
Writer’s Festival: The students and teachers have been working very hard this term in preparation 

for our Writer’s Festival on Wednesday September 19th. The multipurpose room will be transformed 

into a Writer’s Gallery and all community members are invited to visit the gallery throughout the day and 

after school till 4.30pm. Jill Ridgwell (Literacy Consultant) has been attending the school each Wednesday 

providing professional learning to the teachers focused on the teaching of Writing. The title of our Festi-

val this year is ‘A Hard Knock at My Door.’ It supports our school value of ‘Resilience’ and is based on 

students writing about experiences which have tested their resiliency.  The Festival and special assembly 
will be attended by special guests including local member Ryan Smith, visiting author Corrine Fenton, Ed-

ucation Department Senior Education Leader Mark Flack, Principals from other local schools as well as 

Literacy Leaders from other schools. The Assembly commences at 2.00pm in the Senior building fol-

lowed immediately afterwards with a Writer’s Gallery walk through. It would be wonderful to see as 

many of our community members join us at the assembly and then take the time to visit the Gallery and 

enjoy the magnificent writing our student authors have produced.  

We recently had a photographer from Leader come to take photos relevant to the Festival; we made 

front page week beginning Monday 3rd September! Thank you to Dom and Lucy from FD who so magnifi-

cently show off their excitement about our Writer’s Festival.  
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Art Show: Our Art Show held last Friday proved to be a resounding success with the Art Gallery 

filled to the brim with excited art enthusiasts. With such a wide variety of art work on display, there 

was certainly something for everyone to enjoy. The children showed off their art work proudly to 

their families and it was wonderful to see so many grandparents and other family members attend. 

Thank you to Mrs De Stefanis for her tireless work in bringing this Art Show to our community. Her 

vision and talent in providing so many varied art opportunities to the students is to be commended. 

The overall display of the art work was outstanding with so many opportunities for engagement and 

interaction. A big thankyou to parents Nicole Cooper who helped out with the development of the 

Art Show catalogue and also to Paul Egan and Georgia Loccisano for their help with setting up the 

Gallery. All big tasks and all done with a smile.  

Trivia Night: Thank you to all the parents who attended our school’s Trivia Night last Saturday night. 

It was a wonderful night with lots of fun and frivolity. Everyone had a terrific time and the competitive 

nature of several attendees certainly came to the fore. With lots of terrific auction items up for bid, 

the school was able to raise the wonderful amount of around $7000. Our attendees certainly dug 

deep and showed their wonderful support to our school. This money will all go towards providing 

better learning opportunities for our students – thank you! A very big thank you to our amazing Par-

ents Association who worked to ensure that the night was the success that it was. A particular thank 

you to Janine Cope (PA President) and Louise Martin for leading the charge in helping it all come to-

gether – certainly not an easy task. Fortunately, they had many helpers in supporting the planning and 

preparations. Thank you to you all!  Also a big thank you to Tim Martin who was able to secure some 

very sought after auction items which certainly boosted the fundraising tally for the night. Very much 

appreciated, Tim. Thank you to the staff who attended and joined in the fun; it was terrific to see so 

many staff members also attend in support of the school. Thank you to teachers Michael Hogg, Chris-

tian Garcia and Jess Trend who donated their specialised time as auctions items. These offers were all 

very well received and raised a substantial amount of money for the school.  Also, a very big thank 
you to the many parents who donated their goods / services for auction – just fantastic! Events such 

as the Trivia Night are such terrific ways to bring the community together to raise some money for 

the school and have some fun along the way. Great job, everyone.  

New fence and gates: A new fence and gate is currently being erected alongside the pathway 

from the front drive in entrance to the school. This ensures that children and adults walking into the 

school will be protected from entering cars as well as ensuring that students will only enter and exit 

cars once they are in the pick-up / drop-off zone area. It is a welcome addition to this area of the 

school supporting the safety and wellbeing of our students and community in general.  

  

School Policies:      Three new policies were ratified by School Council this week. They are: 

‘Inclusion and Diversity Policy’, ‘Volunteers Policy’ and ‘Complaints Policy’. These are available for 

viewing via the following links or accessed via the school’s website. 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Complaints-Policy-2018.pdf 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Inclusion-and-Diversity-Policy-20181.pdf 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Volunteers-Policy-2018.pdf 

State Schools Spectacular: This annual event is occurring this Saturday at Hisense Arena. 

We have 15 of our students participating in the mass choir. I strongly encourage you to attend the 

show if you have the opportunity. It is truly spectacular! With a cast of 3000 students singing and 

dancing their way throughout the show, there is certainly something for everyone to enjoy. Thank 

you to Mr Reiter and Mrs Gerraty who have supported our students with preparations throughout 

this year – very much appreciated. I’m really looking forward to attending the show and seeing our 

students perform. Always a very proud moment.  

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Complaints-Policy-2018.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Inclusion-and-Diversity-Policy-20181.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Volunteers-Policy-2018.pdf


Working with Children Check Cards: As per our ‘Child Safe’ and ‘Volunteer’ Policies… Par-

ents please note that a requirement for any parent to support the school as a helper is that they 

must hold a current Working with Children Check Card. This card must be evidenced at the of-

fice where we will take a photocopy and keep it in our records. From Term 4, parents coming 

into the school as helpers in whatever capacity and parents who are volunteers / helpers outside 

of the schools (eg. excursions, sports events) must all carry a lanyard with the Working with Chil-

dren Check Card placed in it. Lanyards are available at the office. Teachers will generally organise 

lanyards for parents who will be authorised by class teachers to act as helpers for out of school 

events. Parents must take responsibility to carry their Working with Children Check Card at all 

times whilst working in the capacity as a Helper at or outside of the school.  

If you require any further clarity regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to see me.  

Some important dates for your diary: 

 

 Performing Arts Concert – Wednesday 19th September 

 State Schools Spectacular – Saturday 15th September 

 Writers’ Festival – Wednesday 19th September  

 End Term 3 – Friday 21st September 2.30pm dismissal 

 Code Camp – School Holidays 3rd, 4th & 5th October 

 

As this is my final report for Term 3, I wish everyone who will have the opportunity to have a 

break during these end term holidays, to enjoy this time with their children. With the warmer 

weather on our doorstep, I encourage families to spend as much time as possible having fun out-

doors, being physical and creative. See you in Term 4.  

 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Lena Clark 

END TERM 3 FRIDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE  

NO ASSEMBLY  

ON THE LAST DAY OF TERM 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Digital technology guidelines for parents 

by Martine Oglethorpe 

 
Technology is everywhere now, in our homes, in our pockets, and perhaps worryingly for many parents, in our children’s 

hands. 

Every family is different, and will have their own ideas around what’s considered ‘normal’ or acceptable use of our beloved 

devices, which means there’s no universal answer. 

However, there are some suggestions that can help you build some rules of your own and bring some order to the way 

your children use digital devices at home. 

Before we help our young people, it’s best to look at our own digital habits to make sure we are providing them with what 

they need – that is, leading by example and being balanced role models who know when to use and when not to use their 

devices. 

Share This 

 

1. Know what the rules and expectations are at school 

School digital device policies make a great starting point for families. Every school is different – some let students keep mo-

bile phones in lockers or backpacks, while others allow limited mobile phone usage between classes or even during class 

time to aid with assignments. Make sure that you and your child know what the rules are at school. Importantly, support 

the school and keep your own expectations in line with theirs. 

2. Specify hours for digital use 

Set the ground rules for when your youngsters can use their tablets and phones, and when they need to shut them off for 

the night. It’s just a smart way to build a habit for the whole family so it becomes ingrained and just the way things are done 

in your home. Keep in mind that this age group faces tremendous peer pressure to be online 24/7, and even though they’d 

never admit it, it might be helpful for them to have an acceptable ‘way out’ from their demanding digital life. 

3. Consider a digital device ‘contract’ 

Mobile phone ‘contracts’ were popular with parents a few years back and they are still a smart way to go. Clearly set out 

your digital device usage guidelines, and print them in an agreement that you and your young one can both sign. If there are 

any disputes, then you both have the expectations in writing. This digital technology guideline maybe a little too formal for 

many people’s tastes, but it removes the grey areas around expectations that many young people are likely to exploit. 

4. Lay out consequences from the start 

Make the consequences clear for breaking the rules, such as taking away the phone or tablet for a set period of time. But 

remember, the goal isn’t to punish them, but just to set clear boundaries. Your home’s digital device guidelines should be 

reasonable rather than excessive, and be made in collaboration with your youngster so they feel a sense of ownership 

about the rules too. This should make it less likely for them to ‘break the law’, so to speak. 

5. Talk about respectful relationships, safety and pornography 

You can’t let your young person loose in the digital world without having several conversations about how to stay safe 

online, how to show respectful behaviour and be aware of the pitfalls of pornography. Each of these topics is a separate 

issue on its own, but each is deeply affected by the virtual, boundary-free nature of digital technology. This kind of digital 

exposure can have massive ramifications on the growth and development of young people, especially when it comes to the 

quality of their relationships and well-being. 

6. Be prepared to learn 

Be ready to learn about social media, and the different apps and games that young people may be playing. But at 

the same time, be mindful of their boundaries. A recent Australian survey found that young people see TV-

watching as a way of connecting to their family, and social media as a way of connecting to their friends. 
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7. Change the rules if necessary 

Many families will have a young one who believes that rules are made to be broken. They are the ones always pushing 

past their boundaries, their own limits and the limits of their parents’ patience. Smart parents take a more flexible ap-

proach, and believe that rules are made to be changed. Be prepared to keep evolving your rules based on your young 

person’s behaviour, maturity, sleep habits, their tendency to leave homework or chores unfinished, bullying or any num-

ber of issues that will invariably crop up to make them feel like your rules just aren’t working. 

8. Keep digital devices out of the bedroom 

If there was one rule that you should stay firm on, then this is the one. Many young people are in a constant sleep deficit 

as it is without bringing digital devices into the mix. They may say they want to charge it in their room. Keep the charger 

in a public place. They may even want to use their mobile or tablet to wake up in the morning. Applaud them on wanting 

to wake up on their own, but get them a regular alarm clock instead. 

9. Have a ‘digital detox’ one day a week 

The only way that this idea will work is if you join them in making one day a week a digital device-free day. They will 

probably not like it, and neither will you, but the point of having one day off is to prove that they can live without their 

digital device, and involve them in different forms of communication and entertainment. 

Digital technology is now an integral part of our lives, but it’s not the only option we have for entertainment, information 

and or communication. Before we help our young people, it’s best to look at our own digital habits to make sure we are 

providing them with what they need – that is, leading by example and being balanced role models who know when to use 

and when not to use their devices. They are far more likely to walk our walk than follow our talk. 

It’s not easy, but with a little effort and forethought, it does not have to be such a daunting proposition. 

 

 
Martine Oglethorpe 

 

Martine Oglethorpe is an accredited speaker with the Office of the eSafety Commissioner and has presented to numer-

ous parent groups, schools and teachers. She is a speaker, counsellor and educator with a passion for building resilient 

kids in a digital world.  

Contact details: info@martineoglethorpe.com.au, themodernparent.net, facebook.com/themodernparent 

LOST AND FOUND. 

MISSING BASKETBALL 

Jimmy T from 1/2 W lost his basketball on September 10th  

near the Junior School entrance and Basketball Courts.    

The ball is orange and named clearly.  

If anyone has seen it, please return to the school office .   

Thank you 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 2 3 

Code Camp 

4 

Code Camp 

5 

Code Camp 

8 

Term 4 Starts 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

“Sink or Swim”  

Whole school water  

awareness program. 

12 

 

15 

Level 1/2  

Science Incursion  

 

16 17  Diabetes Bags Return 

9.40am Years 3-6  

Leongatha Secondary College 

Musical Performance Snr Bldg. 

18 

2.00pm Years F-4 Schools  

Allergy Smart Program Snr Bldg. 

19 

G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

10 

 

11 

7.00pm:  School 

Council meeting 

12 

 

13 

All day: SSS Choir rehearsal 

at Hisense Arena 

14 

All day: SSS Choir  rehearsal 

at Hisense Arena 

15 

State Schools 

Spectacular 

17 

3.30-4.30 

Asian Expo  

18 

All Day: District 

Athletics 

19 

1.50pm Writers Festival - 

Special  Assembly  

7.30pm: PERFORMING ARTS 

CONCERT at Doncaster S.C. 

20 

 

21 

Last day of Term 3 - 

2.30 Dismissal 

22 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

October 

September 

               Birthday Wishes To 
Cheyenne P, Peter T, Campbell B, Amelia P, Harrison S, 

Caleb B, Harvey L, Aurora C, Hayden F, Stephanie B, Maddie J, Ryan A,  

Xander P, Isabella M, Alessio G, Mariela L, Laura T, Karli M, Len C,  

Petros M, Nathan G, Tyler B, Derek O, Emily B, Alethea S 

                      

Who are celebrating birthdays from the 14th September to 11th October  



Student Representative Council 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

SRC - Choose to make a difference… 

 
We are all able to make a positive difference to our community and the environment we live in. By donating 

your pre-loved items to Diabetes Victoria, you are choosing a sustainable Victoria. 

 

Diabetes Victoria would not be able to support those living in our community with diabetes if it was not for 

the generosity of people, especially schools. So, we are asking you to please make a donation while Spring 

cleaning over the holidays.  

 

How can you help? Fill a green Diabetes Victoria bag with pre-loved goods and return it to school by 

Wednesday October 17th. Each bag also raises 30 cents for the school. How many bags can you fill? 

 

Each time you donate your pre-loved, unwanted clothing and small household items, you are making a posi-

tive contribution to your community. Each donation you make brings Diabetes Victoria that much closer to 

finding a cure for diabetes. 

 

What do know about diabetes? When someone has diabetes, their body can’t maintain healthy levels of 

glucose in the blood. Glucose is a form of sugar which is the main source of energy for our bodies. Unhealthy 

levels of glucose in the blood can lead to long term and short term health problems. 

 

Three things you need to know about diabetes: 

 

•   It is not one condition- there are three main types of diabetes: type 1, type 2 and gestational diabetes 

 All types of diabetes are complex and require daily care and management 

 Diabetes does not discriminate, anyone can develop diabetes. 

 
   Art work proceeds to be donated to Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. 

 

PLEASE FILL A BAG AND RETURN IT TO SCHOOL BY WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 17th. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 

Can you work out what number each represents? 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

Art Extravaganza! 

After months of making and planning, our school was able to continue our celebration 

of the arts with the Art Show. It was such a joy seeing so many excited students       

exploring the displays. After school, many parents, siblings, grandparents and extended 

family members ventured into the GP room. It truly was amazing to see so many    

people patiently waiting to come in because of the crowd.  

I am certain that this community involvement shows our students the importance of 

creativity, not only as a means of expression but as an integral skill for their futures. 

Thank you to DPS parents Nicole Cooper for creating the catalogue and Paul Egan and 

Georgia Loccisano for helping to set up.   Also thank you to the staff members who    

assisted with mounting work, setting up and dismantling the show and providing      

support throughout the preparatory stages.  



Tunstall Square Community Project 

Our school is taking part in a community project which involves the painting of car 

park spaces at Tunstall Square. This is open to groups in our area to help create a 

visually pleasing space as well as bringing community together. Last Sunday I was 

preparing our car spot with some initial painting. It was fantastic to have DPS fami-

lies out for the morning dropping past to say hello. Next Sunday families that re-

sponded to the notice for assistance have been rostered to come along to put their 

touches on our design. Many thanks to these families, as without their assistance we 

would not have been involved. I look forward to seeing the finished product and 

seeing our school represented alongside other amazing Manningham groups. 

 

Ms. Deb De Stefanis 



5/6 Asian Expo 

5/6 Asian Expo 

On Monday 17
th
 September, the grade 5/6 students will be presenting the 

culmination of this term’s work in the form of our biannual…  

Asian Expo!!!!! 

We will be presenting to the whole school through 

the day, and we invite parents and friends to 

come through and enjoy the experience after 

school. 

 

The expo will be open from 3:30 – 4:30 and we 
would love to see you there.  

 

Come along… try some food… ask some ques-
tions. Maybe you will learn some things from our 
amazing students! 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

 

We are really excited to be celebrating the Performing Arts at our up-coming concert! 

 Date:      Wednesday September 19th  

 Venue:    Doncaster Secondary College, Church Rd, Doncaster 

 Time:     7.30pm (students should arrive at 7.15pm wearing black/white) 

 Admission:      $5 for adults and children 12+ 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  








