
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND          

VIOLENCE FRIDAY 16TH MARCH: As an official NDA school,      

Donvale PS is joining the nationwide movement and standing united against   

bullying with schools across Australia, tomorrow Friday 16 March 2018. We 

are proud to be an NDA school and participate in a positive day of action. It 

provides an opportunity to continue with meaningful discussions about how we 

can all work together to address bullying and violence.  At Donvale, staff will 

continue conversations with our students about how we can all play our part in 

finding solutions to bullying. Our students are our next generation and we 

need to be actively involved in shaping their future. Let’s join together to help 

deliver a powerful message that bullying and violence are never okay. We are 

putting our anti-bullying programs in the spotlight and calling on the school 

community to stand together with us tomorrow to say ‘Bullying. No Way!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE: Yesterday, I had 

the pleasure of taking our school captains and vice captains to a student     

Leadership Conference held at the Melbourne Convention Centre. This is an 

annual conference attended by approximately three thousand students from 

across Victoria. This year’s theme, ‘Transformers’, supported the students in 

exploring important characteristics that help transform them into effective 

leaders, capable of making an impact within their school.  

The students participated in a full day of activities which included presentations,  
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hands on tasks and opportunities to meet and chat with other students to share experiences and        

generate new ideas together. It was a terrific day shared together by our Captains who represented our 

school so well. I was extremely proud of them, particularly of how they conducted themselves and      

represented our school. Well done Vienna, Jesse, Ruby and Hamish.  

 

Veggie Gardens: Many thanks to our student members of the Gardening Club (approximately 30 

students) and to  Michelle Bishop (parent to Emily and Kaitlyn) who has once again gathered a merry 

band of parent helpers to help get our garden beds ready for their next planting. Students and parents 

have done such a fantastic job clearing all the old growth and weeds!  The students have dug / turned 

over the soil in each of the garden beds and the parents have added organic matter/ fertiliser/ wet a soil. 

The students have then watered it all in in readiness for 

planting. It’s all looking great!  

 

Michelle has organised a mini garden bee with a group of 

parents to take place on Sunday 25 March @2pm. If you 

are interesting in being a part of this group, please contact 

the school. All is welcome. 

 

Many thanks to Michelle and the parent helpers, Amina, 

Naris, Antoinette and Diane – your ongoing  support with 

our gardening club is very much appreciated. Keep up the 

great work, everyone.  

 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 

Some important dates for your diary: 

 PA Colour Run fundraiser – Wednesday 28th March 

 End Term 1 Thursday 29th March 2.30pm early dismissal 

 Curriculum Days– Friday 8th June & Monday 5th November 

 School Photos –Thursday 19th April 

 Open Day / Night Wednesday 23rd May 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

A Fair Go: 

Today I have the pleasure of looking after the school cricket team playing in a Round Robin at Donvale 

Reserve against some of our local schools. On the way to work this morning I couldn’t help thinking 

about the changes and attitudes we have to Primary School cricket these days in comparison with my  

early teaching days. Back then there was an almost sole emphasis on simply winning the match. This often 

meant that only a few of the cricketers were heavily involved in the game with either bat or ball. Today all 

the cricketers will have an equal time batting and bowling and more importantly have the same            

opportunity to develop their skills in a friendly rivalry atmosphere. Watching the confidence that our   

students develop from this far more inclusive approach to school cricket is very rewarding. 

 

Planning Week: 

Next week all teachers across the school will be involved in a Planning Day to organise their Term 2   

programs. Our whole school Integrated Inquiry Units will be based around the Throughline of ‘Community 

(Building Strong Communities)’. The planning days are Wednesday - Foundation & Level 1/2, Thursday -  

Level 3/4  & Level 5/6 and Friday – Specialist teachers. We look forward to many exciting learning       

experiences being planned for Term 2 on these days. 

 

Ian McKinlay 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

FOUR WAYS TO RESPOND TO KIDS WHO LOVE THE LAST WORD 

BY MICHAEL GROSE 

“Don’t do it!” 

I sat in the back of the classroom and I saw a fourteen-year-old student taunt his teacher in a way that 

only young adolescent boys can do. 

The teacher asked the student to get back to work and stop disturbing others, reminding him that his  

behaviour was out of order. 

The student grudgingly resumed his task. But just before he put his head down, he threw out a comment 

about it being a stupid piece of work that he had to do. 

This young fella’ threw down an ‘imaginary rope’ (the last word, a taunt, a jibe, a joke) for the teacher to 

pick up. 

“Don’t pick it up! Just let it go!” I thought as I sat in the back of the room. He was getting back to work. 

This was the boy’s way of saving face in front of his mates. 

The teacher picked up the imaginary rope and began a tirade of abuse that was extremely personal. 

I detected the slightest grin the student’s face that said “Gotchya!” The teacher’s remarks were like water 

off a duck’s back. He revelled in them and I watched as his status amongst his male peer group just went 

up a number of notches. 

Okay, so what’s the point? 

The hard part of dealing with kids, whether you are a teacher or a parent, is to ignore some of their ‘last 

wordedness’ and the verbal comments they throw our way. 

I am not suggesting that we ignore all taunts or rude remarks but there are many occasions when we 

should just leave the ‘imaginary rope’ where is lies. Usually when we ‘pick up the rope’ we turn into a 

child! 

‘Throwing the rope’ is so effective as behind most conflict between kids and adults are the deeper issues 

of: 

Power (“I want to make you do this”), 

Position (“I’m the adult so you should listen to me”) and 

Prestige (“I want others to think I’m doing a good parenting job”). 

Arguments, last-wordedness or comeback lines, which are often about kids saving face, threaten our posi-

tion or prestige as parents or teachers. “You can’t say that to me, I am the adult,” is the type of thinking that 

brings us undone every time. 

They are also a way of kids saying that I will acquiesce to you but on my terms, which is about power. 

Four alternatives to picking up the rope: 

1. Stop, smile, ignore and walk away. 

2. If the issue was important, choose the right time and place to talk to your child about their behaviour. 

3. If it’s not important, let it pass. Some kids just value the fight so don’t fight. 
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4. Use humour to diffuse the situation. Self-deprecating humour works well; sarcasm doesn’t work. 

Next time a child ‘throws the rope’ by having the last word or using a quick throw-away line, realise 
what is happening. Look at the imaginary rope, smile and refuse to pick it up. That is the adult thing to 

do. 

Hard work, but essential if we are going to be successful at bringing out the best in kids’ behaviour. 

 



March 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

12 13 

School nurse visit 

Grades 3/4 RACV Street 

wise incursion 

14 

School nurse visit 

15 

School nurse visit 

Grades 5/6 Round Robin 

16 

National Day Against Bullying 

and Violence  

19 

School nurse visit 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 

SRC Fundraiser -  Pj’s for Kids 

Day.  Wear your PJ’s to 

school (gold coin donation) 

26 27 28 

P A Color Run Fundraiser - 

BBQ lunch for students     

followed by colour run during 

last two blocks of the day 

29 

Last day Term 1:   2.30 finish 

30 

 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

 This week the children have enjoyed participating in activities based on the theme of “St Patrick’s day.” We  also created crafts 

including  “Fridge magnet” and "St Patrick poster". We also conducted Hockey (outside) and mini golf (inside). Children did their 

best to win! Not only that but also this week, we had some fun word search and St Patrick colouring. The children were         

engaged very well and used their problem-solving skills to try and figure out the puzzles along with staff. Children helped   

Sherry to update and renew the height chart. They did amazing teamwork through this activity. 

Next week we will get into varied activities to celebrate Easter. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and          address) on the enrolment 

form if there is any change. This can be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

Have a lovely week 

Sherry and Clare 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care      

Activities 

  
Numbers  Basketball 

  
Child's choice -

Easter 

  
Child Initiated    
dramatic play 

  
Easter Bunny Mask 

  
Tennis match 

  
Wool Easter chicks 

  

Easter Bingo 
  

Multilingual        
Greetings 

The Hand Game 

Four Square Switch 

  

  

  

        After Care 

 

 

Easter Face Paint 
  

Angry Birds 

  

Torch Tag 
Easter Bunny 

  
 Watercolour     

Paintings 

 

Easter paintings 
  

Freeze tag 
  

Occupation      Explo-
ration:    Performer... 

  
Construction paper 

Easter basket 

  
Musical Tea Party. 

  
Computer Time 

  
  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Sherry(Sharareh) Sadatshojaei 
Assistants: Clare Bullow 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

               Birthday Wishes To 
 

                     Brooke H, Edeline J, Kaitlyn B, Hannah B, Patrick Z, Uday L 

               

Who are celebrating birthdays from the 16th to 22nd March 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Woo hoo!  FRIDAY RECESS TREATS… They’re back!!   

Deliciously cool Quelch Icy Tubes!  Only $1.00 each 

                        

  

 

 

 

DONVALE P.S. COLOUR RUN FUNDRAISER 

Remember to RETURN YOUR FORMS and PAYMENT by Tuesday 20
th

 March to ensure your 
child doesn’t miss out.  It’s an event not to be missed! 

CADBURY CHOCOLATE FACTORY SHOP VISIT  

 Monday 26
th

 March, 9:30am 

Places still available for our group visit to the Cadbury Factory Out-
let in Ringwood.  Here’s your chance to pick up a wide range of 

chocolates (including heavily discounted factory rejects!) and other 
products such as cream cheese spreads, etc. 

RSVP to Janine on 0429 596 719 by next Wednesday 21
st
 March.  

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

THANKS to all the parents who have put their names down 
in our SIGN-UP ZONE!                                                           

(find it here: https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 

type it into your browser or click the link through via compass 
notifications)   

 

We have now filled all the helper places on Signup Zone for the 
Colour Run, but if you missed out on a helper spot and 
would still like to help, let Janine Cope know so we can add 
you to the list of helpers. 

 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

2018  

Donvale Reserve, Noonan Way 

Friday Evening Sessions – Starting 

April 20th @ 5.00pm 

Saturday Morning Sessions –  

Starting April 21st @ 9.30am 
No sessions during School Holidays and Long Weekends 

Eligible for all Boys and Girls born between 2006 – 2013 

Auskick Registration only $90.00 online via 

www.aflauskick.com.au/register (enter Postcode 3111) 

Enquire: renehans4@optusnet. com. au or call 
Brendan Renehan 0402 052 870 

Some of the reasons your child will love 
Auskick: 
• Having fun and making new friends  
• Learning the skills of this great game  
• Coached in their own age group  
• Non-competitive, everyone gets a go  
• Being active & learning 
 
Free Auskick Session 
 
We will be running 2 free Introductory Auskick 
Sessions  
Saturday March 17th and March 
24th – 9.00am – 10.00am 
Come Join us! 
 
 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register
mailto:renehans4@optusnet.com.au

