
 

With school reports and parent / teacher meetings just around the corner, I 

thought it was a good time to consider once again what are the optimum     

conditions in which children learn. I am sure there would be a lot of agreement 

on many of those conditions – having a good teacher would be one that       

everyone would agree on. If we were to look at all the students who do well at 

school compared to those who ‘struggle’, and asked the question, ‘What are 

the things in place for those kids who do well that those who struggle don’t 

have in place?’, I think the answer would come down to a few simple, and 

probably obvious, principles. 

 

• Good school attendance 

Apart from the obvious reason - that the more time you spend at school with 

good teachers, the more you learn – good attendance is also an indicator that 

parents are serious about their child’s 

education and that there is some sort of organisation and stability in the child’s 

life. This is important. 

 

• Good teachers 

What makes a good teacher? To me it is someone who cares deeply for the 

kids, knows them well and attends to their needs (academic and social). 

 

• Supportive Family 

By this, I mean a family who have high expectations of their children            

academically, socially, behaviourally and one that works with the school to  

support their child’s learning at home. eg listening to reading etc. 

 

• Optimism 

Happy/Positive people generally do better, bounce back when things go wrong, 

persist and believe they will succeed. A positive outlook can help enormously. 

 

• Reading every day 

The simplest, most powerful thing you can do for your kids educationally is to 

listen to them read every day for 20 minutes. Simple as that. 
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There are other things that contribute to a child doing well at school. I’m sure you have a few beliefs of 

your own. Feel free to let me know what you think – I’d be happy to share a few responses in the    

newsletter. 

Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) Child Safe Standards:  

We all know that children have the right to be safe and protected at all times. Schools and other       

child-related organisations have an important responsibility for keeping children safe. Most organisations 

already take steps to protect children from abuse, however more can be done. 

In 2013, the Victorian Parliament held an Inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and Other 

Non-Government Organizations, resulting in the ‘Betrayal of Trust Report.’ The report found that more 

could be done to strengthen existing approaches to child safety. In response, the Victorian Government 

has developed child safe standards for organizations that work with children, including schools.  

These standards to manage the risk of child abuse in organisations began being phased in last year.  Child 

abuse, and arrangements that allow it to occur, will not be tolerated. Victoria’s children deserve nothing 

less. 

The child safe standards require schools to consider all aspects of child safety and put measures in place 

to protect children from all forms of abuse, including: 

-  Sexual or grooming offences 

-  Physical violence 

-  Serious emotional or psychological harm 

-  Serious neglect 

 

Below are the seven child safe standards. The Minister for Education, James Merlino, has set out in     

Ministerial Order No. 870 what specific actions schools need to take to meet the child safe standards.  

They are: 

1. Strategies to embed an organizational culture of child safety. 

2. A child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety. 

3. A child safety code of conduct. 

4. School staff selection, supervision and management practices for a child-safe environment.  

5. Procedures for responding to and reporting allegations of suspected child abuse. 

6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse. 

7. Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation.  

 

School Council and Leadership last year worked to ensure that Donvale PS fully met the child safe   

standards as expected by the VRQA. 

 

Leadership and School Council will continue to work together in communicating with you so that we are 

all clear about the following: 

 Strategies to embed a culture of child safety at the school, and roles and responsibilities within the 

school for achieving these strategies. 

 The school’s child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety. 



 The school’s Code of Conduct outlining clear expectations for appropriate behavior by school staff 

with children (this must be publicly available). 

 Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation. E.g. delivering appropriate education 

about standards of behavior for students attending the school, healthy and respectful relationships 

(including sexuality), resilience and child abuse awareness and prevention. 

 Procedures for reporting suspected child abuse. 

A new policy outlining these procedures was ratified by School Council last night. It is now 

available for viewing on our school’s website and by clicking on the following link.  

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Mandatory-reporting-policy-

and-procedures-2017.pdf 

 

More information about the Child Safe Standards can be found on the following link. 

http://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/childsafe/Pages/default.html 

 If you have any queries regarding this, please do not hesitate to speak with either myself or Ian McKinlay 

(AP).  

 

 

Donvale PS 50TH BIRTHDAY COCKTAIL PARTY 

All is now in readiness for our big 50th birthday celebration happening tomorrow night at the school. We 

are looking forward to a wonderful evening with our past, present and some future members of our 

school community all joining us in celebrating and acknowledging the amazing 50 years of education our 

school has provided to the many thousands of children that have walked through its doors over this   

period of time. Many thanks to School Council and the members of the Marketing Committee who have 

worked tirelessly for many months in planning this event. Particular thanks goes to Marina and Andrew 

Younger, George and Afroditi Condos, Craig Cowley and Wendy Cheesman as without the work of 

these wonderful people, the event would simply not be taking place.  If you are yet to purchase your 

ticket, I urge you to do so immediately. We will be selling tickets until this Friday 4.00pm. I hope to see 

you there – it is going to be a fabulous night! 

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 
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School Pick up / drop of zone  

It is once again that I urge parents to use this area of 

our school responsibly. I have received feedback that 

some parents continue to drive recklessly through this 

area and some children are still exiting their parent’s 

car on the wrong side of the road. Both these actions 

place our children in a very real danger of being hurt 

or possibly even worse! Both Mr McKinlay and myself 

will be specifically supervising this area each morning and afternoon just to make sure that our safety 

rules are being complied with by all our parents and students. If using this area, please proceed with 

caution at all times, be patient and always act responsibly. A reminder again that this area is NOT a car 

park – parents must simply either pick up or drop off their children in a timely manner. Cars are not to 

be vacated whilst you go and see your child to their classroom. Unfortunately, if these extremely     

dangerous behaviours continue, I will be left with no alternative but to close the pick up and drop off 

area down. As Principal, I am fully responsible for the welfare and safety of all our students. I am at all 

times expected to eliminate any risk to our children’s safety. Unfortunately, I cannot control parents’ 

behaviours once they are behind the wheel of a car no matter how many times I implore them to act 

responsibly.  I am, however, in a position to eliminate the risks such irresponsible behaviours by our 

parents in this area pose to our children by simply closing this area down. Of course, this is not the  

action I would prefer to take however I will certainly do so if our parents who use this area do not take 

heed of this message. I apologise for my bluntness in my approach however when it comes to ensuring 

the safety of our students, I will do whatever is necessary.  

June 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

12 

 

  15 

 

16 

7.30pm:  50th Birthday     

Cocktail Party 

1.30:  Parent’s Association 

meeting 

19 

2.30-3.30:  Foundation    

Gymnastics 

 

 

20 

Regional Cross Country 

9.30-10.55:  Responsible 

Pet Ownership Incursion 

for Foundation 

4.00-6.00pm:  State School 

Spectacular rehearsal 

21 

2.30-3.30:  5/6 Gymnastics 

10.00am:  Whole school 

assembly - International Peace 

Run 

Parent/Teacher bookings 

open on Compass 

 

22 

Back up Winter Sports Day 

23 

 

 

26 27 

3.40-6.00pm:  Parent/

Techer interviews 

 

 

28 

Athletics Carnival at Bill   

Seward Athletic Track 

6.30-8.30pm:  Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

29 

Back up Winter Sports Day 

 

 

30 

Last day Term 2:               

2.30 dismissal 



Dear Parents, 

School Council last night approved three new policies which are now available on our school website for 

viewing.  

The three new policies are: 

On-site supervision of students Policy 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Onsite-supervison-policy-2017.pdf 

School Enrolment Policy 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Enrolment-policy-2017.pdf 

Mandatory Reporting Policy and Procedures 

http://donvaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/DPS-Mandatory-reporting-policy-and-procedures

-2017.pdf 

Please take the time to familiarise yourself with these policies.  

Thank you to the members of our Education Sub-Committee for their work in the development of these 

policies.  

If you have any queries regarding these policies, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Kind Regards 

Lena Clark 

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL ... 

GENERAL 

Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 

Student reports will be available online via the Compass portal on Friday 23rd June at 4.00pm. Portfolios 

for Foundation to Year Four will come home that day as well. Year Five and Six students have digital 

portfolios which can be viewed in Dropbox. Reports will not be printed, but can be viewed online or 

downloaded as a PDF for you to print at home or send via email to interested relatives and proud    

grandparents. 

Parent Teacher interviews will be held on: 

       Tuesday 27th June 3.40 – 6.00pm & Wednesday 28th June 3.40 - 6.00 pm & 6.30 – 8.30 pm 

Bookings will open via Compass next Wednesday 21st June at 4.00pm. Please note that students in      

classes with a shared teacher will only be required to make one appointment with the Lead Teacher, but 

both teachers will be in attendance at the interview. 

Rick Gordon 

Assessment & Reporting Co-ordinator. 

Lost Bomber Jacket 

Lachlan O bomber jacket, size 12 and named was last seen in his classroom.  Please check to see if you 

are wearing the correct name jacket.  Please return to Lachlan in 56W.  Thank you 
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What's growing in the garden? 

It was wonderful to see the kids getting involved in the Wednesday Garden Club this week. With the 

sun shining there was plenty of weeding, watering, feeding and picking of fruit!  

 

Need some lemons? There are plenty of lemons available at the office for a coin donation. All money 

raised will go into buying more seedlings, seeds and feed for our veggies!  

 

The children are currently growing cauliflower, snow peas, broccolini, bok choy, carrots, beetroots, 

zucchini and more... 

 

Mums and dads! You are welcome to join us in the garden on Wednesdays at 1.30pm. We would love 

to have you come and help us! Contact Michelle Bishop for more information 0423 028 155. 

DPS COMMUNITY GARDEN  
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MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



CHAIPLANCY/WELFARE NEWS 

Chaplaincy/Welfare News 

It has been a wonderful and busy term at Donvale Primary, as we launch new programs and continue to 

develop leadership and empowerment to our students. Donvale Primary is a school that has a strong  

focus on community, connectedness and developing all students holistically, while supporting and guiding 

parents. We believe ‘it takes a village to raise a child’, so no family should be left to struggle, but are    

encouraged to reach out for help if needed. 

Currently Chaplaincy supports a large number of students, for a variety of reasons. Support can range 

from issues such as, making sure everyone has a friend to play with and feels they belong, to issues such 

as grief and loss, family relationships, peer relationships, mental health, behaviour management,           

supporting and resourcing parent and the school community, student leadership an so on. 

My role also connects families to outside professional organisations, such as private psychologists,       

dietitians, and welfare organisations that address specific needs. Our school can also work together with 

your selected support service and together, provide a greater service to your family and child. 

As well as Chaplaincy/ Wellbeing Program, this also covers other areas such as developing fun and      

interactive lunchtime programs, such as recently launched Lego Club and Grade 6 transition programs 

for students preparing for high school. 

Lego Club is open to all students in grade 3-6- who love Lego and getting creative! Grade 6 graduation 

Club is student lead, designed for all grade 6 students in term 4. We discuss questions about secondary 

school, build their confidence as they enter this new stage in their school lives and this provides students 

with a chance to build stronger friendships with their peers, plus resilience before they leave primary 

school. The program is informal and will run separately for boys and girls in term 4.   Last year this     

program was run for grade 6 girls and was a huge success, with every grade 6 girl attending each week by 

their own choice on a Friday lunchtime. So, we are excited to run it again this year, offering the program 

separately to all grade 6 boys and girls who want to attend. 

 

Lego Club Launch 

There has been lots of enthusiasm and excitement by our students with the 

opening of our new Lego Club. Lego Club gives students leadership                

opportunities and a place to come on Friday lunchtime, hang out and put their 

skills and talents into action. As a school, we are excited to give our students exposure to more         

opportunities and programs that can support their learning in a fun and interactive way.  

We have had heaps of kids come along on Friday lunchtimes and make the most of all the Lego, Lego 

technics and new creations they have built and achieved proudly, many students saying ”lunch time goes 

too fast”, because they just love this new club! We also have a small number of students come to Lego 

Club and do loom banding activities instead! While Lego is the focus, we still aim to cater for everyone 

and model inclusion to our students in every way.  

The aim of this club is to focus on social skills, team building, inclusion and friendship building, whilst also 

promoting the development of fine motor skills, lateral thinking and thinking in three dimensions. Lego 

programs are known to be responsible for improving literacy whilst following instructions, develop    

problem- solving skills, develop organisational and planning skills through construction, prove creativity 

and capacity for imaginative play and build communication and critical thinking skills.  

Lego Club is a wonderful initiative with a holistic approach, because belonging, connecting and             



empowering students is one of our key focuses for all our students at Donvale Primary School. 

The other exciting news is that we will be having some new Lego Boost products available to the students 

very soon…so stay tuned on their arrival.  

Chantelle Olafsen 

 Birthday Wishes To 
Harrison M, Siena E, Thomas M, Luca C-S, Lachlan M,  

Kyla I, Ethan C, Sam F, Elena D 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 16th to 22nd June 



Program Update 

Dear families, 

This week kids have enjoyed participating in activities based around the theme of “Integrating Literacy and Numeracy.”  We 

also did some other learning activities such as missing words and numbers which was challenging and enjoyable for         

children. These activities made our kids learn more about numbers and letters. 

Children also had opportunities to play their favourite games such as basketball, dodge ball and soccer. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or 

leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re 

ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 

0402 362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the 

after school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the         

program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone numbers and address) on the           

enrolment form if there is any change. This can be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care         

Activities 

  

Popstick winter   

animals 

Winter colouring 

sheets 

  
Winter animal 

match 
Dress up choc 

game 

  
Barbie play 

123 Basketball 

  
Mad Hatter tea par-

ty 
Winter around the 

world 

Group Discussion 

Time 

Blind Folded Obstacle 

Course 

  

  

  

        After Care 

 

 

Banana Magic Trick 
Winter bingo 

  

  
Children's Catch 

up meeting 
Building Bridges 

 

Amazaing Race games 

and activity... 
Winter dress up 

  
First Aid Training 
Australian animal 

drawing 

  
Friendship tree 
Winter Relays 

  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Sherry Shojaei 

Assistants: Clare Bullow 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au 

all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct 

at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

‘Coz it’s treat Friday - $1.00 for something yum!! 

Cookies ‘n’ popcorn – run don’t walk! 

                        

  

ENTERTAINMENT IN A BOOK!!!!!! 

Massive discounts in the Entertainment Book 

Availiable in a book or digital. Purchase at the office. 

$70 investment. Pop some tags straight away with the vouchers. 

 

 

                   

 

Meal Deal Day – Friday 9th June – IT WAS EPIC! 

Thank you to everyone that helped bring deliciousness into last Friday! 

 

 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

 

Get your tickets to the ritzy cocktail party. Last chance!! 

DPS 50th birthday party - Friday 16th June.  

Drinks, nibbles & live entertainment. 
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C’mon!!!! to the PA MEETING  

 FRIDAY 16 JUNE – 1.30pm!  All welcome. 
 

                   

 

Get your form back for chock boxes by Friday. 

Peppermint is totally delicious.  

Everyone loves a chocolate frog – especially the green ones!  

 

 

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

GO DONVALE!!!!!! 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  


