
 

Welcome back! For those of you that were able to take some time with your 

children during these recent school holidays, I trust you had an enjoyable 

break. It’s been terrific catching up with our children and hearing all about their 

holiday events. From going to the movies, beach, biking, hiking, playing with 

friends, our students certainly do know how to have fun. We are glad to see 

their smiling faces back and raring to go!  

Term 4 has come upon us very quickly and we have much to look forward to 

as we make our way towards the end of 2017. Again, we are planning for our 

annual 'Carols on the Lawn' - a celebration of our year and an opportunity for 

all members of our community to join together for some fun and relaxation. 

Year 6 Graduation will be taking place again this year at the school. This is a 

fabulous event where we take the opportunity to celebrate and acknowledge 

the achievements of our outgoing Year 6 students. Parents of graduating      

students will receive more information on this event and are encouraged to 

support and help out with preparations where and if possible. We have the 5 / 

6 and 3 / 4 Camps coming up this term and the 1 /2 camping program which 

includes a sleepover for our year 2 students. Also, as part of our camping    

program, the Foundation students will join us later in the term for breakfast. 

The staff has also planned many incursions, excursions and sports events for 

our students to enjoy including a Science and E-Smart week next week. You’ll 

find more information about this is this newsletter. Foundation Transition    

begins shortly where we are very much looking forward to welcoming all our 

2017 Foundation students and their families to our school. Please check our 

school diary on the newsletter and website for all the dates of our busy Term 

4.  

 

New Business Manager: As mentioned last term, Samantha Browne has at-

tained a senior position at Concord Special Development School and will be 

leaving us at the end of this week to take up her new position. At the end of 

last term, we appointed a new Business Manager to the school – Mrs Sandy 

Bryant. Mrs Bryant commenced this week and has been spending the week 

with Mrs Browne engaged in transition and handover. I know that you will join 

me in thanking Mrs Browne for all the work she has done for us over the last 

few years and wish her all the very best as she embarks on her new role. 

Please join me also in welcoming Mrs Bryant to our school. I’m sure she would 

appreciate you taking the time to come into the office to introduce yourself 

and say hello.  
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DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair: A reminder that our Community Fair is fast approaching – 

Saturday 28th October 12.00 – 5.00pm. We are looking forward to a fabulous day of fun, food and       

activities where our school community will gather together in celebration of Donvale PS’s 50 years of 

outstanding education. Local member, Ryan Smith, and Manningham Mayor Michelle Kleinert will be     

joining us to participate in the formal proceedings of the day – around 2.00pm. This will include planting a 

commemorative tree and burying a time capsule which will contain reflections of 2017 prepared by all of 

our students. It is shaping up to be a wonderful day. School Council, Parents Association and the DPS staff 

have worked hard in planning and preparing for the special day. We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Special Melbourne Cup Assembly:  Many thanks to Tim Martin (Charlotte’s dad) and his father     

renowned race caller, Bryan Martin, who have arranged for us to celebrate the Melbourne Cup at our 

school in a most memorable way. At a very special assembly which will be taking place on Friday 3rd   

November from 9.30am.  Bryan will be bringing along to our school the actual 2017 Melbourne Cup 

for us all to see! There will also be some fun activities that will be sure to get us all in the spirit of the 

Melbourne Cup. Please put this date into your diary. We would love for our parents to be able to join in 

the fun.  
 

Parents as Helpers Program: Parent helpers are a valued resource at Donvale Primary School. For par-

ents, teachers and students to gain optimum benefits from working with each other, we would like all 

parents wanting to help in the school to participate in the ‘Parents as Helpers’ course. This is an    Educa-

tion Department course that is used in schools throughout Victoria.  

The purpose of the training sessions is to welcome and support parents working in the school, as well as 

to give parents useful strategies to draw upon when working with students in the classroom.  

We are again this year, presenting the course during the Foundation Transition Program thereby offering 

any new parent community members, the opportunity to participate in the training. This is also a perfect 

opportunity for any current parents who have not yet completed the training and would like to become 

parent helpers, to join us if they are available during the dates and times on offer.  

As mentioned in previous newsletters, due to our new school policies and Child Safe Standards, parents 

who have completed this training will be prioritised as helpers in the school. It is also an expectation that 

parents wishing to be helpers in the school to have an up to date ‘Working with Children Check’ card.  

Three different focus sessions are presented and parents are strongly encouraged to participate in the 

three training sessions.  

 

The sessions aim to develop in participants an awareness of:  

Roles and responsibilities of Parents as helpers. 

Student learning and literacy development. 

Classroom literacy activities.  

How to assist the classroom teacher and students in the classroom.  

The 3 sessions are as follows:  

Session 1: 

Tuesday 17th October 2017 9.30 – 10.45am (Library) 

What does being a Helper mean? 



Helping with Speaking and Listening. 

Session 2: 

Thursday 26th October 2.00 – 3.15pm (Library) 

Helping with Reading. 

Session 3: 

Tuesday 31st October  9.30 – 10.45am (Library) 

Helping with Writing. 

If you would like to participate in this training and are available on the above dates and times, please   

contact the office to register your attendance. I look forward to seeing you there.  
 

No Hats No Play: A reminder that Term 4 is a term where our students are required to wear hats 

when outside. As a Sun Smart school we aim to ensure that our children are protected from any long 

term damage to their skin should they be exposed to direct sunlight over a longer period of time. Please 

ensure that your child has a hat at school daily as we are implementing our ‘No hat, no play’ policy this 

term.  
 

Considerations for 2018 Student Placement:  We will shortly begin working on the 2018 class structure 

and student placement.  This year we have 12 classes. In 2018 our numbers will have grown which means 

that we will have 13 classes, possibly 14.  

The placement of students for the coming year is a complex process where Leadership and teachers take 

great thought and sensitivity into this planning. Decisions of student placement is discussed, reflected  

upon and reviewed over a period of time. When developing individual classes each year, a number of  

factors are considered including academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, gender, 

students who work well together, those who may not work well together and friendship groupings. 

While the students are consulted about current friendships, it is only one of the criteria considered    

because building new relationships is also part of our education process and an important skill for       

students to develop. Please note that friendship groupings will be considered only when we know that 

the children would benefit from them.  We cannot continue to guarantee that all students will be placed 

with a friend or friends however we certainly will work to ensure that students will be placed with a 

friend / friends who influence them positively.  

Parent input, based on student learning needs, is also considered. If students have any learning or social 

needs to be considered when placing them in classes for 2018, parents can write a letter or email       

addressed to the Principal stating their needs and requests for consideration. If parents have written   

requests in previous years, we do not retain these as students’ needs and friendships change from year to 

year. If the consideration from a previous year is still important, a new letter/email should be written.  

Parents often place requests for teachers. In the past, this has severely limited our ability to compile class 

lists based on the factors outlined earlier: academic ability, special skills and talents, social competencies, 

gender, students who work well together and those who may not work well together.   Because of these 

reasons  and for the possibility that teachers may leave the school, they may be deployed to other roles 

in the school, they may teach in a different area next year,  the  facility to request teachers will not be 

available. 

The closing date for these considerations is Friday 27thOctober. Please note that we are not able to 

consider information received after this date as once class lists are made up it is very difficult to make 

changes.   



I have included a template below that you may choose to use to use as a guide if you intend to put forth 

a request for your child’s placement next year.   

 

The ultimate responsibility for student and teacher allocations rests with the Principal.  I can assure you 

of my commitment to a most comprehensive and professional process with decisions made in the best 

interest of our students.   

 

As is our usual practice, your child will be informed of their class for 2018 towards the end of term 4 this 

year. An intra-school transition program will take place in December so that students will spend time 

with their teacher and classmates for the following year. Sometimes, however, it is difficult to provide 

that confirmed information as teacher movement can occur right up until the end of the year and even 

into the beginning of the following year.   

 

Curriculum Day:  A further reminder that Monday 6th November is a Curriculum Day at Donvale PS. 

This will be a child free day where children are not to come to school. The teachers will be using this day 

to finalise the end of year student reports. As the following day is the Melbourne Cup public holiday, I 

hope you are able to take the opportunity to enjoy the extended long weekend.  

Hope you are having a wonderful week.  

Lena Clark  

Some important dates for your diary: 

 eSmart Day - Tuesday 17th October 

 Foundation ’18 Transition – Commences Tuesday 17th October 

 Parent as Helpers Course – Commences Tuesday 17th October                  

 Science Day - Wednesday 18th October 

 Grade 1 / 2 Camp Activity day – Friday 20th October 

 Grade 2 Sleepover – Friday 20th October 

 DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair – Saturday 28th October 

 Special Melbourne Cup Assembly – Friday 3rd November 

 Curriculum Day – Monday 6th November (Student Free Day) 

 Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 7th November 

 Year 3 / 4 Camp – November 8th – 10th Camp Adanac 

 Year 5 / 6 Camp – November 20th – 24th Camp Waratah Bay 

 Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December 

 Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December 

 End Term 4 – Friday 22nd December 1.30pm dismissal 

 



DONVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

GRADE PLACEMENT FOR 2018    

 

STUDENT:……………………………………………………. 

GRADE:…………… 

Dear Mrs Clark, 

I am requesting that the following special consideration be given for my child with his/her Grade       

placement in 2018. I have included the following academic and/or social & emotional reasons for this   

request. 

 

I request that my child……………………………………………………………………………………… 

be placed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Signed:……………………………………………………………       

                                        

Date:………………………….. 

 



October 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9 

Term 4 starts 

10 11 12 

Divisional Athletics  

13  

16 

Hooptime Regionals at 

Dandenong 

17 

9.30-10.45:  2018  

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

E Smart Day 

18 

Science Day - Dress Up 

Day 

19 

Regional Athletics 

20 

Grade 1/2 Camp Activity 

Day 

Grade 2 Sleepover 

 

23 24 

Leaders Sustainable 

Excursion 

25 

7pm:  3/4 Camp Info 

Night for Parents 

26 

2.00-3.15:  2018     

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

27 28 

 

School’s Birthday 

Party/Open Day 

30 

9.15-12.15:  Water 

Safety Program for 

Foundation and Year 

1/2 

31 

9.30-10.45:  2018  

Foundation students 

Transition Session 

    



GENERAL 

Students leaving Donvale  

Planning and structuring of grades is already underway for next year. If your child is not returning to Donvale 

next year, we would appreciate it if you can let the office know as soon as possible.  

Hello Parents 

 

Just a quick reminder that next week we have eSmart and Science Week happening at Donvale     

Primary School. The week will include a range of science and cyber safety activities.  There is some     

additional information listed below based on the science dress up day which will be an excellent and    

exciting event. 

 

Science Dress Up and Experiment Day 

Wednesday 18th October 

On Wednesday the 18th of October we are asking students to come dressed in their best science outfit. 

Some ideas may include coming as a crazy scientist or an experiment gone wrong… the possibilities are 

endless. To continue the science week celebrations the students will all participate in specially designed 

experiments that will be sure to create some unforgettable memories. There is no cost involved for this 

day and we look very forward to it. This will be another wonderful experience! 

 

Help Needed 

If any parents have any empty 1L, 1.5L or 600ml plastic bottles could they please be donated to the 

school if possible. 

 

Thank you very much 

Christian Garcia and Michael Chigros 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Special Music Assembly 

Thursday November 2 at 3pm 

Each of our Choirs, the Marimba Band and our Foundation students will be performing at this special   

musical assembly. 

We will be featuring this year’s Music Count Us In Song: “Shine Together” which the whole school will 

sing together, accompanied by some of our senior students on instruments. 

Come along if you’re free and appreciate all our wonderful talent! 

 





FROM THE MARKETING COMMITTEE ... 

Hi All, 

As you have witnessed throughout the year, DPS has been celebrating its 50th Birthday milestone. It is 

with much anticipation and a lot of hard work from the Parents Association and Staff that we have our 

big birthday bash coming on the 28th of October with the Open Day fair.  

 

We aim to have as many of our past and present community members join us on the day to help with 

our celebration and enjoy the festivities that have been planned.  

 

Whilst we are promoting the event in many ways, your added support with this would be very much   

appreciated. As a huge favour to the school and its 50 years, we ask members of the Donvale Primary 

community if they can assist in spreading the word on this big birthday bash.  

 

Such promotion can be done through the following ways; 

1. Liking us on facebook and spreading the word 

2. Placing posters throughout local neighbourhood shops and community centres such as sporting 

clubs, churches etc 

3. Distributing flyers to nearby homes in your local neighbourhood 

4. Telling family and friends about the event 

5. Informing past students and staff of DPS that might be tempted to visit their old school 

 

Everyone is welcome to come to our big party. We want to showcase our school to the wider         

community and share with everyone the wonderful progress the school has made over recent 

years.  Having our families there will also  further show off the family environment that we pride        

ourselves in. 

We appreciate your support and it is all part of being proud of our school and spreading the passion and 

pride we have for a great educational institution that has served us proudly for 50 years and has many 

more years to come! 

 

The Marketing Committee on behalf of Donvale Primary School Council 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



  

Last term the Year 5/6 students completed a design and technology unit in 

the Visual Arts room. Groups were given the task of building a bridge that 

was able to sustain a Sphero ball crossing. There were requirements and   

restrictions in place to test the students understanding of materials,       

construction techniques, structural exploration and problem solving skills. 

Students have created a range of interesting solutions complete with     

landscaping and props. These are accompanied by iBook presentations of 

their design journey. We look forward to sharing these wonderful works 

with our school community.  

Ms. De Stefanis 

ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis 



FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

Physical Education Term Overview 

This term when students attend Physical Education they will be having a particular focus on “striking 

sports”. As we are heading into hopefully what will be a warmer climate, we will take the opportunity to 

have more classes outside to enjoy the sunshine (and the new Tiger Turf). As we are also into Term 4, 

students are to be reminded to bring with them their wide brimmed hat if we are going outside, and also 

to bring a water bottle, so that they stay hydrated. 

In October, members of the winning Hooptime teams in 5/6, will participate in the Regional Hooptime 

Finals at Dandenong. 

All students from Foundation to Grade 5 will participate in Swimming Lessons, which will be held at   

Surrey Park Swimming Club. This will happen in the final two weeks of the term. 

We are also holding after school teeball clinics, for the first five weeks of the term, on Thursday         

afternoons. 

Foundation: 

Students will be exploring some striking and basic motor skills throughout Term 4. This will involve    

continuing to work on correct techniques of catching and throwing, but also to introduce new skills such 

as bowling and hitting. Students will touch on modified versions of summer sports such as cricket, tennis 

and volleyball. 

Year 1/2  

Year 1/2 students will be working hard with their hitting skills. Having spent a short amount of time last 

term on learning rules for rounders/teeball, they will now put their knowledge into practice with hitting 

the ball. There will be a particular focus to their hand-eye coordination, and ensuring that they watch the 

moving ball onto the moving bat, and this will continue when teaching cricket and tennis units. 

Year 3/4 

Students in middle school are focusing on summer team sports this year. This will involve a lot of       

outdoor time so we can spread out and use the fields outside. Later on in the term, the whole year level 

will be heading off to Camp Adanac for a 3 day camp, where they will participate in a number of outdoor 

activities in small groups. 

Year 5/6 

The term will start for the 5/6 cohort completing their SEPEP programs that started last term, where 

each class has been studying a particular sport that they voted to study (La Crosse 56W, Gaelic Football 

56C, Netball 56R). Once the program is completed, students will conduct fitness testing, to compare   

results to Semester 1’s, which will help with assessment, and then once done they will participate in a 

number of summer sports to conclude the year. 

 

Michael Hogg 

Physical Education Coordinator 



STAFF PD 

Birthday Wishes To 
 

       Lauren T, Matin K, Connor R, Caitlin D, Noah G, Imogen M, Noah C 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 13th to 19th October 

Staff spent yesterday afternoon updating their CPR skills. 

MANDARIN - Ms Serina Lee 

2017年10月12日 

Mandarin Music Group (MMG) 
The focus for MMG this term will be a Kpop dance routine and a Christmas song in   

Mandarin. Come and join us during the first half of Wednesday lunchtime starting from 

next week! 



Program Update 

 Dear families, 

Happy Spring  and  welcome back ! Hope everyone had a great holiday! 

This week we had different activities to welcome our children. We had offered a wide range of activities both indoors and out. 

Our theme of the week was Science. The children participated in various activities.  We have also run some sport activities     

during the week including basketball, ball tiggy and soccer. Children did amazing job with life skills activities such as keeping 

the room tidy and also packing the breakfast. The children have also had much input in suggesting for " The food menu"      

discussion . 

 We will focus on "Spring activities" next week . 

  

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the 

text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like 

your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to 

you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if 

it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone num-

bers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can be 

done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care       

Activities 

  
Counter        

Movement Jump/
Spring 

  

 Crazy Eights - 

Card Game 

  
Line Tiggy 

  
Spring colouring 

in 

  
Spring Bling for 

 Straws 
  

Bubble solution 
race 

  
Pizza shop 

  
  

Electrics 
  

  

Stilts 

  

   What are you  

doing? 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

Spring flower Art 

and Craft 

  
*Cloud in a Jar 

  
Spring flower 

room decoration 
Dementor freeze 

tiggy 

 

 Celebrity heads 
(oshclub style) 

  
Spring flower fan 

tutorial 

 

 'Me' Flag 
  

2 leg race 

  
The Computer 

Roome 

Spring Painting 
Competition 

 
Coordinator: Sherry Shojaei 
Assistants: Clare 
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

Treat Recess – this Friday $1.00. 

                        

  

 

 

 

Party preps – helpers needed 

The 50
th

 bday & Open Day is coming up – Sat 28 October. 

Please come to the next PA meeting –  

Friday 13 October & help sort the event. 

1.30am in the Library. 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

Venue: Doncare Depot, Factory 7, 18-20 Redland Drive, Mitcham  


