
Curriculum Day:   Our third curriculum day for 2018 took place on Friday June 

8th. We teamed up with staff from Templestowe Valley Primary school where 

our focus was on working collaboratively in developing our knowledge,       

understandings and skills of best teaching practice. This was primarily based 

around the Departmental initiative ‘HITS’ – ‘High Improvement Teaching  

Strategies’ and ‘Practice Principles’. Isobel McLennan (EIL – Education          

Improvement Leader NEVR) facilitated the discussions and workshops as well 

as visiting Deakin / Swinburne University Lecturer, Stephan Hitchens who   

conducted a team building STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

activity. 

We particularly enjoyed working with the teaching team from Templestowe 

Valley PS and sharing our practice and learning. This collaboration between 

schools allowed for our ongoing relationship to continue as well as ensuring 

that the day was as productive and worthwhile as possible.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 



Principal Conference:   Ian McKinlay and myself, last week attended a two day regional Principal’s    

forum held in the city. The Forum focus was on building the system-wide capability of teachers and school 

leadership to improve student learning. Schools have for many years, led substantial work in creating   

conditions needed to ensure our education system moves from good to excellent. This work is ongoing 

and relentless. Donvale PS takes a particular focus on literacy and numeracy development, as these are 

foundational to engagement in education and achievement in all learning areas. This is why our school’s 

Strategic and Annual Implementation Plans revolve around achieving highly set Literacy and Numeracy 

goals and targets. Mr McKinlay and I will take our learnings from the Conference and share with our staff 

and community. As with all we do, our unrelenting goal is to provide the best learning opportunities for 

all our students so that they have every opportunity to achieve their fullest potential.  

 

Student Reports:   Our mid year student reports will be made available to our parents this Friday 15th 

June via Compass. Information on how to access your child’s reports is found in this newsletter. Student 

reports provide students,   teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s       

achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about   

student progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations to 

inform their     judgement. They map the     student’s learning against the achievement standards, and 

place the student on the learning continuum that best reflect the student’s level of performance and    

progress.  

The Victorian Curriculum is structured as a single developmental learning continuum and is organised by 

levels not years of schooling. All curriculum areas have achievement standards, describing what students 

are able to understand and do. 

All students are able to progress along the learning continuum at their own rate and from their own 

starting point. As they have always been at Donvale PS, students are taught at the level that suits their 

needs, rather than just the year level and age group they are in. Teachers provide learning opportunities 

to support the learning for all students, including those students with additional learning needs or a      

disability.  

Further information about the Victorian Curriculum can be found online at:                                        

victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/  

If you have any queries regarding the student reports, please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, Rick 

Gordon (Reporting and Assessment Co-ordinator) or your child’s teacher. 

 

Mid Year Parent / Teacher meetings:   Mid-year Parent/Teacher meetings take place next week on 

Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th June, 2018. These meetings are a wonderful opportunity for parents 

and teachers to discuss and celebrate the progress and achievements of the students. Parents and     

teachers can work together to ensure that the student learning is optimized at all times. All parents are 

strongly encouraged to make a time to meet with their child’s teacher.  

 

Veggie Gardens: In addition to all the great planting sessions held during this term, parents Michelle 

Bishop, Caroline Holland, Dianne Cepulo and Naris Gerald have also added to our veggie garden area, 

the following: 

 4 pyramid frames for the snow peas to climb up  

 2 bales of pea straw mulch which have been spread across the garden beds 

 new hooks for the watering cans 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


 a new workers bench/shelving unit which Naris has put together and is now in the shed. This has 

tidied everything up in there.  

 

Caroline and Dianne also finished putting up the gumboots and we are keen to collect more from       

families and op shops!  So if you have any old gumboots lying around, please leave them at the office. 

We are all so thrilled with how the garden and shed now looks and we are so very fortunate to have the 

support of these wonderful parents in helping it all happen. 

 

A very big thank you to Michelle Bishop for organising the mini garden working bee along with the      

several parents who also joined in with their support. Thank you also to Mr Garcia, our Sustainability 

Coordinator, for consistently promoting the program across the school and engaging the students by 

providing responsibilities for them through our Gardening Club.  

 

As I will be taking leave from the last week of this term, this is my last Principal report for term 3. Mr 

McKinlay will be Acting Principal during my absence.  Even though the end of term holidays are still a 

couple of weeks away, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parent community for their on-

going support with all we do at our school. We have achieved outstanding results with our student out-

comes for this semester and wish to congratulate and thank our staff, students and community for their 

hard work and commitment to our teaching and learning programs. We have much more exciting and 

engaging learning planned for Term 3 so stay tuned for more on this early in the new term. 

I wish the staff and students a restful break over these coming holidays and hope you all have the        

opportunity to enjoy some quality time with family and friends.  I look forward to seeing you all at the 

commencement of Term 3. 

Kind Regards 

 

Lena Clark 

 
Some important dates for your diary… 

 Mid-year student reports published - Friday June 15th  

 Mid-year parent / teacher interviews – Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 20th June 

 End Term 2 – Friday 29th June 2.30pm early dismissal 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Open Week: 

On the Friday of our recent Open Week I had the privilege of showing a favourite High School English 

teacher, Margaret Papst around our wonderful school. Having caught up at a recent High School Reunion 

I invited her to pay our school a visit. It was a very proud former student of hers that enthusiastically 

showed and explained the many engaging programs that operate at Donvale every day. Margaret loved 

her visit and having taught at a variety of schools both here and in the UK it was interesting to hear her 

feedback. She marvelled at the technology in the classrooms these days that we all take for granted,   

chatted where possible to friendly students and really appreciated 3/4 T putting on a special mini        

marimba band concert for her in the Music room. Perhaps the thing that will stay with me the most from 

her visit was at the very end she told me how lucky I was to work here and that everywhere she went 

throughout the school the children were all so happy. For me it capped off a wonderful Open Week at 

Donvale where Mrs Clark and I thought the school had never looked better. 

 

Sir Doug Nicholls Round: 

The centrepiece of the recent Sir Doug Nicholls or Indigenous Round in the AFL is the ‘Dreamtime at 

the G’ football match played between Essendon and Richmond. For the first time, this year a curtain   

raiser for the Dreamtime game was played between the VFLW teams from both these clubs at the Punt 

Road Oval. We are very proud of Miss Trend who plays for Essendon in the VFLW competition and is 

indeed a part of her team’s leadership group. The teams lined up before the bounce where, after a     

Welcome to Country speech there was a war cry performed by each club. Both team’s Indigenous 

guernseys looked great and at tomorrow’s assembly we will have the opportunity for Miss Trend to   

explain the significance of the aboriginal artwork on the Bombers’ jumper. Well done Miss Trend. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



June 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

11 

 

 

12 

 

13 14 

Senior students - Winter 

Round Robin 

15 

Student’s reports published on 

Compass 

18 19 

Foundation Responsible Pet 

Incursion 

Parent/Teacher interviews 

7pm:  School Council meet-

ing 

20 

Parent/Teacher interviews 

21 

 

22 

Senior students - Winter 

Round Robin (back up date) 

25 26 

9.00am - 2.35:  St. Johns 

First Aid in Schools     

Incursion - Whole school 

27 28 29 

Last day Term 2:                 

2.30 dismissal 

UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 3... 

We have several events coming up in September: 

 Friday 7th September  -  Art Show 

 Saturday 8th September   -  Trivia Night 

 Monday 17th September  -  Asian Expo 

 Wednesday 19th September at 7pm @ Doncaster Secondary College  -  Performing Arts Concert 

 

Please put these dates in your diary.  More information will come home closer to the 

dates. 



GENERAL 

Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 

Student reports will be available online via the Compass portal on Friday 15th June at 4.00pm. Portfolios 

will come home that day as well. Reports will not be printed, but can be viewed online or downloaded as 

a pdf for you to print at home or send via email to interested relatives and proud grandparents! 

Parent Teacher interviews will be held on Tuesday 19th June from 3.45 – 6.00pm (for Years 1 - 6) and 

Wednesday 20th June 3.45 – 6.00pm and 6.30 – 8.30pm (for Years F – 6). Bookings will open via       

Compass on Friday 15th June at 4.00pm. Please note that students in classes with a shared teacher will 

only be required to make one appointment with the Lead Teacher, but both teachers will be in            

attendance at the interview. 

Parents of students in 5/6 H: Please note that Christine Hemsley will conduct her interviews when she 

returns next term, on Thursday 19th and Thursday 26th July. A separate booking schedule is available for 

parents of students in her class. 

Rick Gordon 

Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator. 

   Birthday Wishes To 
Siena E, Thomas M, Luca C-S, Lachlan M, Kyla I, Ethan C, Sam F, Amelya K-L, 

Elena D, Lachlan M-V, Darcy B, Callum S 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 15th - 21st June 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

It’s cold outside – grab a  

HOT CHOCOLATE or POPCORN to warm up! 

Sold at the Canteen this FRIDAY at RECESS.  Only $1.00 each 

                        

  

Next PA Meeting for this term will be held this coming Monday, 18
th

 June 
at 8pm. Please message Janine on 0429596719 to RSVP your          

attendance and get the address.  There’s lots to discuss and plan for an 
exciting Term 3. 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

The DPS TRIVIA NIGHT will be held on Saturday 8
th

 September and promises to be another 
great night as usual.  Keep that night free and book your babysitters now! 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

 

Chocolate frogs are coming your way!  Keep an eye out for your Cadbury order form 
coming home this week in your eldest child’s bag.  Order forms are to be returned by next 

Wednesday.  Chocolates will be handed out in the last week of term and you’ll have all of Term 
3 to sell the boxes.   

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

More information is available from the school office for the following: 

AUSTRALIAN GIRLS CHOIR:  Sing, dance and act these holidays with ASPA Education.  Performers 

will be mentored by experienced performing arts specialists.   Wed 11th and Thur 12th July. 

DONVALE NETBALL CLUB:  Under 9/11 and under 13 teams.  Beginner clinics.  Enquiries welcome 

for all age groups through to Adults. 


