
Welcome back! I hope that you all had the opportunity to have a relaxing 

break enjoying the time with family and friends. I took the time to unwind and 

spend time doing all those jobs around the house that have just been put off 

time and time again. I’m pleased to say that I worked through my checklist   

including planting my Autumn / Winter garden and watching it begin to        

establish. I’m hoping now that the crop of beetroot, spinach, broccoli, potato, 

garlic, snowpeas and herbs that I planted grow heartily so that my family and I 

can enjoy them over the coming months. As I now consider myself somewhat 

of an expert in gardening …mmmmmmm…. I can’t wait for our school garden 

beds to also be planted out for a Winter harvest. I know that this will be    

happening shortly. Our school gardeners are preparing for this now. Stay tuned 

for more on this.  

It has been terrific chatting to our students this week hearing and reading 

about all their holiday activities. Playing with friends, going to the movies,   

swimming, camping and eating lots of chocolate Easter eggs were the most 

popular activities. It was particularly lovely to hear one child say that he was 

excited about coming back to school to see all his friends and teachers again. 

It’s great to see the children back at school and raring to go with what is   

shaping up to be yet another fabulous term of learning at Donvale PS.  

 

Open Day 2018: Each year, our school opens to our community to   

showcase and celebrate the wonderful learning opportunities we offer to our 

students. Our Open Day for this year will take place on Wednesday 23rd 

May. Please add this day to your diary and ensure that you make some time to 

come and visit our school. Our PA, once again, will be offering a BBQ dinner 

for all our visitors so that they may come along and not stress about what the 

family is going to have for dinner. We have this sorted. We will be open during 

the day and evening so there will be plenty of opportunity for you to pop by. 

More detailed information on this day is available in this newsletter.  

 

New Window Blinds: Over the break, several classrooms in the middle 

school building as well as the computer lab and staffroom had new blinds     

installed. These more efficient and effective roller blinds replace the very old 

and dated venetian blinds. These new window furnishings make a huge         

difference to the aesthetics and functionality of the rooms. Many thanks to 

Craig Cowley, parent School Councillor, who worked tirelessly over several 

months sourcing quotes and arranging for the installation to take place over  
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the break.  Thanks Craig; the blinds look great! Also a very big thank you to our Parents Association and  

school community as the money used to pay for the blinds was money that had been fundraised by you! 

This is a terrific outcome to the efforts of our community; one that will certainly benefit us all. We have 

plans to install more blinds across the   other classrooms in the very near future.  

 

Parent Newsletters: Year level Term 2 Parent Newsletters have gone home this week. Please be sure 

to read them as they are full of information of events planned for the term with important dates that 

should be added to your diaries. It’s going to be another busy term at Donvale PS!  

 

Snippets Newsletter: A reminder that Snippets will now be distributed fortnightly rather than 

weekly. The next Snippets is due on Thursday 3rd May.  

 

Curriculum Day: Each year, the Education Department grants all government schools four Curriculum 

Days for the purposes of staff professional development. We have currently used two of our days at the 

commencement of the school year; as such we have two days remaining. These two days have been set 

and approved by School Council. Please ensure that you add the following dates to your diary and a      

reminder that all Curriculum Days are student free days.  
 
 Friday 8th June 2018  

This Curriculum Day will be used by staff to consolidate our knowledge of the high impact teaching   

strategies. This day will be shared with staff from Templestowe Valley Primary school.  
 

Our final Curriculum Day for the year is scheduled for… 

 Monday 5th November 2018 (Day before Melbourne Cup Day)  
 

 

Attitudes to Schools Survey:  Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of 

our school. The DET 2018 ‘Attitudes to School’ survey will be conducted with our Year 4, 5 and 6     

students over the period of Monday 23rd April to Friday 1st June. The online anonymous survey is        

designed to assist us in gaining an understanding of our students' perceptions and experience of school so 

that we can continue to plan programs and activities to improve your child's experience at school. 

It provides us with valuable data on our students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning and school in 

general. The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

If you have any questions about the survey, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or the Year 4, 

5 & 6 teachers. 

Anzac Day: Anzac Day is our national day of remembrance in Australia and New Zealand that broadly 

commemorates all Australian and New Zealanders ‘who served and died in all wars, conflicts and     

peacekeeping operations’ and ‘the contribution and suffering of all those who have served’. The day is  

observed on 25th April each year and was originally devised to honour the members of the Australian and 

New Zealand Army Corps who fought at Gallipoli against the Ottoman Empire during World War 1.  

Anzac Day marks the anniversary of the first campaign that led to major casualties for Australian and 
New Zealand forces during the First World War. The acronym ANZAC stands for Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps, whose soldiers were known as Anzacs. Anzac Day remains one of the most       

important national occasions of both Australia and New Zealand.  

Earlier today I took our four school Captains to the Templestowe Memorial Reserve where they        

represented our school by attending the School’s Anzac Day service held by the Rotary Club of        

Templestowe.  They joined around 800 other school students in honouring our lost servicemen.  The 

School Captains participated in a moving ceremony and had the opportunity to lay a wreath on behalf of 

our school.  



Our Captains represented our school proudly; they are wonderful leaders and role models to their fellow 

students.  

A reminder that Anzac Day next Wednesday 25th April is a public holiday.  

 

School Photos: Our annual school photo shoot took place today. The photos are always a       

wonderful memento for parents and students to enjoy for many, many years. I know, on occasion, I look 

back at the school photos of my own children and think back at all the wonderful memories we have of 

their primary school days. Thankfully, the weather was on our side today, the children smiled broadly as 

they gathered together and individually to have their photos taken. I’m sure that the end result, as always, 

will be something we can be most proud of.  

 

Working Bee: School Council’s Buildings and Grounds Committee has scheduled a Working Bee 

for Sunday May 20th from 9.00 – 12.30pm. With our Open Day the following Wednesday, we would like 

to spend the time carrying out some general maintenance and gardening jobs. As this our very first  

Working Bee for the year, it would be wonderful to have our new families join us to lend a helping hand. 

The PA will again feed the hungry workers with a delicious sausage sizzle lunch – just the perfect way to 

finish off a productive morning. Please pop this date into your diary and come along if you can. All are 

welcome.   

 

Some important dates for your diary… 

 Anzac Day – Wednesday 25th April (Student free day) 

 Open Day – Wednesday 23rd May  

 Curriculum Day – Friday 8th  June (Student free day) 

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

HELPING YOUR CHILD NAVIGATE TRICKY FRIENDSHIPS 

BY SHARON WITT 

Friendships are an important aspect of all of our lives – perhaps even more so for our children as they 

navigate the often complex years of growing up and discover their place in the world. As our young   

people grow and develop, so do their friendships. 

In the early years, many friendships are developed through manufactured situations and groups we are 

involved in as parents. First time mother’s groups, antenatal birthing classes, playgroup, church groups and 

other friendship groups for mothers, often become the first opportunities that our children have to play 

and develop these early skills of relating to their peers. It is during these early toddler years that we can 

safely observe and guide our children’s play time. We can help them deal with minor disputes over whose 

turn it is to play with the truck, use the dress up cape or the blocks. We teach our children to play fairly, 

share and take turns. 

As our children enter their early Primary School years, these friendships develop more out of our       

earshot. Some parents may even feel a little concerned that they will not know each of your child’s 

friends at school and whom they choose to be influenced by. However, there is a lot we can do as      

parents to help guide our children through these years of critical relationship building. Developing the 

strategies to deal with friendship conflicts, tricky situations and issues of bullying are lifelong skills that will 

stand them in good stead for the years ahead. 

What makes a good friend? 

From an early age, we can have conversations with our children around what makes a good, healthy 

friendship. What are the qualities we look for in a friend? I have asked this very question of hundreds of 

children over the past two decades and the same qualities are mentioned time and time again: 

Honest 

Trustworthy 

Friendly 

Dependable 

Kind-hearted 

Humorous 

Forgiving 

These qualities are probably the same for many of us parents too. However we also need to remember 

that we should also display these qualities if we are seeking positive and healthy friendships. We will    

actually attract these same qualities in the friendships we make when we model these ourselves. 

Lead by Example 

Whether we like it or not, our children are observing us all the time. They watch how we speak, act and 

conduct our own friendships. 

A few days ago, I was astounded by an exchange I observed on social networking site Facebook between 

two grown women – mothers – right in front of their children’s watchful gaze. What was perhaps the 

most distressing for those observing, were a few comments posted intermittently by the young children 

of these women – who were observing every hurtful missile fired between the two! One child simply 

wrote: ‘Please! will you stop calling my mum names!” “Please will you stop speaking to my mum that way, she 

doesn’t deserve it!’ And my heart broke! 
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These parents were clearly having a very heated falling out – but to play this out in a very public way and 

under the ever-watchful eyes of their children was just so sad. To these children, the modelling is already 

occurring before their eyes. 

Model your own positive Friendships 

As parents, we can do a lot to teach our children about navigating friendships by modelling our own in a 

positive way. Demonstrate that a friendship is a two-way street by phoning your friend occasionally, 

sending an encouraging note or card, or making a meal for them if they are unwell. When we do these 

things naturally in our own relationships, we are teaching our children how supportive real friendships 

can be. 

Dealing with Tricky Friends 

We will always encounter friendships that can become a little complex or tricky at times. Our children 

will find this very difficult when it occurs but we can teach them how to handle this effectively and let 

them know that it is okay to set their own boundaries and enforce these when necessary. 

Hurt Feelings 

Feelings will often be hurt during our friendships- that is the nature of living in relationship and part of a 

community. However, it is how we deal with hurt feelings – that is most important. When your child 

experiences hurt feelings, try and use this as a teachable moment! 

Recently my daughter came home from school feeling down. A girl in her class had distributed her    

birthday party invitations in front of a gathered group of friends – however she did not invite my     

daughter. 

My daughter was clearly stunned as she relayed the story to me. 

‘Why would someone DO THAT?!’ she questioned. ‘It is just SO mean!’ 

It became a great teachable moment for her. We talked about how this girl must be feeling about herself 

and her position amongst the girls if she has to noticeable, in front of everyone, NOT invite a well-liked, 

popular girl in the group. It was all about this girl’s feelings of power, or lack of. I talked to my daughter 

about how she was feeling at that moment, and explained to her that there will always be people who 

deliberately (in this case) or accidentally hurt our feelings. What my daughter could learn from this is 

how NOT to treat others – whether they are your closest friend or just a part of your social group at 

school. Be mindful of other’s feelings. 

When it came time for my daughter to plan her own birthday party, and she had a limited number of 

guests allowed, she made it a point to hand out her invitations in private and at a time that would not 

cause upset to others. 

We cannot possibly protect our children from having their feelings hurt or having to deal with difficult 

people – but we can teach them how to respond and learn valuable life skills about navigating tricky 

friendships. 

Most Friendships won’t last Forever 

If you had have told me at age 8 that my best friend in the entire world, would not have been my lifelong 

friend forever, I would simply not have believed you! But to our children, their friendships do seem 

‘lifelong’ and permanent. They cannot imagine these relationships ever drifting apart. However, the     

reality is, most of our early friendships don’t continue on forever and this is a good point to teach our 

children. Some friends are with us for a reason, and some for just a season. But each will bring     

something unique to our lives and perhaps teach us a lesson – even if that lesson is what we don’t want 

or need in a friend. 



Be Friendly! 

As much as this may seem like such a simple point to make, it is important that our children learn to be 

friendly – even to those who are unkind or cause conflict in our lives. There will always be people who 

annoy us, speak rudely to us for no apparent reason. But we are not always privy to what is going on in 

their lives. If someone is mean or nasty to your daughter, explain to her that we don’t always understand 

why people choose to be rude to us or react in certain ways. What we can do is demonstrate some 

grace and act with kindness. 

 

Elbert Hubbard said: ‘In order to have friends, you must first be one.’ 

This is a good mantra to teach our young people. So often, our children complain that they have no real 

friends, or they are not popular at school. But this quote is a timely reminder that they need to practice 

being a friend. The more you practice being friendly and being interested in others, the more people will 

be drawn to you. 

Friendships will always be a lifelong learning opportunity. Hopefully, as we navigate and manage our own 

friendships as adults, we can model to our own children how to best take this journey through life. 
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2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Session 1 
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Grade 1/2 Excursion ‘Me & 

My Melbourne’ 
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Naplan (Reading) 

2.00-3.00:  Leapfrog Session 2 
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Naplan (Numeracy) 

12.00-1.30:  Marimba band 

performance at Florence 

Ave Kinder 
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Grade 3/4 Excursion to 

Scienceworks 
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Grade 5/6 to East       

Doncaster S C Production 
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Open Day 
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Grade 5/6 Winter Round 

Robin 

  

May 

 Birthday Wishes To 
Eleanor M, Maxwell T, Aysha Mc, Jaymes M, Ella C, Cyrus S, Melina A, Emily F, Aiden C, Mya S, 

Xavier B, Ruby C, Zara W 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 20th April to 3rd 
May 



 

Donvale Primary School 

WORKING BEE 

SUNDAY MAY 20th 2018   

9.00am – 1.00pm 

 

Come along with the whole family and spend the morning helping make our school 

grounds even more beautiful. Please bring along any equipment such as mowers, whipper 

snippers, shovels, blowers, garden gloves, pruning shears, hedge trimmers etc.  

A delicious BBQ lunch will be provided by our Parents Association.  

Hope to see you there. 

Building and Grounds Committee 

 
 

 





MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



ANZAC DAY MEAL DEAL – Friday 27
th

 April 

Meal Deal forms are coming home this week.  Take your pick from a 
Cheesy Vegemite Scroll or Cheese & Bacon Roll.  All meals come with a drink 

and yummy ANZAC biscuit.  But ‘Lest You Forget’ to return your forms and 
money by next Thursday morning (26th April)! 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING - Monday 23
rd

 April, at 8pm 

                   

 

 

 

 

Our next PA Meeting will be next  Monday 23
rd

 April, at 8pm hosted at Kim M.’s home.  RSVP 
to Janine Cope – copejanine@hotmail.com for address. 

Come along and join in the discussion about what we’re up to and future events.  Plus, you’ll 
meet some really lovely people you can then say ‘Hi’ to in the school yard! 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

PARENT HELPERS for P.A. EVENTS 

                   

 

 

 

 

Check out the SIGN-UP ZONE for upcoming events such as the ANZAC Day Meal Deal, Friday 
Recess Treats and the Mother’s Day Stall. Simply type this website into your browser or click the 

link through via compass notifications.   

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 

        MOTHER’S DAY STALL – Friday 11
th

 May! 

 

We can’t guarantee you’ll get these gifts from the Mother’s Day 
Stall, but we’re sure that the kids will have fun choosing something 

just as good for you! 
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  




