
SCHOOL POLICIES: Two new school policies were ratified at last 

night’s School Council meeting. I would like to draw your attention to both. 

DPS Alcohol at School Events Policy :  

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Alcohol-at-School

-Events-Policy-2018.pdf 

DPS Attendance Policy: 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Attendance-Policy

-2018.pdf 

I strongly encourage all parents to particularly read the School’s Attendance 

policy which is underpinned by legislature. There is now a requirement for all 

parents to contact their child’s school by 11.00am on the day of their child’s 

absence and offer an explanation. This contact is generally done via COMPASS, 

phone call or note.  If the school has not heard from you by 11.00am, the    

absence is considered to be ‘unexplained’ and we are required to contact you 

at some stage during the day seeking an explanation. We know that students at 

Donvale PS are generally absent for very legitimate reasons such as illness so 

please be assured that we are not approaching the requirements of this policy 

with a punitive attitude. We, like you, are simply following current legal       

expectations so that our students / children are best looked after. A message 

letting us know of the reasons behind your child’s absence, will save the    

teachers and office staff much time in following through with parents who have 

not provided an explanation. Your co-operation with this is greatly              

appreciated.  If you have any queries regarding these policies, please do not 

hesitate to contact either me or Mr McKinlay.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY: Congratulations to all our students who competed 

last week in the District Cross Country event held at Ruffey Lake Park in         

Doncaster. Congratulations to Xavier B who came fourth overall allowing him 

now to compete at the Division level of the Cross Country. A very big well done 

to all of our staff and students who endured the very cold weather to represent 

Donvale PS proudly. The very cold conditions did not stop our students from     

trying their very best. A big thank you to Mr Hogg for all the planning and        

preparations enabling our students to compete in this event. A big thank you to 

Mr Reiter and Mr Tapper who supported Mr Hogg on the day making sure that 

our students were all well looked after. And of course, another very big thank you 

to our parent community who always attend these events to support the children  
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and school. Always a team effort at Donvale.  

 

OPEN DAY:  In celebration of Education week, a reminder that our school’s Open Day is scheduled for 

Wednesday May 23rd. Please ensure that you place this date into your diary and come along to enjoy the 

wonderful celebration of our students and school. Two school tours will be taking place – one at 9.30am and 

the other at 7.00pm for potential new students. Our Parents Association will once again be preparing a     

delicious BBQ during the evening for all to enjoy and our staff has arranged some wonderful displays,    

presentations and performances to help showcase our school. Thank you to our School Councillors and     

Parents Association for their continued support with this day- I know that it will be, as always, a terrific     

success. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY:   Our Year 4 – 6 students last Friday, participated in the    

annual Student Attitude to School Survey. The overall objective of the annual survey is to collect data 

about the opinions of students from Years 4 – 12 to assist schools with planning, developing curriculum 

and improving student outcomes. At Donvale PS, we take the results of this survey very seriously and 

always respond to what feedback the students are providing to us. We, like all schools, are always on a 

continual journey of improvement. We know Donvale PS is great but we also know that we can be   

greater! The student voice is one method of feedback received that helps us with our journey.  

 

NAPLAN: This week, students across the state in Grades 3 and 5 undertook testing in Reading, 

Writing, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar and Numeracy. It is important for parents and students to 

understand that NAPLAN tests are just one of the assessments teachers use at Donvale PS. Also, these 

tests by their nature, can really only be a ‘snapshot’ of how a student performs during one 45 minute  

period on one particular day. It would be wrong to assign too much emphasis to the tests. 

A little while ago, I came across this article in ‘The Educator’ magazine. It was under the headline… 

‘School’s NAPLAN letter goes viral as tests begin’ 

The touching letter, received by Year 3 students at St Paul’s Primary School in Gracemere, told students 

that the NAPLAN tests “do not assess” all of what make the students “exceptional and unique”.  

“The people that score these tests don’t know that some of you love to sing, are good at drawing or can teach 

others how to use a computer program,” stated the letter.  

“They have not seen the way that some of you can dance with grace or speak confidently to a large group. They 

do not know that your friends count on you to be there for them when they are sad.” 

 

The letter, composed by three teachers at the school, was uploaded to Facebook by parent, Paul Lawrie, 

and has now been shared over 25,000 times. Lawrie told the Daily Mercury he found the note in his son’s 

backpack, and wrote: “Well done to St Paul’s for sending this home with the kids.” 

Online, the letter has been hailed as “great”, “brilliant”, “thoughtful” and “lovely”, and a reminder that “a 

child is so much more than a NAPLAN test”.  



LEAPFROG PROGRAM:  Our Leapfrog program for 2018 concluded yesterday with all      

children attending having had the opportunity to experience life at primary school – Donvale Primary 

School. Thank you to Mrs Hodgson, in particular, for leading the program and ensuring that the students 

experience was positive and fun. Thank you also to Miss Farrington, Mrs Dickson and Mrs Nicks for their 

fabulous support and hard work. It was lovely to see the children leaving the classrooms with big smiles 

on their faces and showing a feeling of excitement for when their time to start school with us           

commences. The Foundation 2019 Transition Program will commence in Term 4. If you are yet to enrol 

your child to our school, I would encourage you to do so as soon as possible as I am already planning for 

next year.  

If you require any more information regarding the enrolment process, please do not hesitate to contact 

Wendy or Sandy at the office on 9842 3373.  

 

SCHOOL VEGGIE GARDENS:     Last Wednesday, a team of enthusiastic gardeners (approximately 

70 students) had the opportunity to spend their lunch break creating a living Mother’s Day gift for their 

mothers. Thank you to Michelle Bishop – Kaitlyn and Emily’s mum and the team of parents ( Diane – 

Chloe and Lucas’ mum, Naris – Naima and Akeem’s dad, Antoinette – Max and Ruby’s mum, and Roya – 

Rosanna and Ryan’s mum) for joining in to lend a helping hand. The children enjoyed planting chives in 

pots and labelling them to give to their mums for Mother’s Day.  It was great to see the older children 

helping the younger ones with wrapping raffia around the pots and writing on the labels. All the children 

were so patient and used wonderful manners. I know that the mums who received these handmade gifts, 

just loved them! Well done everyone.  

Michelle has now arranged for Michelle from Bunnings to come along on Open Day morning 

(Wednesday 23rd May) to help with the planting of our winter gardens. Bunnings will once again donate a 

variety of seedlings for our students to plant into our garden beds. This will be a wonderful experience 

for our budding gardeners who have been busy over the past few weeks preparing the beds for the   

planting. More on this in our next newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD ALLERGY WEEK: This week is Food Allergy Week. Teachers will be using this week in     

particular to promote with their students, an increased awareness of food allergy in an effort to          

encourage understanding, and ultimately help to protect those at risk.  



WORKING BEE: A reminder that our first Working Bee for the year will be taking place this Sunday 

20th May from 9.00 – 1.00pm. We have plenty of jobs around the school to complete including          

decorating the veggie garden fence with the wonderful art work created by our students and             

replenishing the sandpit on our oval in readiness for the school athletics. If you have 

some spare time this Sunday morning, bring the family along and lend a helping hand. 

With our Open Day coming up the following Wednesday, we would like to have the 

school looking at its very best for this special day.  A sausage sizzle lunch will be       

provided by our PA for the hard workers.  

 

LINE MARKING: You may have noticed as you arrived to school on Monday this week, that the line 

marking around the school has been redone. The students will now enjoy brighter outlined playing 

courts including new games and activities such as hopscotch and counting games. These are situated all 

around the school so children from Foundation to Year 6 can benefit from the upgrade. The money used 

for this work was money fundraised by our community. It’s wonderful to see that this money is         

benefiting our students in creating a more engaging, creative and curious environment for them to play 

and learn in.  

 

PASSIVE PLAY AREA: The seating in the passive play area on the Junior side is also going to      

receive a upgrade. This weekend, a team of painters will be busy repainting the seats and tables in this 

area to bring them back to their former glory. They will be painted in our school colours of blue and  

yellow. This will certainly brighten up this area and provide a much more aesthetically appealing area for 

our students and community to enjoy. Again, the money used to pay for this work will be money     

fundraised by our community. Thank you to the wonderful Parents Association who work tirelessly each 

year to support all our fundraising efforts. It’s great to see its positive impact across the school.  

 

READING: What do Independent and Successful Readers Know and Do? 

 Approach reading with interest 

 Presume they will understand what they read 

 Have a broad reading vocabulary and know the meaning of many words 

 Have a range of strategies for working out the meaning of words 

 Can effortlessly read many words  

 Recognise there are different text types 

 Know they will need to draw on different strategies to read different texts 

 Reading by the end of the third grade is a key milestone in a child’s educational development and 

sentinel indicator of future educational success.  

How important is it to practice reading? 

Students who read: 

 Less than 1 minute a day read 8,000 words in a year 

 5 minutes a day read 282.000 words in a year 

 20 minutes a day read 1.8 million words in a year 

Anyone at any age can learn to read but teachers cannot compensate for a lack of practice.  

 



Some important dates for your diary… 

 

 Food Allergy Week – 13th – 19th May 

 NAPLAN – 15th – 17th May 

 Working Bee – Sun 20th May 9.00am 

 Open Day – Wednesday 23rd May  

 Curriculum Day – Friday 8th  June (Student free day) 

 Mid-year student reports published - Friday June 15th  

 Mid-year parent / teacher interviews – Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 20th June 

 End Term 2 – Friday 29th June 2.30pm early dismissal 

Finally, a big thank you to our PA for offering a Mothers Day stall for our students to have the             

opportunity purchase a lovely gift for their mother for Mothers Day.  The children always thoroughly  

enjoy doing their shopping at the school and sharing their excitement with each other.  I trust that all our 

mothers had a wonderful day last Sunday and enjoyed some real quality time with their family. 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Reading Intervention Program: 

For the last three years the teaching component of my AP role at Donvale has involved running a Reading 

Intervention Program in the Junior School.  This year in the first two sessions of each day I work with ten 

Year one students to improve their reading skills. This is the time when reading is being taught in the 

classrooms. These students are, according to their reading levels, placed into three separate groups to 

ensure specific targeted teaching. At the end of Semester one I will again be working with Foundation   

students who require extra assistance with their reading. 

Each group session involves a variety of reading activities designed to improve learning outcomes in the 

following areas: 

 Knowledge of sounds-single sounds, letter blends 

 Phonological awareness 

 Sight word recognition of high frequency words  

 Reading fluency 

 Decoding skills 

 Reading for meaning 

 Verbal and written comprehension 

I also conduct regular Running Records on each child to track their progress and to monitor their 

strengths and areas for improvement. The knowledge gained from this testing is used to plan activities on 

the specific reading skills listed above.  

It has been pleasing to see the positive results these students have attained through their hard work in 

this program, reading with Mum and Dad at home and working with their classroom teachers. It is very 

rewarding to have one of these students a year or two later tell me excitedly that they are now reading 

‘Chapters Books’. Great news I tell them. A lifetime of reading pleasure is well on the way! 

 

Ian McKinlay 



Six positive ways to respond to your anxious child 

BY DR JODI RICHARDSON 

When our kids feel anxious they come to us for help. Help to stop the worrying thoughts spinning 

around their head, help to get rid of the feeling of dread that wells up inside their tummy and help to feel 

safe, calm and happy. We want so much to be able to do that for them. They turn to us because they 

know how much we love them, and they trust us (all knowing beings) to do and say all the ‘right’ things. 

But what are the right things to do and say? 

While there’s no such thing as the perfect script for parenting anxious kids there are things we can do to 

make a powerful difference to how they feel. These ideas will help you to help your kids feel understood, 

valued and empowered to manage their anxiety. 

1. Empathy first, always 

When they’re feeling anxious, the very first thing kids need to know is that we get it. That we understand 

how they feel. When we show empathy, anxious kids feel validated. Different to sympathy, where they 

know you care about their suffering, empathy shows you feel their suffering, that you know what it feels 

like to experience fear, anxiety and worry. 

If you stay calm, cool as a cucumber, not showing any emotion, this is actually a sign to anxious kids that 

you don’t get it. This can lead to them turning up the dial on their emotions and behaviour so you      

eventually do get it. You don’t have to agree with their reaction or what they’re saying, but a powerful 

first response to anxiety is to validate how they’re feeling. 

2. The antidote to mental time travel 

When kids start thinking about the ‘if onlys’ and ‘what ifs’ they’re engaging in something us humans are all 

too good at. Mental time travel. And usually not in a good way. Helping bring their attention to the     

present moment using mindfulness can help down-regulate their emotional response. A really effective 

way to do this is to help your child, no matter what age, tune into their senses. Ask them to name 5 

things they can see, 4 things they can hear, 3 things they can touch and so on. Bringing their attention 

back to the here and now is an incredibly powerful thing to do when anxiety shows up. 

3. Press the button 

Anxious thinking can have our kids endlessly ruminating over thoughts and fears. As we teach them to 

tune into what they’re thinking, we can teach them that they don’t have to believe everything they think. 

Thoughts are just a bunch of words, like the ones on this page. It’s how we they to their thoughts that 

hurts them. A fun way of helping younger kids see their thoughts for what they are is the ‘Press the     

button’ technique. I use this with our 7 year old. Let’s say she’s thinking “A scary clown is going to chase 

me” in her dream when she falls asleep. That’s her thought. Now it’s time to press the button. The 

‘button’ is actually my nose. And when she presses it I say her thought in the most ridiculous voice I can 

muster. She laughs her head off. Then she does the same. I press her nose and she repeats the thought in 

an even   sillier voice! We both crack up laughing. We keep going back and forth using silly voices. It takes 

all the sting out of the thought, and helps remind her that it’s just a thought, not a fact. 

4. Ahhhh Statements 

Ahhhh statements are a brilliant way to validate how your child is feeling and to remind them that their 

thoughts are not facts. Repeating back what you’re hearing about how they’re feeling shows you’re listen-

ing and trying to understand. It’s also a great way to help your child’s develop a more nuanced emotional 

vocabulary. 

PARENTING MATTERS ... 
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DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

“Ahhhh, you’re feeling anxious right now…” 

“Ahhhh, you’re having one of those ‘I might mess it up’ ideas…” 

“Ahhhh, you’re feeling disappointed that didn’t work out for you…” 

5. Thought bubbles      Helping our kids to notice their thinking is such an important skill. We all have 

this kind of mental chatter constantly going on in our minds. When our kids are caught up in a thought it 

can be extremely worrying and anxiety provoking. A bit like getting swept down a river. But when we can 

get our kids ‘out of the river’ and start ‘watching from the riverbank’, it’s far easier for them to see their 

thoughts for what they are. You can ask younger kids what their ‘thought bubble’ is saying, and liken it to 

what they see when they read a comic. You can ask older kids to start paying attention to the thoughts 

that come and go in their minds. This really helps kids get some distance between themselves and their 

thinking. 

6. Is it helpful? 

Let’s say your child come’s home and tells you “I’m terrible at maths”. Instead of trying to dispute this by 

saying “of course you’re not”, “you’re being too hard on yourself”, “remember last year when you won 

the ‘mathematician of the month’ award”, try asking your child if what he/she said is helpful. It’s a simple 

but powerful question. They’ll say “no” which opens up a conversation to discuss what would be helpful. 

Maybe more support, perhaps a chat with the teacher, more time spent practicing or possibly even a   

tutor. It will help your child calm down and develop a growth mindset, with an understanding that ability 

isn’t fixed, and that effort and persistence will move them forward, no matter how stuck they feel. 



JUNE 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

4 

All Day:  Foundation      

Excursion to Casey Safety 

Village 

5 6 

Grade 2 Art Incursion 

7 8 

Curriculum Day 

11 12 

11.10-1.00:  Foundation 

Street Scene Incursion 

13 14 

Senior students - Winter 

Round Robin 

15 

18 19 

Foundation Responsible Pet 

Incursion 

20 21 

 

22 

Senior students - Winter 

Round Robin (back up date) 

25 26 

St. Johns First Aid in 

Schools Incursion 

27 28 29 

Last day Term 2:                 

2.30 dismissal 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 

14 

Grade 1/2 Excursion to the 

City (Eureka Tower/Royal 

Botanical Gardens) 

15 

Naplan (Language        

conventions/writing) 

 

16 

Naplan (Reading) 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Session 2 

17 

Naplan (Numeracy) 

12.00-1.30:  Marimba band 

performance at Florence 

Ave Kinder 

18 20 

9.00-1.00: Working 

Bee 

 

21 

Grade 3/4 Excursion to 

Scienceworks 

22 

Grade 5/6 to East       

Doncaster S C 

Production 

23 

Open Day/Night 

24 25  

28 29 30 31 

Grade 5/6 Winter Round 

Robin 

  

MAY 



Donvale Primary School Open Day: Wednesday 23rd May 2018 

On Wednesday May 23rd all our students will have the opportunity to participate in musical performances as we showcase our 
wonderful musical talent. Please note what time your child is required in the evening and arrange for them to be in the          

designated venue five minutes beforehand, wearing full school uniform. 

 

 
 

Day Session 

Time What’s on Where 

9:00 am to 1:00pm 
School and classrooms open to 

visitors 
All Classrooms 

9:30am School tours begin School Office 

10.00am 
Junior choir 

  
Senior building 

10.10am 
Senior choir 

  
Senior building 

3.20pm 
Small dance group 

(Year 5/6) 
Senior building 

Evening Session 

6:00 pm to 8:00pm Classrooms open to visitors All Classrooms 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
6.45pm 

Marimba Band 
Performing Arts room/ 

Band Room 

6.45pm – 7.30pm 
Marimba band members assisting 

with interactive activities for visi-
tors 

Performing Arts room/ Band 
Room 

6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Computer lab open for interactive 

activities 
Computer Lab 

7:00pm School tour 

7:00pm 

All Foundation students 
Mandarin Performance 
 All Year 1/2 students 

  

Senior Building 

7.40pm 

All Year 3/4 students 
Mandarin Performance 
All year 5/6 students 

  

Senior building 

8.00pm Evening Concludes – we hope you enjoyed your visit! 



OPEN NIGHT BBQ and Coffee stand 

Don’t worry about organising dinner for your family!                                       

Come along to school and enjoy a feast from the BBQ stand as you arrive ready for 

the evening. Take the opportunity to catch up with or make new friends! 

The stand will operate from 5.30pm 

 

You will be able to purchase       

 Baked potato with cheese coleslaw & sour cream   $5.00 

 Sausages in bread                      $2.50                           

(With or without onion)     

 Drinks                       $1.50  
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GENERAL 

 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 
Donvale PS’s ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 2017 IS NOW AVAILABLE 

FOR VIEWING. PLEASE GO TO THE LINK TO ACCESS THE REPORT VIA OUR 

WEBSITE. 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/school-info/strategic-plan/ 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Notices went home yesterday regarding the Entertainment Books.  Next week, the eldest in the family 

will be bringing home an Entertainment Book for you to browse through.  If you do not wish to purchase 

an Entertainment Book, please return it back to us.   

SICK CHILDREN AT SCHOOL 

As the flu season is upon us, we would like to remind parents that if your child gets sick, it is often most  

appropriate to keep him/her home from school. A child who is sick will not be able to 

perform well in school and is likely to spread the illness to other children and staff.   

If your child becomes ill at school and the teacher feels the child is too sick to   

benefit from school or is contagious to other children, you will be called to come 

and take him/her home from school.  

Gastro:  To help prevent the spread of gastro, we ask you to please keep your 

child home from school for at least 48 hours. 

Thank you. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

The RHSports Retail Showroom would like to advise that the shop will be closed on Friday June 1st for 

stocktake.  Normal retail shop trading will resume at 9.00am on Monday June 4th. Alternatively, online 

ordering will be available during this period. 

 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/school-info/strategic-plan/


In 1/2W, we spoke about what having a food allergy means, who in our school has a severe food allergy 

and the ways that we can keep those people safe. We learnt about the three As - Awareness, Avoidance 

and Action. Then we created posters to display around the school. 

WHAT WE DID IN FOOD ALLERGY WEEK ... 

1/2 E made a poster. 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



MANDARIN - Mr Rock Kho 

MANDARIN 

2018 Cultural Day  

Term 3 

WHAT’S COMING UP… 

On Wednesday 25th July in Term 3 we will be running an Asian Cultural Day to celebrate the many    

diverse Asian cultures in our school community. 

 

On this day, students will have the opportunity to participate in several activity groups and will conclude 

with a whole school incursion of Asian music and dancing performed by the Korean Traditional          

Percussion Quartet, Nanta (Modern Group Drumming) and Fan Dance. 

 

Students are asked, if possible, to come dressed in a costume depicting an Asian culture. Parents are   

welcome to come along for the finale at 2.40 pm. 

 

A special lunch for the students will be provided at the school. We will need parent help for this so if you 

are interested and available to help us out with this, please let me know asap so we can move forward 

with our planning.  

 

More information on this day will be coming up in future newsletters and notes home.  

谢谢(Xie Xie）Thank you 

Mr Kho – Mandarin Teacher 

 

 

Year 3/4 Hand Drum Dance Practice and Performance 

Hand drums have arrived and our 20 students from Year 3/4 classes have started practising the Hand 

Drum Dance to perform on Open Night. 



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Our Year 5/6 students have been having fun with Chair Drumming, learning how to play 

chords on the Keyboards and strengthening their skills on the Ukuleles. 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

This week the children have enjoyed participating in activities based on the theme of “Preparing for Australia's biggest afternoon tea.” We 

did some crafts activities including a Healthy food menu. 

Not only that but also, the children did an amazing job last week for the art gallery challenge. They created amazing artworks. This week 

we also had some fun challenges in maths (Mystery of numbers) and Hangman. The children were very engaged and used their           

problem-solving skills to try and figure out the puzzles along with the staff. 

According to our Educational program and practices, we conducted group discussions about different topics such as Respect and   

Community values. They shared their ideas actively and engaged very well. 

Next week theme is : Preparing for biggest afternoon tea 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone       numbers and ad-

dress) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at 

www.oshclub.com.au 

Have a lovely week 

Sherry and Clare 

  

  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care      

Activities 

  
Monopoly 
Biggest             

Afternoon tea 
games 

  
Hit The Penny 

Children's choice 
Science Quiz 

  
Phase 10 Card 

Game 
SHAKE-UP 
SOUNDS 

  
  Tea bag drawing 
  Create your own      
ball game 

 

    Tiggy Variations 

       Paper Slinky 

  

  

  

        After Care 

 

 

Biggest After-
noon tea games 

  
Researching as a 
OSH community... 

  
  

Octopus 
Mad Hatter tea 

party 

 

Making word 
searches to share 

for... 
Making Invitations 

For Biggest .. 

  
  

Number Game 
Cooking for big-

gest afternoon tea 

  
Biggest Afternoon 

Tea Poster 
The Computer 

Room 
  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Sherry (Sharareh Sadat shojaei) 
Assistants: Clare Bullow 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

PARENT HELPERS for P.A. EVENTS 

                        

  

 

 

 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS to all the MOTHER’S DAY STALL helpers, you all did an amazing job! 

We hope all the DPS mums/special persons felt the love last Sunday!  

 

It’s getting cold outside so the PA are serving up delicious HOT CHOCOLATE or  
POPCORN for FRIDAY RECESS TREATS at the canteen this Friday. 

The P.A. BBQ will be serving up meals on OPEN NIGHT next Wed 23
rd

 May, but we still 
need parent volunteers to help with the BBQ.  If you can spare some time, please put your 
name down on the SIGN-UP ZONE website. 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 
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DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Would your child like to play basketball for Donvale Primary? 

DPS Basketball gives students a wonderful opportunity to be involved in a team sport alongside their 

school mates. Aside from the obvious advantages of physical activity, playing basketball for the school can 

develop social skills and self-esteem, give them a sense of belonging and help them to learn respect and 

discipline. 

We are currently seeking expressions of interest for next season which commences at the start of Term 

3 and runs through to Term 4 (mid-December). 

If your child is interested, please complete an Expression of Interest Form which is attached to this     

edition of Snippets or is available from the school office. Forms must be completed and handed into the 

office by Thursday 31 May.  

What you need to know… 

DPS Basketball is run by a team of volunteer parents of the school.  All coaches and team managers give 

up their time for the benefit of the kids.  

Training is once per week, usually after school at DISC from 3.45pm-4.45pm and all players are expected 

to attend. Currently training is on a Tuesday and is likely to remain that way for existing teams. Any new 

teams that are developed will have their training day advised once teams are confirmed. 

Teams can only be developed and entered to play in the competition if we have enough players in the age 

group, a volunteer coach and team manager.  

Ideally, we like to have a minimum of 6-7 players and maximum of 8-9 players. 

Age groups are as follows –  

Under 9 (boys or girls born in 2010 or 2011) – cannot turn 9yrs this year 

Under 11 (boys or girls born in 2008 or 2009) – cannot turn 11yrs this year 

Open (boys or girls) 11+ yrs  

Approximate cost per player per season: Registration fee (approx. $80), game fees (approx. $120) and 

uniform (approx. $35-$40).  

We welcome new players and families and would like to see DPS continue to grow its basketball kids. 

We encourage you to hand in your form by 31 May. Please note the completed form does not            

automatically indicate your child has been entered in a team. Once all forms are received, the Basketball 

Committee will review numbers in each age group and do their best to create teams. 

Teams will be confirmed and everyone notified by 16 June 2018. 

If you have any queries please email Belinda Wogan donvalebasketball@gmail.com  

mailto:donvalebasketball@gmail.com


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

Birthday Wishes To 
 

                   Eva G, Olivia T, Adeeba H, Bani K, You Xun F 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th to 30th May 

Marilou is a parent at the school. 


