
Art Show: Please make sure you have Friday September 7th in your diary so that you are able to 

come along and join us at our Art Show. The GP room is going to be transformed into an Art Gallery 

which will be open to all community members to visit and enjoy the magnificent art work created by our 

students. Pictured below is some of the amazing art work that our classes have created. These pieces 

plus many others will be auctioned at our Trivia Night taking place the following day – Saturday 8th     

September. Don’t worry if you are unable to attend the Trivia Night, you will still have an opportunity to 

bid on the classroom Art pieces during the Art Show. More information about the Art Show and Trivia 

Night is available in this newsletter. Hope to see you at either or both of these events.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 
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Book Week and Book Fair: Book week last week was a wonderful celebration of books, reading 

and great literature. Our annual Book Parade, held last Thursday, was again a resounding success with 

our students and staff really getting into the spirit of the occasion.  This day is always such a highlight of 

our celebrations where we get to see the amazing creativity and imagination of our students, parents and 

staff come to the fore. To make this day even more memorable, Miss Brown arranged for a visiting     

author / illustrator, Serina Geddes, to come and speak with our students; this was a terrific opportunity 

for all who participated to gain an authentic insight into what it takes to be an author and illustrator. We 

were fortunate that Serina left us with some of her illustrations which we will proudly display in our 

school library. All the Book Week activities created by our students during this day will also be displayed 

in our library. The children really did do such an amazing job in celebrating this year’s selected books. 

Please feel free to come along to our Library at some stage to see their work.  

The Book Fair was also a wonderful success with the school raising around $700 for us to purchase 

more books for our library. Thank you to the many families who also purchased books and then donated 

them to the library. These books will all contain labels acknowledging the families for their generous   

gesture.  Thank you to our PA who organised the Book Fair with particular thank you to Janine Cope, 

Raff Staios, Serena Maloney, Georgia Loccisano, Leanne Maguire, Di Camp, Jacki Chen, Liz Brown, Lisa 

Patterson, Kim Merton and Sandra Dimou – such a terrific team effort! 

  

House Athletics Carnival: Our annual whole school House Athletics Carnival is took place on     

Monday 20th August at Bill Sewart Athletics Track, East Burwood.  Even though it was a rather 

cold day, the rain stayed away long enough to enable all the trials to take place including our junior      

students participating in their own athletics events. It was terrific to see the children displaying great 

sportsmanship throughout the day and celebrating all wins and losses. Congratulations to all the students 

who made it through to the District Athletics events being held later this term. We are very proud of 

everyone’s achievements. Thank you to all the staff who supported the day with a particular thankyou to 

Mr Hogg for all his planning and preparation .  Also a very big thankyou to all the wonderful parents who 

came to help out and/or cheer everyone on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Bee: Our third term Working Bee took place last Sunday. Thank you to the following 

families who came along on a beautiful sunny Sunday morning to help out; Cowley, Condos, Cope,   

Glover, Donaldson, Valentine, Gerald and Burt. Thank you also to Mei (our Library Technician), Mr 

Reiter and Mr McKinlay who also joined us in lending a helping hand. Some of the jobs completed were 

the removal of a large branch at the rear of the oval, cleaning away the cobwebs from around the outside 

of the school buildings, pressure washing the school rubbish bins and two breezeway areas, spreading the 

softfall evenly around the playground areas, weeding the garden beds area and school garden surrounds, 

cleaning the drinking troughs in the breezeways, clearing out a storm water drain, cleaning out a        



storeroom and sweeping up the car park, front of school and tiger turf court area. The hard workers 

were rewarded with a delicious BBQ lunch provided with the support of our PA.  A big thankyou to   

Janine Cope, in particular for organising this.  It was a terrific way to finish off a very productive morning. 

 

Code Camp: Code Camp will once again provide a holiday program to our students during these      

upcoming end of term 3 holidays. The last camp was very well attended and the school received much 

positive feedback from its participants. Bookings are now open; more information is in this newsletter.  

  

Some important dates for your diary: 

 Father’s Day stall at lunchtime – Friday 31st August  

 Aboriginal for a day cultural incursion – Monday 3rd Sept 

 Art Show – Friday September 7th  

 Trivia night – Saturday 8th September 

 Performing Arts Concert – Wednesday 19th September 

 State Schools Spectacular – Saturday 15th September 

 Writers’ Festival – Wednesday 19th September  

 End Term 3 – Friday 21st September 2.30pm dismissal 

 Code Camp – School Holidays 3rd, 4th & 5th October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Father’s Day to all our dads. Hope you have a very special day with your child/ren.  

 

Lena Clark 
 

 

 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Planning Week: 

 In a week’s time all Level Teams and Specialists will be involved in their program planning for Term 4. 

The topic area for our Integrated Units of study next term is the Environment with the individual Level 

Units as follows: 

Foundation -  Farms 

Level 1/2 – Living and Non-Living Things 

Level 3/4 – Endangered Animals 

Level 5/6 – Space and Solar System 

During Planning Week all teachers will be busily involved in the planning of activities in all curriculum   

areas along with relevant incursions and excursions. We look forward to another exciting term’s learning. 

 

NAPLAN: 

We received notification this week that our individual NAPLAN results would most likely arrive at our 

school next week. The results have been a little later coming this year as some schools have completed 

the tests in an online format for the first time. Most schools including Donvale have completed the 

NAPLAN tests in the usual manner. 

 

Technology on the Track: 

At our recent House Athletics at the Bill Sewart track in Nunawading it was great to see technology in 

the form of iPads being used by teachers to record our students’ running, throwing and jumping efforts. 

Thankyou to Mr Hogg for taking considerable time to put this iPad program together. It enabled us all to 

very efficiently streamline the recording and ranking of our students’ results this year. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Father to father: Seven tips for fathering success 

by Michael Grose 

Fatherhood is life-changing. It’s a very personal journey that a man experiences when he takes on the   

responsibility of parenting his kids. It’s also a vital role, and it’s all too easy to neglect the positive impact a 

father can have on his children’s lives. 

Every father’s parenting journey will be different, and there is no one-size-fits-all answer to its challenges. 

But Father’s Day is just around the corner, so this is a great time for some tried and trusted parenting 

tips to help you be the best dad you can be. 

Father’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on how men shape the lives of their children. 

1. Play to your strengths 

Fathers often parent in a more active or action-oriented way than mums, so games, play time and physical 

activity become important parts of a man’s parenting repertoire. Your partner may not always appreciate 

your more active approach, particularly if you play with kids just before bedtime and then leave it to her 

to calm them down. 

How to make it happen: Be yourself, but be smart about it! 

2. Lighten up – don’t take yourself too seriously 

It’s easy to get caught up in your own importance, taking yourself and your work too seriously. For many 

men a bad day at work translates into poor or, at best, distracted experiences when they’re with their 

families. Consider putting a strategy in place, such as exercise, to help you leave work, and the bad moods 

it may engender, behind. 

How to make it happen: Be present in mind as well as in body when you’re with your kids. 

3. Find something in common with your child 

It would be wonderful to say that you can always connect with your kids, but family life is never that 

straightforward. There’ll always be a child who we struggle to connect with, or a developmental stage 

during which the child feels alien to you. In these times it helps if you share a common interest (such as a 

love of sport or music) with them, so that you always have something that will bring you together, even 

though you may not always see eye to eye. 

How to make it happen: Take an active interest in what interests your child. 

4. Go easy on your son sometimes 

Many dads are tough on their boys and have expectations that go way beyond their son’s interest and 

abilities. Remember, it takes boys a little longer to mature. Resist the temptation to turn every game and 

every father-son activity into a lesson and avoid giving advice when your all your son wants is to be      

understood. 

How to make it happen: See the boy as he is now, not the man you want him to grow up to be. 

5. Enjoy the outdoors with your daughter 

The biological nature of fatherhood causes most men to be very protective of their daughters. But that 

doesn’t mean you should put your daughter on a pedestal and treat her like a little princess. Expect a lot  
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from her. Play with her, and get her outdoors as it will do wonders for her confidence and independence. 

How to make it happen: Enjoy spending time outside with your daughters on a regular basis. 

6. Be ready for kids to knock you off your pedestal 

Most children in the preschool and middle-to-late-primary school years look up to their dads. “My dad is 

bigger and better than your dad!” is a type of mantra that’s familiar to many men. Make the most of this 

admiration as the Superman Syndrome won’t last. Young children soon turn into adolescents, who gener-

ally go to great lengths to prove that you’re just Clarke Kent after all. Expect them to stop laughing at 

your jokes, roll their eyes at your well-intentioned advice and even give you the cold shoulder in public. 

Ouch! It can be hurtful to a man who just wants to be the best dad he can be. 

How to to make it happen: Don’t take yourself too seriously, and give them room to be grumpy some-

times. 

7. Give your kids a compass and a map 

One day your children will become truly independent individuals. Don’t worry! You won’t be irrelevant, 

you’ll just be taking the backseat in a more practical and managerial sense. There are two things you can 

do to help your kids safely navigate the world when you’re not around. First, help them develop a set of 

positive values including integrity, honesty and respect that will act as their moral compass when they 

have difficult decisions to make.  Second, reveal your personal story over time, as this narrative will    

become ingrained like personal map that will guide them when life gets tough. It’s good to know that they 

won’t be in uncharted territory when they finally strike out on their own. 

How to make it happen: Take the time to tell kids your story and own it – don’t make them guess it or 

learn it from someone else. 

Father’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on how men shape the lives of their children. It’s a 

very personal reflection as each man’s experience of fatherhood is as unique as the children they are    

raising. Take the time to reflect on your own fathering style as well as the contribution that a father 

(either your own dad or else’s dad) has made to your own life. 

 



August 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 

Indigenous Infusion -        

Aboriginal for a day  

4 5 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

6 

All day:  Snr Hooptime 

7 

ART SHOW 

8 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

10 

 

11 

7.00pm:  School 

Council meeting 

12 

 

13 

All day:  SSS Choir rehearsal 

at Hisense Arena 

14 

All day:  SSS Choir  

rehearsal at Hisense 

Arena 

15 

State Schools 

Spectacular 

17 

 

18 

District Athletics 

19 

Writers Festival - Special 

assembly at 1.50 

7.30pm:  PERFORMING ARTS 

CONCERT at Doncaster S.C. 

20 

 

21 

Last day of Term 3 - 

2.30 Dismissal 

 

27 28 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

29 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 3/4 Gym 

30 

 

31 

September 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 



GENERAL 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Blossoming tree in front of school - Spring has sprung! 

Assessment & Reporting 

At Donvale we are continually working to maintain effective communication between parents and the 

school in order to improve the learning outcomes of our students. 

Two weeks ago we opened a survey to our parent body to evaluate the effectiveness of the report      

format in communicating the students’ progress and learning achievements over the semester, and      

identifying areas for improvement and further learning. 

The survey is now closed, and we are analysing the results and discussing the outcomes with leadership, 

staff and School Council. To those who responded, we thank you for taking the time to record your 

opinions and suggestions which will enable us to ensure that future student reports are as informative as 

possible. 

 

Rick Gordon 

Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

It’s Nearly Here! 

This special Art Show created for your children is a chance for them to have a gallery experience without 

leaving the school. Each class will visit the gallery during the day where they will be guided through the 

displays and activities. 

 They will:  

 See over 700 pieces of art work. 

 Be delighted by special instillations created just for our event including a ‘Glow in the Dark’ tent 

featuring glowing work from our Foundation students, character portraits with purpose built      

electric circuits and LED lights from our 3/4 classes, as well as a village of ceramic houses with    

flickering LED candles from our 5/6 students. 

 Participate in activities ranging from Character Cubes to build with, comment boxes to leave      

reflective notes in and an Art Scavenger Hunt competition with prizes. 

 View whole class art pieces that each child has proudly contributed to. 

 Experience the fact that creativity in all forms is to be celebrated and nurtured. 

We are excited to share this with family and friends and look forward to seeing you all from 3:30pm on 

Friday 7th September. Invitation and catalogue of Class Auction pieces coming home soon. 

 

Thank you 

Ms. Deb De Stefanis 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

Junior Hooptime 

Last Thursday on the 16th of August, all students from Grades 3 and 4 ventured out to the State        

Basketball Centre in Wantirna South to play a number of basketball games against other schools. All   

students performed well on the day, and showed a great deal of sportsmanship against Mountain Gate 

and Heathmont Primary School’s during the day. Unfortunately our All Star team lost the Grand Final by 

3 points, but they should still qualify (99% certain) for the Regional tournament which is likely in Term 4. 

One of our other teams, the Donvale Dogs, was lucky enough to win the Grand Final in their division, 

with a final score of 5-3 over Heathmont. A fantastic result for those students.  

A big thank you needs to go out to the teachers in the 3-4 area, for their help in coaching our students, 

as well as Leanne Maguire, Jacinta Reed, Lisa Oldham, Cass Buckle and Anastasia Tarenidis who all helped 

coach teams on the day, with Leanne and Jacinta also coaching from the very start with our training     

sessions.  

 

House Athletics 

Well done to all students and teachers who braved the cold and windy conditions at Bill Sewart Athletics 

Track in Nunawading on Monday. While conditions weren’t the greatest, we got through the day with a 

number of students heading home with ribbons. A great feat by all! 

Just a reminder, that the next step for students from Grades 3-6 is the District Athletics, which is      

scheduled for the final Tuesday of the term in Week 10. Students will be informed of the final squad in 

the coming days. 

 



FROM THE STUDENTS... 

Wonnies Concert 

We were very proud to show everyone how well we have been learning our instruments with Wonnies.  

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported us.  

Recounts from Athletics Day - Foundation students 

Ready set go! My heart was beating fast and I felt incredible. I came third.   Clementine G 

 

This was going to be the best day ever! It was Athletics day. I loved the relay races and long jump. It was 

the best day. I came second and I was amazed!   Lyla H 

 

Yes! I came sixth again. Ready set go! I ran with almost all of the Preppies. I had a fun time.  Fynn P 

 

This was going to be the best day ever! It was Athletics day. The best part was running and racing. When 

I was running I was feeling so so happy. My heart was pounding.   Ebony K 

 

Ready set go! We were in a race. My heart was beating faster than ever. I came second! I ran like a    

lightning bolt. It was out of this world.   Eleanor M 

 

Yes! It was a blast. It was Athletics day! I loved the sprints! I was the 3rd one to cross the line. Caleb B 

 

Ready set go! When I was doing the sprints I raced the Foundation boys and I came first and I got a     

ribbon. It was the best ribbon.   Cody N 

 

 

 



 

BOOK WEEK 

HOUSE ATHLETICS 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

The children had so much fun last week with Book Week, with the focus this week on continuing the concept of respect within the OSH 

room and creating positive connections to promote inclusion.   The children have also worked very hard with Joyce and Clare learning 

about respecting one another and the importance of listening to each other. It is good to see them all taking on board what is being said 

and applying it to create a more positive experience in OSHClub. 

 Next week we will focus on the importance of healthy eating and work together to research better and healthier eating options for   

OSHClub and for them to take home. 

We would like to remind parents that if your child is required to be signed out early in the morning for any reason, such as early        

excursions or one off extra-curricular activities, must be communicated to the educators either before or on the morning of with either a 

written note or text message to the service number outlining an authorisation for your child to be signed out early. This process is for 

casual, one off events. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 Just a few reminders that cancellations online without charge now must be 48 hours in advanced. Any absences within the 48 hour time 

window will be charged accordingly and must be communicated to the program phone directly via call or SMS. 

 Please be advised that when using your new online booking system all bookings must be made in advance, more than 24 

hours business days. For all bookings where this is not possible, meaning those required to be made in less than 24 hours 

(business days), please contact us ASAP or leave a message on our service phone 0402 362 443 and we will advise you at 

the start of our next session time if we have a vacancy. The same applies to cancellations and we ask for your assistance 

on contacting us regarding last minute cancellations as this helps to open vacancies for other OSHClub families. 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443 

Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au 

Coordinator: Joyce  Assistants: Clare  

OSHClub Head Office & Accounts contact:  1300 395 735 &  oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au 

If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above phone   
number or email. 

mailto:blackburn@oshclub.com.au
mailto:oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

Yummy treats available at the Canteen at Friday recess! 

HOT CHOCOLATE & POPCORN for sale  

Only $1.00 each 

                        

  

 

 

 

What are you waiting for???? 1 week to go! 
 

Trivia Night - Sat 8
th

 September 
 

Book your table of 10 or individual tickets NOW!  Only $25 per head. 

BYO Drinks and snacks 
 

Check out some of these AMAZING auction items: 

- Teacher Auctions - 

Science Club with Mr. Garcia,  

1-on-1 Coaching in a sport of your choice with Mr. Hogg,  

Be ‘Wendy’ for the day with Mrs. Cheesman 

‘Footy Experience’ -listen to the coach’s talk in the changerooms before running onto the 
ground- with Ms. Trend 

 

Plus, many more fantastic sports experience auction items, luxury car weekend and all the Art 
Show class pieces up for your bidding.   

 

This night is our school’s premier fundraiser of the year, or should we say FUN-raiser as it’s    
always a great night of laughs and good times. 

 

We’d hate for you to miss out, so order your tickets at the office – as a table or individually… you 
can even bring non-Donvale PS friends, too!  Everyone’s welcome! 

 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
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               Birthday Wishes To 
             Siyun W, Holly L, Lucinda V, Madeline C, Pearce G, Charlotte M,            

Ethan O’B 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 31st August to 13th 
September 

 

FATHER’S DAY POP-UP STALL 

 

Everything $2 

Bring a bag, buy dad a gift – choose from a range of items from   
mugs to t-shirts and lots in between. 

 

When: Friday 31
st

 Aug at Lunchtime 

Where: Senior Building 

                   

 

 

 

 

The Parents’ Association would like to thank all the lovely people who did wonderful work      
running last week’s Book Fair.  You are truly AWESOME! 

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Donvale Dynamites U9 Boys 

Round 4 was a 2-0 win for the Dynamites against the Birralee Bombers.                                            

Well done to Kingsley L. for his great dribbling skills and defence which really helped the team. 

 

Round 5 was a 12-3 loss to the OLOP Redbacks.  Another tough game with the Dynamites playing great 

as a team.   

Thomas M. had an amazing game running hard up and down the court on defence, all on a very sore 

knee.  Great job!   



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

                             

LEARN KARATE 

@ 
Melbourne Kenpo Karate Concepts 

We will empower your children with confidence,  

discipline and self-respect 

Mention this Ad for our new special 

Beginners Karate Classes 

$39.95 for 6 lessons including a free uniform 

Call Sensei Dane: 0418 345 305 

Guarantee your place in class today    


