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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Lena Clark
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS:
T h e W o r ki n g w i t h
Children Check assists in protecting children from sexual or physical harm by
ensuring that people who work with, or care for them are subject to a
screening process. When a person passes the Check, it means that the
Department of Justice and Regulation has determined (based on the
information available to it) that they do not pose an unjustifiable risk to
children.

Our Values
Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Compassion

Quote of
the week:

The Check is just one of our school’s responsibilities in creating and
maintaining a child-safe environment. It screens a person’s criminal records and
any reports about professional conduct. Schools must make sure that workers
and volunteers doing child-related work have a Check. Schools must comply
with the Child Safe Standards that have been introduced as part of the
Victorian Government's response to the Betrayal of Trust Inquiry. These are
compulsory minimum standards under the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act
2005 that apply to organisations that provide services for children. The
standards
help
ensure
the
safety
of
children.
Schools must also comply with the Reportable conduct scheme requirements
that came into effect on 1 July 2017. For more information go to Commission
for Children and Young People.
A reminder that our School Policy states that all parents volunteering as
helpers in any capacity are required to hold a Working With Children Check
and to provide evidence of the Check. Unfortunately, parents who do not hold
this Check will not be able to act as helpers in any capacity; this includes all
incursions and excursions including Gymnastics and Swimming lessons (even if
you are just watching). I’m sure you can appreciate the difficulty schools have
with these strict expectations and managing all parents who would like to
support them. However, these laws and policies have been put into place to
protect our children – I know that you will all actively support this and there in
support the school with its strict adherence to these laws and policies. If you
wish to be a helper in any capacity, please ensure that you gain you ‘Working
With Children Check’ as soon as possible.
Please click on the links below to view our School’s ‘Working With Children
Check Policy’ and ‘Child Safe Policy’.
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Working-withChildren-Check-policy-2016.doc.pdf
http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Child-safe-policy2016.pdf

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO:
A reminder that next Thursday 17th August, a whole school aerial
photo will be taken of our students. This will be in honour of our school’s 50th birthday. Students are
asked to ensure that they are at school on time as the photo session is scheduled to start at 9.00am.
Students must be in their full school or sports uniform.
MICHAEL GROSE:
I regularly receive short articles from Michael Grose – Author and
Educationalist with research studies into what makes healthy families tick. I look forward to sharing these
articles with you via our newsletter on a regular basis. This week’s article on risk taking and
unpredictability, I thought, was particularly relevant to my discussion on our whole school camping
program. I hope you find the below article of interest.
Hope you are having a wonderful week.

Lena Clark

Risk and unpredictability develops new skill sets in kids
Traditional thinking has always been that consistent routine and order is good for kids’ development.
An Australian Story segment about an Australian father who took his son on a six month African
adventure that aired on ABC TV recently (24th July, 2017) challenged this thinking.
Sydney GP James Best believed that offering his 14 year old autistic son Sam more of the same, which
was order and routine, was never going to develop the self-sufficiency and communication skills that he
needed for a successful transition to independence.
This dad turned conventional thinking on it’s head and backpacked with his son through Africa for six
months. He maintained that adolescence, like infancy, is a time of great learning, which is best
precipitated by chaos and unpredictability.
On their African odyssey his son was exposed to new and potentially challenging situations that required
him to find new ways of coping and communicating. By making Sam feel uncomfortable rather than
protecting him from hardships James enabled his son to rapidly improve his communication skills to the
point where he could hold lengthy conversations with strangers. He also developed self-sufficiency to the
point where he could pack his bags, organise his own schedules and prepare his own meal. All activities
that were foreign to him in Sydney.
These huge developmental leaps didn’t occur in adult-controlled environments, but in the dusty,
shambolic back-blocks of East Africa where he was exposed to people from different backgrounds and
enjoyed outdoor adventures such as white-water rafting that he wouldn’t experience in the relative safety
of suburban Sydney.
Risk brings out new skill sets
The lessons of this television program have relevance for all parents, not just parents of autistic children.
In Australia, we’ve removed most of the risks from childhood. Playgrounds are so safe they’re bland. If
something is a little edgy at school we’ll ban it. In the last few years there have been school bans on
hugging, swap cards and fidget-spinners to name a few. The distance children are allowed to play away
from home has shrunk by 90% since from the 1970’s. Kids now spend more time in adult-initiated and
adult-controlled activities in their leisure-time than playing, chilling out and just mucking around. The
average Australian childhood is now mostly spent indoors.
As I wrote in my book Spoonfed Generation, kids need risk if they are going to extend themselves and

become truly independent. Outdoor environments whether in the bush or in the burbs offer the kids the
type of experiences that really build their confidence and the competencies they need to survive and
thrive on their own.
Removal of risk leads to anxiousness
The result of raising kids in the most orderly way in this most orderly of countries is that we may have
just raised the most nervous, risk-adverse group of kids that we’ve ever seen. The worst of it is that most
of adults recognise that the freedoms we enjoyed as kids away from the constant monitoring and
supervision of adults provided fantastic opportunities for growth and development. Yet we don’t seem to
be granting our kids the same opportunities for freedom and autonomy.
So let’s all take a leaf out James Best’s book and look for ways to challenge our kids by taking them out of
their comfort zones and adding some risk and spice to their lives. Give them greater freedom to navigate
their neighbourhoods and let them wander further than parents feel comfortable with. Let them
experience a break from routine every now and then, and don’t be afraid to throw away the clock and
add a little chaos to their lives. Let them mess up and then get themselves out of the problems they made
rather than rescue them from dumb decisions.
Above all love them in ways that increase their confidence levels rather than feed their helplessness, as
that is what raising them in an environment of order, safety and predictability tends to do.
BY MICHAEL GROSE
Some important dates for your diary:


Whole school photo celebrating DPS’s 50th birthday



Book Week Parade dress up day – Tuesday 22nd August



Meerkat Productions incursion whole school – Tuesday 22nd August



Working Bee – Sunday 27th August



School Production – ‘Can’t stop the music’ Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th September



Term 4 – DPS 50th Birthday Community Fair Saturday 28th October
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GENERAL
Whole School 50th Photo
Next Thursday17th just after 9am, MSP Photographers will be coming
out to take a ‘special’ 50th photo of the whole school.

WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION - YOU CAN’T STOP THE MUSIC!
Tuesday 12th September – Evening Performance
Thursday 14th September – Evening Performance
It’s not far away now! We are planning to send home a note with the costume requirements for each
child next week, so in the meantime, Foundation students - keep a look out for groovy 60’s gear, Year
1/2's for 70’s and 80’s and Year 3/4’s for 90’s and 2000’s.
We will need at least one parent to help manage the costume and make-up requirements for the students
in each class – please see your teacher if you would like to help!
Rick Gordon
Producer (For the Production Committee)

Adding a Note/Approval for a Future Absence
Did you know that you can enter your child’s absence on Compass.
You can also enter notes and approvals in advance, if you know that your child is going to be absent from
school (e.g. scheduled family holiday).
To do this from your homepage, click on the 'Add Attendance Note/Approval' link listed underneath the
name of the relevant student.
This will take you to the Attendance screen, with a pop-up window to enter details of the note or
approval. Here you can select the applicable date range - in the future if required.
2018 Enrolments
If you have not done so already, please submit your child’s enrolment form now. We are starting to plan
for 2018 and it is very important that we have our future student’s numbers up to date to help us with
class structures.
Thank you.

MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator

MANDARIN - Ms Serina Lee
2017年8月10日
The Chinese Fortunes Festival will take place on Sunday 20 August to celebrate the commence
ment of the ‘From Robe to Chinese Fortunes’ Exhibition! Read further for details:
On the opening weekend of From Robe to Chinese Fortunes, celebrate the
journeys and stories of the Chinese in Victoria in a festival with live
performances, demonstrations, Chinese food and fun-filled activities.
A Lion Dance opens the festival, with activities throughout the day including
live music by the Chao Feng Orchestra, a free dumpling demonstration and
tasting by Dumpling Mania, and Eugenia Lim’s Welcome Stranger photo
booth art installation
For children, activities also include making your own Paper Fortune Teller
and Dancing Dragon.
Tickets $10, Members/Concession Free.

(from https://museumvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/whats-on/chinese-fortunes/):

From 1852, news of the gold rushes in Victoria and New South Wales spread throughout the
southern provinces of China, bringing the promise of great prosperity.
Thousands of Chinese men, and a handful of Chinese women, journeyed here hoping to make their
fortunes. They came from a variety of cultural and economic backgrounds, and brought with them a
wide range of skills and traditions. Chinese Fortunes is an exhibition from the Museum of Australian
Democracy at Eureka.
In the face of stringent immigration restrictions and taxes imposed by the colonies pre federation,
many Chinese came to Australia and made their fortune. Chinese Fortunes explores the motivation,
spirit, hardships, and legacies of the Chinese miners through a historical timeline of key events,
storytelling, artefacts and objects.
The exhibition will shine a light on the little known aspects of the Chinese diaspora during the high
colonial period, providing the audience with a fresh view of the Chinese as pioneers and trailblazers of
the Australian gold fields.
Chinese Fortunes delivers a ‘new view on an old story’ an opportunity for the audience to reflect on
immigration and social marginalisation in Australia during the gold-rush era, and the significance of
these events, not only in the past but today. The exhibition explores immigration in the context of the
past, however challenges the audience to see parallels in contemporary Australia.
Chinese Fortunes also seeks to encourage audiences to examine multicultural influences, notions of
assimilation and cultural stereotypes, by presenting potted histories on individual Chinese sojourners
and immigrants who contributed to the development of a modern nation.

Program Update
Dear families,
This week we celebrated " Book week" in the Oshclub . Children were engaged in different activities such as book marks,
making story books and reading. Also we made a display about saying "Hello" in different languages".
They also enjoyed paying basketball, soccer and mini basketball with our new mini basket ball toy!
Next week we will have lots of fun with our Olympic activities.

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or leaving the
text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re ever stuck and would like
your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 0402 362 443 and I will get back to
you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the after school care session you can cancel online if
it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day.

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone
numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change.This can
be done online at www.oshclub.com.au

Before Care
Activities

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Olympic Rings
Painting

Beanie Boo Role
Play

Beading

Thursday

Friday

Olypmic Rings Art
Around the world Kangaroo jump!
quiz

Cash register play
Olympic hand ball Breakfast set up
tournament
and pack away
Mini Pizza bites
After Care
Activities

Snap (card
games)
Olympic Ring
Necklaces

Olympics Crown

Cat Catching Mice
Chasing Game -...

Olympics Puzzles
Downball
competition

Basketball match
Olympic netball
shooting

Balancing Challenges
Computer Time

Coordinator: Sherry
Assistants: Clare
OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS

Canteen sales at recess this week:
Choc Chip Cookies and Popcorn
$1.00 treats. Say no more!

Where: Bunnings Nunawading
When: Saturday 19 August
Plzzzz we need lots of helpers. Sign up via the Signup Zone on Compass…

For Cake’n’ a Cuppa !
Parent Catchup Morning Tea – after drop off
Friday 11 August – 9am in the GP Room,
All families & their preschoolers welcome
We would love to meet more parents in our community.

PA is planning heaps of great activities Term3.
Next Meeting - 9.30am in the GP Room after the Parent Morning
Tea.
Come & suggest some ideas, or get involved in what’s planned.
No kissing pigs but we definately need your help!
All Welcome.

Not tricky, Easy to get involved!
Check out the new Sign Up Zone on Compass
Term 3 Activities are identified,
so you can sign yourself in to help out
at an event that suits! Too Easy…….
https://signup.zone/sLvwxb%zTStQ8n5Ra

Eating an Ivan’s Pie, coz delivery is Friday!!
Yum!!

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views!
The Donvale Primary Basketcases – News & Views!
A win for the U9 Dolphins this week. All the girls played great defence and showed fantastic teamwork.
Well done Dolphins! Congratulations to Jasmine B who scored her first goal in a game. Keep up the
good work Jasmine
Another slow start for the U11 Daisies. The girls once again showed real determination to get back into
the game in the second half, but it wasn’t enough to come away with the win.

SEE WHAT OUR STUDENTS ARE UP TO ...
Connor is in 34H ...

Emily and Josh F — Everyday Hero’s
Emily and Josh are taking part in an event this weekend. It’s called everyday hero. If people would like to
donate to the cause and to find out more, click on the link below, search either ‘Emily F’ or ‘Josh F’.
https://www.everydayhero.com/au/
It sounds great and pretty impressive such young kids are doing this. Well
done Emily and Josh.

Birthday Wishes To
Andrew C, Harrison B
Who are celebrating birthdays from the 10th to 17th August

The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers
do not endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No
representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of the information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the
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