
 

Monday of this week provided us with a public holiday where we celebrated 

Labour Day. I started to wonder how many of us actually knew what Labour 

Day was all about and why we had been given a holiday.  

 

Labour Day: why we have the day off 

If you have been lucky enough to have a break on Labour Day, then you have a 

group of brave stonemasons to thank. Celebrated in Victoria on the second 

Monday of March, it marks a win for better working conditions for the working 

class and 2017 is the 161st anniversary of this historic battle. In the 1800s,    

conditions for workers were not great. The rights most Australians take for 

granted today – sick leave, holiday pay – simply didn't exist. According to the 

Victorian Trades Hall Council, some workers in Sydney had won the right to 

an eight-hour day. But most people worked for up to 14 hours a day and had 

little job security. On March 26, 1856, a meeting was held in the old Queens 

Theatre in Melbourne, pushing for Labour reforms. A man called Cornish, who 

was contracted to build Parliament House, resisted the move. According to the 

State Library of Victoria, on April 21, 1856, a group of stonemasons – led 

by James Stephens– walked off the job at Melbourne University. They marched 

to the Belvedere Hotel in Fitzroy, with other stonemasons joining them along 

the way. They ended the march with a banquet at the hotel. Later, talks with 

employers led to a peaceful agreement that stonemasons would work eight 

hours for the same wage as they previously were paid for 10 hours. The     

success of the campaign was celebrated on May 12, 1856, with a march from 

Carlton Gardens to Cremorne Gardens in Richmond, followed by dinner, 

speeches, games, festivities and fireworks. According to the Victorian Trades 

Hall, the eight-hour banner first used on that day was made by Caroline,     

Elizabeth and Isabella Vine. It read: 8 HOURS LABOUR, 8 HOURS            

RECREATION, 8 HOURS REST. Known as the Eight Hours Procession, the 

march became a major event in Melbourne and was held annually for the next 

95 years. It became a paid public holiday in 1879.In 1934, the holiday was     

renamed Labour Day. The last Labour Day parade was held in 1951, and in 

1955, it was replaced by the Melbourne Moomba Festival parade. 
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The eight-hour day banner first used in 1856 to         

celebrate the success of action to win workers greater 

rights. Photo: State Library of Victoria  

 

 

 

 

 

The "pioneers" of the eight-hour movement marching in the Eight Hours 

Procession on May 1, 1895. Photo: State Library of Victoria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Bee:  A reminder that this term’s Working Bee is being held Sunday 26th March          

9.00- 1.00pm. It would be terrific to see you there. We have lots to do so would appreciate our        

community’s support in ensuring our school remains a safe and aesthetically attractive environment for 

our student and parent community. Finish of the morning’s work with a gathering around the BBQ      

relaxing, chatting and enjoying the results of your efforts. Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Curriculum Days: All Victorian Government schools are granted four Curriculum / Student Free days 

each year for staff to use to support their professional learning. The first day of each school year is a    

student free day and is the first Curriculum Day taken by our school. The three days remaining          

Curriculum Days for the year have now been determined by staff and approved by School Council. Please 

ensure you have these dates in your diary.  

Friday 21st April (Term 2 / Week 1) 

Friday 5th May   (Term 2 / Week 3) 

Monday 6th November (Term 4 

A focus on developing teacher practice in the teaching of Reading will dominate the professional learning 

during the Term 2 Curriculum days.  

Hope you’re having a wonderful week. 

 

Lena Clark 



March 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

13 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
 

14 
School Council 

ballot papers 
distributed 

15 16 17 
Regional Swimming 

  

20 
 

 

21 22 23 
All day:  Grade 5/6 students 

Interschool Round Robin 
Sports Day 

24 
Close of School 

Council ballot 
 

 

25 
9.00-12.00:          

Lighthouse          
Community 
Service Work-

ing Bee 

26 
9am - 1pm:Whole 

School  Working 
Bee followed by a 
BBQ lunch 

27 
School Council vote 

count and ballot declared 

28 29 
Tabloid House 

Sports 
 
First School 

Council meeting 

30 
Back up Round Robin 

Sports Day for Grades 5/6 

31 
Last day Term 1:  2.30 

dismissal 

  

Some important dates for your diary: 

Lighthouse Church Working Bee    Saturday 25th March   9.00 – 12.00pm 

Working Bee       Sunday March 26th   9.00am – 1.00pm 

Whole School House Tabloid Sports   Wednesday March 29th  9.00 -11.00am 

End Term 1       Friday 31st March   2.30pm early dismissal 

Curriculum Days Term 2      Friday 21st April & Friday 5th May 

School Photos – Special 50th birthday celebration  Thursday 20th April 

Open Day / Night      Wednesday 24th May 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK - Mr Hogg 

On Monday March 6, two of our Grade 6 girls ventured off to Doncaster Aquarena to compete in the 

Divisional Swimming Carnival. Gemma and Kate, both in 56W competed against schools all over the     

Eastern Region. To qualify for the Divisional Carnival, they both had to win their races at District level. 

Gemma won via her 50 metre Butterfly race, while Kate won in both Freestyle and Breaststroke. 

 

Unfortunately, neither girl progressed to the Regional stage of competition, but given they were          

competing against a number of private schools in the area, that have swimming facilities on site, they must 

be commended for their fantastic efforts. 

 

Michael Hogg 

Phys Ed Coordinator 



MATHS FUN AT HOME - Mr Reiter, Maths co-ordinator 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  - Mrs Keep 

Both the Junior and Senior Choirs will be performing at next Friday’s assembly. (March 24). Come along 

to hear our first performance of the year! 



Dear families, 

This week we focused on celebrating St Patrick day by doing a range of fantastic different activities such as the children’s 

own and some craft activities. Children made amazing green hats and Paper Plate St Patrick's Day Masks.  As the weather 

was warm this week, we had a range of different outdoor actives such as Disease Tiggy and Soccer competition. 

For the next week as we have the Easter around the corner, we decided to plan for some Easter activities along with Easter 

craft. 

Remember bookings can be made right until 12pm the night before, or you can book on the day by calling or 

leaving the text message but there will be an extra charge of $3.00 for bookings within 24 hours. If you’re 

ever stuck and would like your child to attend OSH After School Care you can call me or leave a message on 

0402 362 443 and I will get back to you. For some reason if you need to cancel the child from attending the 

after school care session you can cancel online if it is before 24 hours or leave a text message on the         

program phone (0402362443/98422261) if it is on the day. 

Please remember to update the contact details (Especially the phone       

numbers and address) on the enrolment form if there is any change. This can 

be done online at www.oshclub.com.au 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    

Before Care      

Activities 

  
ABC basketball 

  
Learn to whistle 

  
'PLAY SAFE ' 

group discussion 

with. 
  
  

Easter Bingo 

  
Easter Scavenger 

Hunt 
  

Chain story writing 

Big and Small - Op-

posite Game 
  

Yoga 

Tiger Tag 

 

Easter Bunny Mask 

  

  

  

        After Care 

         Activities 

 

Paper/Foam     

Flowers 
  

Pokémon Pop stick 

Puppets 

  
Princess felt 

boards 
Bubbles 

  
    Snake Dodgeball 
  

Easter cupcakes 
  

 

Talent Show 
  

Easter Picnic - Bun-

nies Or Teddies 

  
Secret code challenge 

  
Easter bunny paper 

plate craft 
  

OSHC program phone: 0402 362 443/9842 2261 

Coordinator: Harry 

Assistants: Clare 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au 

all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct 

at the program. 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Except Friday Recess with Icy Tubes – only $1.00!  

                        

 Get shopping  joy at the Cadbury 

Factory Visit 

Friday 24
th

 March @ 1pm – register your name 
at the office 

Must wear covered shoes & have a passion for 
chocolate. 

 

                   

 

 

 

Thank you to all the lovely cooks n servers on  

Hot Dog Meal Day –  

Friday 10 March.  Lots of happy kids!! 

PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                   

 

 

 

We are calling out for Marshalls for Tabloid Sports Day 

Wednesday 29 March from 8.45am to 11.00am. 

Parents also needed to help set up marquees. 

Leave your name at the office or turn up on the day ready to marshaaall. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9_uu-7PHNAhXDnZQKHUIYCn8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmelviewns.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D103&psig=AFQjCNF8gZcdzO_OceVtDhnFs9BJgI8xUw&ust=1468547636164986


                   

WORKING BEE COMING!! 

SAUSAGE SIZZLERS WANTED 

Sunday 26 March.   

Let the office know if you can help. 

FEED THE WORKERS. 

                   

and even more to make a bunch! 

Come to the next PA Meeting - Friday 21 April @ 1.30pm 

 - we would be berry grateful. 

 

 

DONVALE BASKETBALL CLUB – News & Views! 

An awesome long weekend off for all!! 



The Department of Education & Training, Donvale Primary School its Management, and teachers    

do not  endorse the products or services of any advertiser listed in this publication. No                  

representation, warranty or undertaking is given or made in relation to the accuracy or                 

completeness of the  information presented in this publication, or any claims made by the         

advertisers.  

               Birthday Wishes To 
 

                        Hannah B, Kaitlyn B, Patrick Z, Uday L, Rhyan B 

                      

              Who are celebrating birthdays from the 17th to 23rd March 

         Holiday Program returns in 2017 

AFL Victoria’s Holiday Programs are back for the Term 1 
School Holidays! 

Be quick and book your place to enjoy a fun-filled day with 
AFL club mascots, giveaways and Northern Blues &        
Northern Knights player appearances! 

The one-day programs are designed for boys and girls aged 
between 5-12 and cater for all kids regardless of their ability. 

Running from 9.00am - 3.00pm, the programs provide an 
exciting and safe environment for children to develop their 
skills and meet new friends along the way. 

All programs are delivered by Level 1 accredited coaches  
and builds on the skills of children who have already been 
introduced to the game and also teaches children with lim-
ited to no experience of Australian Football to the skills of 
the game. 
 
Term 1 Holiday locations include: 

 Box Hill 

 Ballarat 

 Sunbury 

 Essendon Football Club 

 PLUS MANY MORE!! 

 


