
 

Science / e.Smart Week Celebrations : As part of our Science / e.Smart 

Week celebrations, our students yesterday, enjoyed a Science dress up and 

experiment day. It was a great day where all our students had the opportunity 

to dress up as crazy scientists and participate in a variety of hands on science 

activities and experiments. I just loved seeing our students totally embracing 

our crazy scientist theme. Their creative and ‘mad’ dress ups were such a sight 

to see. On Tuesday, our students had the opportunity to experience a variety 

of science experiments presented by Dr Zara Dennis founder of Sci-Fly STEM 

Outreach  www.sciflystemoutreach.com.au 

The show provided our students with further opportunities to enjoy and     

explore the wonders of science. On Tuesday the students also participated in a 

variety of online activities focused on developing their cyber safety awareness. 

We know that this can be a complicated issue so having ongoing conversations 

with our students and providing them with support in developing positive, safe 

behaviours when engaged with the online environment is paramount in today’s 

world.  Thank you particularly to Mr Garcia and Mr Chigros for all their great 

planning and preparations for the week. Thank you also, to the staff who     

always embrace our special days with such enthusiasm and excitement. Of 

course, thank you to our parents who supported and encouraged their child 

with their creative dress up.  It was such a great way for our students to have 

fun with their learning and for us also to show off our wonderful Science Lab.  

 

I would also like to send out a huge thank you to the Van Der Meulen family 

who have most generously donated to our school a 3D Printer. The family is 

keen for us to incorporate the printer into our Science program (which we 

most certainly will do) however I know that such a printer will most certainly 

support student learning across all areas of the curriculum. We aim to get the 

printer shortly installed and have our students reaping the benefits of using 

such technology with their learning asap. Thank you to the Van Der Meulen 

family for your most generous donation. It is very much appreciated.  

 

Foundation ’18 Transition: Transition for our Foundation 2018     

students commenced on Tuesday of this week. It was wonderful to see so 

many eager, happy and excited little ones marching confidently into the     

Foundation classrooms ready to start their schooling journey with us. Thank 

you to the Foundation teachers, Mrs Hodgson, Mrs Dickson and Mrs Nicks for 

all their planning and preparation of the program. A lot of hard work goes into  
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ensuring that the children and parents all enjoy a smooth start to their time with us. For many, it can be 

quite an anxious time when faced with the realisation that their ‘baby’ is now grown and ready to start 

school. The Transition program is just one way that allows us the opportunity to ease any anxieties (for 

both parent and child) and to begin building a strong relationship from this point onwards. Four more 

Transition days remain in the program. We look forward in welcoming our newest members to our 

school again over the coming weeks.  

 

Parents as Helpers Program: ‘Parent as Helpers’ program also commenced on Tuesday of this week. 

The program coincides with the Foundation Transition program. It was terrific to welcome and meet  

several new parents who attended the first part of the training this week. Many current parents have also 

signed up this time around to do the course. It is a great opportunity for us to get to know each other 

and for parents to have the opportunity to meet and perhaps begin building lifelong friendships.  

The course will continue with two more sessions over the coming two weeks. If you would like to join us 

for the remaining sessions, please just come along to library next week. Dates and times are as follows. 

Session 2: Thursday 26th October 2.00 – 3.15pm (Library) 

Helping with Reading 

Session 3: Tuesday 31st October 9.30 – 10.45am (Library)  

Helping with Writing 

 

Year 1 / 2 Camping Program: This Friday will see our Year 1 and 2 students participate in the 

school’s camping program. The whole school camping program commences at the Foundation  level 

where the students attend school early one morning in Term 4 still dressed in their pyjamas and then 

work their way in to getting ready for school for that day. Once in Year 1 and 2, the children progress to 

participating in camping activities such as orienteering and bush cooking. This takes place at the school. 

The Year 2 students then sleep over at the school following their day of camping activities. In Years 3 / 4, 

the students attend a 3 day camp and our 5 / 6’s attend a 5 day camp. These camps alternate between  

bush and beach settings. Our Year 1 and 2 students are very excited about the camping activities planned 

for them this Friday – particularly our Year 2 students. They just can’t wait for the sleepover! A big thank 

you to our Year 1 / 2 team – Mrs Rassias, Mrs Richardson, Miss Valentine, Mr Tapper and Miss Mackay 

for their work in planning the day (and night!) It is going to be a wonderful experience for all our         

students. Stay tuned for next week’s newsletter where our students will share with you some of their 

camping stories.  

  

50th Birthday Community Fair: Not long to go now before our long awaited DPS 50th Birthday    

celebration takes place. Please make sure you have the date firmly placed into your diary. It will most  

certainly be a wonderful day where our past and present community members can join together to      

celebrate this great school. Thank you to all our parents who have volunteered in some capacity to     

support us on the day. We have lots of fun and exciting activities and events planned. It is not a day that 
you want to miss! 
 

Considerations for 2018 Student Placement:  As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, I am        

currently taking parent requests for consideration of their child’s placement for next year. When         

developing individual classes each year, a number of factors are considered including academic ability,   

special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, students who work well together, those who may 

not work well together and friendship groupings. While the students are consulted about current      

friendships, it is only one of the criteria considered because building new relationships is also part of our 

education process and an important skill for students to develop. Please note that friendship groupings 

will be considered only when we know that the children would benefit from them.  We cannot continue 

to guarantee that all students will be placed with a friend or friends however we certainly will work to  



ensure that students will be placed with a friend / friends who influence them positively.  
 

When placing children into classes, parent input, based on student learning needs, is considered. If       

students have any learning or social needs to be considered when placing them in classes for 2018,      

parents can write a letter or email addressed to the Principal stating their needs and requests for       

consideration.  

Parents often place requests for teachers. In the past, this has severely limited our ability to compile class 

lists based on the factors outlined earlier: academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, 

gender, students who work well together and those who may not work well together.   Because of these 

reasons  and for the possibility that teachers may leave the school, they may be deployed to other roles 

in the school, they may teach in a different area next year,  the  facility to request teachers will not be 

available. 

 

A reminder that the closing date for these considerations is Friday 27thOctober. Please note that we 

are not able to consider information received after this date as once class lists are made up it is very    

difficult to make changes.   

 

Hope you are having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 

Some important dates for your diary: 
 

Foundation ’18 Transition – Session 2 Thursday 26th October 

Parent as Helpers Course – Session 2 Thursday 26th October 

Grade 1 / 2 Camp Activity day – Friday 20th October 

Grade 2 Sleepover – Friday 20th October 

DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair – Saturday 28th October 

Special Melbourne Cup Assembly – Friday 3rd November 

Curriculum Day – Monday 6th November (Student Free Day) 

Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 7th November 

Year 3 / 4 Camp – November 8th – 10th Camp Adanac 

Year 5 / 6 Camp – November 20th – 24th Camp Waratah Bay 

Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December 

Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December 

 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

Making Connections; 

Like many long suffering Richmond supporters I am still coming to terms with the realisation that yes we 

did in fact win the 2017 AFL Premiership. And while I feel like I visited a place called Utopia as I watched 

the Tigers surging across and down the wides expanses of the MCG in the finals, the more I read, the 

more I became aware of the impact the off- field stories had had on their on- field success. It also made 

me aware of the parallels between a Football Club and a Primary School. 

After a disappointing 2016 season the Richmond Football Club set about making some changes that they 

thought would help turn things around for them. A central platform to these changes was a program they 

labelled ‘Triple H’. Borrowing an idea from a short leadership course that the coach Damien Hardwick 

participated in at Harvard University over the Summer break, each player was required to stand before 

the full list of players, coaches and staff and give an oral presentation about a Hero in their life and a 

Hardship or Highlight that they had experienced. And while the coach, then the Captain Trent Cotchin 

went first, you could imagine what a daunting assignment this must have been for many of the players, 

just as it is for some of our students when it is their turn to present. I read where one player said he had 

been so nervous for weeks leading up to his turn. He went on to say how well it had been received and 

how proud he felt of his achievement. The same sort of pride our students feel when they do something 

outside their comfort zone. 

So as this program progressed over the season there was laughter and tears as the players opened up to 

each other as people and the values that were important in their lives. I couldn’t help but think of our 

students reading aloud to the class their heartfelt ‘Treasured Possession’ pieces of writing a while back. A 

deeper, closer connection between the players followed and this trust and belief in each other was then 

taken out on to the field. Interestingly the word or concept that the Richmond players mention most 

when asked about their success is….connection. 

At Donvale Primary School we are very conscious of developing this close connection between our    

students and have put in place many programs to facilitate it. The Foundation Buddy system, the House 

system, special multi-age theme days, lunchtime clubs (Science, Lego, Reading, Writing Mandarin, Veggie 

Patch, Library), Peer Mediators, Junior School Council, Choirs, Bands, Whole School Transition days and 

playground crossover days each week are all designed to make our students feel more connected to each 

other and their school. To feel this close connection is what we wish for all our students at Donvale. 

 

Ian McKinlay 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjk74KHy_vWAhXHVZQKHQUeA3EQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theroar.com.au%2F2017%2F09%2F30%2Fafl-grand-final-2017-final-score-richmond-finally-get-flag-dominating-cr


October 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1 

9.30-2.30:  Foundation     

excursion to Chesterfield 

Farm 

2 

3pm:  Special assembly -

Music Count Us In (whole 

school)/Marimba band and 

choirs performing 

3 

9.30:  Special assembly -   

Celebrating Melbourne Cup 

(with actual cup)  

6 

CURRICULUM DAY -  

Student Free Day 

7 

MELBOURNE CUP    

HOLIDAY 

8 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

9 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

2.00-3.15:  2018 Foundation 

students transition session 

10 

Grade 3/4 on camp 

 

13 14 15 

7.00-8.30pm:  2018         

Foundation students parent 

info session 

16 17 

20 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

21 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

22 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

23 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

24 

Grade 5/6 on camp 

27 28 29 30 

‘Beat my drum’ Incursion 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 

Hooptime Regionals at 

Dandenong 

17 

9.30-10.45:  2018  

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

E Smart Day 

18 

Science Day - Dress Up 

Day 

19 

Regional Athletics 

20 

Grade 1/2 Camp Activity 

Day 

Grade 2 Sleepover 

 

23 24 

Leaders Sustainable 

Excursion 

25 

7pm:  3/4 Camp Info 

Night for Parents 

26 

2.00-3.15:  2018     

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

27 28 

12.00-5.00pm:        

School’s Birthday Fair/

Open Day 

30 

9.15-12.15:  Water 

Safety Program for 

Foundation and Year 

1/2 

31 

9.30-10.45:  2018  

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

    

November 



PARENTING MATTERS ... 

HOW INDEPENDENCE-BUILDING IS THE PATHWAY TO YOUR CHILD’S RESILIENCE 

BY MICHAEL GROSE 

Parents and teachers often ask me how to build resilience in kids. 

My response is always the same. “Start by building independence and resilience will 

follow.” 

Children are hard-wired for independence 

Sometime around the age of fifteen months (give or take three months) most children will make a strong 

case for self-sufficiency. They demand to do things their own way. This demand is soon backed by a 

strong voice – “NOOOO!” and the more articulate cries of “I can do it!” as their third birthday          

approaches. 

This is the time to harness their push for independence and self-sufficiency. Their push for independence 

will see most children take incredible physical risks in the form of play, the exploration of their immediate 

environment and their wish to gain mastery over their environment. Concerned parents will naturally 

minimise risks by moving furniture around; keep doors closed and hiding sharp implements at home, to 

name a few protective measures. But parents can’t eradicate all risks. They recognise that kids will fall and 

hurt themselves but they’ll also get up and go again. In time, they’ll learn to assess situations, stare down 

their fears and test themselves out in new situations. Falling down, brushing yourself off and trying again is 

part of the natural learning experience for most young children. Parents don’t have to do much more 

than assess a situation for real dangers, stand back and allow kids to explore their environments and pull 

them up when their play and explorations transgresses the rights and peace of others. 

So what’s this got to do with resilience? 

Well, everything really. Independence is the pursuit of mastery over one’s self and one’s environment and 

it rarely happens without mishaps and mistakes. It nearly always involves hurt, hardship, frustration and 

fear. That’s where resilience comes in. Resilience is the art of bouncing forward after experiencing    

aforesaid hurts, hardships, frustrations and fears. Resilience is what comes from seeking out                 

self-sufficiency and independence. 

The language of Independence 

The fact that there’s a whole genre of language devoted to resilience (and it’s mostly cloaked in cliche) is 

no accident. Terms such as “get back on the bike/horse when you fall off”; “come on, brush yourself off 

and get on with it”; “what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger” are built into the psyche of past          

generations. Many parents today will cringe at these terms as they appear a little callous and out of touch. 

Conversely the current relationship with risk and adventure (both required for independence-building), 

that many parents have is very tenuous at best, non-existent at worst. 

Therein lies the challenge. I haven’t met a parent, carer or teacher who doesn’t want the children in their 

care to develop resilience that will last a lifetime. Yet, many of those same adults will block the pathway 

to children’s resilience by over-indulging, solving their problems and not giving them real responsibility. In 

doing so they deny kids the sense of mastery that comes from sorting out their own problems, getting 

themselves out jams and getting up after a fall.  You can never love your children too much; but you can 

love them helplessly. That’s what happens when we deny kids the opportunity to become truly            

independent and self-sufficient. Deny self-sufficiency and you block a child’s resilience. Develop real      

independence and you open the pathway to resilience that will last a lifetime. 

DONVDONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  - A KIDS MATTER SCHOOL 
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GENERAL 

Mandarin Music Group (MMG) 

The focus for MMG this term will be a Kpop dance routine and a Christmas song in Mandarin. Come and 

join us during the first half of Wednesday lunchtime starting from next week! 

Lost Hat 

Tyler B has lost his hat.  Can you please check your child’s hat to make sure they are wearing the correct  

one.  If you have Tyler’s hat, please return it to the 12V class teacher. 

Thank you 

Production DVD Orders 

Our DVD production company has supplied us with an approval copy of the video of each night’s       

performance, and the results are impressive. We are currently processing thousands of photographs to 

include with the DVD package, and hope to have the completed product available within the next couple 

of weeks. We will let you know when to expect the DVD’s to arrive home. 

Rick Gordon, for the Production Committee 



Science and eSmart Week 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 

The Birthday Party. 
 

Danny had been looking forward to his birthday. He had invited 34 friends 
around but 6 could not make it. He wondered how many would be left to join in 
the fun.  

 

All the preparations had been made. Mom had made a cake, which had 24 slices in it. Dad ate half of the 

cake when Mom wasn’t looking. Did that leave enough cake for Danny and his guests? 

 

Mom decided to bake another cake with 36 slices. She could not work out how many slices there were 

altogether. 

 

The day of the party arrived. It was decided that they would all sing ‘Happy Birthday’ and have some of 

the cake but only 8 people wanted any. They were all very greedy, how many slices did they get each. 

 

Danny came to open his presents. He was very lucky. He got 12 book tokens worth $5 each off his 

friends. He thought he was rich and he made sure he counted it correctly. Can you check it for him? 

 

When the party was over everyone had a party bag to take home. Mom had 56 sweets, everyone was 

happy with how many they got each. How many was it? 

 

After the party it was time to tidy away. Mom collected 23 bags of rubbish, Dad collected 37 bags of rub-

bish and Danny collected 12 bags of rubbish. They were going to count them but they were all too tired.  

 

Danny got ready for bed. He lay thinking about the next day at school. They were going on a trip, 2 clas-

ses, with 33 children in each. Also 7 teachers were going. He tried to work out how many that was but 

he soon fell into a deep sleep.  

 



ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 

Term 4 in the Art Room 

Focus 

This term levels F-5 will be participating in a drawing unit to assist and encourage all 

students of varying abilities. The aim is to give key skills to students so that their 

creativity may later flourish, free from doubt or misconceptions. Mona Brookes has 

been helping adults and children develop their drawing skills for over 10 years. She 

likens the act of teaching drawing to teaching the alphabet or the structure of      

language so that children can write creative stories. We are using her program to 

give wings to our children’s artistic creativity.  

Year 6 students will soon commence their graduation bears. A much anticipated 

activity which, along with other graduation rituals, seems to mark a rite of passage. 

We look forward to seeing their brilliant designs. 

 

Mini Art Show 

This week we were fortunate enough to see the brilliant work of the year 5/6’s 

in a belated Art Show. It was the end of a whole terms work where bridges were 

constructed, group dynamics explored, design processes digitally recorded and 

Sphero Balls perilously crossed faux waterways. All students should be proud of 

their efforts and determination to see this project through. Well done! 

Later in the term our Foundation artists will have the opportunity to share some 

of their masterpieces. Details at a later date. 

 

Wanted 

We are adding to our decorative tree murals located outside the main school entrance. If you have any 

old DVD/computer discs, please drop them in at the office or pop into the art room. They will make 

beautiful blossoms. 

Many thanks, 

 

Ms. De Stefanis 



MANDARIN - Ms Serina Lee 

Mandarin Term Four Overview 

Looking towards the final term of the school year, students will endeavour to further extend their 

knowledge and understanding of Mandarin and Chinese culture. 

 

Foundation to grade six students in their various learning stages will reflect on, 

look into and compare etiquette, good manners and ways to show respect 

across different cultures including Chinese culture.  

Foundation students will explore talking about visiting farms, farm animals and the 

differences between English and Mandarin when it comes to describing the      

animals. 

http://outbackcooking.blogspot.com.au/2015/05/australia.html 

 

Foundation to grade two students will explore different languages spoken in our local and national         

communities and compare celebrations across cultures. 

 

Grade three to six students will reflect on and explore ways to formally or casually address people and  

family members in Mandarin as well as reflecting on communications with people who speak different  

languages to their own. They will also look at the use of ‘borrowed’ English in Chinese songs and be    

introduced to different Chinese dialects. 

 

All grades will continue learning Mandarin through the Accelerative Integrated Methodology (AIM). Each 

year level will continue using gestures to learn different stories over the remainder of the year to provide 

more context for the language learning. 

 

Mandarin Music Group (MMG) 

We have welcomed some new members to MMG this term! Come 

and join us as we learn a Kpop dance routine and a Christmas song in 

Mandarin. MMG runs during the first half of lunchtime on        

Wednesdays.  



PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Performing Arts Term 4 

This term we are preparing for several performances: 
Saturday October 28 (2pm). The Choirs and Marimba band will be performing after the formalities at our 

special DPS 50th Birthday celebration. 

 

Thursday Nov. 2 @ 3pm Music Count Us In assembly. Our Foundation students, both choirs and   

marimba band will once again perform prior to the whole school singing this year’s song entitled: “Shine 

Together”. 

 

Thursday December 21, 6.30pm  Carols on the Lawn  

 All classes and our choirs will be presenting Christmas songs as we end our    

        year relaxing on the lawn with food and drink before Santa arrives. 

 

Overview for this term in the Performing Arts Room 

Foundation:  

This term we are learning about Tempo, Beat, Pitch and Songs about the Farm as well as Music All 

Around Us (Christmas music). 

 

Year 1/2 

Music All Around Us is our focus: 

 Music from other places and times 

 Music for dancing 

 Music for telling stories 

 As well as Christmas songs 

 

 

Year 5/6 

We will be using our iPads to create an underwater soundscape. 

We will also be learning how to improvise and develop confidence through DRAMA activities. 

Year 3/4 

This term we will focus on improving skills on  

 Ukuleles 

 Marimbas 

 Recorders 

 And planning a performance for an      

audience. 
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Program Update 

Dear families, 

This week our goal was ‘ Spring activities ’. We had many activities to welcome Spring which included 

art and craft, making tissue paper flowers, spring decoration, and spring activity sheets. The children 

participated very well and also enjoyed trying new activities like riddles and different guessing games. 

The children also did some outdoor activities such as soccer, spider web, basketball, line tiggy. Next 

week we will have the variety of activities as our goal for next week is  'Celebrating Halloween'. We 

have planned activities to surprise our children! 

  

Sherry  and Clare 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone num-

bers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be 

  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care      

Activities 

  
Halloween       

Colouring 

Crows, Port & 

Devils game 

Halloween Teeth 

 

Halloween tiggy 

  

Card Game -           
Go Boom 
Halloween            

Decorations 

  
Happy Halloween 

Sign 
  

Dead Ants Tag 
Game 

  

Halloween 

Halloween dress up 

competition 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

  
Spit the card 

game 
Halloween       

spiders 

  
Imagine it there - 

dramatic play 
Halloween craft 

  
The Floor is Lava 

  
Halloween Craft - 

Witch Craft 

  

40 - 40 and       

Halloween        

Decorations 

  

  
Fruit Smoothies    
Spring Painting 

Competition 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 
Coordinator: Sherry Shojaei 
Assistant: Clare 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

                             Icy  pole treat at recess    

tomorrow. 

 50th Birthday Fair/Open Day 

If you are able to assist on the day, please log in to the sign up zone 

 

 

                                 Your help will be much appreciated.                     

  

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 

               Birthday Wishes To 
                    Ben P 

                      

                           Who is celebrating a birthday on the 20th Oct  
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The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

https://signup.zone/sLvwxb5zTStQ8n5Ra 


