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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
Lots happening at Donvale PS this term….
Book Week: Book Week and Book Fair:
I would like to remind you
that our annual Book Fair will be taking place from next Tuesday 21st to
Thursday 23rd August. Thank you to the PA for once again making this
opportunity happen at DPS. The Book Fair, supported by Lamont Books, will
be taking place in our school library before and after school. I encourage you
to go along and make some purchases from the wonderful array of books that
will be available. Funds raised will go towards purchasing more books for our
school library – a very worthy cause.

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience

Our annual Book Week Parade is taking place on Thursday 23rd August.
This is always a fun day where we get to dress up as our favourite book
character or characters from this year’s shortlisted books selected by the
Children’s Book Council. The Book parade will take place in the Senior
building commencing around 9.10am. All families and friends are welcome to
join us during this time. The students will also enjoy a presentation from our
visiting children’s book author and illustrator, Serina Geddes. Thank you to
Miss Brown, in particular, and the staff of Donvale PS for the planning and
preparations in making this year’s Book Week celebrations another wonderful
opportunity for our students to engage with and enjoy great literature.

Compassion
Quote of
the week:

Art Show: Planning and preparations are coming along smoothly for our
upcoming Art Show scheduled for Friday 7th September. The GP room will
be transformed into an Art Gallery where our students and all members of our
community will be able to throughout the day, view the wonderful art works
created by the children of Donvale PS. Each class has created magnificent class
art pieces, which will also be on display in our Gallery. Each of the class art
pieces will be auctioned at the school’s Trivia night the following evening,
Saturday 8th September. I hope that you will be able to attend these events
and support the school in doing so.
Tickets for the Trivia Night are on sale now. Gather a group of friends and join
us for this fun filled evening supporting our school’s fundraising efforts.
Thank you to Amina Gerald who organised our recent Tupperware fundraiser.
Not only did 10% of all sales go to the school, but we also received a
wonderful Tuppaware donation which will be auctioned at the Trivia night.
Thank you also to members of our community who supported this fundraiser.

It all goes to making our school a better place for our children.
House Athletics Carnival: Our annual whole school House Athletics Carnival is taking place next
Monday 20th August at Bill Sewart Athletics Track, East Burwood. All parents are welcome to
attend to help cheer the children on and help wherever possible. Children come dressed in their sporty
house colours and enjoy a day participating in a variety of athletics events. Keep an eye out on Compass
messages from Mr Hogg who will continue to provide you with more details of the day.
Performing Arts Concert: Our biennial Performing Arts Concert is taking place on Wednesday
19th September being held this year in Doncaster Secondary School’s Theatre. Mrs Keep has planned a
wonderful evening which highlights and celebrates the amazing musical talents of our students. It is simply
a marvellous evening; I hope to see you there. More information about this event is found this newsletter
and Compass.
Writer’s Festival: The children have commenced their writing pieces which will feature during our
Writer’s Festival on Wednesday 19th September. This year, the children are exploring events in their
lives where they have been challenged by situations that may have left them feeling unhappy or
disillusioned in some way. The children are sharing their stories in how that have shown resilience in
facing these challenges. A special assembly is planned For Wednesday 19th September commencing around
9.10am in the Senior building. Visiting children’s author, Corinne Fenton, will be a special guest during the
assembly. Parents and guests will be invited to visit the Writer’s Gallery in the GP room, after the
assembly to view the writing display. Please put this date in your diary as it is an event that can’t be
missed.
Parent Opinion Survey: Our school is currently conducting a survey to find out what parents think
of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education
and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist
schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and
student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school
planning and improvement strategies. Approximately 30 per cent of our parents have been invited to
participate in this year’s survey. If you are one such parent, your time in completing the survey would be
greatly appreciated. With our School Review taking place in first term 2019, all constructive feedback on
your thoughts about our school will support us in moving forward and developing our next four year
Strategic Plan. We are always on a journey of continuous improvement so feedback about what we are
doing well as well as what you feel we could do better, would be appreciated. All responses to the
survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey is being conducted from Monday 23 July to
Sunday 26 August.
Code Camp: Code Camp will once again provide a holiday program to our students during these
upcoming end of term 3 holidays. The last camp was very well attended and the school received much
positive feedback from its attendees. Bookings are now open; more information is in this newsletter.
New Blinds: Several classrooms in the junior building have now been fitted with new blinds. These
blinds replace the old venetian blinds and are far more functional and aesthetically appealing. The money
used for these blinds has been taken from the school’s fundraising - all money which has been raised by
our PA and community. Thank you to everyone for your support. The children’s classrooms are now
more brighter and functional learning places for our children to enjoy. Thank you to Craig Cowley,

Vice President of our School Council, for all his time and efforts in managing the installation of the blinds
across the school. This has been a big job which is very much appreciated by us all.
Working Bee: Our third term Working Bee is coming up on Sunday 26th August 9.00 – 12.00am. If you
have some time free, the Buildings and Grounds Committee would love you to join us to lend a helping
hand. With such large school grounds, there is always much to do to keep our school looking at its best.
Come along with the family and enjoy a delicious BBQ lunch prepared by our wonderful members of the
PA. Hope to see your there.
Some important dates for your diary:


House Athletics Carnival – Monday 20th August



Book Week – Monday 20th – 24th August



Book Fair – Monday 20th 23rd August



Book Week dress up day – Thursday 23rd August



Working Bee – Sunday 26th August



Art Show – Friday September 7th



Trivia night – Saturday 8th September



Performing Arts Concert – Wednesday 19th September



Writers’ Festival – Wednesday 19th September



End Term 3 – Friday 21st September 2.30pm dismissal

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

PARENTING MATTERS ...

Parenting kids who want to be boss
by Michael Grose
If you are locked in a power struggle with a child or youngster, then you’ll be forever battling to get some
cooperation unless you make some adjustments. The coercive approach won’t cut it as they’ll refuse
outright, or just dawdle along on their own terms.
Any of these situations sound familiar?
You are trying to get a child to do something and they just won’t play your game. Your request for help
is met with an excuse or, worse, an argument. Reminders about bedtime are met with a defiant, ‘NO!’ or
worse – dawdling. “I’ll go to bed later,” is the response from some children. It’s infuriating!
Most families will have at least one child who insists on getting their way and doesn’t like to be told what
to do. I call them ‘Make me’ kids because everything about their demeanour at times wants you to ‘Make
them’ do what they’re told. These kids value power and don’t shy away from a fight.
Some kids refuse to cooperate when the tone and language of coercion is used. These kids value control
and want autonomy, so you need to communicate in a way that doesn’t trigger their need to wrest
control from you.
Avoiding power struggles
Power struggles between parents and children are common. Often “Because I said so” becomes more
important than the issue we are fighting or arguing over.
The key reason for this battle of wills between parents and difficult kids fundamentally comes from a
desire for control. If you are locked in a power struggle with a child then you will forever be battling
with them for cooperation unless you take a different track with them.
Forget the “Do this and do it now!” approach with these kids.
It may have cut it in the past and it may be effective with ‘Well-behaved’ kids, but it doesn’t cut it these
days, particularly with kids who want to be the boss.
These kids refuse to cooperate when the tone and language of coercion is used. These kids value control
and want autonomy, so you need to communicate in a way that doesn’t trigger their need to wrest
control from you.
Such kids respond well to the language of cooperation, which involves giving them a choice, and is more
about asking for help than demanding compliance. You don’t have to grovel, but you do need to watch
your language with these little power-seekers and remember that cooperation is won, not demanded!
Taking a different approach
Here are some strategies that will increase the likelihood of getting cooperation from kids who like to be
the ‘Boss’:

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL

1.

Don’t fight over every issue: Cut the little ‘Boss’ some slack and let them make some decisions
themselves. If you want a say in every area of their lives then you’ll soon find yourself locked in
power struggles over relatively inconsequential issues like clothing, bedroom tidiness and food. For
instance, if a young child doesn’t want to wear a jumper in winter then so be it. There are bigger
parenting fish to fry! I see parents exhaust themselves over minor battles so that when big issues
come up, they just give in!

2.

Tell them what you will do: Most of us tell kids what to do, which they promptly ignore. It’s far
better to tell them what action YOU will take. This subtle shift in language has a huge impact in
terms of getting some cooperation from ‘Make me’ kids. Next time you want to tell you child what
to do, catch yourself. Instead, tell them what you are going to do. Here’s some examples: “I’ll
serve ice cream when you are seated at the table.” “I’ll listen to you when you have calmed
down.” “I’ll drive when you are quiet.” Get into the habit of focusing on what you will do, rather
than on what they should do and you’ll start to see an shift in terms of getting cooperative behaviour almost immediately.

3.

Let consequences work their magic: Of course, you need to stop nagging kids about their
behaviours and allow them to experience the consequences of some of their poor choices. This
removes you from the power struggle and lets experience be their teacher.

Power-hungry or bossy kids challenge parents who are authoritarian by nature, or who were raised in
very authoritarian ways. These kids need smarter handling if we are going to get cooperation from them.
They are often referred to as stubborn, disobedient, pig-headed and argumentative. The flip side is that
they can be strong-willed, assertive and determined individuals.
Either way they can present difficulties to us as parents as we manage them on a day-to-day basis, particularly when they directly challenge us. But with a little change in parenting style, they can grow into
wonderful kids who are confident in their abilities and comfortable making independent decisions.
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DPS WORKING BEE
SUNDAY AUGUST 26th 2018
9.00am – 12.00pm

Come along with the whole family and spend the morning helping make our school
grounds even more beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as mowers, whipper
snippers, shovels, blowers, garden gloves, pruning shears, hedge trimmers, high pressure
washers, etc.
A delicious BBQ lunch will be provided by our Parents Association.

Hope to see you there.
Building and Grounds Committee
For catering purposes, we would appreciate it if you please completed the
form below and return it to your child’s class teacher by
Wednesday 22nd August 2018
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We will be attending the DPS Working Bee on Sunday 26th August
Name:___________________________________________________________

Number attending:_______________________________________

GENERAL
Assessment & Reporting
At Donvale we are continually working to maintain effective communication between parents and the
school in order to improve the learning outcomes of our students.
Following the publication of the Semester One student reports, we want to survey our parent body to
evaluate the effectiveness of the report format in communicating the students’ progress and learning
achievements over the semester, and identifying areas for improvement and further learning.
Please click on the link below to access the survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PC3FS73
We look forward to hearing your opinions and suggestions, so that we can ensure that future student reports are as informative as possible.

Rick Gordon
Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator

2019 Enrolments
If you have a child starting Foundation next year, please get your enrolment form in now. We are
currently in the process of structuring classes and need to firm up numbers asap.

Ukelele lessons
Wonnies will be introducing ukulele lessons at Donvale. If your son/daughter is interested, please contact
Wonnies on 9812 2568. Lessons are available to students of all ages.
If you are interested in other instrumental lessons, pick up a flyer from the office.

Congratulations ...
Under 11 Magpies upcoming Grand Final
Big congratulations to the Donvale Magpie Under 11’s for making the grand final in the Eastern Football
League. The Grand Final is to be played at 10.30am on Sunday 19th August at Moreton Park
Blackburn. Come along and cheer them on!
Good luck to the awesome Magpies team coached by DPS dad, Brett Moyes and includes DPS kids
Connor P, Lachlan M, Darcy B, Noah L, Lucas C, Wattles S and ex-students Spencer P and Marcus V.
The boys loved Mr Hogg cheering them on one cold Sunday, and would love your support this
Sunday. $5 entry for adults - awesome coffee, delicious egg and bacon rolls and a great Donvale
community encouraging them on the sidelines.

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis

Save the Date!
It’s been a very busy time in the art room as we put the finishing
touches on our art works. You will see painting, drawing, stitching,
weaving, sculpting, construction, collage and stamping.
We are all becoming excited by the opportunity to share our creativity
with an audience. This process of making and displaying with audience in
mind is crucial to the art making process. It is also a part of the
assessment standards for Visual Arts in the Victorian Curriculum.
We look forward to seeing you all at our Art Show on Friday 7th September at 3:30pm.
Help Wanted Please
Setting up 700 plus pieces of our children’s art work will be made much easier with many hands. So I am
putting a call out to any family members free to come and help for as little or long as they can.
Date: Thursday 6th Sep
Time: 9:00am onwards
Assist with: Setting out work on tables, display boards and walls
I would really appreciate any help. Please come see me in the art room or let your child’s classroom
teachers know if you are able to help.

Many thanks
Ms. Deb De Stefanis

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS - Mrs Keep

A celebration of our Performing Arts
Program
Every second year we hold a concert which features musical highlights by our
students.
Date:

Wednesday September 19

Venue:

Doncaster Secondary College

Time:

7.30pm

What to wear: Black and white by all participants
Cost:

$5 per person over 12 (door sales)
(Participating students will not require a ticket.)

The program will include the following:


Foundation classes, singing and dancing



Junior and Senior choirs



Year 1 and 2 students playing Marimbas/Dancing



Our Senior Marimba Band



Mandarin dance/song



Year 3/4 students playing recorder



Examples of World Dance by a few selected groups (year 3/4 and 5/6)

This is an optional activity in which your child is most welcome to participate. If so, please have them
wear Black and White.
We’d love to see you there!

Regards,
Anthea Keep

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg

House Athletics on Monday
On Monday the 20th of August, all students will head to Bill Sewart Athletics Track (Burwood Highway,
Nunawading) for the Donvale Primary School House Athletics Carnival.
Students from Grades 3-6 will participate in a number of athletics events on the day, which will lead into
our District Athletics team later on this term. Students from Foundation-2 will participate in a number of
activities in the centre of the field, similar to what occurred last year.
All students will head to the track via bus (please visit Compass to pay for the event). Middle and senior
students will depart school at 9.10am. The buses will then return to school to pick up students in the
junior school with an expected departure time of 9.50am.
Juniors will head back to school at 1.00pm, while seniors will leave the track at approximately 2.30pm.
As it is a long event, students are required to bring with them the following things for the day


School bag.



Warm clothes in case of inclement weather.



Drink bottle



Medication (such as asthma puffers) that is required



Snack, fruit and lunch.

Students are absolutely encouraged to dress up in clothes that represent their house colours, however as
it is a sporting carnival, they need to ensure that they are going to be appropriate for participating in
events (eg. Appropriate runners).
Any parents that are willing to help out on the day to provide assistance will be greatly appreciated. Duties will range from helping out the groups of students at the events on the day, recording score tallies
and handing out ribbons, being judges for races as well as helping with setting up and packing up. Please
contact the office or myself directly if you are able and willing to help out.
Thank you
Michael Hogg

Program Update
Dear families,
We hope you have had a great week so far! We would like say thank you for your patience in the transition to find a replacement for
Sherry and in the interim, as Reynold returns back to his program, Joyce will be filling in and working with Clare.
Next week we look forward to celebrating Book Week with the children therefore most of the activities on the planner will be based
around this theme. We would love for the children to bring in their favourite books for everyone to share and read together.
Just a few reminders that cancellations online without charge now must be 48 hours in advanced. Any absences within the 48 hour time
window will be charged accordingly and must be communicated to the program phone directly via call or SMS.

Please be advised that when using your new online booking system all bookings must be made in
advance, more than 24 hours business days. For all bookings where this is not possible, meaning
those required to be made in less than 24 hours (business days), please contact us ASAP or leave a
message on our service phone 0402 362 443 and we will advise you at the start of our next session
time if we have a vacancy. The same applies to cancellations and we ask for your assistance on
contacting us regarding last minute cancellations as this helps to open vacancies for other
OSHClub families.
OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443
Email: donvale@oshclub.com.au
Coordinator: Joyce Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office & Accounts contact: 1300 395 735 & oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au
If you have any issues managing or changing your account details please contacts the accounts team on the above
phone number or email.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

‘Every 1’s a Winner’ with
HOT CHOCOLATE & POPCORN for sale
at the Canteen this FRIDAY at RECESS. Only $1.00 each

Trivia Night - Sat 8

th

September

Book your tables or individual tickets NOW!
Don’t miss out on the BIGGEST social event in Donvale PS’s calendar!
Hosted by professional quizmasters, Quizzame, the night will feature plenty of fun and laughs,
auctions and games.
Return your ticket order forms to the Office ASAP!

Click on the link to the Parent Sign-Up Zone page in Compass to sign
up for the dates which still need helpers.

Next week: Book Fair in the Library. Parent helpers are required to help with purchases,
no setup or pack up required.
Tues 21 Aug 8:30-9:30am, 3:00-4:00pm
Wed 22 Aug 8:30-9:30am, 3:00-4:00pm
Thur 23 Aug 8:30am-9:10am (Parade start time)
Father’s Day Aprons distribute to classes: Thurs 30 Aug, 9am.
Friday Recess Canteen Sales 7th Sept & 21st Sept

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!

U9 Boys Donvale Dinosaurs:
Dinosaurs lost the last two games (2-32 vs Ser/St.Ch Stars, 0-16 vs Milgate Rockets) but the team keeps
making very good progress. The boys were playing with more confidence and resilience and showing
great team work. Everyone is trying their best! Well done!
Donvale Dynamites U9 Boys: Round 3 was a 5-0 win for the U9 boys Donvale Dynamites against the
Birralee Bombers. Just 3 games in and all the first-timers are doing incredibly well, especially with learning all the rules of the game and playing as a team. Congratulations to Lenny H. who played a great game
especially on defence and getting a few steals.
Round 4 was a tough 24-0 loss for the Dynamites against the Beverley Hills Broncos. It was a tough
match against a team with bigger boys, so lots of bumps and bruises but the Dynamites were resilient and
stuck together as a team. Well done to Jimmy T. for his amazing defence. Go Dynamites!

Birthday Wishes To
Justin D, Emily L, Nicholas M, Sam D, Lucas C
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 17th to 29th August

COLES BAG DESIGN COMPETITION
Your bag design could win our school $5,000!
Coles are giving all primary and secondary school students across Australia the opportunity to design the
new range of Coles reusable shopping bags and win fantastic prizes.
Each selected bag design will be rewarded with $5000 for your school to spend on an environmental or
sustainability project, plus a $500 Coles Gift Card awarded to the student who created the winning
design. No less than 7 amazing bag designs will be selected.
Bag Designs
Coles are looking for original bag designs that are bold, creative and desirable. Your bag design should
be based on one of the following design themes:
1.

Nature and our environment.

2.

Delicious, fresh food.

3.

"Happiness is ____?"

4.

"Where my imagination takes me..."

The design style is completely up to students. Designs could include photography, illustrations, graphic
designs or drawings. Students can enter as many times as they like however, each design must be an
original.
How to Enter


Download the die lines of the example bag. Full details and terms and
conditions can be found on Coles website at: coles.com.au/bagdesign
Ensure your design is contained within the die lines.



Design the bag using one of the 4 specified design themes as your inspiration.



Save your final design as a PDF document no larger than 8MB



Complete one entry form per bag design submission.



Email your bag design PDF document & entry form to: colesbagdesign@coles.com.au



All entries to this mailbox must be received no later than midnight on Monday 22nd October 2018.

How will the entries be judged?


The bag entries will be judged by a panel from Coles and design agencies.



The bag entries will be judged based on the use of the design theme, creativity, attractiveness and
desirability of the design.



Remember the competition closes at midnight on Monday 22nd October 2018.
Students can enter the competition as many times as they like. The winners will be announced in
March 2019.

GOOD LUCK!

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
advertisers.

LEARN KARATE
@
Melbourne Kenpo Karate
Concepts
We will empower your children with

