
Parent Helpers: Last Friday, we held our Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea. 

We do this each year to acknowledge and thank the many parents and families 

who contribute so much to the daily activities of our school. We are extremely 

fortunate at Donvale to have such a wonderful, hardworking group of parents 

who give so freely of their time to help the kids. One message I continually try 

to put forward is that we are all here for the children. Parents naturally want 

what is best for their children, they want them to be happy at school, learning 

and growing as people. That is what our whole staff want too! When it is    

recognised that our aims and goals are basically the same, it makes for a much 

better relationship. Parents at Donvale Primary School show their support for 

the children and the school in so many ways. Whether this be as a member of 

School Council, listening to students read, through fundraising efforts and our 

PA, responding to surveys or completing a Parent Helpers’ Program – they are 

all valued ways to participate and contribute to the school. Not all parents can 

make it to the school to participate in the above ways, but by listening to their 

children read, talking about what happened at school and showing an interest 

in their learning, they can contribute in perhaps the most effective way.  

To all our parents – thank you once again for your support of the children and 

the school! 

 

2018 Class structures and staffing: The end of the year often brings a 

bit of excitement and a bit of sadness. It’s great to start thinking of Christmas 

and the holidays and time with friends, but it’s also a time when we say     

goodbye to other friends and colleagues. This year is no exception. As       

mentioned in previous newsletters, we will be saying goodbye to several    

teachers at the end of this year, however this also means that we will be     

welcoming new ones to our school. In 2018, we will welcome Rock Kho 

(Mandarin Language teacher), Chelsea Wernert, Jacki Ellul, Nikki Geary, Emma 

Farrington and Jessica Trend. We are really looking forward to working with 

these new   teachers and expect great things from them! There is also still one 

more appointment to be made – we are currently in this process. Next week, 

our children will have the opportunity to meet with their teachers for next 

year and spend some time in their classrooms with their classmates. This is 

when teachers and their classes will be officially announced. I’m aware that 

there is much anticipation for this announcement however as we are still     

finalising classes and teachers, this will not be announced until then as          

circumstances can alter very quickly and changes may still occur.  

Thursday 21st Dec - ‘Meet the Teacher’  

Q u o t e  o f                
t h e  w e e k :  

14th December 2017 Elata Street, Donvale 

Phone: 03-9842 3373     Fax:  03-9841 7033 

Email: Donvale.ps@edumail.vic. gov.au 

Our Values 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Resilience 

Compassion 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark 



Swimming Program:  Our end of year swimming program began yesterday. Thank you to 

Mr Hogg and Mr McKinlay for all the planning and organising to ensure that this program runs smoothly 

throughout its duration – not an easy task, that’s for sure! The children are all very much enjoying the 

program that is being offered at Aqualink Box Hill. Whilst we are aware that 6 days of swimming will not 

produce accomplished swimmers, what we aim to achieve at the very least with the program is water 

confidence and water safety awareness.  

 

Carols on the Lawn:  A reminder that our annual ‘Carols on the Lawn’ is taking place again 

this year. Please join us to celebrate the end to this very special 50th year of outstanding education at 

Donvale PS. It has been an extraordinarily busy year but it has been a year where we can look back fondly 

and proudly on all the terrific achievements of our students, staff and community. Together we are      

certainly great! Pack a picnic dinner, bring along a rug and / or some chairs and join us at 6.00pm on the 

lawn adjacent to the senior building on Thursday 21st December. The children will be carolling and Santa 

may make a visit. It will be the perfect way for our community to send off the 2017 school year.  

Hope you are having a great week. 

Lena Clark  

Some important dates for your diary:  
Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December  

Student Reports published on Compass - Monday 18th December at 4pm 
Meet the Teacher – Thursday 21st December  

Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December  

End Term 4 2017 – Friday 22nd December 1.30pm DISMISSAL 

2018 

TEACHERS COMMENCES MONDAY 29TH JANUARY 

 

CURRICULUM DAY - TUESDAY 30TH  JANUARY –   

                            STUDENT FREE DAY. 

 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 

Shaping little humans 

BY MICHAEL GROSE 

I’ve long had a fascination with the nature versus nurture debate. Is it nature (what kids are born with) or 

is it nurture (how the human environment shapes kids)? 

Some experts go with percentages. Many twins studies (often used to measure the impact of genetics) 

suggest that it’s approximately 50% nature and 50% nurture. That’s a little too neat for my liking. 

Another way to view the debate is to view nature as human potential and nurture as human influence. 

That is, our biology lays out possible pathways for children along the lines of gender, temperament and 

intelligence. That is, boys’ and girls’ brains develop differently; children are born with individual           

temperaments that don’t change very much over time; and children have special gifts and intelligence in 

different areas (some like to write, some are more verbal, artistic, sporty and the like. It can be argued 

that biology impacts on kids’ pathways but it only presents possibilities rather than fait accompli. 

On the other hand, children within the same family who have obvious biological differences (e.g. highly 

strung temperament vs easy-going) frequently share many similarities. It’s the similarities between children 

within an environment that demonstrate the impact of nature. When all children in a family share a trait, 

characteristic or value (such as tolerance, persistence, independence, kindness) then you can safely      

attribute this to the impact of parents or carers. It’s quite clearly upbringing rather than nature that    

causes the similarities. 

How parents shape children: 

If parenting is the art of shaping little humans then it’s useful to consider the tools we have at our disposal 

to influence children. 

Modelling is perhaps the most powerful way to shape little humans. The parent-child relationship is an 

intimate one. Kids see our quirks and foibles first hand so it’s little wonder many children conduct       

relationships in similar ways to their parents including how they resolve or avoid conflict. US psychologist 

Martin Seligman’s research into optimism and pessimism found most children’s explanatory style closely 

resembles that of the parent they spend most time around. Seligman’s work suggests that adults need to 

be aware of how they speak about themselves and the world as the sponge-like nature of kids mean that 

they will soak up their optimism and/or pessimism. 

The messages that parents give through our language and behaviour on a daily basis also shape the       

humans that we are raising. Tell a child he’s capable; back this up by treating him as if he is capable and 

you’ll be sending a powerful message a long the lines of: ‘I really believe you can do this’. Actions speak 

louder than words when it comes to the messages we give to kids. 

The traits and characteristics that parents value have a massive impact on children. If, for example, you 

value persistence then you’ll more than likely foster this in each child but in different ways. You may 

throw your eyes up in despair when your child fights tooth and nail to stay up longer each night but     

secretly, you may welcome the fact that you have a child can stay the course when it matters to them. If 

you value persistence you’ll push your child to go a little harder at a homework conundrum rather then 

allow him to give in too easily. Your values will be shown through the things you stand up for and        

frequently fight over with your kids. 

The lifestyle you lead also helps to shape the humans that you are raising. “All work and no fun” is a    

lifestyle that stressed out parents present to their kids. Your lifestyle impacts on your stress levels and  
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well-being which also impacts on kids. But more importantly, your lifestyle is a template for the life that 

your kids are likely to lead as adults. Okay, your child won’t lead exactly the same life as you do, but the 

lifestyle imprint is significant enough to leave residual guilt and lead to potential conflict should your     

children take a 180 degree opposite lifestyle direction from yours. 

Shaping little humans. It’s what parents do every day. It may sound a little spooky, even a little controlling. 

But it’s not. 

It’s the socialisation process that we all experienced on the way to our own adulthood. In fact, it’s the 

socialisation process that is at the heart of great parenting. And it truly makes us human. 

And it’s the socialisation process – the shaping of little humans – that makes parenting such an important 

and hopefully, satisfying job. 



December 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

11 12 

Year 6 Orientation Day 

13 

Swimming Program 

14 

Swimming Program 

15 

Swimming Program 

18 

Swimming Program 

Student reports 

available on    

Compass at 4pm 

19 

Swimming Program 

Year 6 Graduation Night 

20 

Swimming Program 

21 

Students meet their 2018   

Teacher 

Swimming Program 

6.00-8.00pm:  Carols on the lawn 

22 

Last day Term 4 -  

1.30 Dismissal 

 Carols Night 

     Thursday 21st December 

   6.00 –  8.00pm at Donvale 

        

  Santa will be arriving at 

7.30pm! 

                   

Bring your picnic rug, chairs, snacks and drinks and enjoy a relaxing evening with our school 



GENERAL 

From the office 

 All outstanding charges for 2017  need to be paid by Wednesday 20th December.  This will be our 

final date for taking any payments at the office.  Reminder statements will be either emailed or sent 

home. 

 The office will reopen on Monday 29th January 2018. 

 

Epipens:  Parents please do not forget to collect your child’s epipen from the office at the end of the last 

day. 

Student Reports 

Semester Reports will be available for all students via Compass on Monday 18th December at 4.00pm. See 

the instructions below to access your child’s report. 

Rick Gordon 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

This week's theme was "Christmas activities - giving and playing with others". It was great to see       

everyone engaged perfectly in the planned activities. Some of the highlights of this week's activities     

included Christmas freeze dance, Christmas puzzles, Christmas show, Christmas cards, paper chain, 

night in the museum, Silent ball and basketball. It was fantastic to see the children getting involved and 

participating in most of the activities with lots of excitement. 

Next week we will have a Christmas party in Oshclub with lots of fun and surprises! The goal is to   

celebrate Christmas and to enjoy the last week together for this year. We are planning to provide lots 

of great food, treats and prizes for the children. 

Please visit our website for details on program locations and program information. Schools in the area 

that run a holiday program include Donvale Christian Collage, Blackburn, Doncaster Gardens,       

Greythorn, Mitcham, Ringwood Heights and Roberts Mccubbin Boxhill. 

Please make sure your child brings a hat to the OSHClub program.  OSHClub has a “No hat – No   

outside play” policy.  OSHClub supplies sun cream.  If your child is allergic to a particular type of sun 

cream please inform the Coordinator at the program.  We also encourage you to read our sun smart 

policy. 

 Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on the           

enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care       

Activities 

  

Christmas 
Puzzle Wreaths 

Christmas Banner 

  

Christmas Hearts 

Christmas Wool 

Wreath 

  

  

Christmas music   
dancing 

Paper christmas     
decorations 

  

  

Christmas Play 
  

Christmas cultural 
discussion 

  

 Make Characters for 

D&D 

Christmas Find A Word 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

  
Christmas Popstick 

Tree 
Christmas Pom Pom 

  

Brain Teasers 

Christmas corners 

  

  
Christmas Crosswords 

  
Christmas party 

 

Tennis match 
Christmas Challange 

  
Celebrity heads 
(oshclub style) 

  
The Computer Room 

Coordinator: Sherry (sharareh) Sadatshojaei 
Assistants: Clare 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

But you can have an icy treat this Friday. 

Icypoles for sale $1.00 - Treat Recess @ the canteen. 

                        

  

 

 

 

PA Christmas Breakup 

Friday 22 December – 9.30am 

Aunt Billies, Surrey Rd Blackburn 

RSVP to Janine Cope 0429 596 719 

                   

Join Carol at Carols 

Thursday 21 December 

6.00 – 8pm DPS 

BYO picnic. 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
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DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

      Birthday Wishes To 
                                    Allen J, Simon K, Aeryn K-L, Jack S, Connor P 

                      

                          Who are celebrating birthdays from the 15th to 
21st December 

Dates for finals are as follows: 

        Grand Finals – 16th December 

 The Diamonds would like to thank Shannon for coaching all year and giving up her Tuesday afternoons 

and Saturday mornings all year. We went down last week by 4 points but we kept trying and we bow out 

with pride. 

Go Donvale!!! 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

For Sale  
Doncaster Secondary College items 

 

School bag 

Summer dress (14 G/ 8L) 

Small sports top 

2x 16/ S sports shorts 

XS rugby top 

new- style pair track pants (Sz 12-14) 

2x brand new (still in pkt) socks 

 

French text books 

Other text books if wanted 

 

Price negotiable-  

contact Tania 0403 151 056 


