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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion

Book Week Celebrations:
Donvale PS this week celebrated Book
Week with our annual Book Week Activity Day being held on Tuesday. We all
came dressed as our favourite book characters and enjoyed a variety of
activities that allowed our students to engage with and be entertained by good
literature. At Donvale, our goal is to support students to enjoy reading and to
reap the rewards that good literature provides us. Extensive research proves
that children who read for pleasure will gain advantages that last their whole
lives. It has been found that reading for pleasure is more important for
children’s educational success however the academic benefits of a strong
leisure reading habit are not confined to improved reading ability only. Leisure
reading makes students more articulate, develops higher order reasoning, and
promotes critical thinking. Further, there is overwhelming evidence that
literacy has a significant relationship with a person’s happiness and success.
According to The Rose Review, 2008 Independent Review of the Primary
School Curriculum, a deep engagement with storytelling and great literature
links directly to emotional development in primary children. So the message
is…. keep on reading!
A very big thank you to all the staff, in particular, Miss Brown for planning the
day and Mrs Dickson and Mr Hogg for their running commentaries during the
Book parades. The staff, as always, makes the most of such events and get as
excited as the children do particularly with dressing up!

Quote of
the week:
Book Fair: Today is the final day for our Book Fair. If you would still like to
make a purchase, please head straight to the school’s library immediately after
school. There is still a large array of books for you to choose from. All profits
made will go towards purchasing new books for our library. Thank you to the
many parents who have already attended the Book Fair and made purchases.
Thank you also, in particular, to the many families who have purchased books
and donated them to our school library. This is most generous and the
children are most grateful. A very big thank you to Janine Cope and all the
many parent helpers who operated the Book Fair throughout its opening times.
All your time, energy and efforts is very much appreciated. I know the children
of DPS will also very much appreciate your help when they get to read all the
new books we will purchase for our library.

Oxfam Music Festival:
It was my absolute privilege to last night attend the Oxfam Music Festival
held at the Box Hill Town Hall. Our Junior Choir and Marimba Band performed and I feel that it is safe to
say that they ‘stole the show.’ There were several other schools also performing all of which provided a
wonderful evening of celebration of the musical talents of not only our students but also of those from
the broader community. It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to perform in in a setting
outside of our school and in front of other students and parents from other schools. They were all simply
wonderful and we were all extremely proud of their performances and of how they represented our
school. A very big thank you to Mrs Dickson who stepped in at the last minute to replace Mrs Keep who
is currently in South Africa on leave. The Junior Choir performed magnificently under Mrs Dickson’s
expert guidance. Another big thank you to Mr Gordon who managed to appear just in time to perform
with our very talented Marimba Band. The Band, at one stage, managed to get all the audience out of their
seats dancing along to the ‘Heel and Toe Polka’ and rightly received a rousing applause for their
performance. Overall, it was a wonderful evening that was full of fun and excitement for all. Thank you to
Mrs Keep for enabling our students participation in the festival and for her work in getting our students
ready for the performances. Another thank you to Mr Dickson (Mrs Dickson husband) for taking the
trailer of marimbas and other musical instruments over to the Town Hall – in the pouring rain! Your
support was greatly appreciated. Thank you to Mr Reiter for loading the trailer in readiness. And a final
very big thank you to all of our parent helpers who supported us with loading and unloading all of our
equipment. It was a great team effort and another example of the strong community spirit that is strongly
held at Donvale PS.
State School Spectacular:This year’s SSS is coming up shortly and will be taking place on Saturday 16th
September at Hisense Arena. The SSS is one of the largest professionally staged performing arts events in
Australia showcasing the outstanding talent of Victorian government school students. Three thousand
young performers from more than 200 schools will showcase how “Anything is Possible” at the Victorian
State Schools Spectacular on Saturday 16th September. This year’s extravaganza will feature the principal
cast of a 64-piece orchestra, 30 lead vocalists, 16 principal dancers, 20 ensemble dancers, 8 backing
vocalists, a magician, roller skaters, puppeteers and a 1300-voice choir and 1200 mass dancers. The show
explores themes of creativity, freedom of expression and self-empowerment – taking inspiration from the
song Pure Imagination (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory). Talented vocalists, dancers, skaters,
puppeteers and musicians will perform more than 40 songs, taking the audience on a musical journey –
from popular top 40 songs by artists like Pharrell Williams, Justin Timberlake, Meg Mac, to movie classics
from Edward Scissorhands, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and traditional classical pieces – ending
with a rousing rendition of John Farnham’s You’re The Voice. The Victorian State Schools Spectacular is
one of the largest recurring productions in Australia. Across the two shows, over 10,000 people will have
the chance to see some of the rising stars of today. We have 15 students from DPS this year attending
the event which always promises to be a wonderful celebration of their talent. I have the good fortune of
attending the production each year and I am always astounded by the brilliance of the show. This year’s
Production is titled, ‘Anything is Possible.’ It is a wonderful spectacle so I urge all parents to attend where
possible. Tickets are available through Ticketek. Thank you to Mr Reiter and Mrs Kerry Gerraty (an ex
parent) who spend their own time to rehearse with the students not to mention the several days out of
school required for rehearsal at Hisense Arena. Mrs Gerraty gives of her own time each year in
supporting our students’ involvement in this event. All her time, expertise and effort is very much
appreciated.

Bunnings BBQ:
Last Saturday, DPS held a BBQ at the Nunawading Bunnings store. We
raised a fabulous amount of over $1800. A very big thank you to Janine Cope, in particular, for all her
hard work in preparing and organising the day. You’re wonderful! I’d also like to thank the many parents
who volunteered their precious weekend time to help out. Thank you to Marita Warner, Liz Brown, Kim
Merton, Craig Yeoman, Lisa Cooper, Edwin Tan, Georgia and Alex Loccisano, Kate Kraus, Lisa Oldham,
Diana Cepulo, Charmaine and Sarita Neal, Matthew Bishop, Shelley Wickham, Clare Bosdorf, Nicole
Cooper, Shannon Turner, Tanya Kankaanpaa, Cassandra Buckle, Alicia Phipps, Brett Moyes and Drew
Smith. Your support is greatly appreciated.
School Maintenance:
This week you will have noticed that our maintenance men have been busy
building our new retaining wall along the basketball side of the junior playground. Next week, the area
immediately in front of this wall will be paved and asphalted. This is all in readiness for the installation of
our new Tiger Turf sports courts over the current asphalted court area on the junior side. This work is
due to commence on September 4th weather pending. All this should be completed and ready for our
students to enjoy by the end of this term.
Working Bee:
A reminder that our Working Bee is happening this Sunday from 9.00am –
12.00pm. If you have some free time, please come along and lend a helping hand. There are a number of
jobs we would like to complete including some painting, gardening and general tidying up of our school
grounds. Bring the children and spend the morning at school helping out whilst enjoying the wonderful
DPS community spirit. The PA will provide a delicious sausage sizzle lunch for all the hard workers to
enjoy. I hope to see you there.

Some important dates for your diary…


Working Bee – Sunday 27th August 9.00am – 12.00pm



50th Birthday Photo - Thursday 31st August (weather permitting)



Father’s Day movie night – Friday Sept 1st



School Production – ‘Can’t stop the music’ Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th September



State Schools Spectacular – Saturday 16th September



End Term 3 - Friday 22nd September 2.30pm dismissal



Commence Term 4 – Monday 9th October



Term 4 – DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair: Saturday 28th October



Year 3 / 4 Camp – 8th – 10th November Camp Adanac



Year 5 /6 Camp – 20th - 24th November Waratah Bay



Foundation ’17 Transition – Commencing Tuesday 17th October



Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December



Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December



End Term 4 – 1.30pm Dismissal

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark
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Gymnastic

Program
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1
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All day: Senior Hooptime at

program

program
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Production Dress rehearsal

Production Technical

10.00-5.00pm: SSS Technical
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rehearsal at George Wood
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Performing Arts Centre

8
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10.30 - 1.30: Year 5 students
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7.30 - approx 9.30pm:
Whole School Production
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19

Hot Dog Meal Deal Day

District Athletics Grades 3-6
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Last Day Term 3
2.30 Dismissal

Term 4 Dates
Monday 9th October - 22nd December

GENERAL
Lost in playground
A piece of drop down earring was lost in the school yard on Monday 22nd August.
Do you have any of the ‘old’ uniform?
We are looking for our ‘old’ green uniform for our Grade 5/6’s (Girl’s dresses/tracksuit pants and top for
the boys) to use in our production. Thank you

Production Details
Tuesday 12th & Thursday 14th September, George Wood Performing Arts Centre
Entrance A, Yarra Valley Grammar School, Kalinda Road, Ringwood
Dress Rehearsal
We will have a full dress rehearsal at school on Monday 11th September. Small group photographs will also be
taken of the students in costume and make up on this day. The photographs will be available for purchase after the
production. Live performance photographs will also be taken on both nights, and will be added as a complimentary
bonus CD with the purchase of a performance DVD.
Technical Rehearsal
We will conduct a technical rehearsal and orientation session at the theatre on Tuesday 12th September. Students
will travel by bus to and from the theatre, and just need to wear their school uniform. Please ensure that you have
completed the permission form that has been available in Compass since the beginning of term. The cost of the
transport and theatre hire for this rehearsal is covered by the production levy paid in Term Three Bulk Billing.
Performance Nights
All students will be performing on both Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th of September. Parents need to make
arrangements to have children at the theatre by 7.00 pm. each evening. (Doors open at 7.15 pm.) The
performance will conclude at approximately 9:30pm. The students will sit in the balcony and watch the show for
the majority of the time that they are not on stage, supervised by school staff throughout the performance. At the
conclusion of the performance, they will be handed to their parents and signed out. If you are not in the audience
for a particular night, please arrange for a responsible adult to pick up your child from the teacher in charge. (We
will send home a map and plan of the theatre showing the drop off and pick up points in due course.)
Children should arrive in their basic costume ready to perform. Extra costume items will be given to them when
they arrive at the theatre.
If your child needs a sleep in following the performances and this suits your family arrangements, we are happy for
children to arrive at school late on the Wednesday and Friday mornings. (There will be no need to sign in your
child for a late pass at the office.)

The Production Team

SUSTAINABILITY
Over the term our students have been very busy in the 'Sustainability Garden' planting and harvesting.
Tomorrow after assembly we will be having a small farmers market showcasing the vegetables that have
been produced so far, things such as lettuce, snow peas and fresh herbs will be on sale for a gold coin donation just outside the senior building. All money raised will go straight back into the 'Sustainability Program.' Thanks to all parents who have been a part of this program. We hope to see you there!
Christian Garcia
(Sustainability Coordinator)

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

Book Week Stories ...
By Jaimee E, 56R
As they bowed, I clapped wildly. Jimmy Cook was
extraordinary and so were the actors. Everyone stood up
and filed out in to, maybe … 7 non-straight lines!
I entered the senior building, greeted by a lovely Mary
Poppins telling us where to sit. Chatter rose then settled
as the parade started. Jokes from Mary Poppins and Mr
Flintstone flew across the room as laughter filled up the
room, just like how water fills up a glass.
Hermione, Tweedle-dee and Tweedle-dumb and HEAPS
of sports people pranced, skipped and danced around the
room.
My favourite costumes were definitely Imogen’s ‘Oriole’,
Eva’s ‘Anne of Green Gables’ and Indi and Amelia’s
‘Tweedle-dee and Tweedle-dumb!
The day was off to an amazing, awesome and astonishing
start!

What Our Students Are Up To ...
"Hi my name is Connor and I'm in Grade 5.
For the last 3 weeks I've been overseas in the USA doing Premiere and holidaying with my family.
Premiere is an acting, dance, singing and modelling program where you perform in front of industry
professionals. You need to audition to get into this program. Over 75,000 kids from around the world
auditioned for Premiere. I was one of the lucky 500 chosen to participate. There were 13 countries
represented at Premiere August 2017. For the past 8 months I've been coached by the Premiere team via
FaceTime on different types of acting such as comedy, drama, commercials, soap opera and sitcom in
order to prepare me for Premiere.
For one week in August I performed in front of industry professionals from around the world in different
showcases.

I had an amazing time and made many new friends from all around the world. I'm looking forward to
following my dreams and my heart and continuing to do my acting."

Birthday Wishes To
Jedd W, Nicholas M, Sam D, Lucas C, Alyse C
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 25th to 31st August

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Cookies & Popcorn treats on Friday in the Canteen @ Recess.
$1.00. Awesome!

Big thanks to all those that helped out at Bunnings Nunawading on Saturday
Awesome fundraiser with over $1800 raised for the School.

Book Fair – Before & After School TODAY!!!
Last day………..
Stock up on books for the present cupboard. Great bargains & new releases.
Money raised will be returned in books for library and classrooms,
along with the generous donations of books by the school community.

Father Day Movie Night – Friday 1 September
Get your Meal Pack orders in.
Helpers still needed – check out the Sign up Zone for details.
https://signup.zone/sLvwxb%zTStQ8n5Ra

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!

U11 Boys - It was a hard fought game with the opposition pulling ahead in the second half. The
boys played a great final ten minutes and won! Well done Dunkers!!
U9 Boys - The Dragons came up against some stiff competition against an improving team. The
boys kept fighting the whole game and ran out winners. Great game!!
Diamonds had a fabulous hard fought match against our mates the Donvale Daisies. We went
down 10-12 but we're getting closer each time we play them. Great sportsmanship by both
teams and lots of fun matching up against buddies! Well done both teams, fantastic to watch.
U/9 Dinosaurs - A big win this week, the boys were on fire!

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
advertisers.

