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17th August 2017

FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion
Quote of
the week:

School maintenance and facilities:
Over the coming weeks you will
notice some more wonderful additions to our school grounds. Workmen, this
week, have installed fences and a gate that have enclosed the back of the
Performing Arts building, thus creating a generous storage area for our school.
I am hoping for this area to be tidied up during our upcoming Working Bee.
Next week, the maintenance crew will begin building retaining walls along the
junior playground as a measure of stopping the mulch and tan bark from
continually spilling over into the gutters and onto the basketball court. This
area will also be asphalted to create a very clean and mulch free space. Some
extra seating for our students and community to enjoy will also be added. Why
do we need to do this, you may ask? Well the very exciting news is that School
Council last night approved the installation of Tiger Turf Basketball / Netball /
Baseball and Bat Tennis Courts over the current junior school asphalted
courts. This surface will provide our students with a wonderful safe and
modern surface area in which they can play and enjoy their chosen sports. It is
planned to have the new surface installed and fully operational before the end
of this term. I’m sure you will agree that this will be a much valued addition to
our school grounds. It will not only support our school’s sporting / PE program
and students’ enjoyment of all games but it will also most certainly add to the
school’s overall aesthetics.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
- Changed parking / traffic
conditions: Due to ongoing safety issues with parking and our drive through
drop off and pick up zone, the ‘Visitors car park’ area will soon become
the Assistant Principal and Principal car park only. As such, once all the
appropriate signage is in place, only Mr McKinlay and myself are to park in this
area.
There will be two Visitors Car Parks made available. These will be the first two
car spots as you enter the school from Argyle Street. Parents please note that
the staff car park is for STAFF ONLY and the Visitors car park is for
VISITORS ONLY. Visitors to our school are people such as psychologists,
social workers, consultants and Departmental representatives. All parents are
required to park outside of the school grounds when attending the school. All
cars entering the school must enter through the Argyle Street entrance. No
car will be allowed to enter the school through Cerberus Street. This will be
EXIT ONLY. ‘No Entry’ signs will be placed at the Cerberus Street exit.
When using the pick up / drop off zone, parents are reminded that this area

is NOT A CAR PARK. Cars must stop momentarily to allow for children to safely exit or enter their
cars. Parents must respect this so that the traffic congestion is minimised and so that the safety of all our
community is considered. Children are expected at all times to enter and exit their cars from the school
side of their car. Unfortunately, I am still witnessing some children getting out of their family cars on the
road side. This is quite simply, a disaster waiting to happen and it is a disaster that I am not prepared to
anticipate.
I would appreciate it if all members of our community were mindful of these upcoming changes and be
understanding of the need for these changes. The safety and wellbeing for our school community
members, in particular, our children is of paramount importance. Once these changes have been fully
implemented, parents will be notified via Compass and this newsletter. Teachers, Mr McKinlay and myself
will be supervising the drive through area and car parking to ensure that the transition by our community
to these changes is seamless. If you have any queries or require any further clarification with regards to
these changes, please do not hesitate to see me.
50th birthday photo:
Unfortunately due to inclement weather today, the 50th birthday photo
had to be postponed. We will inform you of the new date once it has be determined.
Book Week and Book Fair:
I would like to remind you that our annual Book Fair will be taking
place next Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th August. Thank you to the PA for
once again making this opportunity happen at DPS. The Book Fair will be taking place in our school
library before and after school. I encourage you to go along and make some purchases from the
wonderful array of books that will be available. Funds raised will go towards purchasing more books for
our school library – a very worthy cause.
Our annual Book Week Parade is taking place on Tuesday 22nd August. This is always a fun day
where we get to dress up as our favourite book characters or characters from this year’s shortlisted
books selected by the Children’s Book Council. This year we are running two parades with the first for
the Junior school commencing at 9.00am. The Senior School parade with take place at 10.00am. The
students will also enjoy a performance from ‘Meerkat Productions’ on the day. Thank you to Miss
Brown, in particular, and the staff of Donvale PS for the planning and preparations in making this year’s
Book Week celebrations another wonderful opportunity for our students to engage with and enjoy great
literature.

Some important dates for your diary…


Bunnings Nunawading BBQ fundraiser – Saturday 19th August 8.00am – 5.00pm



Book Week Parade dress up day – Tuesday 22nd August



Meerkat Productions incursion whole school – Tuesday 22nd August



Book Fair – 22nd, 23rd & 24th August in the Library



Working Bee – Sunday 27th August 9.00am – 12.00pm



School Production – ‘Can’t stop the music’ Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th September



State Schools Spectacular – Saturday 16th September



End Term 3 - Friday 22nd September 2.30pm dismissal



Commence Term 4 – Monday 16th October



Term 4 – DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair: Saturday 28th October



Year 3 / 4 Camp – 8th – 10th November Camp Adanac



Year 5 /6 Camp – 20th - 24th November Waratah Bay



Foundation ’17 Transition – Commencing Tuesday 17th October



Year 6 Graduation – Tuesday 19th December



Carols on the Lawn – Thursday 21st December



End Term 4 – 1.30pm Dismissal

Hope you’re having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

When you want to be respectful, try to put yourself in someone
else's shoes and behave in a way that shows you care. At its heart,
being respectful means showing that you value other people's
perspectives, time and space.
PARENTING KIDS WHO STRUGGLE
BY MICHAEL GROSE

One of the unwritten laws of family-life is that talent and ability is unevenly distributed between siblings.
In most families there is one child who seems to have more than his or her fair share of ability. Everything some kids turn their hands to – whether schoolwork, sport and socialising – is done successfully
and effortlessly.
If you have such a child then there is a fair bet that you will also have a child who struggles in the same
areas. For these children, achieving success takes more effort and concentration than it does for their
sibling.
Just as it is easy for parents to marvel at the talented child, it’s frustrating and, at times, heart-breaking to

watch your child struggle to attain even mediocre levels of success at school, in their sport or leisure
activities.
It’s harder still when you know that no matter how hard your child tries they just can’t be as successful
as their sibling who gets all the glory and accolades from relatives and friends.
As a parent it’s important to be realistic about what each child can achieve so keep your expectations in
line with their ability and maturity, and avoid making comparisons between siblings.
Here are some ideas to keep in mind if you are parenting a child where success – at school, sport and
other common childhood activities – just doesn’t come naturally.
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

Develop a growth mindset. Recent research shows that people who believe they can increase
their intelligence through effort and challenges, get smarter and do better in school, work and life
over time. It’s exciting to know that your child’s talent and smarts aren’t fixed. Their brain can always learn more, continue to grow and be stretched. Communicate a growth mindset to your kids
by focusing your praise more on their effort rather than natural abilities of talents; praising the
strategies they use and looking for opportunities to stretch their capabilities.
Be your child’s cheerleader. Kids who have to work really hard to achieve, need someone in
their lives who is able boost their self-confidence, particularly when they are struggling. Make a fuss
over small successes so they can puff up their chests every now and then.
Focus your comments on contribution, improvement and effort. It’s difficult praising kids
when the results aren’t there but you can always focus your comments on their contribution to
the team rather than kicking the winning goal, improvements shown in reading or the effort they
are making at art.
Remember that persistence pays. Children who persist learn an important life lesson – that is,
success in most endeavours takes effort. Those kids who sail through their childhoods without
raising a sweat can struggle when eventually they do have to work long and hard to succeed.
Help kids identify their strengths. Kids are like niche marketers – they define themselves by
their strengths. “I am a good reader,” “I’m sporty.” “I’m really good at art” are some of the labels
kids will use. As they move into adolescence the number of options for success open up, so help
them find one or two areas that they enjoy and can easily achieve success in. Help them see beyond the limits they can put on themselves (“I’m hopeless at sport”) to see the many other talents
and strengths they do have.
Don’t put kids on pedestals. It is difficult living in the shadow of a superstar so avoid making a
huge fuss over the achievements of a particular child – it makes life difficult for those who follow.
Recognise results but balance that by focusing equally on their efforts as well.

Raising kids who find life a breeze is easy. However parenting kids who take longer to mature, or kids
that must put in 110% effort to achieve is challenging for any parent.
Raising the family underdog requires parents to develop a growth mindset, focus on kids’ strengths, be
liberal with encouragement and have realistic but positive expectations for success.

August
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

18

19

20

9.00-11.00: Foundation

8.00-5.00:

Grandparents morning

BBQ

All day: Middle
Hooptime at
Nunawading Stadium
21

22

23

24

2.15-3.15: 3/4

8.30-9.30: Book Fair

8.30-9.30: Book Fair

8.30-9.30: Book Fair

3.00-4.30: Book Fair

3.00-4.30: Book Fair

3.00-4.30: Book Fair

Gymnastic
Program

25

Fundraiser at
Bunnings
Nunawading

26

27
9.00 - 12.00:
Working Bee

9.00-11.00: Incursion 2.15-3.15: 1/2 Gymnastic
- Meerkat Production Program
Book Week Dress

7.00pm: Marimba band

Up Day

and Junior choir
performing at the Oxfam
Music Festival at Box Hill
Town Hall

28

29

30

31

2.15-3.15: 3/4

2.15-3.15: 1/2 Gymnastic

Gymnastic

Program

WORKING BEE
The School Council’s Building and Grounds Committee has scheduled a Working Bee
for
Sunday 27th August from 9.00am to 12.00pm
There’s always much work to do around our school so your help would be greatly
appreciated. Some of the jobs planned are gardening, mulching, painting, cleaning
out a storeroom, clearing out gutters, trimming and cutting trees, sweeping …
Please bring your paint brushes, brooms and gardening equipment or just a set of
arms to help us around the school and with the preparation of props for this year’s
school production!

As always, the Parents Association will provide a sausage sizzle lunch for all our
hard working helpers.
If you are able to help, please return the reply slip on the notice sent home or let
the office know.
Thank you

GENERAL
WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION - YOU CAN’T STOP THE MUSIC!
Tuesday 12th September & Thursday 14th September.
George Wood Performing Arts Centre,
Yarra Valley Grammar School, Enter via Gate A, Kalinda Rd, Ringwood North.

It’s not far away now! We are planning to send home a note with the costume requirements for each
child next week, so in the meantime, Foundation students - keep a look out for groovy 60’s gear, Year
1/2's for 70’s and 80’s and Year 3/4’s for 90’s and 2000’s.
We will need at least one parent to help manage the costume and make-up requirements for the students
in each class – please see your teacher if you would like to help!
Rick Gordon
Producer (For the Production Committee)

FROM THE MARKETING COMMITTEE ...
Hi All,
As you are all aware we have been continually running events for our 50th Birthday Celebrations this
year. A major celebration will be our 50th Birthday Party/Open day that will occur on Saturday 28th of
October in the afternoon. Huge amounts of planning is underway for this event as we will be organising
mulitiple stalls and activities, blowing out a huge birthday cake, showing off our improving school facilities
to the local community and engaging with a vast array of people from past and present
involving teachers, student, staff and friends of the school.
Such a monumental exercise requires lots of support from our school community. We would appreciate
if you can offer any form of assistance by contacting members of the Parents association, present your
interest to the front office and/or through the various stalls that each class shall be holding.
Your help, no matter how small or big, shall be much needed and it all goes to
helping Donvale Primary in creating greater traction within our school and the
greater community.
Active community support allows our school to continue in being the successful
school that it is.
School Council’s Marketing Committee

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

ART ROOM NEWS - Ms De Stefanis

BOOK WEEK ART
COMPETITION


Re-create the cover of your favourite
book



It can be a drawing, painting, collage
or 3D model



Bring to school on Book Week Dress
Up Day Tues 22nd August




Make sure your name and class
are on it

We Are In The News ... Manningham Leader

Our State Schools Spectacular Choir

Birthday Wishes To
Justin D
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 18th to 24th August

Program Update
Dear families,
This week we did some Olympic related activities such as Olympic ring painting , Olympic ring neckless
and also Olympic sports along with Uno match. Later in the week we did some group discussion with
children to remind them our organisation policies and procedures as children's health and safety is our
priority.
Next week, we will have Secret spies and Code cracking activities. The aim of theses activities are
helping children to understand and develop their problem solving skills.
Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on
the day by calling or leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00
for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH
After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back
to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school
care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the
program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone
numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change.This can
be done online at www.oshclub.com.au
Before Care
Activities

After Care
Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

One Touch
Soccer

Imagine it there dramatic play

Olympics Crown

Secret Agent
Identity Card

Imagine it there dramatic play

Spy Wristbands

Rules and
Routines

123 Basketball

Difficult silent ball

Thursday

Friday

Secret code
Chain story writing
challenge
Tinkerbell Freeze
Tag
Three touch

Olympics Puzzles

Paper Animal
Dominos challenge
Craft
Spy CCTV Challenge Zig zag ball passes
Kitchen Play
Olympics Crown

Coordinator: Sherry
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Because its Popcorn and Cookie Friday.
At the Canteen @ Recess. $1.00 treats. Awesome!

Get in the Picture!
Buy a snag or sign up to help.
Where: Bunnings Nunawading - When: Saturday 19 August

Book Fair – before & after school next week – Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday.
Stock up on books for the present cupboard. Great bargains & new releases.
Lots of interesting books for sale.

For coming to the Cake’n’ a Cuppa!
Parent Catchup Morning Tea – Friday 11 August – lovely to see new faces.

Not tricky, Easy to get involved!
Check out the new Sign Up Zone on Compass. Help out with your friends.
Term 3 Activities are identified,
so you can sign yourself in to help out
at an event that suits! Too Easy…….
https://signup.zone/sLvwxb%zTStQ8n5Ra

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!
The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views!
U9 Dinosaurs - A fast paced game with great passing and defending. Wonderful teamwork by all.
Congratulations to Derek for his first goal.

A great win by the Diamonds with a super whole team effort! Keep up the great work girls
U/11 Daisies - The Daisies had their best performance for the year and beat the Ladybirds 46-6. It was a
great display of teamwork and defence and lots of goals. There was no individual Daisy of the week for
this game as all the girls were worthy of the award. Well done Daisies.
U9 Dolphins – What a game!! It’s always a close game against the OLOP Pelicans and this week was no
exception. We were winning, we were losing, we were level! The girls all showed great determination
and fight right up to the final siren. Well done Indi G for scoring the winning goal with two seconds to
spare!! I’m sure all the parents needed a lie down after such a nail-biting game. Keep up the good work
Dolphins!

