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7th September 2017

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
TIGER TURF UPDATE: The installation of the Tiger Turf on the junior
asphalt area began this week. So far, everything is looking amazing. If the
weather is on our side, the whole project should be completed by the end of
next week however I suspect that this rather wintery weather we are
currently having will blow out this completion date to sometime early in the
following week. The children are certainly excited and very much looking
forward to playing on the new surface. It is certainly going to be a wonderful
addition to our school grounds and facilities.

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion
Quote of
the week:

CHANGED TRAFFIC / PARKING CONDITIONS: Many thanks to all
members of our parent community who have respected our changed traffic
and parking conditions. It’s great to see most students entering and exiting
their cars promptly at the pick up / drop off zone thus enabling the traffic to
flow more quickly and smoothly. Most parents are also adhering to the ‘No
Parking’ rule in the pick up / drop off zone. This is terrific to see. A gentle
reminder that entry to the school when in a car is via Argyle street only.
Please do not attempt to enter at the Elata Street exit. ‘No Entry’ signs are
clearly visible at these exit gates. Leadership will continue to monitor this area
to ensure that the safety of our students and community is not comprised in
any instance.
FATHER’S DAY MOVIE NIGHT: Many thanks to the PA for organising
the special movie night last Friday evening for all our special Dads. There was
a terrific number of Dads attending with their children all enjoying the movie
and fish ’n chips dinner. It was a wonderful way for the children to spend
some time with their Dad’s.
SCHOOL PRODUCTION – CAN’T STOP THE MUSIC: W e
are
now finalising details for our school Production which will be presented to
our community next Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th September. The staff and
students have been working extra hard particularly over this final week as we
edge closer to opening night. Full dress rehearsal will take place next Monday
at the school and a full rehearsal will be taking place at the George Wood
Theatre on Tuesday next week. This is when we get to really see it all come
together. If you haven’t got your tickets yet, please make sure that you do as
this will be a Production that you do not want to miss. Tickets are available at
the office. Please just see Wendy or Sam.

FIVE GREAT WAYS PERFORMING ARTS CAN BENEFIT YOUR CHILD
There are many reasons why performing arts should play a key role your child’s education, be it in school
or as an extra-curricular activity. In many studies, researchers are now linking involvement in the arts to
better child development and higher student achievement.
1. HIGHER ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Studies such as this report from the Arts Education Partnership suggest school children exposed to
drama, music and dance are more proficient in reading, writing and math. In countries with the highest
rankings in math and science, such as Japan, Hungary and the Netherlands, arts and music education form
a mandatory part of the school curriculum. Children also learn to take instruction from adults and
respect authority.
2. CONFIDENCE & SELF-PRESENTATION SKILLS
One of the most obvious benefits of performing arts is the development of skills in self-presentation. A
child must learn how to present him or herself in front of an audience, be it big or small. They develop
the ability to converse with adults in a mature manner. Participation in the arts allows them to grow their
self-esteem and self-confidence, developing poise and learning to overcome anxieties. Performing arts are
also about social interaction and cooperation. Your child will no doubt make life-long friends with those
who share the same passion as they do.
3. A MEDIUM FOR SELF EXPRESSION
The arts allow for deep self-expression from a child’s heart. It can help them make sense of their
emotions and develop new ideas to express themselves. For example, musical children may find their
“happy place” when they are playing songs to themselves that reflect their emotions. Or maybe the
dancer is better able to express their emotions through physical movement rather than vocally.
Performing arts are also great exercise – even opera! A singer must be physically fit and have a good lung
capacity to reach and hold notes for a period of time. Some performing arts are based on cultural history,
which may allow a child to connect with their ancestry or ethnic background.
4. PROBLEM SOLVING & PERSEVERANCE
Performing arts help teach children both self-reliance as well as collaboration with others in order to
reach a goal. They learn that there are many different pathways to develop a skill. For example, a child
learning a musical instrument may also participate in an orchestra to open them up to another style of
music and performance to benefit their solo work.
Performing arts develop reasoning and creative thinking, as well as motivation, concentration and
teamwork.
5. EMPATHY & COMPASSION
Performing arts help promote interpersonal skills. Some of the previously mentioned benefits can come
through participation in sporting activities, but performing arts also promote and develop certain skills
and characteristics such as empathy and compassion for others. The creativity involved in performing arts
extends to emotional creativity and can open children to new ways of seeing the world. In group settings,
there’s less of a focus on winning or losing, and more about working together as a team towards a shared
performance goal, as well as the child's individual journey of development.
For example in musical theatre, children may have to learn to work behind the scenes as well as on
stage. By having to carry out a variety of tasks and roles, they are able to look at the world from different
vantage points.
Whether it’s acting in a play or performing in a dance, encouraging your child in performing arts is a great

way to create a well-rounded education.
Some important dates for your diary…


School Production – ‘Can’t stop the music’ Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th September



State Schools Spectacular – Saturday 16th September



Footy Colours Day – Monday 18th September



End Term 3 - Friday 22nd September 2.30pm dismissal



Commence Term 4 – Monday 9th October



Term 4 – DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair: Saturday 28th October



Curriculum Day – Monday 6th November (Student fee day)



Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 7th November



Year 3 / 4 Camp – 8th – 10th November Camp Adanac



Year 5 /6 Camp – 20th - 24th November Waratah Bay



Foundation ’17 Transition – Commencing Tuesday 17th October



Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December



Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December



End Term 4 – 1.30pm Dismissal

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay
Planning Week:
This term our Planning Week will be the last week of term instead of the second last. This is due to the
Whole School Production taking place next week. In Planning Week our teachers will be working on their
Literacy and Numeracy foci along with their Integrated Units with an Environmental focus. Across the
school our different levels will be following a set of common ‘Throughlines’ in their Environmental
Integrated Units such as:


Our past and present behaviours impact on the environment.



All living things depend on their environment.



Our environment changes over time.



Sustaining our planet’s unique natural systems provide for the needs of living things now and in the
future.

We look forward to these units of work being thoughtfully prepared during planning week and
enthusiastically implemented in Term 4.
State Education
One of the proudest moments in my life was recently being presented with a 40 year Recognition of
Service to State Education certificate by the Minister for Education the Honourable James Merlino. I was
one of 400 recipients at the presentation ceremony at the National Gallery of Victoria and in the baby
group as a handful of teachers had worked for a remarkable 55 years. As a person who has come through
the State system at both Primary and Secondary level I have always been a passionate believer in the
ethos and value of State Education. Having taught at several other schools I feel so fortunate to have been
at Donvale P.S. for the last 10 years. It has been the icing on the cake and really is a case of saving the
best ‘til last.

September
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

11

12

13

14

15

Production Dress rehearsal

Production Technical

10.00-5.00pm: SSS Technical

at school

rehearsal at George Wood

rehearsal

Performing Arts Centre

10.30 - 1.30: Year 5 students

7.30 - 9.30pm: Whole School

going to East Doncaster S C

Production

7.30 - 9.30pm: Whole
School Production

18

19

Meal Deal/Footy Day -

District Athletics Grades 3-6

20

21

Come dressed in your
favourite Footy colours

22
Last Day Term 3
2.30 Dismissal

GENERAL
Tickets
Tickets are still available for both nights - see Wendy or Sam in the office or you can
purchase a ticket on the night.

Footy/Meal Deal Day
On Monday the 18th September children can come dressed in their favourite Footy Team colours.
We will also be running a gold coin donation day (not compulsory).
All proceeds will be going towards Neale Daniher’s MND (motor neurone disease) fundraising campaign
to find a cure for this disease.

BE E-SMART - Mr Chigros-Xeni

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

Program Update
Dear families,
Our goal for this week was to explain the importance of respect to others and our surroundings.
We had discussions about this topic with children and they shared their ideas very well. Children also demonstrated their
thoughts about respect through some craft activities.
As this week was mostly rainy, children preferred to stay inside and they did indoor activities such as Uno, Chess and Cooking.
Most of the children worked in teams to bake an amazing chocolate cake. If you would like to see their pictures, we are more
than happy to share them with you through our Reflection Journal.
Our next week goal is :
Incorporating numeracy into our activities

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the
text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like
your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to
you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if
it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone
numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change.This can
be done online at www.oshclub.com.au

Before Care
Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Soccer game

Animal
Costumes
Children's
Suggestion

5/6 play

Blind hangman
Letters to my
future self

Numeracy Maths Sheets
NUMERO challenge
After Care
Activities

Adventure Time Mr Cupcake
Paper...

'PLAY SAFE '
group discussion with...
4 numbers
games

Friday
Number memory
match
Make Up A Song

Musical numbers
Mystery Number
Flip Tag

Walking water
science
experiment

Dodgeball: Superhero's Vs. Villians
Vegetables we LIKE

Number signs

Coordinator: Sherry Shojaei
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Cookies & Popcorn treats on Friday in the Canteen @ Recess.
$1.00. Awesome!

Hot Dog Meal Deal – wear your Footy Gear
Monday 18 September.
Return your order form next week.

Can you help with Hot Dog Meal Deal coming up?
We need order counters Friday 15th at 9am, can you help with Production
Raffle? Counting money, selling tickets.
If you can help please put your name down in the Signup Zone
(avail on home page of Compass)

But the mums did a great job too on Father Day Movie Night – Friday 1 September
Thanks to everyone that came, the fab crew sorting out dinner, selling movie treats
and getting the Movie up and running.

Please return your raffle tickets this week.
Buy them, sell them, or return them – no probs.
Gotta be in it!!!!

PA Meeting – Friday 8 September – 1.30pm
Lots of tricks up our sleeve at the PA meeting too.

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!

The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views!
U9 boys...the Dragons came up against the Dinosaurs in a hard fought game that was close the whole game. All
boys played the game in great spirits! Well done to the Dinosaurs who got up by 2 points!!
U11 Dunkers.....with players sick, injured and then fouled off, the boys came from behind to get an amazing draw
against one of the top teams. Great example of never giving up!! Well done Dunkers!!
U9 Dinosaurs - With two players down this week we managed to come out on top. Even though the boys got tired,
they kept pushing, never gave up and played a great game. Well done to both Donvale teams, great sportsmanship
from the beginning to the end of the game!
Another nail biter from the U9 Dolphins, coming away with a 1 point win against Beverley Hills. The girls once again
showed great determination to keep fighting right up until the final siren. Well done to Rosanna who played fantastic
defence, and Jasmine for scoring our winning goal. Keep up the good work Dolphins!
The U11 Daisies came up against the top team this week, a team that hasn't been defeated all year. They played
disciplined defence, displayed great teamwork, and encouraged each other at every opportunity. The girls came
ready to play which showed on the scoreboard when the Daisies ended the game with a win! Well done on an
amazing game girls, you should be very proud of yourselves. When you work together, any team is beatable.

Birthday Wishes To
Pearce G, Charlotte M, Ethan O’B, Anise B, Cheyenne P
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 8th to 14th September

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
advertisers.

