
School Council 2018: Our School Council AGM was held last night. I 

would like to formally welcome our 2018 School Council to our community. 

Congratulations to Evan Raftopoulos who was re-elected as our School     

Council President.   Congratulations also to Craig Cowley who was elected as 

School Council Vice-President. Congratulations to both Cassandra Buckle who 

is our Treasurer and Leanna Maguire is Secretary.  

 

The following is our 2018 School Council:  

Lena Clark – Principal 

Evan Raftopoulos – President  

Craig Cowley – Vice President  

Cassandra Buckle – Treasurer 

Leanne Maguire - Secretary 

George Condos - Parent 

Chee Leong – Parent 

Ian McKinlay - Assistant Principal 

Sandy Bryant – Business Manager 

Peter Reiter - Teacher 

Chelsea Wernert - Teacher 

 

All our school councillors are extremely focused on ensuring that the students 

of DPS have the best learning opportunities made available to them; as such I 

know that all members will continue to be very active and supportive members 

of our community.  

 

I am looking forward to another very productive and rewarding year together.  

Q u o t e  o f                
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Our Values 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Resilience 

Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 



The following is a list of our School Council’s Sub-committees with it convenors and members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following dates for 2018 School Council and Sub-committee meetings have been scheduled. Please 

note that these dates are subject to change.  

 

Color Run / Fundraising: – The Color Run held yesterday proved to be a colourful event where 

our students had the opportunity to raise money for our school whilst being active, creative and enjoying 

time with their friends. The weather was on our side and our community joined together in a fun filled 

way to finish off our first term for the year. A very big thank you goes to our parents from the PA who 

planned and organised the event from beginning to end. It was just fantastic! It was great to see so many 

parents and friends as helpers (too many to mention them all) and wonderful also to see so many parents 

coming along to join in the fun. It was a wonderful way for us to get together and celebrate our brilliant 

school.    

The money raised will go towards purchasing more screens and blinds for our classrooms with our     

ultimate goal being to replace all the very dated venetians now dressing many of our windows. PA     

fundraising has already be spent on purchasing new screens and blinds for the Computer Lab, Staffroom,  
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and classrooms along the middle school building. We are hoping for these new blinds to be in place     

before our Open Day scheduled for May 23rd this year. Next on the list is fitting blinds for the Junior 

building followed by the Senior building. It is all going to look fantastic. Thank you to everyone who has 

supported our school through the various fundraisers held throughout the year. The money is always 

spent in providing our students with a more positive learning environment and learning opportunities.  

Snippets: A reminder that from Term 2, Snippets will be published on a fortnightly basis rather than 

weekly.  

 

Pick up and Drop off parking: A reminder to parents to please be mindful of parking restrictions 

around our streets when leaving cars to come into the school to pick up children. I have recently        

received two complaints from local residents regarding parents illegally parking across driveways and no 

parking zones. I have informed the residents to contact the police should this occur again.  

 

Garden Beds: A very big thank you to several of our loyal parents who spent a portion of their 

weekend tidying up our school’s veggie garden beds and topping them up with fresh rich soil in  



readiness for the children to start planting the winter veggies. The children were also kept busy by filling 

up empty gumboots and kids wheelbarrows with soil so that they can plant flowers in them.  

Thank you in particular to Michelle Bishop who organised the mini working bee – it certainly proved to 

be very productive.  

Thank you also to the following parents and children who attended and continue to support our         

gardening program at school: Michelle, Matt, Emily, Kaitlyn and Jasmine Bishop; Antoinette, Cameron, 

Max and Ruby Donaldson; Amina, Naris, Naima and Akeem Gerald; Diane, Chloe and Lucas Cepulo; 

Roya, Rosana and Ryan Sotoodeh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chantelle Olafsen: Best wishes to Chantelle Olafsen (School Chaplain / Well-being Officer) who     

finished up with us at Donvale PS yesterday. She will take her talents and skills to a new school where she 

will enjoy working much closer to home with the added benefit of security to her position. A very big 

thank you to Chantelle for all the wonderful work she has done during her time with us. She has        

supported many students and families and will be very much missed.  

 

End Term 1: Another term has very quickly flown by as we look forward to our term break. Thank you 

to the staff of DPS – just a wonderful team of educators who work tirelessly for our students.  



Thank you for your commitment and dedication to what really is a very challenging but extremely       

rewarding career.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and relaxing Easter     

holiday. I look forward to seeing you all back safely at the beginning of Term 2 on Monday 16th April. 

The staff have many wonderful learning experiences planned for our students; I know it’s going to be yet 

another busy but exciting term.  

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

 The way you play the game: 

Many times when I was growing up and beginning to play competitive sport I was often told by my      

parents, coaches and teachers that the most important thing was not whether you won or lost but how 

you played the game. And from a young age even though you wanted to win you always had in the back of 

your mind that there were other important values at stake such as fairness and being seen to be a good 

sport. We were also taught to be humble in victory and gracious in defeat.  

At Donvale P.S. we encourage our students in their sports matches against other schools to uphold these 

traditional values. We are proud that are students are able to show Respect towards their opponents, 

shake hands at the end of the game and accept that at times the opposition may have played better than 

them. We are also proud of the Responsibility that they show when playing the game in the right spirit, and 

their Resilience whether ahead or behind on the scoreboard. 

There is much to reflect on with the recent events concerning our national cricket team in South Africa. 

The words of my favourite football coach Jack Clancy, ring truer than ever….’It’s not how you play when 

you’re 6 goals in front…it’s how you play when you’re 6 goals down……. that’s the true test of        

character.’ 

 

A great start: 

As Lena would have mentioned this has been a wonderful start to the school year. I would also like to 

congratulate all our new members of staff on a highly successful start to their teaching careers at Donvale 

P.S. We have all enjoyed the enthusiasm, energy and new ideas they have brought with them. 

 

I wish all families a Happy Easter and a restful break. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Balancing your child’s digital diet 

BY MARTINE OGLETHORPE 

When considering your child’s or young person’s digital diet it’s important to move beyond the notion of 

keeping kids safe to look at the types of activities their screen-time might be denying them. 

There are many aspects to take into account including the maintenance of mental and physical health;  

fulfilling school and family duties and ensuring that young people develop a full gammit of real world    

communication skills. 

For the sake of living a balanced life ensure your child has sufficient time for:  

1. Sleep: It’s super important that kids are getting a good night’s sleep. Keeping devices out of the      

bedroom when they are young, and avoiding the screens for at least an hour before bed, helps ensure 

their sleep needs are met. 

2. Boredom: Today’s kids don’t tend to get as much time to be bored as kids used to. It is an important 

skill to be able to fill in their time themselves. Bored time promotes creative play and thinking as kids are 

forced to come up with other ways to amuse themselves. 

3.Connection: Face-to-face interaction is obviously crucial for children’s social and emotional            

development and wellbeing. Time with friends, siblings and family members must always be a priority. 

Learning to engage, problem solve and read body language and facial expressions are all crucial skills that 

need real-life time and experience to develop. 

4. Physical activity: A healthy body and mind requires activity and movement. Kids still love to get out 

and play. However, some may need a bit more encouragement to remind them. 

5. Reflection: Whilst playing games may be described by many kids as their downtime (and yes, there is 

some validity to this argument) kids also need downtime that involves doing very little. It is in these      

moments of reflection, of thinking and of pondering, that our ideas come to us and our creativity for     

other activities flows. 

6. Focus: There are times of the day when all of us need to be focused on other tasks. These may be 

homework, chores, reading a book or the newspaper, building something or making something. There 

needs to be time in kids’ days where they are able to focus solely on a task without the distractions of a 

screen. 

7. Family meals: Getting plenty of good food is of course very important to kids’ wellbeing. But it’s not 

just about the food. Sitting at the table with parents, siblings or others, focusing on enjoying a meal      

together without the need of a screen, helps children to develop good habits while they are young which 

they can carry into the future. 

Obviously there will be times when all these needs are not completely balanced. There will be periods 

when screens are used more often and times when one or more valuable needs is neglected. But if we 

can use this as a guide and aim to fit the many key experiences our kids need into each day, we are much 

more likely to ensure our kids grow up with a healthy respect for their screens and a healthy respect for 

the many areas of their life that need to be nurtured. 
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AN ARTICLE WRITTEN BY ONE OF OUR PARENTS ... 

This article is featured in ‘Your Child in Manningham’ Family Magazine and was written by 

Marylou Coombe who is a parent at Donvale. 
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CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM 

Sad to say goodbye to my chaplaincy role after many years at Donvale Primary School, but  new          

adventures begin as I continue at another school as a College Chaplain (Secondary), taking on an         

opportunity with an ongoing position in my own community.  

The past years at DPS have been a blessing and a privilege to work with so many families, I will miss    

everyone so much, but the memories with all the amazing staff, parents and adorable students will last a 

lifetime.  

Thanks you to the parents, for providing me with the privilege in spending time with your most precious 

child/ren.  

Always remember “It takes a village to raise a child”, so take the support and resources around you to 

your advantage. 

Thank you to Christian Community Churches Victoria and Tasmania for your supporting and funding my 

role at DPS. 

Chantelle Olafsen 

 

SUSTAINABILITY CLUB ... 

Hello Parents and Guardians 

Wow! What a fantastic Term we have had in our Sustainability program, much has been learnt and the 

garden is now ready to go with planting scheduled for early Term Two. 

 

Sustainability Garden 

The Sustainability Garden has had quite a lot of work done to it over the past few weeks 

and it is looking great. Students have been attending the garden weekly to prepare the 

soil, clear the areas around the beds and remove any old produce. The students have  

really enjoyed coming to the garden weekly and we look forward to a big planting day in 

Term Two. 

A big thank you must be extended to Michelle Bishop and the parent community who 

come out weekly to help with the gardening program, your help is very much             

appreciated. 

 

Litter Agreement 

Last week at assembly each grade presented their ‘Litter Agreements.’ These         

agreements have been signed by all of the students and state that all students will place 

their rubbish in the bins and not litter. Each grade has done a wonderful job with this 

and I look forward to seeing its implementation early next term. 

Stay tuned for more upcoming sustainability events and news throughout the year. 

Christian Garcia 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Program Update 

 Dear families, 

We planned many fun activities in Oshclub for the last week of the term. The children made lots of 

Easter crafts. We also had some Easter cooking such as Cupcake, which made children excited. 

Not only that but also, we prepared treats for the children to celebrate Easter. Our sports activities 

included Tiggy and Basketball. We are pleased to welcome our new preps this term and looking       

forward to seeing all of our kids next term again.  As this week was the last week of the term, we wish 

you great Easter holiday. Hope you enjoy your holiday and stay safe. 

Happy Easter ! 

 

Sherry and Clare 

Bookings are now open for OSHClub Holiday programs in our area. Please visit our    

website for details on program locations and program information. Schools in the area 

that run a holiday program include Donvale Christian Collage, Blackburn(Sherry will 

work there), Doncaster Gardens ( Clare will work there), Greythorn, Mitcham, Ringwood 

Heights and Roberts Mccubbin Boxhill. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on 

the day by calling or leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 

for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like your child to attend 

OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get 

back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after 

school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text          

message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. Please           

remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on 

the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at 

www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Sherry (sharareh) Sadatshojaei 
Assistants: Clare 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the 
day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

DONVALE P.S. COLOUR RUN FUNDRAISER 

A big  

THANK YOU  
to all the helpers and organisers of yesterday’s Colour Run event.  

It wouldn’t have been half as good if not for the efforts of the amazing Liz Brown, who was      
instrumental in organising a lot of it. 

So as the colours fade away, the fun memories of a great day will stay forever! 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

Our next PA Meeting will be in the second week of Term 2, on Monday 23
rd

 April in the      
evening at Kim M.’s house.  More details in the next Snippets. 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Best wishes to all the parents as they brace themselves for the school holidays, and to all 
the teachers who can take a breather from our little darlings for a whole two weeks! 
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SOME PICS FROM OUR PJ DAY LAST WEEK ... 

Thank you to everyone who wore their pyjamas/onesies to school and contributed to our whopping 

$486 for the Royal Children’s Good Friday Appeal. 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

               Birthday Wishes To 
Vincent C, Pella S, Amy L, Jake F, Lyla H, Abby V, Jaimee E, Jimmy T, Ruben C, Dominic C, April 

S, Bobby E, Dominic B, Charlotte E, Cooper R, Mehar L, Sarah J, Indi M, 

Luke S 

                    

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 30th March to 19th 
April 

PREMIER’S ACTIVE APRIL  

As an ongoing commitment to increase physical activity, Council and the Victorian Government are encouraging residents to get involved 

in this year’s Premier’s Active April initiative.  To view a full list of free activities in Manningham, visit www.manningham.vic.gov.au/active-

april. 

OUTDOOR EXERCISE AT JENKINS RESERVE 

Grab a friend and join us for free outdoor group exercise classes with a personal trainer, suitable for all ages and fitness levels.  

Wednesday 18 April, Friday 20 & 27 April and Monday 30 April 

10.00am to 10.45am 

Jenkins Reserve, Shakespeare Drive (meet at the carpark), Templestowe.  

 

OUTDOOR YOGA IN WARRANDYTE  

Join us for free beginner yoga classes. 

Tuesday 10, 17 & 24 April 

9.45am to 10.30am 

Stiggants Reserve (stage), Stiggant Street, Warrandyte. 

Cost: Free, BYO Mat. 

 

For bookings and more information visit www.manningham.vic.gov.au/active-april.  
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