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Our Values 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Resilience 

Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 

Asian Cultural Day: Last Wednesday, our school presented an ‘Asian 

Cultural Day’ to our students and community. The day enabled the children to 

engage in a variety of Asian inspired activities including enjoying a delicious Asian 

lunch. It all culminated with a Korean musical performance which included a 

dance and drum presentation. Unfortunately, due to other commitments, I was 

out of the school for most of the day; however, I was able to return to school in 

time to view the Korean musical performance. This was such a wonderful 

presentation of the Korean culture and so inspiring to see that most of the    

performers were children. Chatting to our students provided me with a       

wonderful insight of the day where they shared their excitement and             

enthusiasm. A very big thank you to our Mandarin teacher, Mr Kho, for all his 

hard work in planning and preparing for the day. He has worked for many 

months in getting the day organised and ensuring that the children’s learning   

experiences were interesting and engaging. Thank you also particularly, to the 

specialist team who supported Mr Kho with his preparations.  Of course, a big 

thank you to all the staff who also embraced the day whole-heartedly. Overall, it 

was another fantastic event at Donvale PS. 

Parent Opinion Survey: Our school is conducting a survey to find out what 

parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey     

offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst 

a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining 

an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour 

and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform 

and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. Approximately 30 

per cent of our parents have been invited to participate in this year’s survey. If 

you are one such parent, your time in completing the survey would be greatly 

appreciated. With our School Review taking place in first term 2019, all        

constructive feedback on your thoughts about our school will support us in 

moving forward and developing our next four year Strategic Plan. We are always 

on a journey of continuous improvement so feedback about what we are doing 

well as well as what you feel we could do better, would be appreciated.  All    

responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey is 

being conducted from Monday 23 July to Sunday 26 August.  

Safety Barrier: Over the coming weeks, a safety barrier fence will be 

erected alongside the drive up to the pick-up / drop-off zone. This fence will   

ensure that students do not exit or enter their cars unless they are in the safe 

area of the pick-up / drop-off zone. It will also ensure that children and adults 

walking into the school via this entrance will remain on the path and be         

protected from entering cars.  



New Blinds for the Junior School: Shortly, several classrooms in the junior building will be     

receiving new window blinds. Once again, we thank the PA for their fundraising efforts as money raised  

throughout year will be used to support the purchase of these blinds. Not only are these new blinds 

functional and purposeful but they are also very aesthetically pleasing and much less of a burden to keep 

clean. Thank you to the PA for all their work in helping raise this money and to our community for their 

support – all fundraising is used to improve the school’s facilities and resources so that our children    

receive the best learning opportunities possible.  

Trivia Night:         A reminder that our Trivia Night is coming up on Saturday 8th September. Tickets 

are now on sale. Get together with friends and family and join us for a fantastic night of fun and frivolity. 

Live auctions of class art work will be taking place throughout the night. All proceeds of the night will go     

towards the school in providing more and improved resources and facilities to the students. More      

information about the event is in this newsletter. Hope to see you there. 

Some more special news:  There must be something in the water at Donvale 

PS as yet another teacher has returned from holidays announcing their engagement to be 

married. Congratulations to Mr Garcia, 3/4 class teacher, who returned to school from 

leave this week informing us of the happy news.  Mr Garcia travelled to Spain where he 

proposed to his long-time girlfriend who is now his fiancé! This is such exciting news for 

the happy couple. We wish them all the very best as they plan their future together.  

 

Lena Clark 

Some important dates for your diary: 

 Book Week – Monday 20th – 24th August 

 Book Week dress up day – Thursday 23rd August 

 Art Show – Friday September 7th  

 Trivia night – Saturday 8th September 

 Performing Arts Concert – Wednesday 19th September 

 Writers’ Festival – Wednesday 19th September 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Asian Cultural Day: 

As I stood out the front of last Wednesday’s assembly to thank the South Korean Performing Arts    

Company for their wonderful show I looked out over a stunning range of colourful and authentic Asian 

costumes that our students had dressed up in to celebrate our Asian Cultural Day. At Donvale we are so 

lucky to have Mr Kho on staff to not only teach our students the Mandarin language so proficiently, 

though also to introduce our students to Asian customs and culture through a variety of mediums. Not 

many people would be aware that Mr Kho speaks 5 languages. People would also not be aware that Mr 

Kho is a fine cook who took on the rather daunting task of feeding the whole school a delicious Korean 

BBQ lunch of Bulgogi (sliced and marinated beef) on steamed rice. We also thank Mr Kho’s wife and   

several parents and friends who helped distribute the lunches to the classrooms and serve them at the 

canteen. Before the final performance by the South Korean Performing Arts Company our students     

rotated through 5 Asian cultural activities which included making dragons, hacky sack, kites, fans, zodiac 

signs and flags. They also tested their skill at chopstick games, dragon tail chasey, Asian Jack stones,      

origami and calligraphy. 

Thanks Mr Kho for all your hard work over several weeks organising a wonderful day of Asian cultural 

activities, performances and cuisine. Our celebration of Asian culture is a significant day on our school 

calendar and last Wednesday we saw again just how special it is. 

 

Ian McKinlay. 

 

 

 

 
 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

WIN KIDS COOPERATION, DON’T DEMAND IT 

Parenting is fun when kids are cooperative, but a nightmare when kids refuse to behave the way you wish 

they would. 

Normally, we would expect kids to cooperate with their parents. 

After all, fitting in with the expectations of their family is the start of an important socialisation process. 

I’m not talking about blind obedience, but a desire on the child’s part to fit in with the expressed needs of 

their parents and teachers. 

But we know from experience things don’t always work out that way. 

So let’s take a closer look at the factors that may be driving their unruly behaviour. 

The language has changed 

When I grew up, my parents spoke more about obedience than cooperation. 

In fact, my Grade 2 school report even had a section about Obedience. (Yep, I got a tick for Obedience 

that year!) 

Developing a relationship with kids before adolescence is like money in the bank: you’ve got lots of   

goodwill to draw on when normal teen-parent conflict occurs. 

Adults demanded obedience from kids back then…and generally got it. 

Corporal punishment was in vogue, which helped keep the troublemakers in line. 

But we also lived in a hierarchical society where men were paid more than women, certain races were discriminated against 

all over the world, and corporal punishment in schools was the order of the day. Kids were expected to 

show their elders respect…or else. 

These days, thankfully, our society is far less rigid. 

All voices are considered equal and mutual respect is an expected social norm. 

Adults (parents, teachers, sports coaches, grandparents and others) now must win cooperation from kids, 

rather than demand obedience. 

The question then becomes, what steps can we take to win their cooperation? 

 

Build a relationship first 

Co-operation is more likely to be won if you have a healthy, strong relationship with your kids. 

In fact, parents of teenagers will know that a strong relationship gives them leverage. 

Developing a relationship with kids before adolescence is like money in the bank: you’ve got lots of    

goodwill to draw on when normal teen-parent conflict occurs. 

But it’s not just with teenagers that your relationship matters. 

Kids in primary school are more likely to side with you when your relationship is strong. 

Invite cooperation 

Cooperation is usually invited in families. 

For instance, if grandma comes to visit you can either tell your kids what to do, or you can invite them to 

actively participate in the occasion. 

“Grandma is coming to stay next weekend. How can we make her visit more fun?” 

Inviting kids to cooperate encourages them to voluntarily contribute, while keeping your expectations 

clear. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


Kids that usually rebel against their parents’ demands (those stubborn “Make me” kids), will often happily 

cooperate when they are invited rather than told what to do. 

Inviting cooperation rather than demanding compliance works gangbusters with young power-seekers and 

control freaks. 

My successful behaviour management book One Step Ahead was based on the premise that parents can 

work successfully with kids who insist on having their own way as long as they developed a new set of 

behaviour management skills based on cooperation rather than obedience. 

Use the language of cooperation 

In the days when obedience ruled parents generally relied on the language of coercion to get kids to help 

out or do the right thing. “Do this now please!” “Jeremy, I want you to help your sister with her       

homework.” 

There is still a place for coercive language in families, but it won’t generally work with kids who like to 

have their own way. 

For those kids, cooperative language works far better because they get to feel like they are calling the 

shots. It’s also more respectful as well. 

Cooperative language is different than coercive language in both tone of delivery and choice of words. 

Cooperative language is generally more friendly, and delivered using an ‘adult voice’ rather than in the 

‘demanding parent’, or ‘whining child’ voice. 

Here are three types of cooperative language you can use to get more cooperation: 

1. Give a choice of two actions: “If you are going to make a racket play outside; if you want to stay 

inside please play quietly. What would you like to do?” Giving kids a choice of what to do, or how    

something will be done will get you cooperation 90% of the time. 

2. Ask, don’t tell: “Can you give me a hand with dinner during the advertisement break?” A little     

consideration goes a long way. 

3.   Focus on you, not them: “I’ll put the meal on the table when you’ve set the table.” Focusing on 

what you will do, rather than on what they should do, is the absolute kicker when it comes to winning 

cooperation from tough nuts and ‘you-can’t-make-me’ kids. 

From my experience mums, are more likely to use the language of cooperation than dads. Regardless of 

gender, when you switch to a more collaborative, cooperative tone with your children, you will generally 

experience far more success getting your kids on your side, and enjoy better quality relationships too. 

What’s more, you are also teaching your kids, by example, how to gain the cooperation of their own kids 

when they become parents someday. 

Such is the long-term impact of our parenting. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/one-step-ahead/


August 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  1 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

7.00pm:  School Council 

meeting 

2 3 

Principal’s Day 

6 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

All day:  Netball Hooptime 

Day @ Knox for Grade 5/6 

7 8 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 3/4 Gym 

9 

Foundation - 100 days of 

school 

10 

Hockey incursion for Grade 

5/6 

13 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

14 15 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 3/4 Gym 

16 

All day:  Hooptime for 

Grade 3/4 

17 

Foundation - Grandparent/

Special Person’s morning 

12.50-1.50:  Wonnies concert 

in the Snr Bldg 

20 

Book Week:  Book Fair 

House Athletics 

21 22 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 3/4 Gym 

SSS Choir at rehearsal all day 

in the city 

23 

9.00-10.00:  Costume     

Parade for Book Week 

11.30-1.30:  Whole School 

Book Week Activity     

rotations 

24 

Book Week Author visit 

27 28 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 1/2 Gym 

29 

2.00-3.00:  Grade 3/4 Gym 

30 

 

31 



HAPPY PRINCIPAL’S DAY ... 

Proud of our Principals 

 

Tomorrow, Friday the 3rd of August is Principals Day and we at Donvale Primary are very proud of our 

Principal Lena Clark and Assistant Principal Ian McKinlay.   They have provided so much to our school 

which makes Donvale Primary very special to us. 

 

As a way to appreciate their commitment and endeavours for our school, don't be shy to greet them with 

a thank you, a high five or any other way that shows your appreciation whether you are a  parent, student 

or friend of the school.  

 

With Lena and Ian we know we have great principals leading our school and we admire and appreciate 

their hard work. 

 

Special Thanks, 

 
School Council 

 

From some of our students ... 

 Mr McKinlay always comes and joins in with the boys playing football. – Ruby Y 

 Mrs Clark is always doing cool stuff for the school and us.  – Peter T 

 So when my teacher is sick, Mr McKinlay and Mrs Clark organises another teacher to teach me. – Neve C 

 Mrs Clark and Mr McKinlay— they sort out Trivia Night/ Open Day and lots of other cool stuff.  - Adeeba H 

 What I like about them, is that they are always helping to improve our school and our learning. – Allie E 

 I like that Mrs Clark never stops believing in us no matter what. – Naima G 

 I like that Mrs Clark is always there for me and Mr McKinlay is always so caring.  -  Jessica B 

 I like that Mr McKinlay never shouts and always says hi to me.  -  Emily M 

 Mr McKinlay helps me to get my ball down from the roof.  - Oliver S 

 I like it when they do assembly. – Bella P 

Mrs Clark and Mr McKinlay are always happy to dress up in character.  This is one of the reasons why we 

love them, always happy to  ‘give it a go’ and have fun. 

 

 

2017 Book Week Dress Up Day   2017 Production – Sonny and Cher              2017 Graduation 



GENERAL 

Assessment & Reporting 

At Donvale we are continually working to maintain effective communication between parents and the 

school in order to improve the learning outcomes of our students. 

 

Following the publication of the Semester One student reports, we are planning to survey our parent 

body to evaluate the effectiveness of the report format in communicating the students’ progress and 

learning achievements over the semester, and identifying areas for improvement and further learning. 

 

Please look out for a notification that the survey is open and for the link to access it. We look forward to 

hearing your opinions and suggestions, so that we can ensure that future student reports are as           

informative as possible. 

 

Rick Gordon 

Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator 

Book Week 

Donvale Primary School likes to celebrate our love of books and reading by having 

special events to coincide with Book Week each year. This year the theme is ‘Find 

Your Treasure’. Our dress up, activity and parade day will be on Thursday 23rd   

August and a special author visit on Friday 24th August will      conclude our cele-

brations.  

 

Thursday 23rd August Costume Parade: 

Children are invited to come to school dressed as a book character. Parents are      

welcome to join in on the fun with their own costumes if they wish. The parade will 

commence at approximately 9am and will conclude at approximately 9:50am.  

 

Activity Rotations: 

The children will then participate in activities based on the short listed books for 

2018. They will work in multi-age groups with two staff members. This day produces 

some wonderful displays for our Library, as well as exposing children to fabulous books and the            

opportunity of working in multi-aged cooperative groups.  

 

Friday 24th August Author Visit 

We have Serena Geddes as our visiting author this year. Some of her works include ‘The Unexpected 

Crocodile’ and ‘Esther’s Rainbow’. Serena Geddes entertains students by engaging them in storytelling 

and sharing how she finds ideas for her many published books. The cost for this performance is $7.00. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

It’s Art Show time!!!!! All our wonderful students have been drawing, painting, sewing, sculpting,         

hammering and cutting like never before. We are all so keen to show our wonderful community just what 

goes on in our Art room. The gallery will be open in the General Purpose Room on Friday throughout 

the school day for class visits. Then at 3:30pm we ask that family and friends join the children as they 

share all their brilliant creativity with you. 

Each class is making a group piece which will be for auction as both a beautiful memento of your child’s 

year and to raise funds for our school. We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

Ms. Deb De Stefanis 



MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho 

 

2018 Asian Cultural Day  

Last Wednesday on 25 July we celebrated our Asian Cultural Day all day across the school. We had a 

very special day for all students to get involved in lots of fun, interesting games and activities relating to 

Asian cultures inside and outside of their classrooms at the school. 
 

On this special day, we had many students come dressed up in some kind of Asian costume looking    

fabulous. At lunch time all the students and staff members were provided with a yummy Korean BBQ 

lunch. The day concluded with a whole school incursion of Asian music and dancing performed by the 

Korean Cultural Club ‘Sori’. Their three performances such as Korean Fan Dance, Nanta (Modern Group 

Drumming) and Four Percussions brought us all a new experience in Asian music and the amazing sound 

of the traditional percussions. 
 

I’d like to thank all the staff members who prepared for their classroom activities, and mums who       

volunteered to help us prepare for our lunch on the day, being so busy all day.  

谢谢(Xie Xie）/ Thank you 

Mr Kho – Mandarin Teacher 



ASIAN CULTURAL 

DAY 



                        

  

 

 

Trivia Night - Sat 8th September 

 Ticket order forms have gone home this week.  Organise a table with family and 
friends from the school or outside of school – all are welcome!  Haven’t got a full team of 
10 for a table?  No worries!  We’ll place individuals or smaller groups into teams for you.  
What a great way to meet new people!   

 Hamper Item Donations are still being collected at the Office. Chocolates, food gifts 
and other niceties are very much what we’re looking for to make some irresistible hamper 
for the silent auction on the night. 

 Event Helpers form has been sent home this week.  Would you like to help with      
organising the event, setting up the room the day before or even able to put us in 
touch with a contact who could donate a prize?  Please return your form ASAP, we’d love 
to have you on board. 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

Order Forms for a fabulous, designed by your kids, personalised aprons 
(only $20) have been sent home this week, too. (There’s been lots of forms this week!)                                                                                             
Get arty this weekend and make sure you get your form, artwork and payment to the office by 
next Wed 8

th
 Aug.  Perfect for the dad or special person in your life that loves BBQing (or     

washing the dishes!).  Hint: also makes a great Christmas present for grandparents. 

 

 

 

 

What’s not to smile about? 

HOT CHOCOLATE & POPCORN for sale  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


                   

 

 

 

 

THANKS to all who attended the PA Meeting last Monday.  It ’s sure going to be an exciting 
and busy term for us! 

REMEMBER:  Keep checking in on the Parent Sign-Up Zone page, as we have new             
opportunities for helping out:   

Book Fair (21-23 Aug), Father’s Day Aprons (9
 
Aug & 30 Aug), and the ongoing Friday Recess 

Canteen Sales. 

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

U9 Boys Donvale Dinosaurs: 

 Dinosaurs lost the first game which was a tough one. The boys didn’t give up when there were only 5 

players available. Rishav H and Ryan S, finished their first basketball game playing on the court full time. 

Good on you Dinosaurs!    

 The second game was lost too but the boys were enjoying the time playing and making really impressive 

progress! Good job everyone and congratulations to Jason S who scored for the first time. Also thanks to 

Harrison B and Mitchell B from Dynamites team for helping out. What a team! 

 

Donvale Dynamites U9-CD:  What an explosive start of the season for the Donvale Dynamites        

U9-CD boys team with a 9–0 win in Round 1.  This is an exciting start for the team, especially for the 

three players who were playing their first match ever.  Congratulations to Mitchell B. who shot his first 

scoring hoop. 

 

Round 2 was a tough match for the Dynamites with a 14-0 loss to OLAP.  The Dynamites played great 

defence especially Harrison B. who was man-of-the-match. Well done! 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

               Birthday Wishes To 
                      Tathianna P, Andrew C, Harrison B 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 3rd to 16th August 



 

 

LUNCH BOX DRIVE 

Dear Families, 

Donvale Primary School and Tupperware have teamed up to promote the “Nude Food” movement! It is 

important to both the school and the environment that we as a community, make small changes to the 

way we choose to use single use plastic.  

Did you know? 

In 2016, world plastics production totalled around 335 million metric tonnes.  Roughly half of annual   

plastic production is destined for a   single use product. 

Humans buy approximately 1,000,000 plastic bottles per minute. Only a small portion of these are      

actually recycled. 

The main cause for the increase in plastic production is plastic packaging. Plastic packaging was 42% of all 

non-fibre plastic produced in 2015, and it also made up 52% of plastics thrown away. 

 

Tupperware offer customers a lifetime guarantee on their great range of reusable, recyclable plastic    

products. They have also offered 10% of proceeds to the school, this will help us to get our movement 

under way! 

To help out, all you need to do is share the news with friends and family! 

The good news is that you and your family and friends will be contributing to our ongoing war on waste, 

as well as saving loads of money! You start buying in bulk and use your new products to reduce the cost 

of your weekly shopping bill too! 

 

For more hints and tips, join my Facebook page; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/138939713350741/ 

With many thanks, 

Emma Bernardone  

Star Manager 

�: 0430 009 338 

✉️: Emma.bernardone@outlook.com 

 

Please fill out the following to enter the draw to win $200 FREE product voucher! 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _______________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 European 

Soccer 

Academy 

Our Passion is football 

  

Term 3 registrations now 

open. 

  

Dates: 
Saturday 21st July – Satur-

day 22nd September 

  

Please see attached our reg-

istration form for term 3 

along with payment details 
  

 
  
  

Website: 
www.europeansoccerac
ademy.com.au 
Follow us on Facebook : 
European Soccer Acade-
my 
Follow us on Instagram : 
eurosoccer2018 
  

Improve your 

soccer skills 

through this 

elite program 

──── 

Class times 

Saturday’s: 

10.30am – 

11.30am 

 ──── 

program begins 

on 21st of July 

2018 

──── 

Free soccer 

ball, soccer 

top and 

shorts with 

every     

registration 

──── 

 European     

Soccer Academy 

East Doncaster 
Secondary Col-

lege, Sporting 

Facilities,  
20 George Street  
East Doncaster 

 
 
For more        

information     
contact: 
Chris : 0418-523-

044 

chris@bardot.co

m.au 

 Arco : 0438-298-

248 
arco.cantone@gmail.

com 

  

mailto:chris@bardot.com.au
mailto:chris@bardot.com.au

