
As you read this newsletter, Mr McKinlay and myself are out of the school   

attending our network’s Principal conference. We will be away from the school 

from Wednesday 2nd May to Friday 4th May. During our absence, Mr Reiter will 

be leading the school supported by senior teachers Mrs Hodgens, Mrs Hemsley 

and Mr Gordon.  Whilst away, we will be in constant contact with the school 

managing as needed. As both Mr McKinlay and myself are out of the school, 

there will be no assembly tomorrow.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY HOUSE EVENT: Yes terday ,  our  s tuden ts            

participated in a whole school event which allowed our middle to senior     

students to try out for the upcoming District Cross Country event. What a 

beautiful day it was – absolutely perfect for our athletes to show us their very 

best. It was wonderful to see the students representing their House teams so 

proudly and trying their hardest throughout the challenging and tiring course. It 

was also terrific to see so many parents join us in supporting the students as 

they made their way around the course. Congratulations to the students who 

successfully competed thus qualifying and making it through to the District 

Cross Country. Thank you once again to all the wonderful parent helpers who 

attended and supported the students and staff during the event.  Of course, a 

very big thank you to all the staff for their support during the event and, in   

particular, another big thank you to our PE teacher, Mr Hogg, for all the    

planning and preparation he did to ensure that everything went smoothly and 

we all had a great time. Yet another great team effort by our students, staff and 

community.  

 

DROP OFF / PICK UP ZONE: A reminder to our parents using the 

school’s pick-up / drop-off zone to ensure that the children exit their cars from 

the school side only and NOT the car park side of the zone. For obvious safety 

reasons, this is an expected rule that all parents using this area must support 

and reinforce with their children. It has also once again been brought to my 

attention that children are seen weaving between the cars to enter and exit 

their cars. At school, we will continue to do our work in educating the children 

on matters of road safety; your support with this will make all the difference. 

Further, it appears that there are still some parents who are not driving 

through the pick-up / drop-off area in a slow, safe and observant manner. I  

cannot stress enough the importance of following the rules when using this  

area. The last thing I ever want to do is contact a parent because an accident 

has occurred!   
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OPEN DAY:  In celebration of Education week, a reminder that our school’s Open Day is scheduled for 

Wednesday May 23rd. Please ensure that you place this date into your diary and come along to enjoy 

the wonderful celebration of our students and school. Two school tours will be taking place – one at 

9.30am and the other at 7.00pm for potential new students. Our Parents Association will once again be 

preparing a delicious BBQ during the evening for all to enjoy and our staff has arranged some wonderful 

displays, presentations and performances to help showcase our school. Thank you to our School      

Councillors and Parents Association for their continued support with this day- I know that it will be, as 

always, a terrific success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY:   Each year at this time, the Department expects all Victorian  

Government schools to conduct the Attitudes to School survey with their students in Years 4 to 6. The    

overall objective of the annual survey is to collect data about the opinions of students from Years 4 – 12 to 

assist schools with planning, developing curriculum and improving student outcomes. Schools have been asked 

to conduct the survey sometime between 23rd April to 1st June. If you have any queries regarding your child’s 

participation in this survey, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s teacher.  

 

NAPLAN: From 15th to 17th May our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in the National           

Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual assessment for students in 

Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas of Reading, Writing, Language       

Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and 

numeracy that are developed over time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail 

type test, but rather shows how individual students are progressing in numeracy and literacy skills against 

national standards for all Australian children.  

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this 

information to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may 

also wish to use their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers.  

Please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher or Mr McKinlay (NAPLAN co-ordinator) if you 

have any queries regarding your child and the administration of the NAPLAN assessment. 

 

LEAPFROG PROGRAM:  Each year around this time, our school presents a program we call 

‘Leapfrog’. This program invites all kindergarten children from our local community to come and spend 

some time with us in a classroom setting as a taster for school life at Donvale PS. This year, again, we 

have had a lot of interest in our school and consequently a very strong attendance to our Leapfrog      

Program. It’s a great opportunity for parents who are yet to decide on their child’s school to come along 

and see us up close and have a chat to the teachers and myself. It is also a great opportunity for children 

that are enrolled at Donvale PS to begin their transition into school life. Our Leapfrog sessions will be 

held on Wednesday 9th and 16th May 2.00pm – 3.00pm. Both sessions will take place in the Foundation 

classrooms. If you would like to enrol your preschool child to the program or know of someone who 

might be interested and is yet to enrol, I encourage you to follow up with this and pass on any             

information to those interested. Thank you to our wonderful Foundation teachers; Mrs Hodgson,         



Mrs Nicks, Miss Farrington and Mrs Dickson for all their hard work in preparing and presenting this     

fabulous program. If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to contact Wendy or 

Sandy at the office on 9842 3373.  

 

SCHOOL VEGGIE GARDENS:     A very big thank you to Cam Donaldson (parent) who has        

installed a new water tank pump so that all our planting can be watered with the water from our water 

tank.  When our gardens are ready for harvesting, we will utilise the produce in so many different ways. 

The garden beds provide our students with so much learning. We can build our knowledge of sustainable 

practice, get actively involved with cooking, Science, Maths and Literacy. Hopefully, our students will once 

again be able to present a ‘farmers market’ to our community later on in the year.   

 

FOOD ALLERGY WEEK: Food Allergy Week this year will take place from 13th – 19th May. The week 

is used to help increase awareness of food allergy in an effort to promote understanding, and ultimately 

help to protect those at risk.  

At Donvale PS, we have a number of students who suffer significantly from food allergies. Whilst, as a 

school, we have active management plans for these students, it is important for all our students to be 

aware of the impact such an allergy may have on someone and what they can do to be mindful and     

considerate of the condition. A simple and effective rule we have at Donvale to minimise the chances of 

any allergic reactions by our allergy sufferers is to not share food. Children are constantly reminded and 

educated about this rule. This includes children bringing along food to share with their classmates in    

celebration of their birthdays. This has now been banned. Another way we support our anaphylaxis     

students is to ask our parents to not send along foods that contain nuts in their child’s lunch. With some 

anaphylaxis sufferers, a simple touch of such food can trigger a life threatening reaction. Whilst we are 

not a nut free school, I do ask parents to be considerate in aiming for a nut free lunch for their child. If 

your child has a student in his / her class that suffers from anaphylaxis, you would have been made aware 

of this earlier in the year; strong precautions are taken in these classrooms to support the anaphylactic 

students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We are always very proud of all the students’ achievements at Donvale PS. We have stu-

dents that demonstrate their abilities and strengths both within the school and outside of 

the school on so many occasions and in so many different fields of learning. There are two 

students this week, who I would like to particular make mention of, as their achievements 

are quite outstanding and should be acknowledged and certainly celebrated.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS AMY: A very big congratulations to our Year 5 student, Amy, who recently 

earned the ‘Grey Wolf’ level as a Scout. Amy is a member of the 3rd Doncaster East Scout Troop.  This 

achievement is a milestone in a youth member’s Scouting journey. To attain the top award in each of the five 

sections in Scouting reflects initiative in tackling this challenge, sustained effort over many months and years, 

plus self-discipline, teamwork, and leadership. Only a small percentage of Scouts reach this level. These are 

top achievers among Scouting’s 47 million members globally. Well done, Amy and keep up the great work.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS HOLLY: Last weekend, Holly, one of our Year 6 students, competed in a     

dressage event at the Tintern Horse trails, Wandin Park. Out of over 200 competitors, Holly achieved an 

outstanding first place. We are extremely proud of Holly in this achievement particularly as she was also   

representing Donvale Primary School. Well done, Holly – just fantastic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 
 

Some important dates for your diary… 
 

 Food Allergy Week – 13th – 19th May 

 NAPLAN – 15th – 17th May 

 Open Day – Wednesday 23rd May  

 Curriculum Day – Friday 8th  June (Student free day) 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Darlings in public, devils at home 

BY MICHAEL GROSE 

“Why does my child behave well for others, but not for me?” 

This is a common question many parents ask. 

It’s frustrating! 

I remember my primary school-aged children having very poor table manners at home, yet after        

sleep-overs and visits with friends we were always complimented for having children with beautiful     

manners. 

“They showed my kids a thing or two about manners,” was the comment we received. 

When one daughter was thirteen, she barely had a civil word for anyone who lived under the same roof 

as her. Yet following a weekend staying at a friend’s house, the supervising parents remarked how     

communicative she was with them. 

“What do you do get such a lovely teenager?” her friend asked. 

“Send her to you!” was my reply! 

So why do kids behave well for others and save their worst behaviour for their parents? 

It’s simple really….. because you love them. 

It’s hard to be good all the time. When we are fully accepted by others we tend to show them our true 

selves warts n’all. 

The same theory applies with all relationships, including dating. 

When you first start dating you put huge energy into making good impressions. Most people dress well, 

are punctual, and present their best possible face. 

When the relationship becomes stable most people loosen up. They don’t always dress to impress, often 

turn up late, and are not fussed about presenting their best possible face all the time. In short, familiarity 

breeds contentedness, and even a little contempt. 

The same happens with kids. They become so relaxed with their parents that they will show their worst 

side to them. 

They’ll be very polite to their teacher, barely speaking out of turn in class yet can be downright rude and 

overbearing at home. 

They’ll be friendly to peers at school but painful for siblings at home. 

It’s important that kids know how to behave 

We’d all love our kids to behave appropriately all the time, but the reality is they won’t. Most kids have L

-plates when it comes to learning how to fit in and behave around others. They make mistakes, yet they 

are always on a path to improvement……. or should be. 

It’s important that they know how to behave. That means parents teach their kids good manners, they 

teach them right from wrong, and also they teach them how to behave well in a variety of social          

situations so that when they are outside the house and around others, they know how to behave in    

public. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiKmAqvvWAhVEopQKHeSyB-0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iaspaper.net%2Ffamily-essay%2F&psig=AOvVaw2RaSbwSAQRTTTwBgVw36lR&ust=1508455813162456


Sometimes kids are worse in public than at home. 

This happens with toddlers who are really on a huge learning curve. It’s easier to teach them in the     

confined, organised environment at home. When they are in public spaces such as supermarkets, they are 

so much harder to control!! 

Here are four ways to teach kids of all ages to behave well: 

 Model: Yes, they need to see adults and significant others such as parents behave well, behave   

generously and use appropriate manners (because they will speak like you in public). When you 

have kids, as a parent you are a walking, talking social studies lesson (as in how to be social,       

generous and pleasant to others). 

 Explicitly teach & coach: Tell kids what to say in different social situations and also let them 

know how their behaviour (good and bad) impacts on others. Be upfront yet respectful with your 

messages. 

 Give kids social scripts: An extension of teaching is the provision of social scripts for kids of all 

ages that they can use in a variety of situations such as in a restaurant, at a friend’s house, even at 

school. Make sure they rehearse them as well. Behaviour rehearsal is particularly important for 

boys who are more tactile and practical learners. 

 Create junior versions of social situations: Sporting codes create junior versions of their 

games so kids can learn the basics without being overwhelmed by adult rules. The same applies to 

kids. Once a week set up your mealtimes like a restaurant so kids learn how to behave in a        

restaurant situation. 

 



May 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 

 

 

1 

 

2 

School Cross Country 

3 

Girl’s Football 

4  

7 8 9 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Session 1 

10.45-12.30:  Marimba band 

performance at East         

Doncaster Kinder 

10 

District Cross Country 

11 

Mother’s Day stall 

 

 

 

14 

Grade 1/2 Excursion to the 

City (Eureka Tower/Royal 

Botanical Gardens) 

15 

Naplan (Language        

conventions/writing) 

 

16 

Naplan (Reading) 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Session 2 

17 

Naplan (Numeracy) 

12.00-1.30:  Marimba band 

performance at Florence 

Ave Kinder 

18 20 

9.00-1.00: Working 

Bee 

 

21 

Grade 3/4 Excursion to 

Scienceworks 

22 

Grade 5/6 to East       

Doncaster S C 

Production 

23 

Open Day/Night 

24 25  

28 29 30 31 

Grade 5/6 Winter Round 

Robin 

  

     

 

 
 

All children currently attending a 4 year old kinder program are invited 

to join us at Donvale Primary School for our fabulous Leap Frog 

Program! 

 

Session 1:  Wednesday 9th May 2-3pm 

Session 2: Wednesday 16th May 2-3pm 

 

To book a place for your child please call the school office on           

9842 3373.  

  



GENERAL 

RHSports Retail Showroom closed for stocktake  

 Friday June 1st. Shop closed all day. Stocktake. (Normal retail shop trading will resume at 9.00am on 

Monday June 4th. Alternatively, online ordering will be available during this period) 

Free Coffee … 

On Wednesday the 9th May from 8.30-9.30am, Noel Jones Real Estate will have a 

coffee van parked in the front of the school (near the drop off zone)offering staff 

and parents free coffee, hot chocolate, etc. 

Special Thanks 

We are so very fortunate at Donvale Primary to have such a supportive and active community. Over the 

past term, we have had many parents helping us out with the school’s ‘Sustainability Program.’ Many    

parents have offered up their time outside of school hours to come in and do maintenance in our       

vegetable garden, which is just terrific and very much appreciated. I would just like to give a couple of   

special mentions to both Cam Donaldson and Michelle Bishop. Cam has just finished installing a new    

water pump in the garden, which I know the students will certainly enjoy using. Cam has come in on his 

weekends to help install the pump and Michelle Bishop organised the pump and special guest visitors such 

as Michelle from Bunnings. A big thank you to both these parents for their work and time in doing this. 

Michelle has worked tirelessly to grow interest in the school community and support our Sustainability 

program.  I would also like to thank every parent who has volunteered to work in the garden on a weekly 

basis. We are most grateful for your support and encourage you to continue with this support as doing 

this makes a huge positive impact on the students. Thank you on behalf of Donvale Primary School.  

 

Christian Garcia 

Sustainability Coordinator 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS ... 





MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

Welcome back and we hope you had a good holiday!  These two weeks we have been busy with lots of activities to make our 

children enjoy being in Oshclub .We had lots of fun during face painting, sports, Anzac activities and crafts. On Tuesday, we 

also had our lockdown procedure and fire drill to remind our children the importance of their safety. The children participated 

very well with the respects towards each other. 

As we announced by emails and flyers, due to the changes  in the childcare package (CCMS), we had also a transition. We 

are now using a new online system - iParent Portal for you to manage your child care bookings, enrolments and payments. 

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions or helps. Our staffs in the service and the head office are ready to assist you. 

We will have different activities next week . The theme will  be: 

"Art gallery challenge: mini artists" 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book onsaqq the day by calling or      

leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and 

would like your child to attend OSH After School Care 43you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will 

get back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can 

cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the 

day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone       

numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can 

be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care      

Activities 

Making a Website 
  

 Fun Facts 

(Famous Artists) 

Emotions Word 
Search 

  
3D Holographic 

experiment 

 

Wrist BallK 
  

Aboriginal Art 

  
Nake a puppet thea-

tre 
 

Two Touch Soccer. 

Braiding 

 

   Human Body Part 

Guessing Game 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

Art club contest 
winner 

  
Colours game 

  
Art competition 
Are you extinct? 
what are you? 

 

Water and health 
  

Rap artists 

 

 Art Gallery wall 
  

Dead Ants Tag 
Game 

  
Lion Heart Craft For 

Kids 
  

Design a computer 
game 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Sherry  (Sharareh)Shojaei 
Assistants: Clare 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

Oh yeah!  FRIDAY RECESS TREATS at the canteen this week 

Get your Popcorn!  Only $1.00 each 

PARENT HELPERS for P.A. EVENTS 

                        

  

 

 

 

Check out the SIGN-UP ZONE for upcoming events such as Meal Deals, Friday Recess Treats 
and the Mother’s Day Stall. Simply type this website into your browser or click the link through 

via compass notifications.   

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 

   MOTHER’S DAY STALL – Friday 11
th

 May!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No gift yet? No worries!  The Parent’s Association MOTHER’S DAY STALL is happening next 
Friday.  Gifts will be available for all budgets – from a $1 to $10 maximum.  PA members will be 

there to assist students with helpful gift ‘recommendations’. �  

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Birthday Wishes To 
                 Yorgos A, Aneesh S, Darren O, Maisam S, Naysa G, Luca L, 

Joseph B, Jasmine B, Xavier S 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 4th to 17th May 

Last week’s results: 

The Under 11s Dolphins only had six players and put on a showcase of absolute teamwork. Every single 

player tried their best and we won 18-4 against Birralee. Awesome effort girls after weeks off! 

 

This week’s results: 

The Under 11s Dolphins started amazingly but ended up going down to OLOP Possums by a few points. 

Keep trying girls! 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  


