with everything being instantly available and ready-made is that kids don’t see the steps and            

procedures required to make, bake or do anything. It also means kids don’t develop procedural self-talk (‘that 

comes first, when I’ve done that now I need to do this’) because they’ve never needed to develop abilities like 

sorting, sequencing and planning that are required to complete complex tasks. 

Self-organisation 

The ability to get yourself organised is paramount to real independence from others. Forgetful kids usually don’t 

have a process for remembering important details. My adult son came to stay recently and placed his car keys in 

the refrigerator on top of his 6 pack of beer that he wanted to take with him. His method may have been            

unorthodox, but he has a working system for remembering where his keys are! 

If you want your kids to become truly independent, you have to think in terms of processes as well as skills. Kids 

learn by example, so they will most likely pick up a great deal of good organisational processes just by watching 

you. But you may also need to do some direct teaching, particularly with boys who by nature tend to be a little   

organisationally-challenged! 
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“Sink or Swim” Incursion 

Whole school water  

awareness program. 
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15 

Grade 1/2 Science      

Incursion  

 

16 

Grade 3/4 Incursion - 

Threatened & endangered 
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17  Diabetes Bags Return 

9.40am Years 3-6 Leongatha 

Secondary College Musical 

Performance Snr Bldg. 

5.30:  Finance Subcommittee 

6.00:  Education Subcommittee 
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2.00pm Years F-4 Schools Allergy 

Smart Program Snr Bldg. 
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7.00:  School Council 

25 26 

National Bandana Day  
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Grade 5/6 on camp 
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Grade 5/6 on camp 

9.30-10.45:  2019       

Foundation Transition 

Session 

31 

Grade 5/6 on camp 
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1 

Level 5/6 returning from camp 

All day:  Foundation excursion to 

Chesterfield Farm 

2 

 

5 

CURRICULUM DAY                  

Student Free Day 

 

6 

 

7   

7pm:  Grade 3/4 Camp Parent 

Info Night 

8 

2.00pm Years F-4 Schools Allergy 

Smart Program Incursion 

2.00-3.15:  2019 Foundation 

Transition Session 

9 

Free Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation  

 

 

12 13 

9.30-10.45:  2019       

Foundation Transition 

Session 

14 

7pm:  Oxfam Concert at Box 

Hill Town Hall 

15 16 

Grade 2 Camp Sleepover 

and Camp Activity Day for 

1’s and 2’s 

19 

 

 

20 

 

21 

7.00-8.30pm:  2019 Foundation 

Parents Info Night 

22 

 

 

23 

November 



GENERAL 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Lost Bomber Jacket 

Jasmine B in 3/4H has lost her size 10 bomber jacket.  It is named, please check to see if you child has the 

correct jacket.   

Thank you. 

SRC - Choose to make a difference 

Thank you to those families who have returned filled green bags with unwanted clothes and shoes. If you 

haven't already done so, could please return filled green Diabetes Australia bags to school before        

October 17? Any families who require extra bags, please collect them at the office. Filled bags need to 

go to the Senior Building for storage. 

Thank you very much! 

  

National Bandana Day is coming up on Friday October 26th... 

Everyone will be invited to take part in the fun day by wearing their colourful       

bandannas. 

To support cancer research bandannas will be for sale from the office or SRC 

(visiting classrooms) for $5.00 each. A variety of colourful designs are available.  All 

proceeds go straight to the    Cancer Foundation (CanTeen Australia) for research.  

SRC NEWS ... 







MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

The OSHClub team hope that all families had a wonderful and safe break. We have heard many stories from the children 

and their adventures over the holidays and we are excited for what this term will bring. 

We would like to remind families that as it is now Term 4 it is now a requirement for all children to have a hat for all     

outdoor play as we follow our Sun Smart policy. If you would like to read up on our policy, please do not hesitate to      

approach us. 

We have also introduced a new safety precaution when outside whereby all children must wear an orange vest as this will 

help quickly identify children who are part of OSHClub to help us with our regular headcounts. This will also help casual 

staff who work at the service to also be able to quickly identify the children in attendance. 

We are also excited to announce that we have a new Coordinator officially starting on October 22nd , the coordinator  

however will be here next week to meet the staff and do some training prior to officially starting the position. We look  

forward to meeting her. We will have her officially introduce herself in the next newsletter edition. 

Cancellations online without charge now must be 48 hours in advanced. Any absences within the 48 hour time window will 

be charged accordingly and must be communicated to the program phone directly via call or SMS. 

  

Please be advised that when using your new online booking system all bookings must be made in advance, 

more than 24 hours business days. For all bookings where this is not possible, meaning those required to be 

made in less than 24 hours (business days), please contact us ASAP or leave a message on our service phone 

0402 362 443 and we will advise you at the start of our next session time if we have a vacancy. The same ap-

plies to cancellations and we ask for your assistance on contacting us regarding last minute cancellations as 

this helps to open vacancies for other OSHClub families. 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443 

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au 

Coordinator: Joyce  Assistants: Clare  

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts contact:  1300 395 735 &  oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au 

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone    
number or email. 

mailto:blackburn@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

The Parents’ Association warmly welcomes our        
Donvale PS community back for our last term of 2018.  
On that note, it’s never too late for anyone wanting to 

become involved to join in with PA activities.  

                   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next PA Meeting: Monday 15th Oct, 8pm 
Come along to discuss Term 4 events and have a few laughs with a great group of Donvale   
parents.  To be held at Janine’s house, so please contact Janine on 0429 596 719 for the       

address  

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Recess Treats this week… 
 

But they’re back on again starting week 2 - and there’ll be BERRI ICY TUBES!!!  
And popcorn, you gotta have popcorn!  Still $1 each.  Cool, huh? 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

               Birthday Wishes To 
Jamie Z, Lauren T, Matin K, Connor R, Noah G, Imogen M, Noah C,   

Clementine G, Julie C, Aloysious L, Isabelle and Lucinda F, James D,  

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 12th - 25th         
October 

Eltham 
Panthers  

Junior 
Cricket Club

Eltham Cricket Club was founded in 1862 and for the 
past 150 years it has provided an outstanding home 
to local cricketers.

As season 2018/19 approaches, we are seeking girls 
and boys aged 5 to 16 who are looking to play 
cricket, meet great people and importantly have lots 
of fun. Eltham provides an inclusive and supportive 
environment for players of all ages and skill levels, 
from those playing cricket for the first time to 
experienced players seeking elite development 
pathways.

For more information about Eltham Cricket Club and the 
opportunities our club provides, please contact our Junior 
Coordinator at ejcccoord@gmail.com
Alternatively, you can find us at elthamcricketclub.com.au or search 
Eltham Junior Cricket Club on Facebook!

Billanook College 



 
 

St Davids Cricket Club 
(Donvale Reserve) 

 

The St Davids Cricket Club is seeking boys and girls aged 

5-8 years to participate in the Woolworths Junior Blasters 

Program (Formally Milo Cricket). 

 

The program Starts on Friday 19
th

 October and will run 

right thru until late December. Session run from             

6.00-7.15pm Friday evenings.  

 

If your son or daughter is interested please follow the link 

to register. 

Join a fantastic family orientated club for a fun cricket  

season. 

http://playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?

Id=1353&postcode=DONVALE%20VIC%

203111&format=JUNIOR_BLASTER&disablity=1,2,4,8,16 
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