
 

NAPLAN: Next week, our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in the National 

Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual          

assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN is made up of tests in the 

four areas of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and        

punctuation) and  Numeracy. NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that 

are developed over time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail 

type test, but rather shows how individual students are progressing in numeracy and 

literacy skills against national standards for all Australian children.  

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year.      

Parents can use this information to monitor how their child is progressing and to     

identify any areas of concern. Parents may also wish to use their child’s results to    

discuss progress with teachers.  

More information is available at http://www.nap.edu.au/information/faqs/naplan-

-general.html 

Please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher or Mr McKinlay 

(NAPLAN co-ordinator) if you have any queries regarding your child and the 

administration of the NAPLAN assessment. 

 

LEAP FROG PROGRAM:  Each year around this time, our school 

presents a program we call ‘Leap frog’. This program invites all kindergarten 

children from our local community to come and spend some time with us in 

classroom setting as a taster for school life at Donvale PS. This year, in        

particular, we have had a lot of interest in our school and consequently a very 

strong attendance to our Leap frog Program. It’s a great opportunity for      

parents who are yet to decide on their child’s school to come along and see us 

up close and have a chat to the teachers and myself. It is also a great            

opportunity for children that are enrolled at Donvale PS to begin their         

transition into school life. Our Leap frog sessions will be held on Wednesday 

10th and 17th May 2.00pm – 3.00pm. Both sessions will take place in the      

Foundation classrooms. If you would like to enrol your preschool child to the 

program or know of someone who might be interested and is yet to enrol, I 

encourage you to follow up with this and pass on any information to those   

interested. Thank you to our wonderful Foundation teachers; Mrs Hodgson, 

Mrs Nicks and Mrs Dickson for all their hard work in preparing and presenting 

this fabulous Program. If you require any more information, please do not    

hesitate to contact Wendy or Julienne at the office on 9842 3373.  
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Ian McKinlay 

NAPLAN: 

Next week our Year 3 and Year 5 students will sit for the NAPLAN tests in Language Conventions, 

Writing, Reading and Numeracy. Last night an information brochure was sent home with all our students 

in these two year levels. Please take the time to read through it carefully as it is a very informative     

overview of the whole NAPLAN process. Having this knowledge may help you in answering any       

questions your child may ask you at home. At school the Level 3 and Level 5 teachers are to be        

commended for the wonderful preparation they have provided our students with leading up to the tests. 

We wish all our participating students well next week. 

 

The more things change…… 

Our level 2 students are currently enjoying an Inquiry Unit called ‘Then and Now’ in which they learn 

about life in what we sometimes refer to as the ‘olden days’. I was asked by the teachers in this level to 

talk about my own experiences going to Primary School in the 60’s. Yes it was a backhanded compliment! 

I did wonder to what extent the students would find it relevant or interesting. And yes while school life 

has changed dramatically from my own experience of the regimented, military style environment of   

compulsory daily milk, rote learning from the blackboard and holding out your hand for the strap, I 

couldn’t help thinking that our core school values today of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and     

Compassion are just as relevant as when I proudly saluted the flag, repeated the oath and marched into 

class to the strains of ‘Colonel Bogey’. Yes the more things change…..the more they stay the same. 

 

Ian McKinlay 

OPEN DAY:   A reminder that our school’s Open Day is scheduled for Wednesday May 24th. Please 

ensure that you place this date into your diary and come along to enjoy the wonderful celebration of our 

students and school. Two school tours will be taking place – one at 9.30am and the other at 7.00pm for 

potential new students. Our Parents Association will once again be preparing a delicious BBQ for all to 

enjoy and our staff has arranged some wonderful displays, presentations and performances to help    

showcase our school. Thank you to our School Councillors and Parents Association for their continued 

support with this day- I know that it will be, as always, a terrific success.   

Hope you are having a wonderful week. 

Lena Clark 

 

REMINDER: 

CURRICULUM DAY TOMORROW FRIDAY 5TH MAY 2017 – STUDENT FREE DAY 



May 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 
 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

District Girls Football Day 

5 
 

Curriculum Day - Student 
Free Day 

8 
 

All day:  Level 5/6 Excursion 
Shrine of Remembrance 

9 10  
 

11.30 - 1.30:  Cross Country 
Fun Run 
 

2.00 - 3.00pm:  Leapfrog 2018 
Students 

11 12 
 

Mother’s Day stall 

15 16 

11.30 - 1.30:  Foundation 
Incursion ‘Street Scene’ 

17 

2.00 - 3.00pm:  Leapfrog 2018 
Students 

18 

12.30 - 3.00pm:  District 
Cross Country  

19 

22 

Grade 1/2 Yarrabee       
Excursion 

23 

9.00 - 12.00ish:  Level 5/6 
students at East Doncaster 
Production 

24 

Open Day/Night 

25 

Level 5/6 Winter Inter-
school Round Robin Day 

26 

29 30 

9.30am:  Fire Brigade visit 

31   



GENERAL 

DONVALE PS 50TH BIRTHDAY COCKTAIL PARTY 
As you are aware, Donvale PS is celebrating its 50th birthday this year. The Planning and Marketing      

committee has been working hard to prepare for a series of fabulous events to take place throughout the 

year. This term, we have a Cocktail Party planned. This will take place on Friday 16th June in the school 

Senior Building. Please see the Flyer in this newsletter for more information.  
 

The Planning and Marketing Committee is seeking your help to spread the word about this upcoming 

event. Think of it is as your way of doing something small in showing your appreciation of 50 GREAT 

YEARS for the school in the community.  Any support would be much appreciated. 
 

How can you help? 

1. Spread the word to anyone and everyone that you know that might be interested in attending including 

past and present Donvale Primary people. 
 

2. Collect flyers from office to hand out to people in your local area that might be interested.  
 

3. Place a flyer on local business and/or community organisation that you might frequent or have          

interaction with. 
 

4. Like us on facebook and spread the word/post on our events. 
 

5. Finally, we would love to have your attendance at the Cocktail Party. A tremendous amount of great 

work from catering, entertainment and celebrating has been undertaken to plan for this event. We would 

love to see as many members of our past and present community join us at this fabulous celebration.  
 

Thanks Heaps 

The Planning/Marketing Team 

Next Wednesday 10th May between recess and lunch all students will participate in our House Cross 

Country at our school. Students are asked to dress in their house colours, but are of course asked to 

wear appropriate footwear for the big run.  

 

Students from Grade 3 to 6 are competing for not only house points but also the chance to represent the 

school at District level which will happen the following Thursday. Notices will be handed out to students 

that qualify at the end of our day.  

 

Students in Foundation, Grades 1 and 2 are competing for house points. The winning house will be      

announced at assembly next Friday.  

 

Michael Hogg 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 



Dear families, 

This week we had different activities to celebrate Mother’s Day and also Mexican culture. Children enjoyed making 3D    

umbrellas and photo frames for their mothers. The children were also active in physical activities and competitions such as 

123 basketballs, tiggy ball, tennis and even a chess competition. Another amazing activity suggested by children was a       

concert with different singers; they set up chairs and performed very well. We will have an Art gallery challenge next week, 

let’s see who is going to be our mini artist! 

This Friday will be a school Curriculum Day and OSHClub will not be running.  If you would like to find out if there are any 

nearby schools offering long day care on Friday 5th of May please feel free to contact our head office on (03) 8564 9000. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or 

leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re 

ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 

0402 362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the 

after school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the         

program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone        

numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can 

be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  

Before Care     

Activities 

  

  Art Gallery wall 

Wool & pipe    

cleaner heart 

dream... 

  
Play Chess 

  
Rainbow colouring 

  
Vegetable Person 

  

Brain Hats 

  
Paper Chair Stem 

Challenge 
  

Vegetables we LIKE 

Barbie play 

ACTION HERO   

SKETCH 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

  
Beanbag balance 

'Random' Zoob   

Disease Tiggy 

  
Angel Wings 

  
Angela's Activity 

 

Healthy Pizzas 
  

Letters to my future 

self 

 

 Basketball match 
  

Building Bridges 

  
Storyboards 

Lolly Science -    

Floating Letters 

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Sherry Shojaei 

Assistants: Clare 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and 

cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

Friday Recess starts again Friday 12 May 

& its going to be delicious! 

                        

  

 

 

 

to all the wonderful helpers at Friday’s Meal Deal 

for feeding the troops an Anzac inspired lunch. 

                   

 

Cross Country - WEDNESDAY 10
TH

 MAY 

Action packed. 

Helpers needed on the day to assist setting up House Marquees 

& marshaling kids through event from 11.30 – 1.30.  Send back your helper form. 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

 

BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE 

So many discounts & offers! Dinner discounts 

& fabulous fun things to do. 
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DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

Birthday Wishes To 
                        Ella M, Darren O, Maisam S, Aryan P, Naysa G, Luca L, Daniel S 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 5th to 12th May 

                   

 

Mother Day Stall Friday 12th May,  

save your pennies & buy a little pressie for your lovely 
mum! 

 

 

 

Diamonds played a great game against top team OLOP, despite going down 15-34 the girls never gave up 

and are showing great improvement. 

 

Dinosaurs - A good win for the boys this weekend. They withstood a lot of pressure while maintaining 

their composure and the resulting teamwork combined with passing and good shooting was the            

difference. 

 

U11 Devils - the boys faced tough opposition this week and had a narrow loss, going down by 2 points. It 

was great to see them play hard for the whole game. Good game boys! 

 

Daffodils training at school this week. 

 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  




